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LAWRENCE, HOWELL LED IN BA; ROMANO RUNS SCORED

Softball Blue Devils Played
In UCT Final, Finished 12-12

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Very close games during the regu-
lar season, the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) and the state tournament
defined this year’s Westfield High
School softball team that finished with
a 12-12 record. And the highlight of
the Blue Devils’ season was a trip to
the UCT Championship game to face
Roselle Park at Kean University.

Of their close regular-season victo-
ries, the Blue Devils nipped AL Johnson
(ALJ), 6-5, Colonia, 3-2, Benedictine,
5-3, and Somerville, 11-10, to go with
their other victories over Cranford
twice, Chatham, Sayreville and Old
Bridge. Receiving the third seed for
the UCT, the Blue Devils edged Union,
3-2, topped Cranford, 7-3, then toppled
second-seeded Governor Livingston
(GL), 6-4, to reach the finals where
they dropped a tough, 2-0 decision to
the top-seeded Panthers, who went on
to win the Group 1 title and finished
27-3.

Their close losses were to ALJ (5-
2), GL (7-4), Cranford (4-3), Colum-
bia (8-7) and Bridgewater-Raritan

(BrH2O — 6-4) during the regular
season and then 2-1 to BrH2O in the
first round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 Tournament.

Offensively, junior catcher Erica
Lawrence led the team with a .402
batting average (BA) going 33-for-
82, with 10 doubles, a triple and three
home runs. She also led the team with
18 RBI and scored 18 runs, while
walking four times and being hit-by-
a-pitch four times. Behind the plate,
Lawrence was a solid influence for
senior pitcher Bridget Hyland and
freshman pitcher Michaela Hobson.

“Erica is definitely one of the work-
horses of our team. She plays every
inning of every game and does so with
energy. Offensively, she found a ton
of success this season. She was a
multidimensional hitter who walks,
hits singles and hits home runs. She
was a key hitter in our lineup and
provided a boost to our offense,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Caitlin MacDonald
said.

Junior leftfielder Genevieve
Howell, who played right field last
year, came through with plenty of

clout with a .364 BA (28-for 77),
which included a team-leading 11
doubles to go with a home run. Howell
also had 15 RBI, scored 15 runs,
walked four times and was hit twice.
Defensively Howell made several key
catches.

“Genevieve had an excellent sea-
son. Last year, she played right field
for us and was not always comfort-
able playing there. However, she
worked so hard in the off season and
became confident, strong and nearly
error free in leftfield for us this sea-
son. Her bat was dependable and
strong from beginning to end. She led
this team day-in and day-out with her
work ethic and performances,” Coach
MacDonald said.

Junior shortstop Julia Romano as-
sumed the leadoff spot this season
and finished with a .284 BA (23-for-
81) with five doubles, three triples
and a home run, while knocking in 14
runs and leading the team in scoring
with 19 runs. She also walked five
times and was hit once. Senior
centerfielder Jordan Sacher held the

PORTER, BRADY, COSTANZO LED RAIDERS IN SCORING

Raiders Made Section Semis,
Finished 12-7 in Boys Lacrosse

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys lacrosse team may
have fielded a very young team due to
a large number of graduations but the
Raiders proved they were still among
the cream, especially come tourna-
ment time. The Raiders played
Westfield tough in the Union County
Tournament semifinals in a 15-11 loss
then made a dent in the North Group
3 Tournament by knocking off sec-
ond-seeded Wayne Hills, 8-4, before
losing to Mt. Olive, 15-9, in the semi-
finals to finish with a 12-7 record.

The Raiders recorded a number of
big wins during the regular season,
such as St. Peter’s Prep (12-11), St.
Joe’s of Metuchen (9-8), AL Johnson
(12-6) and especially Cranford (9-7)
for the Cole’s Cup. Other wins in-
cluded Wayne Valley, Hillsborough,
Bernards, Voorhees, Princeton,
Howell and AL Johnson (15-7) in the
UCT quarterfinals. The Raiders did
hit a bumpy road midway through the
season with losses to Millburn,
Westfield, New Providence and Dela-
ware Valley but did recover in time to
finish strong.

“This was a really exciting season.
The boys worked hard and had fun.
We were a very young team with only
five seniors on roster. The boys had
some big wins vs. St. Peters Prep in
OT, Bernards, Cranford for our third
straight Coles CUP. We also knocked
off the No. 2 seed Wayne Hills in the
state quarterfinals,” Raider Head
Coach Nick Miceli pointed out.

Senior attacker Jack Brady, who
will continue his lacrosse career at
Wagner next year, finished the season
with 43 goals and 17 assists for 60
points and also scooped 45 ground

balls. Last year Brady netted 49 goals
and 28 assist and was selected First
Team All-Division and Second Team
All-State.

“Jack Brady became our All Time
leading scorer was also a First Team
All-Division player as well and Sec-
ond Team All-State,” Coach Miceli
added.

Junior midfielder Anthony Porter
scored 24 goals and led the team with
52 assists for 76 points, while adding
61 ground balls. Last year Porter re-
ceived Second Team All-Division and
Second Team All-State recognition
but this year added even more acco-
lades.

“We got some great play from a
bunch of different guys on offense.
Anthony Porter was our leading scorer
[goals and assists total] and was also
named First Team All-State and First
Team All-Division. He rarely came
off the field and was a do it all
midfielder for us,” Coach Miceli ex-
pressed.

Junior attacker Noah Costanzo led
the team in goals with 55, while add-
ing four assists and 15 ground balls.
Last year Costanzo had 26 goals and
two assists. Sophomore attacker Aidan
Guma came in with 30 goals and 25
assists for 55 points and scooped 39
ground balls.

“Noah Costanzo was our leading
goal scorer and had some big games
for us, including seven verse Hillsboro
and six verse St. Peters Prep. Aidan
Guma had a great year as a first year
starter and added 55 points. Aidan
and Noah were both Second Team
All-Division,” Coach Miceli said.

Tough in the middle, junior
midfielder Alex Oslislo contributed
14 goals, nine assists and 65 ground
balls.

“Alex Oslislo was Honorable Men-
tion All Division and was tremendous
for us between the lines doing a lot of
the dirty work. Alex also chipped in
23 points,” Coach Miceli said.

Senior goalkeeper Tom Bruckman
recorded 209 saves and backup Tom
Ryan made 13 saves.

“Our senior goalie Tim Bruckman
was fantastic in goal in his first year as
starter,” Coach Miceli commented.

The “Master of Defense” senior
Harrison Parada, a Second Team All-
Division last year, finished this sea-
son with 85 ground balls and added
an assist. Junior defender Ryan
Johnson had two goals and 57 ground
balls.

“Harrison Parada was a great leader
and led our team in ground balls.
Ryan Johnson was our best cover man
and was great in sparking transition
for us. Ryan was named Second Team
All Division,” Coach Miceli noted.

Junior attacker Matt Monroy had
six goals, two assists and 15 ground
balls. Midfielder Tommy Nakonechny
had 12 goals, three assists and 26
ground balls. Justin Fletcher finished
with five goals, three assists and 15
ground balls. Jake Rigney had three
goals and an assist.

Sophomore Bobby Root handled
the majority of the faceoffs and won
154 of them, while scooping 82
ground balls. Junior Martin Rogoff
won 31 faceoffs and had 18 ground
balls.

“Our seniors did a great job leading
us this year and set the bar high for our
returners. We return 25 varsity letter
winners and look for those guys to
work hard in the off-season to come
back improved and hopefully have an
even better 2019 season,” Coach
Miceli concluded.

David B. Corbin (May files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SAFE AT THIRD...Panther Sarah Lippin slides safely into third as Blue Devil third baseman Rachel Rothenberg gets the
throw from center in the first inning of the Union County Tournament Championship game. The Panthers won 2-0.

David B. Corbin (April files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFENDING THE GOAL...Raider Ed Smith, No.1, and goalkeeper Tom Bruckman attempt to prevent Cougar Hunter
Brogan, No. 21, from scoring during the Fifth Annual “Cole’s Cup” at Memorial Field in Cranford on April 5.

BROGAN CAREER 122 GOALS, ALL-CONFERENCE 1ST TEAM

Cougar Lax Boys Made Runs
In UCT, States; Finished 11-7

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Not much was expected of the
Cranford High School boys lacrosse
team this year. A relatively young
returning roster had even the coach-
ing staff wondering what kind of re-
sults they would see on the field. The
Cougars exceeded expectations by
posting an 11-7 overall record, while
making runs to the quarterfinal rounds
in both the Union County Tourna-
ment and the NJSIAA South Jersey,
Group II Playoffs. The season was
filled with impressive wins and indi-
vidual accomplishments.

“We coaches were in fact pleas-
antly surprised with our overall per-
formance and attitude this season,”
said veteran Cranford Head Coach Al
Reinoso. “The players really re-
sponded well to every coaching chal-
lenge we set before them as well as

the performance challenges of the
regular season. I believe we were best
defined by the leadership of our se-
nior group, which although small
(five), they did an excellent job of
performing well, leading throughout
the year, and instilling their own hard
work ethic to the entirety of the team.”

Senior Jack Callan (49 ground balls,
13 assists) was a strong performer
this season. The star of the group
though was Hunter Brogan. The se-
nior standout collected his 100th ca-
reer goal in an 11-6 victory at home
over Governor Livingston. Brogan
filled up the stat page all season scor-
ing 52 goals, recording 14 assists and
collecting 60 ground balls. Brogan
finished his Cougar career with 122
goals, 40 assists and 119 ground balls.

“Hunter Brogan, who was our best
overall player, will continue his la-
crosse playing career next year at
Stevens Institute of technology, both
an excellent academic school and
Division III lacrosse program,” said
Reinoso. “Hunter turned in an excel-
lent senior season, highlighted along
the way by a buzzer-beating goal
which gave us a victory over Monclair
Kimberley Academy, his 100th ca-
reer goal, scored in the first round of
the Union County Tournament, and
being voted to our all conference first
team and being a close second in the
voting for player of the year in our
conference.”

While the Cougars will lose a great
player to graduation, Reinoso knows
he has plenty of returning talent.

“We do return a lot of other players
and a few key standouts, who will be
shouldering a lot of the load next
season. Juniors Conor Halpin

(midfield), Dante Cassaro (attack) and
Phil Marotta (goalie), will be looking
to improve on strong junior seasons.
Sophomore midfielder Cole Blazek,
also had a strong season and will
hopefully be able to improve on it
next year.”

Halpin scored 25 goals and handed
out six assists. Where Halpin really
excelled though was on faceoffs where
he won 178 of 268 attempts. Halpin
also picked up 147 ground balls. Dante
Cassaro (24 goals, 30 assists, 33
ground balls) and Cole Blazek (37
goals, 26 assists, 102 ground balls)
will ensure that next year’s Cougar
team can put the ball in the net with
ease. Marotta was strong between the
pipes all season. He recorded 165
saves while allowing 112 goals
against.

Cranford still has a long way to go
before being able to challenge the
powerhouse programs that dominate
Union County. Teams like Westfield
and Summit, which are always at the
top of the pecking order, do not seem
ready to give up the top spots anytime
soon. But Reinoso appreciates that
his 2018 edition performed above
expectations all season long and just
as important, appear poised to build
on that success next year.

“There really wasn’t any particular
high point during the season, just a
nice overall feeling of success with
the winning record and an excellent
attitude throughout the year. Team’s
morale was also bolstered by a very
strong effort by the junior varsity team,
which finished with a 10-2 win-loss
record, that leaves the players with a
brighter and more optimistic view for
the future.”

McEVOY, DiGIACOMO, KEKELIS LED IN SR. LEADERSHIP

Softball Raiders Finish Strong
In Second Half of the Season

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

At first glance, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School softball team’s
2018 season does not look like much
to get excited about. The Raiders fin-
ished 9-10, just missing out on a .500
winning percentage when they were
beaten in the first round of the NJSIAA
North Jersey, Section 2, Group IV
playoffs by Columbia by a score of 8-
1. Scotch Plains-Fanwood scratched
out a number 12 seed for the state
playoffs, again nothing to write home
about. They also made an early exit
from the Union County Tournament
with an opening round loss to
Cranford.

Dig a little deeper though and you
will find plenty of reasons to call the
2018 season a major step in the right
direction. Consider that Scotch Plains-
Fanwood appeared to be going no-
where, mired at the bottom of the stand-
ings with a 4-9 record late in the sea-
son. But the Raiders would reel off five
straight wins to even their record at 9-
9, while willing their way into a state
playoff berth. After the UCT loss to
Cranford, the Raiders outscored op-
ponents 50-21 in their next five games.

“Always tough to lose games,” said
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Head Coach
Jess Hulnik. “Especially in tourna-
ment play, but Columbia had a tough
pitcher and we had a little difficulty
figuring her out. What got the team
headed in the right direction towards
the end of the season? The girls just
started putting everything together,
pitching defense, and hitting. The girls
were also very upbeat and positive
throughout the season carrying that
positive energy from game to game.”

During the late season surge, the
Raiders got great production from
their five seniors. For the season, se-
nior Sarah McEvoy hit .357, drove in
18 runs, and had just five strikeouts in
83 plate appearances. Senior Angie
DiGiacomo led the team in walks, on
base percentage, and runs scored,
while hitting .344. Senior Quinn
Kekelis hit .327 with a .582 slugging
percentage.

Senior pitcher Zoe Cardenas took
on the bulk of the pitching, throwing
over 85 percent of her teams’ innings,
including back-to-back games to win
the Villa Walsh tournament. Cardenas
also pitched a four hit, nine strikeout,
shutout in a regular season ending

win over Rahway. Outfielder Bridget
Wallden was a team player and could
always be counted on whenever her
number was called.

“All of these players have been an
integral part of the program for four
years,” said Hulnik. “In addition to
their accomplishments on the field,
they have provided guidance and cre-
ated a welcoming environment for
our younger players. Their dedica-
tion and leadership will be missed by
all next season.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood will not be
without returning talent next season.
Several key contributors will return
and give Hulnik a base around which
to build.

“We return junior infielder Hannah
Lyman who led the team in average,
.429 with 22 RBI and a .778 slugging
percentage. Junior infielder and pitcher
Amanda Venezia hit .350 and tied for
leading the team in walks. Sophomores
Julia Solsky, Cassidy Novello started
many games for us this year and per-
formed very well. Sophomore Kelly
Nitti and freshman Abby Conklin saw
some varsity time as well and we look
for to their continued development
over the next few years.”
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David B. Corbin (April files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING TO SECOND ON TIME...Raider Sarah McEvoy slides into second base safely as the ball skips toward Summit
shortstop Taylor Thompson in the seventh inning. McEvoy hit .357 this season and drove in 18 runs.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 18-16

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
§ 27-25 (ELIGIBILITY FOR
MEMBERSHIP) IN ARTICLE II
(JUNIOR FIRE FIGHTER PRO-
GRAM) IN CHAPTER 27 (FIRE
DEPARTMENT) OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD TO AMEND ELI-
GIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
18-16, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 2018

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 6/14/18, The Leader Fee: $20.91


