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son and the rink.
“It will be a mess. Late at night

you will have kids trying to cross
the street, while cars are coming
down (the street),” Mr. Pedas said.

Steven Blaufeder has begun
serving as the Garwood Republi-
can Committee chairman. Mr.
Blaufeder and the GOP commit-
tee will begin seeking a replace-
ment for Republican councilman
Joseph Sarno, who has resigned
after moving to Scotch Plains.
Currently, Mr. Sarno is running
for Union County freeholder.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro,
the Republican Party’s mayoral
candidate, said the committee
will provide the names of three
possible candidates who will be
interviewed for the position.

Resident Jim Mathieu, the
borough’s former GOP commit-
tee chairman, said the names of
the three candidates who may fill
the seat should be made public
on the borough’s website to al-
low residents to provide feed-
back on the nominees.

Councilwoman Cuccaro asked
that a resolution approving a
$25,470 Union County Level the
Playing Field grant be removed
from the consent agenda. The con-
sent agenda allows for various reso-
lutions to be voted on in a block
format versus on an individual reso-
lution-by-resolution basis.

When a resolution is removed
or pulled from the consent agenda
the council can provide commen-
tary on why they support or do
not support a resolution.

The grant will help finance the
Hartman Park revitalization
project. Ms. Cuccaro subse-
quently voted no on the
resolution’s approval.

“I don’t like the way it was done
(Hartman Park revitalization and
grant process). I still don’t like
the way the whole thing was
done,” Ms. Cuccaro said.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
the grant is not a matching grant.
A matching grant is when the bor-

ough must use budgeted money to
receive the matched amount or
same dollar amount from the
county. Mr. Lazarow said the grant
in the resolution will be money
received with no conditions.

“This is money from the county.
You’re rejecting $25,000,” Mr.
Lazarow responded to Ms.
Cuccaro.

“You don’t need my vote, coun-
cilman,” Ms. Cuccaro responded.

Mr. Lazarow stated that he “just
wanted to make sure and clarify”
her comments.

after the conference session,
resident and war veteran Frank
Krause asked for information
on the “diversion of funds on
the flagpole.”

“I thought realistically, it would
be brought up in a public
meeting...and it was not,” Mr.
Krause said.

“The benefactors supported
the memory and restoration of
that flagpole...to do something
like this without approval of
those people is just unbeliev-
able...,” said Mr. Krause. “There
is a terrible concern that some
of those funds will be diverted
to the DMC and used for tran-
sient, flippant, frivolous activi-
ties on that historic site...I’m
very disappointed in how the
township approached this.”

Between $35,000 and $40,000
was raised for the Flagpole Fund,
Barbara Krause, a member of
the flagpole fundraising com-
mittee, told The Leader.

In 2008, the restoration of the

World War I flagpole, which had
been from a ship used in that
war, was estimated to cost about
$50,000, and the newly restored
flagpole and monument was
erected in November of 2008.

Then in November of last year,
the flagpole was sandblasted
and painted.

In other business, the
township’s ordinance restrict-
ing convenience stores within
200 feet of a residence from
operating 24 hours a day was
invalidated a week ago in a
summary judgment by the state
Superior Court. 7-Eleven,
QuickChek and Wawa filed a
lawsuit after the township
passed the ordinance.

In another lawsuit, which is
ongoing, the township passed
an ordinance on second reading
to add $125,000 to its 2018
budget for the litigation of a
lawsuit, Edan Ben Elazar and
Edna Ben Elazar versus
Macrietta Cleaners, Inc., dba
Swan Custom Cleaners and dba
Coit Services and the Township
of Cranford. The plaintiffs al-
lege they suffered various medi-
cal injuries as a result of chemi-
cal vapors that infiltrated their
electronics repair shop from
leaking underground storage
tanks belonging to the dry
cleaner next door to the plain-

tiffs’ shop, but are buried in
adjoining municipal property
with the township’s permission,
according to the appeal.

John Cleary was appointed as
property maintenance code en-
forcement officer, a part-time
position, with a salary of
$23,000.

Amine Zaouia was appointed
as a full-time engineering aide,
in a vote of 4 to 1, with Commis-
sioner O’Connor voting no. The
aide, who will be paid a salary of
$68,000, will conduct inspec-
tions and work under the guid-
ance of the township engineer.

With new changes to recycling
and what can be recycled, Com-
missioner of Public Works Ann
Dooley was scheduled to attend
an emergency meeting of all
townships in the county yester-
day, June 13, as well as meet-
ing with the township’s curbside
hauler Giordano. Any updates
to the recycling rules will be
reflected on the township and
county websites, she said.

Joseph M. Campisano, an at-
torney with the law firm of
Sedita, Campisano & Campisano
LLC, was selected to perform
the closing of the sale of the
property at 215-235 Birchwood
Avenue at a contract of $2,500.

On final reading an ordinance
was passed to amend the code
of the township in regards to
taxation to add a tax redemp-
tion certificate request fee to be
imposed on parties who make
more than two requests for the
calculation of a tax redemption
for a certificate of sale of a
specific parcel.

On first reading, the committee
voted to change the municipal
parking lot located between 32
North Avenue East and the Bar
Americana from shopper parking
to 12-hour permit parking.

second-grade teacher, Christian
Holandez as a leave replacement
teacher of science and Juliana
Perello as a science teacher.

Among other appointees was
veteran coach Erik Rosenmeier,
who was reappointed as head
varsity football coach, with Jo-
seph Hubert, Kerry Drexler, Chad
Faulcon and Ryan Huber as as-
sistants.

Theresa Pallitto was reap-
pointed head varsity cheerleading
coach, with Ashley Pires approved
as her assistant.

Gregory Campbell was reap-
pointed head varsity soccer coach
for the boys, with Daniel Verdia
and Anthony Dilorio as assis-
tants, while Andrew Gagliardo
was reappointed as head varsity
soccer coach for the girls, with
Lindsey Brechbiel and Kerry

Yorkan appointed as assistants.
The district was awarded the

New Jersey Tiered System of Sup-
port Early Literacy Grant, which is
a partnership with the New Jersey
Department of Education and
Rutgers University to support the
development of early literacy in-
tervention as a part of the multi-
tiered system of supports.

In acknowledging his one-year
anniversary in the district, Su-
perintendent Rubin thanked
teachers, faculty members, ad-
ministrators, students and com-
munity members for making him
feel welcome.

“I know how fortunate I am to
be in Cranford,” Mr. Rubin com-
mented to the board.

The next board of education
meeting will take place on Mon-
day, June 25, at 7:30 p.m.
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Blaufeder New GOP
Chair in Garwood

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Republican Committee on
Monday elected Steven
Blaufeder as its new chair-
man, replacing Jim Mathieu,
according to Councilwoman
Ileen Cuccaro.

Mr. Blaufeder was a candi-
date for borough council in
2011 and 2013. He was named
in 2013 to fill a vacancy on the
council.


