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It’s your Library … make the most of it 
 

It’s your Library …  

make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street   

Westfield  www.wmlnj.org  908.789.4090 

All are welcome to attend our      

programs. Sign up online at 

www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link,  

or call 908.789.4090 option 0.   

The Westfield Memorial Library 

Presents Two Hollywood Programs  

To Enlighten and Entertain You 

Hollywood in the White House  

on Wednesday, June 20 at 7:00 pm 

You will love this high octane journey through 84 years of 
Hollywood films and TV shows about U.S. presidents! Film 
historian Max Alvarez packs his talk with loads of historical 
and cultural information and witty anecdotes. 

Music in the Movies   

on Monday, July 9 at 7:00 pm 

Learn from Dr. Paul Christiansen, Associate Professor of 
Musicology at Seton Hall University, why movies always 
music. How does it interact with images, dialogue and 
sound to create meaning in a film scene?  

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 
AN AD

ON THIS

PAGE WILL

BRING

RESULTS
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Adrift
Cast Away in an Inconvenient Genre

3 popcorns

SENIOR ARTIST...Union County Freeholder Vice-Chairman Bette Jane Kowalski
congratulates Al Kruper of Fanwood on winning first place in the professional
photography category during the opening reception of the 2018 Union County
Senior Citizens Art Exhibit in Union. The exhibit will be on display until Monday,
July 9 at Liberty Hall Center, which is located at 1085 Morris Avenue in Union.
Viewing times are from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m., Monday through Saturday. Not
pictured are Karen Kelly of Scotch Plains, who won first place in the non-
professional drawing category, and Robin Benito of Westfield, who won first place
in the non-professional sculpture category.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

 If your idea of a good time is
anguishing aghast on tenterhooks as a
couple of shipwrecked young lovers
try to survive against all odds in the
middle of the Pacific Ocean, director
Baltasar Kormákur’s Adrift, loosely
based on a true story, is for you. I, for
one, don’t really get the thrill, and
have yet to receive a satisfactory re-
sponse from either horror film or di-
saster flick aficionados when I ques-
tion their inclination. Neither genre is
my cup of tea. Just wondering what
the morning mail will bode is more
than enough suspense for me. Thus, I
surprised myself.

In service to my fellow moviegoers
who enjoy the blood pressure rush
that film-induced fright and fretting
can cause, I put on my objectivity cap
and took to the torturous travail expe-
rienced by Tami Oldham and Richard
Sharp back in 1983. Deeming myself
the test canary that miners lower into
the prohibiting depths, I emerged from
“Adrift” rather impressed by its abil-
ity to render me uncomfortable and
anticipatory, as well as to make me
worry, at least for the length of the
movie, for the well-being and destiny
of its likeable enough protagonists.

I’ve now done my part, dived into
the cold water, walked into the strange
candy store in a neighborhood not my
own. And I survived. Which has led
me to claim my filmic badge of cour-
age. Seeking out friends, acquaintan-
ces and just about anyone who might
not be averse to my presumption as a
Marco Polo of movie reviewers, I
exclaim the new length and breadth
of my critiquing bailiwick. “Yes,” I
announce from my soapbox, “There
is more than moderate jitters to be
had from ‘Adrift.’ I give it a seven on
the Nervous Meter.”

Good acting, superb special effects
and a directorial approach of back
and forth plotting not only keeps the
suspense taut, but adds its own level
of jarring disquiet. Just don’t read the
book beforehand. In the requisite form
of such films when they are effective,
Shailene Woodley as Tami and Sam
Claflin as Richard truly make us care
about them. What more unfair thing
can befall two young folks than to be
faced with extinction just after find-
ing the love they’ve sought their
whole, short lives? We are
engaged…wondering if the fates will
save one, both or none.

This proves key to the overall ef-
fect. While there have been movies
both fictional and fact-based more
grandiose in their level of harrowment,
Adrift scores well in the all-impor-
tant, co-plot. The love story not only
works to enamor us of Tami and Rich-

ard, but emphasizes that their so-
called normality, their innocence, far
removed from a world suddenly torn
asunder, was all the time hanging
from a thin thread. That’s the disturb-
ing truth of it….there but for the grace
of G-d go I, and all that stuff. So add
goosebumps to all the possible symp-
toms you might experience.

While filmed with apparently solid
production standards, director
Kormákur’s decidedly un-Hollywood
look, shaking, handheld camera, etc.,
achieves for disaster what The Blair
Witch Project (1999) did for horror, but
of course without the hokum. There is a
realistic gauziness in the underwater
scenes, as if filmed not by a pedigreed
cinematographer, but by an anonymous
chronicler, perhaps in Neptune’s em-
ploy. Belying what is surely an esti-
mable technical feat, the faux simplic-
ity creates a near documentary aura,
further accentuating the tragedy.

Thus it bears noting that, while
iterating and perhaps doth protesting
too much that this cinema species
isn’t my meat, there is an undeniable
pleasure in having one’s prejudices
upturned from time to
time…essentially a vanity in itself as
you take credit for being open-
minded. In the gym the day after
realizing this newfound equitability, I
advertised my epiphany. Hey, I liked
a film, uh, I mean appreciated a film,
that goes against my usual grain. “Do
you like survival movies?” I randomly
queried cohorts, seeking occasion to
parade my revelation and relate my
war story.

That said, after a subsiding of self-
congratulating ebullience I now can
declare that I gave at the office. I’ve
seen my angst-provoking, seat-edged
heart-pounder for the foreseeable fu-
ture. But while I now hopefully prance
into a motion picture future of heady
sci-fi, political intrigue, screwball
romance and that rare, exquisite, dra-
matic masterpiece, know that I have
been duly reminded of the horrible
possibilities that can come of ill-
preparation compounded by the fe-
rocities of chance.

In short, see this movie if I’ve whet
your appetite for the clawing des-
peration of disaster and survival films.
But do yourself a favor. Wear your
seatbelt on the drive, and when walk-
ing from the parking lot to the theater,
what’s the harm in looking up occa-
sionally, just to make sure there’s not
a meteor or a flowerpot that’s gone
Adrift?

***
Adrift, rated PG-13, is an STX

Entertainment release directed by
Baltasar Kormákur and stars Shailene
Woodley and Sam Claflin. Running
time: 96 minutes.

MERITORIOUS...Westfield High School (WHS) senior Benjamin Kevelson
(pictured here with WHS Assistant Principal Mabel Huynh) has been awarded a
National Merit University of Rochester Scholarship. As a college-sponsored Merit
Scholarship winner, Benjamin  is part of a distinguished group of about 7,500 high
school seniors to receive National Merit Scholarships this year for college under-
graduate study.

Local Students Graduate
From Newark Academy

UCC Foundation Plans Close
The Gap Cocktail Reception

College for Teens Program at
Union County College

Rothenberg Graduates
From York College

YORK, Penn. – Zachary Rothenberg
of Scotch Plains graduated from York
College of Pennsylvania on May 12.
Mr. Rothenberg earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Behavioral Science.

Andrew Stahl Selected for
National Merit Scholarship

Elena Hend Arida Graduates
From The Ohio State Univ.

COLUMBUS, OHIO – Elena Hend
Arida earned a Bachelor of Science
in Business Administration, graduat-
ing Summa Cum Laude at  Ohio State
University’s 418th commencement on
Sunday, May 6. During the ceremony,
the university awarded a record
11,907 degrees to the largest class in
university history.

While at Ohio State, Ms. Arida
graduated with Honors Research Dis-
tinction majoring in Finance and Eco-
nomics with a minor in Latino/a Stud-
ies. Ms. Arida was awarded the pres-
tigious Eminence Fellowship aca-
demic award for four years where she
was a founder of PassGo, an employ-
ment empowerment initiative in Co-
lumbus, Ohio.

PassGo connects ex-offenders with
potential employers. By hiring former
prisoners, those employers then have
the opportunity to receive tax breaks
through the federally funded Work
Opportunity Tax Credit.

As a Fisher College of Business
undergraduate, she was awarded the
Ohio State University Pace Setter
Award in 2017. Founded in 1961, this
award represents the business school’s

highest honor.
Ms. Arida was also presented the

2015 John Muir Award for Social
Entrepreneurship for her work in so-
cial enterprise with PassGo.

Ms. Arida’s activities included
membership in the Kappa Delta So-
rority, Sigma Epsilon Phi Hellenic
Fraternity, board membership in the
Buckeye Undergraduate Consulting
Club, Stanford University Future
Business Leader program invitation
at the Stanford Graduate School of
Business, Fisher Global Lab Partici-
pant studying in Brussels, Cologne
and London and employment as Op-
erations Analyst at Kare Intellex for
two years.   In addition, she published
an undergraduate research thesis
titled, “Key Skills and Attributes De-
sired of Undergraduate Business
Hires.”

Ms. Arida plans to work at Ernst &
Young in their finance transaction
advisory services practice in New
York after graduation.

Ms. Arida graduated from Westfield
High School in 2014 and is the daugh-
ter of Kenneth and Jeannie Arida of
Westfield.

CRANFORD – The Union County
College Foundation is hosting their third
annual Close the Gap cocktail recep-
tion on Wednesday, July 11 in the Vic-
tor M. Richel Student Commons on the
Cranford campus. This campaign sup-
ports the College’s strategic initiative
to help shrink the achievement gap that
exists for African-American students
and will also provide financial assis-
tance to help those students complete
their degree on time.

This year’s event is being held in
memory of Assemblyman Jerry
Green. In 2015, when he learned about
the low graduation rates among Afri-
can-American male students, Assem-
blyman Green joined Assemblyman
Jamel Holley and a number of Foun-
dation Board members to support the
College’s strategic initiative to close
the achievement gap. Thanks to his
leadership and dedication to Union
students, the Foundation has had a
dramatic impact on student success.

Since the start of the campaign
three years ago, over $100,000 has
been invested in scholarships, grant
support, and emergency funding for

students who are on course to gradu-
ate.  Thanks to the dedication of the
College’s faculty and staff combined
with the generosity of our commu-
nity, the graduation rates for African-
American male students have more
than tripled. With the growth of our
campaign support, the Foundation is
now proud to also provide financial
support to the College’s African
American female students.

No other program or campaign in
the community college system in New
Jersey is having the same impact on
student success as we are at Union
County College.  However, the push
forward must continue to meet the
ever growing needs of our students.

The opportunity exists for busi-
nesses and individuals to participate
either as event sponsors or to pur-
chase individual tickets. If you can-
not attend, please consider making a
donation. For more information about
supporting this year’s event, please
call (908) 709-7505 or go to https://
www.ucc.edu/union-county-college-
foundation/ways-to-give/annual-
campaigns/.

Wardlaw Class of 2018
Honored at Senior Dinner

School One Holds Paws and
Claws for a Cause Art Show

Jack Colwell Awarded
Degree from Miami Univ.

OXFORD, Ohio – Jack Colwell of
Westfield was among more than 1,000
students from Miami University who
received degrees during fall com-
mencement exercises Friday, Decem-
ber 15, 2017, in Millett Hall

Mr. Colwell graduated with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree, majoring in Stra-
tegic Communication.

Clemson University
Tells Local Graduates
CLEMSON, S.C. –  Local resi-

dents graduated from Clemson Uni-
versity in spring 2018 commence-
ment ceremonies.

They are:
Emily Renee Roman of Cranford,

who graduated Cum Laude with a
Bachelor of Science in Nursing.

Kelly Lynn Schoustra of Cranford,
who graduated Cum Laude with a
Bachelor of Science in Financial
Management.

Lindsay Rebecca Ratner of Scotch
Plains graduated Cum Laude from
Clemson University with a Bachelor
of Science in Genetics.

EDISON – Members of the Class
of 2018 at The Wardlaw+Hartridge
School in Edison joined their parents,
family, faculty and staff members and
administrators at the annual Senior
Farewell Dinner on June 4.

Bob Bowman, assistant head of
school for Upper School, welcomed
the guests and Andrew Webster, head
of school, made opening remarks.
Priya Golding of North Plainfield per-
formed an acoustic vocal solo and the
sax quartet of Suraj Chandran of
Edison, Ovidio Chavez of Elizabeth,
Ray Huang of Edison and Stanislav

DeLaurentiis of Plainfield played
Bohemian Rhapsody during the early
part of the dinner hour.

Classmates Simu Singh of Mon-
roe, Cathy Bi of Edison and Soorya
Srinivas of Edison made speeches
about the Past, Present and Future,
respectively. CJ Stueck of Scotch
Plains, Student Council President, led
a Senior Toast to Teachers and Suraj
Chandran, senior class president, led
a Senior Toast to Parents. The seniors
also presented a framed class photo
to Mr. Bowman.

Students who excelled in their in-
ternship and thesis projects were rec-
ognized, along with the Global Schol-
ars in the Class of 2018. The senior
departmental subject awards for out-
standing achievement in academics,
athletics and the arts followed.

LIVINGSTON – The following
local residents are among the 101
high school seniors from Newark
Academy in Livingston who will re-
ceive their diplomas at Commence-
ment Exercises on June 10. Dean of
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences at
New York University Thomas Carew
will deliver the keynote address. He
is a distinguished teacher, researcher,
and educational leader whose research
interests center on the behavioral,
cellular, and molecular analyses of

learning and memory, and informa-
tion processing in identified neuronal
networks.

The graduates and their college
choices, awards and honors are listed
below.

Katherine Kim of Westfield,
Middlebury College, International
Baccalaureate Diploma Candidate.

Elliott Zornitsky of Westfield,
Dartmouth College,

Alessia Mercuri of Scotch Plains,
Elon University.

MONTCLAIR – Westfield resident
Andrew Stahl, a senior at Montclair
Kimberley Academy Senior, has been
selected as the winner of a 2018 Na-
tional Merit Scholarship.

From approximately 1.6 million
students who entered the 2018 Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program,
only about 16,000 were named
Semifinalists. In order to advance
inthe competition and be consid-
ered for a Merit Scholarship award,
a Semifinalist had to become a Fi-
nalist by fulfilling several require-
ments that included submitting a

detailed scholarship application and
presenting a record of very high
academic performance. Only 7,500
National Merit Scholarships were
chosen from a group of 15,000 dis-
tinguished Finalists.

In receiving this prestigious
award, Andrew is recognized among
the nation's most academically tal-
ented students. In addition to the
National Merit Scholarship, Andrew
was also inducted into the Cum
Laude Society.

Andrew will be attending the Uni-
versity of Chicago in the fall.

CRANFORD – This summer the
Office of Continuing Education at
Union County College is offering the
2018 College for Teens program spon-
sored by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

The program is offered for two ses-
sions. Each session will be held for two
weeks and will meet from Monday
through Thursday. During the session
students have the chance to explore and
research careers in criminal justice,
healthcare or transportation, logistics
and distribution, while experiencing life
on a college campus. Students will learn
about relevant career opportunities from
prominent guest speakers. The morn-
ing session will be held from July 9 to
19, from 9 a.m. to noon. The afternoon
session will be held from July 16 to 26,
from 1 to 4 p.m.

To apply for the College for Teens

program, students must be enrolled in
a Union County high school by Sep-
tember 2018 and possess a grade point
average of C or better. In addition to
the application, students will need to
submit a copy of their recent report
card along with a recommendation
letter from a teacher or guidance coun-
selor. The completed application pack-
age can be faxed to (908) 709-7070,
emailed to youthprograms@ucc.edu
or delivered to the Office of Continu-
ing Education at 1033 Springfield
Avenue in Cranford. The application
deadline for the College for Teens
program has been extended to Friday,
June 15.

For additional information about the
College for Teens Program and the
application form, visit https://
www.ucc.edu/2018-College-for-
Teens or call (908) 709-7600.

SCOTCH PLAINS – School One
hosted the Paws and Claws for a Cause
Art Show and Benefit. This event,
hosted by Jessica Cavaliere’s and Brian
Rosenberger’s fourth grade artists,
gave School One and its community
an opportunity to join in on a service
project to support the Plainfield Area
Humane Society (P.A.H.S).

The event, which was held during
School One’s Parent Visitation, in-
cluded an art show which displayed
amazing art work created by Grade K
to four. The fourth-grade students cre-
ated “bobble head” dogs, cats and
other animals made out of ceramic.

Many were painted to mimic the dogs
and cats currently at the shelter.

Sue MacWhitney-Toufo, director of
the Plainfield Area Humane Society,
was in attendance and shared informa-
tion about animal adoption, fostering,
and pet care. To support the shelter, a
pet food/supply drive was also held
with all donations going to the
Plainfield Area Humane Society.


