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Garwood, Westfield Mayors to
Meet to Discuss Ice Hockey Rink
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Mayor Charles
Lombardo stated at Tuesday’s
borough council meeting that
within the next week he and
Garwood Police Chief James
Wright will meet with Westfield’s
Mayor Shelley Brindle to discuss
the Gumbert Park temporary ice-
hockey rink.

Several Garwood and non-
Garwood residents, including
Garwood elected officials, have ex-
pressed concerns with the rink’s
impact on the surrounding neigh-
borhood, Mayor Lombardo said.
He said at the meeting Mayor
Brindle and himself “will go over
the details of their (Westfield) plan.”

Gumbert Park Neighborhood
Coalition member and Westfield
resident Susan Levy stated that
the rink will benefit a private
business owner, Ken Anderson

of Union Sports Arena, at a cost
to Garwood residents.

Ms. Levy said the “park land
will be given away, rent free,” to
a private business owner.

“They didn’t bother to contact
anyone in Garwood, well, be-
cause it’s Garwood,” Ms. Levy
said.

Ms. Levy said the surrounding
homes will be equal in height to
the hockey tents over the rink.
She said referees’ whistles, at
100 decibels, will violate
Westfield’s noise ordinance and
disturb Garwood’s neighboring
homes.

“Who is going to pay Garwood
for the extra police presence
needed when the first kid gets
hit,” Ms. Levy said.

Ms. Levy said Garwood will need
to hire extra law enforcement to
make sure hockey-rink patrons
do not park at the Lofts at

Garwood or The Pointe at
Garwood.

Garwood resident Tom Pedas
said only one side of the basket-
ball court (the location where the
rink will be placed) faces Westfield
residents while two sides face
Garwood residents.

“If we can (prevent it from hap-
pening) that would be wonder-
ful. I just want to make sure it
never happens again,” said Mr.
Pedas.

Mayor Brindle stated at a
Westfield Town Hall meeting that
the rink was being piloted to see
if it provides a benefit to the
community with little impact to
the surrounding neighborhood.

Mr. Pedas said the neighbor-
hood, specifically Garwood resi-
dents, have paid for broken win-
dows from Westfield recreation
baseball games. He stated,
“Westfield has not been a good
neighbor. We (neighboring prop-
erties to the baseball fields at
Gumbert) have had problems for
the last 10 years.”

Mr. Pedas said the answer
neighbors always received was,
“we (Westfield) were here first.”

“Now (there will be) a 40-foot-
high tent with lights and motors
on 24/7 and porto potties across
the street from our homes,” Mr.
Pedas said.

Mr. Pedas said he lives across
the street from Gumbert and was
never “notified officially” that the
project was set to begin or was
being proposed.

“Garwood business, Garwood
traffic and safety, Garwood park-
ing issues, and Garwood property
values will be affected by this rink
on our border,” Mr. Pedas said.

Mr. Pedas said the holiday sea-
son will be difficult with increased
traffic both because of the sea-

Compromise Reached on
Funding for WWI Flagpole

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Funds left in the
township coffers for 10 years
that were never used to repay a
bond for the Flagpole Fund is to
be split between maintaining the
newly restored flagpole at
Eastman Plaza and for the Down-
town Management Corporation’s
(DMC) improvement to public
spaces, after the township com-
mittee made a motion, by a 3-to-
2 vote, at its conference session
Tuesday night.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
explained that the township
bonded $50,000 for the restora-
tion of the World War I flagpole
with the idea that the Flagpole
Committee would raise funds to
reimburse the township for the
restoration of the flagpole.

However, the township was not

repaid and “because of
bookkeeping...the money raised
stayed in the account...for al-
most 10 years,” Ms. O’Connor
said.

“What we discussed, which is a
fairly good compromise, is to set
aside $15,000 to be strictly used
for flagpole maintenance,” Ms.
O’Connor said. Twenty-one thou-
sand dollars is to be used for
improvement to public spaces,
Ms. O’Connor said. The DMC will
use that $21,000 for the down-
town public spaces, Mayor Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. told The
Westfield Leader. The Depart-
ment of Public Works also is to be
repaid about $5,000 since it used
its buildings and grounds budget
to pay for the repainting of the
flagpole.

During the official meeting held

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
HONORING HEROES...Resident and war veteran Frank Krause asks the
township committee Tuesday night for information on funding for the World
War I Flagpole at Eastman Plaza downtown.
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Cranford BOE Honors
Retirees at Board Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Members of the
Cranford Board of Education
(BOE) recognized retiring teach-
ers, custodians, secretaries,
clerks and assistants at the
board’s meeting on Monday night.

Carolyn Chellard, Gwenn
Cuozzo, Marlene Czapla,
Jacqueline D’Arcy, Nino Della
Serra, Patricia Gallagan, Lynn
Grand, Barbara Narus, Anita
Onofri and Kathryn Warren were
applauded for their dedicated ser-
vice and their contributions to
the district.

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., thanked the retir-

ees and commented, “all of you
have worked so hard, for so many
years, and given so feely of your-
self.”

Additionally, student liaisons to
the board, Hunter Brogan, Kelly
McMahon and Adam Hollanek,
were offered words of gratitude
for their service.

“It’s so wonderful to have them
take part in the political pro-
cess,” Mr. Rubin commented.

In other business, the board
approved the appointment of
Amy Imhof as leave replacement
teacher of Spanish, Jennifer
Surmay as a fourth-grade
teacher, Colette Bendert as a

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGECONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE


