
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, June 14, 2018 Page 7

Dr. Autumn M. Puhac and Charles R. Ringel

Charles R. Ringel To Wed
Dr. Autumn M. Puhac

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Ringel, of
Scotch Plains, N.J., are pleased to
announce the engagement of their
son, Mr. Charles Robert Ringel of
Scotch Plains, N.J., to Dr. Autumn
Michelle Puhac of Pittsburgh, Pa. She
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Rob-
ert Garver and Mr. Paul Puhac, also
of Pittsburgh, Pa.

Mr. Ringel is a 2009 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
He graduated from the University of
Pittsburgh Swanson School of Engi-
neering in 2013 with his Bachelor of
Science in Chemical Engineering and
a minor in Chemistry and Petroleum

Engineering. In May 2018, he gradu-
ated from Loyola University of Mary-
land Sellinger School of Business
with his MBA with a Management
Specialization.

Dr. Puhac is a 2011 graduate of
North Hills Senior High School and a
2015 graduate of the University of
Pittsburgh School of Health and Re-
habilitation Sciences with a Bachelor
of Science in Rehabilitation Science.
In May 2018, she graduated as a
Doctor of Physical Therapy from the
University of Maryland Baltimore
School of Medicine.

An October wedding is planned.

Westfield Library Programs
To Focus on Hollywood

WESTFIELD — Two programs
about Hollywood are on tap at the
Westfield Memorial Library during
June and July. The library is located
at 550 East Broad Street.

“Hollywood in the White House”
will be presented on Wednesday, June
20, at 7 p.m. Film historian, author
and speaker Max Alvarez will guide
his audience on a high-octane jour-
ney through 84 years of Hollywood
films and television shows about
United States presidents.

Mr. Alvarez has been examining
film and society for decades. His cin-
ema talks feature historical and cul-
tural information bolstered with hu-
mor and witty anecdotes about motion
pictures and their colorful creators.

On Monday, July 9, at 7 p.m.,
Paul Christiansen, Ph.D., of Seton
Hall University will answer the
question of why movies almost al-
ways have music. He will discuss
how music interacts with images,
dialogue and sound effects to create
meaning in a film scene.

Mr. Christiansen, Associate Pro-
fessor of Musicology at Seton Hall
University, recently gave a popular
lecture at the library on how music
has been used in political advertis-

ing throughout the age of television
to make candidates more noble and
opponents more ominous, to glo-
rify and to detract.

These programs are open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to the 48 librar-
ies that are part of the Middlesex
Union Reciprocal Agreement Librar-
ies. Interested persons are invited to
visit the Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org, and click on the
“About Us” tab to see if their library
is a MURAL participant.

To register for either or both of the
upcoming programs, visit wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday until June 17.
Starting June 24, the library will be
closed on Sundays for the summer.

For more information, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

WAYVE OF GENEROSITY...Pictured are WAYVE Teen Philanthropy
Board members Thomas Brennan, Matthew Dispenza, Mackenzie Dulski,
Ava Feldman, Roselyne Garabete, Nathaniel Fountain-Jardim, Jesse Katz,
Aiden Maher, Dominic Maurillo, Sloane Silverman, Rachel Simpson,
Marianne Smith and Ryan Smith, with grant awardees Janet Sarkos, Caring
Contact; Gretchen Boger-O’Bryan, CASA of Union County; Ellen Tepper,
Family and Children’s Services; Josefina Lieberman, Plainfield College
Readiness Program; Alisha Jenks, Community Coordinated Child Care of
Union County; Ahisa Quallis, Westfield Neighborhood Council, and Erica
Rodriguez, Elizabeth Coalition to House the Homeless, along with Tom
Beck, executive director, Jewish Family Service of Central New Jersey, and
Jill Dispenza and Vicki Simpson, WAYVE program directors.

Scotch Plains Library Posts
Teen Activities For June

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Public Library has
revealed its schedule of activities
for teens during the month of June.

The Teen Anime Club will meet on
Monday, June 18, at 7 p.m., for con-
versation and activities. Participants
will explore manga, watch “Fairy
Tail,” make crafts and enjoy snacks.
Registration is required. This club is
for teens in grades 6 to 12 only.

Students in grades 6 to 12 are
invited to the library’s Teen Sum-
mer Reading Kick-Off on Monday,
June 25, at 3 p.m. The event will
feature an ice cream sundae bar,
board games, Wii, raffle prizes and
more. There also will be an oppor-
tunity to sign up for the Summer
Reading program to earn prizes for
reading — including chances to
win gift cards and a library tote.
Advance registration is required.

Additionally on June 25, the
library’s Teen Advisory Board
(TAB) meeting will take place at 6
p.m. and will continue to be on the
last Monday of every month, unless
otherwise noted. TAB is the Scotch
Plains teen volunteer group for pa-
trons in grades 6 to 12. During meet-
ings, the teen staff discuss upcom-
ing volunteer opportunities and
events and teens can give their in-
put on what programs and materials
they would like to see in the library.

Following the TAB meeting, the
Harry Potter Club will meet at 7
p.m. for crafts, trivia and Harry
Potter-themed fun. This event is
free and limited to students in

grades 6 to 12.
The library will host a Teen Cook-

ing Class on Wednesday, June 27, at
6 p.m. Youth in grades 5 through 12
are invited to join Teen Librarian
Dana Vocht to learn how to make ice
cream from scratch. Participants will
have the chance to experiment with
different flavors and simple ingredi-
ents. Registration is required, and in-
dividuals are asked to note any food
allergies on the registration form.

For more information or to register
for these programs, visit scotlib.org,
e-mail library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or stop
by the Reference Desk. Further infor-
mation about upcoming teen activi-
ties at the library can be found at
scotlib.org/teens. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.

WAYVE Teen Board Gives
$5,900 In Grant Awards

WESTFIELD — WAYVE Teen
Philanthropy Board Chairs Ava
Feldman and Aidan Maher an-
nounced $5,900 in grant awards to
seven Union County organizations
at an awards ceremony May 21 at
the Westfield Area YMCA. Grants
were awarded to the following or-
ganizations: Caring Contact, CASA
of Union County, Community Co-
ordinated Child Care of Union
County, Elizabeth Coalition to
House the Homeless – Operation
Warm Heart, Family and Children’s
Services, Inc., HOPES Community
Action Partnership-Plainfield Col-
lege Readiness Program, and the
Westfield Neighborhood Council.

All seven recipients attended the
reception, where the teen board pre-
sented grant awards to each agency.
Teen board members shared grant pro-
posal qualities that touched them and
why they thought it merited funding.

The Westfield Area Youth Vol-
unteer Experience (WAYVE) is
made possible through a grant from
the Westfield Foundation and is
coordinated by Jewish Family Ser-
vice of Central  New Jersey
(JFSCNJ), a non-profit, non-sec-
tarian health and social service
agency that serves all residents of
Union County.

Members of the WAYVE Teen
Philanthropy Board include Tho-
mas Brennan, Matthew Dispenza,
Mackenzie Dulski, Ava Feldman,
Roselyne Garabete, Nathaniel
Fountain-Jardim, Jesse Katz, Aidan

Maher, Dominic Maurillo, Sloane
Silverman, Rachel Simpson,
Marianne Smith and Ryan Smith.

Ava stated that it is her “hope to
inspire other teens to volunteer,”
while Aidan said, “I have learned a
great deal from being able to expe-
rience the business side of philan-
thropy while allocating funds to
groups who directly help the un-
derprivileged in Union County.”

“This was a unique and reward-
ing experience,” added Mackenzie.
“We learned so much about the re-
sponsibilities that come with being
a board member.”

“Adults and kids working together
to build our community; it doesn’t
get any better than that,” said Amy
Kover, vice-president of the
Westfield Neighborhood Council.

Tom Beck, executive director of
JFSCNJ, spoke at the reception, say-
ing, “I am very impressed with the
hard work of this board and its grant
award choices. The agencies chosen
by this board are lifting up our com-
munity.”

WAYVE Program Directors Jill
Dispenza and Vicki Simpson closed
the evening with a thank you to all who
attended and announced that the 2019
WAYVE Teen Foundation Board will
welcome 15 high-school sophomores
and juniors. Applications for the 2019
board will be accepted in late summer.
Individuals interested in being a board
member or in any other WAYVE vol-
unteer opportunities are asked to e-
mail wayve@jfscentralnj.org.

Scotch Plains Library Slates
Summer Reading Kickoff

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library invites chil-
dren, teens and adults to participate in
its annual summer reading program.
This year’s theme, “Libraries Rock,”
will allow the community to explore,
discover, participate in and contrib-
ute to a variety of programs. Resi-
dents of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
can sign up online and in person.

The season’s programs will kick
off with an all-day celebration at the
library on Saturday, June 23. For chil-
dren, there will be an Alice in Won-
derland-themed Un-Birthday Party
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Upon entering,
each child will receive a card with
challenges. After completing the chal-
lenges, the child will earn a prize.
There will be a professional green
screen photographer during the event.

At 10 a.m., there will be a visit from
the 501st Legion. Attendees can meet
Star Wars Stormtroopers from the
Northeast Remnant. At 11 a.m., there
will be a Dance Party with DJL Show.

Online registration is required and
includes admittance to all events be-
tween 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. A ticket
will guarantee a small party favor for
each child, who must be present to
receive it. At 1 p.m., there will be a
Harry Potter celebration for kids ages
8 and up.

The YMCA will promote its 7th

Grade Membership Initiative, which
includes a free membership for chil-
dren entering the seventh grade. For
adults, there will be a Fueling for Run-
ning program at 2 p.m., highlighting
ways to fuel exercise and sports activi-
ties with healthy food. This event is
timed ahead of the Patrick’s Down-
town Race to Summer event in Scotch
Plains taking place on Wednesday,
June 27. Online registration is required.
At 3 p.m., there will be literacy-related
crafts and book bingo.

To sign up for the Summer Reading
Kickoff activities, visit scotlib.org/sr.
For more information, access
scotlib.org, e-mail library@scotlib.org,
call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or stop by the Reference Desk.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.
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Blood Drives to Be
Held at Local Sites

COUNTY — As part of an interna-
tional movement, the American Red
Cross has launched the Missing Types
campaign to recruit new blood do-
nors – and those who have not given
recently – to ensure lifesaving blood
is available for patients.

During the Missing Types cam-
paign, the letters A, B and O – the
main blood groups – will disappear
from brands, social media pages, signs
and websites to illustrate the critical
role every blood donor plays.

Three blood drives have been
scheduled in Union County. The dates
and locations are as follows:

Summit — Monday, June 18, 2 to 7
p.m., American Red Cross, 695
Springfield Avenue.

Roselle — Monday, July 2, 2 to 7
p.m., Chestnut Street Community
Church, 303 Chestnut Street.

Cranford — Tuesday, July 3, 2 to 7
p.m., Cranford United Methodist
Church, 201 Lincoln Avenue, East.

A blood donor card or driver’s li-
cense or two other forms of identifi-
cation are required at check-in. Indi-
viduals age 17 (in most states) and
older (16 with parental consent where
allowed by state law), weigh at least
110 pounds and are in generally good
health may be eligible to donate blood.
High-school students and other do-
nors age 18 and younger also have to
meet certain height and weight re-
quirements.

To make an appointment, visit
RedCrossBlood.org/MissingTypes,
use the Red Cross Blood Donor App
or call 1-(800)-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767).

Golf Tourney on Tap
Father’s Day Weekend

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains Parks and Recreation will hold
its first-ever Father’s Day Weekend
Golf Tournament at the Scotch Hills
Country Club June 15 to 17. Partici-
pants are welcome to play a round on
Friday, Saturday or Sunday.

There is no fee to participate and
individuals do not have to be a mem-
ber of Scotch Hills Country Club.
Normal greens fees apply. This tour-
nament requires two to four players
per group. Sign-up will take place at
the clubhouse upon arrival to play.

Nine-hole scores must be submit-
ted to the clubhouse at the end of the
round. Scores will be calculated based
on the lowest average group score
(one entry per group). Winners will
receive a special prize.

The Scotch Hills Country Club is
located at 820 Jerusalem Road, Scotch
Plains. For more information, call
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 223.

Jewish Singles Plan
Red Lobster Lunch

AREA — The Circle of Single Jew-
ish Friends 50s-plus will hold a Meet
and Eat Luncheon on Sunday, June
24, at noon. It will take place at Red
Lobster, located at 635 Highway 1
South and Gill Lane, Iselin.

The cost is the price of a meal from
the menu and tip plus $3. To RSVP,
call Roberta at (908) 668-8450 or e-
mail roger678@optonline.net.


