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New Office Building OK’d
For Centennial Avenue

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — An application to
build a two-story office building
to house the corporate head-
quarters of Massage Envy and a
wealth management firm on the
corner of Centennial Avenue and
Grant Street where a gas station
formerly operated was approved
by the planning board last
Wednesday.

The application had come be-
fore the board 10 years ago for a
three-story building there, but
was opposed by neighboring resi-
dents even though it was granted
by the board at the time. Nothing
had been done to build on the
site since then.

The owner of the property,
Shevali Patel, owns almost a
dozen Massage Envy locations,
including the Garwood location,
Ms. Patel told The Westfield

Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. The office is to
be used for her and her business
partner to run the business and
will have corporate training ses-
sions on site that take about one
to two hours, from noon to 2
p.m., she told the board. The
business is to operate from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., she said.

The applicant was approved a
variance and three waivers.
About a dozen neighbors had
attended the meeting. Questions
and concerns raised by the neigh-
bors included the noise of the air
conditioning units, traffic flow in
and out of the property and the
lighting.

The building will be equipped
with two air conditioning units on
the roof and will have an enclo-
sure around them that will help
alleviate the noise, the applicant’s
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NEW HEADQUARTERS...The Cranford Planning Board on June 6 approved
an application for a two-story office building to house the corporate headquar-
ters of Massage Envy and a wealth management firm on the corner of Centennial
Avenue and Grant Street where a gas station formerly operated.
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DAR HONORS PROFESSOR...The Crane’s Ford chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR) of Cranford recently recognized Union County College Professor
Thomas Ombrello with the National DAR Conservation Medal Award. Pictured with
Professor Ombrello, from left to right, are: Chapter Regent Mary Leonard and Conserva-
tion Chairwoman Barbara Krause and Union County College Assistant Dean of STEM
Nicole Cippoletti.

Professor Ombrello Receives
DAR Conservation Award

CRANFORD — Senior Professor
of Biology Thomas Ombrello,
Ph.D., was recently acknowledged
by the Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR), Crane’s Ford
Chapter of Cranford, with the Na-
tional DAR Conservation Medal
Award for his work on the Historic
Tree Grove at the Cranford cam-
pus of Union County College
(UCC). Professor Ombrello re-
ceived the award on April 14 at a
ceremony held in the Cranford
Community Center.

The prestigious Na-
tional DAR Conservation
Medal Award can be pre-
sented to any man or
woman with a distin-
guished conservation
record. To qualify for
the award, one must
have had a record of
distinguished teaching,
have an outstanding
volunteer record in edu-
cation at the collegiate
level, conducted major
replanting efforts, and
resource management.

Professor Ombrello
began collecting acorns
from trees that held his-
torical significance from
throughout the nation
in 1995. From these
acorns he grew a sap-
ling of each tree in the
Kellogg greenhouse and
later planted the trees
in the grove. The grove
holds more than 100
trees from throughout
the United States.

In April 2017, thanks
to this project, a prog-
eny from the grove was
given to the Basking
Ridge Presbyterian
Church to be planted
near where the 600-
year-old Basking Ridge
White Oak once stood.

At the ceremony, Professor
Ombrello gave a presentation on
the Historic Tree Grove, how it
came to be and the stories be-
hind the trees in the grove. In
2015, he also provided a seed-
ling of the 300-year-old
Pepperidge Tree in Cranford
which was planted in the park
near where the Pepperidge Tree
once stood. The local Historical
Society records stated that the
tree had once been a meeting

location for General George
Washington and his troops.

“Congratulations to Dr.
Ombrello for being recognized
for his conservation work and his
commitment to preserving
America’s history through the
Historic Tree Grove. We are proud
that our students are able to
benefit from Dr. Ombrello’s ex-
pertise as a biologist and ar-
borist,” stated UCC President
Margaret M. McMenamin, Ed.D.


