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King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

CONNOLLY, SZCZECH, SHRINER LED TEAM IN BATTING

Cougar Nine Held Their Own;
Finish 12-8-1 with Young Team

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thrilling finishes described nearly
every game that the Cranford High
School Cougars baseball team has
had this season. With the exception of
one of their losses, the Cougars who
finished with a 12-8-1 record, were in
it to the end and achieved it with only
one senior in the regular starting bat-
ting order and a pair of seasoned
senior pitchers.

The Cougars tied Governor
Livingston, 4-4, in 10 innings early in
the season in a game that was called
due to darkness then managed to de-
feat the Highlanders late in the season,
3-2, without even getting a hit. In the

second game of the season, the Cou-
gars endured an 11-inning, 1-0, vic-
tory over Westfield. Several of their
losses were by just one run, which
included, 4-3, and 3-2, to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 6-5, to Elizabeth and 8-7 to
Westfield. On April 14, Cougar 20-
year Head Coach Dennis McCaffery
picked up his 399th and 400th career
victories with respective wins over
Memorial, 13-1, and Linden, 5-3.

“We were very young. It showed at
times but they are typical Cranford
kids. They competed every game and
had a chance to win every game. I
look forward to next year,” Coach
McCaffery said.

Senior first baseman/catcher Pat
Connolly led the team in batting with
a .435 batting average (BA), which

included 20 hits (4 doubles), nine
runs scored, four walks and a hit-by-
pitch, six stolen bases and a tie for the
lead in RBI with 15.

“He was a total team player. He
played infield, outfield, catcher, des-
ignated hitter. He does everything on
the field. He was a joy to coach,”
Coach McCaffery expressed.

Junior shortstop Tyler Szczech fin-
ished with a .429 BA (21-for-49, 3
doubles), tied Connolly with 15 RBI,
scored 13 runs, added six walks and
one hit-by-pitch, and eight stolen
bases.

“Tyler was unbelievable last year
and once again this year. He does
everything you ask of him and is great

to coach,” McCaffery commented.
Junior right fielder Jamie Shriner

did a lot of right things also. Shriner
led the team with 22 hits, including
three doubles, two triples and two
home runs, runs scored with 16 and
stolen bases with 11 to finish with a
.407 BA. He also had eight RBI.

“He is a complete player, a three-
sport athlete, a third-year starter and
does everything well in the field and
at bat. He’s as good as they get. He
comes from a wonderful family and is
a pleasure to coach,” expressed
McCaffery.

Junior third baseman Mike Meola
finished with a .388 BA with 19 hits,
including six doubles, three RBI, five
runs scored, and two stolen bases.
Sophomore second baseman Jake
DeClerico had a .371 BA (13-for-35)
with three doubles and a triple, 10 runs
scored, four RBI and three stolen bases.
Sophomore centerfielder Mike Murphy
had a .315 BA (17-for-54) with five
doubles, 13 runs scored, eight RBI,
nine walks and was hit-by-a-pitch five
times. He also stole three bases.

Junior second-year catcher Mike
McGee finished with a .286 BA, which
included six RBI, two doubles and
three walks. Sophomore designated
hitter Connor Katz had a .440 BA (11-
for-25, 1 triple), seven runs scored,
six RBI and five stolen bases.

Experiencing limited time, sopho-
more Joe Meola went 10-for-18 for a
.556 BA, had six RBI and scored four
runs. Junior Deandre Fieldhouse had
a .308 BA with four hits, an RBI, a run
scored and a walk. Used primarily as
a courtesy/pinch runner Jack Jarosz
scored six times and stole four bases.

Senior John Markase went 1-for-3
with two runs scored, was walked and
stole a base. Aiden Plick was 4-for-
10, with a double, five runs scored,
two RBI and two walks.

Senior Gordon Graceffo headed the
pitching staff and has had a glorious
career as a Cougar. Graceffo, who
will pitch for Villanova next year,
demonstrated his worth in his sopho-
more season when he tossed a two-
hitter against Somerville to earn the
Cougars the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 title. Last year, Graceffo was
the winning pitcher when the Cougars
defeated Chatham for the section
crown. In the Group 3 Champion-
ships at Toms River South High

School, Graceffo pitched a two-hit
shutout for seven innings against
Allentown but the Redbirds struck for
five runs in the eighth to grab the title.

This season Graceffo in 51 innings,
allowed 44 hits, 17 earned runs and
nine walks, while striking out 52 to
finish with a 4-3 record and a 2.33
earned run average (ERA).

“His career for Cranford was unbe-
lievable! He won two sectional tour-
naments and pitched a two-hitter for
seven innings against Allentown. He
is a product of hard work, throwing
strikes and represents what we want
of Cranford kids to do,” Coach
McCaffery stressed.

Senior Kevin Donovan in 27.67
innings, allowed 28 hits, 15 earned
runs, 13 walks and hit six batters,
while striking out 18 to finish 2-4 with
a 3.8 ERA. Junior Jake VanDam came
on very strong to finish with a 4-0
record and a 1.71 ERA. In 32.67
innings, VanDam allowed 18 hits,
eight earned runs, 14 walks and a hit
batter, while striking out 27.

“He had a very good year. Growing
up in the system, we knew he would
do very well. He threw strikes and I
hope he will continue doing what he is
doing,” Coach McCaffery said.

Junior Jeremy Ruka in 11.33 in-
nings, allowed 14 hits, six earned
runs, two walks and hit two batters,
while striking out eight and finishing
with a 3.71 ERA. Jack McAleavey in
11.67 innings, ceded 13 hits, six runs
and six walks, while striking out 16 to
finish 1-0 with a 3.6 ERA.

With a wealth of experience return-
ing, the Cougars could look forward
to a very successful season next year.

GARGULIO 2 RBI; IVES, HYLAND 2 RUNS; MONTEL 2 HITS

Dodgers Rally; Top Cubs, 9-6
In Westfield Majors Game 2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competitive spirit by both teams
came to light in the fourth inning then
shone much brighter in the top of the
fifth for the Dodgers, who tacked on
five runs, then added another run in
the sixth to capture a 9-6 victory in
Game 2 over the Cubs in the best of
three series of the Westfield Majors
Championship at Gumbert 2 Field on

June 7. It was quite a contrast from
Game 1 when the Cubs won in a 19-
6 rout.

“Ricardo [Cubs Coach Edwards]
wasn’t very nice to us that night. He
put a hurt on us. They hit well. We
made a few errors and just didn’t get
it done. And to their credit, they just
kept hitting. We saved some pitchers
for today because we knew it was
gone,” Dodgers Coach John Toal re-

vealed.
Dodger pitchers Julian Montez and

Connor Francis combined to limit the
Cubs to eight hits, while walking three
and striking out five. Montez pitched
the first four innings, allowing six
runs on six hits and two walks, while
fanning three Cubs. Francis entered
in the fifth and allowed only a single
and a walk in the fifth inning and a

David B. Corbin (April files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING HOME SAFELY...Courtesy runner Jack Jarosz slides in for the Cougars’ second run in the third inning as Blue
Devil catcher Mike Charlton prepares to get the throw in Westfield on April 26. The Blue Devils nipped the Cougars, 8-7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWIPING SECOND BASE...Cubs slugger Kellen Edwards steals second base as Dodgers shortstop Connor Francis tries to
make the tag in the first inning of Game 2 of the Majors Championship series at Gumbert 2 Field on June 7.
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COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield East Office 908.233.5555  |  209 Central Avenue  |  facebook.com/ColdwellBankerWestfield

CB Home Protection Plan 866.797.4788

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM WESTFIELD EAST HAS BEEN AMONG THE COMPANY’S TOP OFFICES SINCE 1986.

Elizabeth Bataille Maryalice Ryan Jean Marie Morgan John Papa

Westfield |  $1,625,000
Perfect Georgian style 5BR/4+BA Colonial.
Superior craftsmanship. Beautiful KIT, spa-
cious layout. Dreamy home!
Search 3474552 on CBHomes.com

Congratulations Westfield East   |   Top Producers May 2018

TOP AGENT
Frank D. Isoldi

TOP TEAM
Kim Haley Team

Westfield |  $1,190,000
Fabulous & whimsical Victorian w/in-town loca-
tion. Porches-front & back. 6BR, 4+BA, excep-
tional appointments abound. A Gem! 
Search 3460567 on CBHomes.com

Westfield |  $1,150,000
Enchanting fairytale style Tudor 4BR/3+ BA.
Franklin School dstrct. Generous layout.
Smart kitchenette leading to patio.
Search 3443923 on CBHomes.com

Westfield |  $1,089,000
Gracious Center Hall Colonial in Prime
Location! 4 BR/2+BA. Don't miss the custom
wine cellar for 1,000+ bottles. Great details. 
Search 3471410 on CBHomes.com

Westfield |  $759,000
Move right in.. to this wonderful 5BR, 3+BA.
Hardi-plank siding & lndscpd to perfection,
paver patio complete w/treehouse. 
Search 3474949 on CBHomes.com

Westfield |  $565,000
Captivating Cape! Beautifully appointed,
meticulously updated. It exudes a modern
farmhouse-style vibe. 3Bedrooms, 2 Baths.
Search 3474657 on CBHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 
Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 
Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, fitness 
center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus on fun. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 18-15

AN ORDINANCE TO ENACT
ARTICLE V (PET SALES) IN
CHAPTER 58 (ANIMALS) IN
THE CODE OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD TO
PROHIBIT RETAIL SALES OF
CERTAIN ANIMALS

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
18-15, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 2018

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 6/14/18, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed
proposals will be received by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education, Union
County, New Jersey, for

Lease Purchase Financing
The official bid opening will be held at the

Business Administrator’s office of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion, 512 Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076, at 1 PM, prevailing time,
Tuesday, June 26, 2018, at which time
they will be publicly opened and read aloud.
The bids must be clearly marked on the
envelope “Tax-Exempt Lease Purchase
Bid,” and must contain, inter alia, the name
and address of the bidder, and the date
and hour of bid opening.

Bidders are required to comply with all
requirements of the Public Schools Con-
tracts Law, NJSA 18A:18-1, et seq., P.L.
1975, c.127 (N.J.A.C. 17:27) and with all
other Federal Laws and New Jersey Stat-
utes not specified herein.

Bid Specifications can be obtained by
contacting Phoenix Advisors, LLC (609)
291-0130. Bids must be on the proposal
form and in the manner designated in the
bid specifications. No bid may be with-
drawn for a period ending thirty (30) days
after the bid opening. Faxed bids will not
be accepted.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education reserves the right to reject any
and all bids or to waive any informalities in
the bidding if it is in the best interest of the
Board of Education to do so.

By Order of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education.

Deborah Saridaki
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 6/14/18, The Times Fee: $39.27

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports


