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– Obituaries –
Carol J. Graf, 80, Enjoyed Family;
Active In Church and Community

Carol Jo Ann Graf, née Ingle, passed
away on Saturday, May 26, 2018, at
her home in Smyrna, Del., with her
beloved husband, Larry, at her side.

A long-time resident of Westfield
(1968-2005), Carol was born in
Mitchell, S.D., on December 6, 1937.
She spent her childhood on her
family’s farm outside Huron, S.D.,
where both a deep appreciation for
family heritage and a lifelong love for
animals began.

She met her husband of nearly 60
years in Ames, Iowa, where they were
both students at Iowa State Univer-
sity. She was later graduated from the
University of Minnesota with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Journalism be-
fore relocating to New Jersey with
her husband and the first three of her
four children. Over many years, Carol
devoted herself to her family and
community, volunteering her edito-
rial services at church and her consid-
erable domestic talent with her
children’s Scouts activities. Mean-
while, Carol continued to foster an
enthusiasm for heritage, art and cul-

ture as she served as Regent of the
Westfield chapter of the DAR; vis-
ited family in their far-flung loca-
tions; traveled the world with her
husband; and regularly attended the-
atrical performances, whether plays,
musicals, ballet or opera, with great
avidity.

When her youngest child matricu-
lated to college, Carol returned to aca-
demics and pursued a graduate degree
in social work. She was awarded an
MSW from Rutgers University and
was soon employed as an LCSW by a
Union County-based hospice program.
She supported dozens of families
through a bereavement outreach pro-
gram before retiring with her husband
to Smyrna in 2005.

Carol is survived by her husband,
Larry; her children, Deborah, Dave,
Devon and Darcie; her daughter-in-
law, Karen; her sons-in-law, Robert
and Chris; her grandchildren, Hi-
lary, Jeremy, Dawson, Davis, Jack,
Logan and Mackenzie, and her
brother, Robert.
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DAR HONORS PROFESSOR...The Crane’s Ford chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) of Cranford recently recognized Union County
College Professor Thomas Ombrello with the National DAR Conservation Medal
Award. Pictured with Professor Ombrello, from left to right, are: Chapter Regent
Mary Leonard and Conservation Chairwoman Barbara Krause and Union
County College Assistant Dean of STEM Nicole Cippoletti.

Professor Ombrello Receives
DAR Conservation Award

CRANFORD — Senior Profes-
sor of Biology Thomas Ombrello,
Ph.D., was recently acknowledged
by the Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR), Crane’s Ford
Chapter of Cranford, with the Na-
tional DAR Conservation Medal
Award for his work on the Historic
Tree Grove at the Cranford campus
of Union County College (UCC).
Professor Ombrello received the
award on April 14 at a ceremony
held in the Cranford Community
Center.

The prestigious National DAR
Conservation Medal Award can be
presented to any man or woman
with a distinguished conservation
record. To qualify for the award,
one must have had a record of dis-
tinguished teaching, have an out-
standing volunteer record in educa-
tion at the collegiate level, con-
ducted major replanting efforts, and
resource management.

Professor Ombrello began col-
lecting acorns from trees that held
historical significance from
throughout the nation in 1995. From
these acorns he grew a sapling of
each tree in the Kellogg greenhouse
and later planted the trees in the

grove. The grove holds more than
100 trees from throughout the
United States.

In April 2017, thanks to this
project, a progeny from the grove
was given to the Basking Ridge
Presbyterian Church to be planted
near where the 600-year-old Bask-
ing Ridge White Oak once stood.

At the ceremony, Professor
Ombrello gave a presentation on
the Historic Tree Grove, how it came
to be and the stories behind the
trees in the grove. In 2015, he also
provided a seedling of the 300-year-
old Pepperidge Tree in Cranford
which was planted in the park near
where the Pepperidge Tree once
stood. The local Historical Society
records stated that the tree had once
been a meeting location for General
George Washington and his troops.

“Congratulations to Dr. Ombrello
for being recognized for his conser-
vation work and his commitment to
preserving America’s history
through the Historic Tree Grove.
We are proud that our students are
able to benefit from Dr. Ombrello’s
expertise as a biologist and ar-
borist,” stated UCC President Mar-
garet M. McMenamin, Ed.D.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
PBA SUPPORT...Lieutenant Frank Marrero, left, and Officer Dan Kranz present
a check for $250 to Autism New Jersey on behalf of the Fanwood PBA during a
ceremony June 5. Also pictured are Mallory Banks, who has been raising funds
since 2011 on behalf of those affected with autism spectrum disorder, and Mayor
Colleen Mahr, representing the Borough of Fanwood at the event.

Boy Scout Troop 73 Holds
Dinner, Court of Honor

WESTFIELD — The Boy Scouts
of Troop 73 of the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield
gathered on the Sunday evening of
June 3 to celebrate an end to this
year’s activities with their annual
dinner and Court of Honor.

The annual dinner was a potluck
held at Holy Trinity School in
Westfield, featuring a variety of
dishes reflecting the diverse back-
grounds of the Scouts and their
families. During the Court of
Honor, the Scouts celebrated their
achievements over the past year
and most especially the achieve-
ment of Eagle Scout by two mem-
bers of the troop, Tim Stein and
Justin Lang. Tim and Justin join
more than 100 Scouts who have
achieved the rank of Eagle over
Troop 73’s 82-year history. Eagle
is the highest rank that a Boy Scout

can attain.
The event also honored Seamus

Cunningham, who has completed
three years serving as Scoutmas-
ter. Rob Lang will take over as
Scoutmaster for the troop.

In addition to recognition of vari-
ous rank advancement and merit
badge completions, the ceremony
honored adult service to the troop
through the Angel and Pryor
Awards. This year’s Angel Award
was shared by Suzanne Wiegand
and Karen Outten for at least one
year of distinguished service to the
troop. This year’s Pryor Award was
given to Seamus Cunningham for
at least three years of distinguished
service to the troop.

Anyone interested in learning more
about or joining Troop 73 is invited
to contact Scoutmaster Rob Lang at
cowboyflint@troop73nj.org.

TRIUMPHANT YEAR...Holy Trinity Troop No. 73 of Westfield gathers June 3 for
the troop’s Annual Dinner and Court of Honor at Holy Trinity School. The young men,
along with outgoing Scoutmaster Seamus Cunningham and other adults affiliated
with the troop, celebrated their achievements and received recognition. Among the
honorees were Tim Stein and Justin Lang, Troop 73’s newest Eagle Scouts.

Library Events to Spotlight
Running, Healthy Eating

SCOTCH PLAINS — In anticipa-
tion of Patrick’s Downtown Race to
Summer 5k on Wednesday, June 27,
the Scotch Plains Public Library will
host a “Fueling with Food” work-
shop and “Running with the
Kenyans” book club to inspire and
encourage local runners.

The “Fueling with Food” work-
shop will take place on Saturday, June
23, from 2 to 3:30 p.m. Participants
will learn ways to fuel exercise and
sports activities with healthy food.
Award-winning baker Jennifer
Bridgeman will cover basic nutrition
for exercise and will recommend food
combinations and when to consume
them for optimum energy.

“Fueling with Food” also will in-
clude a demonstration of two recipes:
energy balls and chia pudding.
Samples and recipes will be provided
to those attending. This program is
for adults age 18 and older. Advance
registration is required.

The public also is invited to join
Ms. Bridgeman on Monday, June

25, at 7 p.m., for a fun discussion of
journalist Adharanand Finn’s “Run-
ning with the Kenyans,” a book de-
scribed as “equal parts cultural ex-
amination, cult-of-running treatise,
and poignant memoir.” Mr. Finn
brought his family to Iten, the cen-
ter of Kenya’s running culture. Six
months of living and training with
many of the runners brought him a
unique insight into the factors be-
hind Kenyan runners’ stunning suc-
cesses. Samples of ugali, the maize
porridge that is a staple of the
Kenyan diet, also will be provided.
Copies of the book can be picked up
at the library. Advance registration
is required.

For more information or to regis-
ter for these events, go to scotlib.org,
e-mail library@scotlib.org, call
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or stop by the Reference Desk. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the cen-
ter of the township.

Overlook President Joins
Imagine Leadership Council

Alan Lieber

MOUNTAINSIDE — Imagine, a
Center for Coping with Loss, has an-
nounced that Alan Lieber, president of
Overlook Medical Center in Summit,
part of Atlantic Health System, has
joined the Imagine Lead-
ership Council, comprised
of business and commu-
nity leaders, both locally
and nationally, who are
willing to serve as advo-
cates on behalf of grieving
children and teens.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come Alan to the Council
because of his leadership
in healthcare and commit-
ment to families coping
with illness and death,”
said Stuart Arnold, Imag-
ine board chairman. “We look for-
ward to working with him and the
other Council members on ensuring
no child grieves alone and normaliz-
ing grief, death and dying in our
society.”

Mr. Lieber has served as the se-
nior official of Overlook since July
2003. In that time, Overlook has
become a regional medical center
with a strong connection to the com-
munities it serves. Overlook ad-
dresses the needs of families and
caregivers through initiatives like its
palliative care program and the
Glasser Caregivers Center.

Overlook and Imagine have col-
laborated throughout the past several
years, with the hospital often referring

bereaved children and families to
Imagine’s resources. Overlook and
Imagine currently are partnering for
the Talk About The Elephant (TATE)
Conversation Project, a program initi-

ated by Mr. Lieber, which
will seek to encourage
people to broach conversa-
tions about end-of-life is-
sues. The name of the project
was inspired by a trip to
Imagine, where murals of
elephants are in each room
and hallway as a reminder
that at Imagine it is okay
and encouraged to talk about
the “elephant in the room.”

“By working together
with Imagine, I have seen,
first-hand, how important

Imagine’s compassionate work is to
grieving families in our communi-
ties,” Mr. Lieber said. “I am humbled
to be able to take a more active role
in improving the lives of these young
people.”

Imagine is a free, year-round, peer
grief-support center located in
Mountainside and serving all of
Union County and beyond. Imagine
serves children, young adults and
parents/guardians who have had a
parent, sibling or child die. Support
groups for caregivers of an adult or
child in the family living with a life-
altering physical illness also are
available. To learn more about Imag-
ine, visit its website at imaginenj.org
or call (908) 264-3100.

UNICO HONOREES...The Westfield Chapter of UNICO National held its annual
Scholarship Awards Banquet May 9 at the Gran Centurions in Clark. Three
Westfield High School seniors were awarded scholarship grants of $2,000 each.
Westfield UNICO President Bob Tarte presided over the ceremony, along with
Scholarship Committee Chairwoman Lisa Berton, which was attended by na-
tional officers, Membership Director Anthony Bengivenga, National Scholarship
Director Joan Tidona and Past National President Frank Tidona. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Mr. Tarte, Westfield High School student Joseph SanGiocomo,
a recent recipient of the Brian Piccolo Sports Award, and scholarship recipients
Liam Campanile, Ophelia Murray and Gianna Ricerca.

Juliet W. Griffin, Age 98

Flipster Is Now Available
At Westfield Library

WESTFIELD — Patrons of the
Westfield Memorial Library can now
access their favorite digital maga-
zines from the new service Flipster
from EBSCO Information Services.
Flipster is a next-generation maga-
zine service that replaces Zinio, the
service the library previously used.

The Westfield Memorial Library has
both Flipster and hardcopy versions of
magazines such as Bon Appetit, GQ,
Good Housekeeping, Martha Stewart
Living, Men’s Journal, Vogue and Van-
ity Fair, among others, so patrons have
the option of accessing the content at
the library or remotely. Magazines can
be downloaded to Android™ phones
and tablets, Apple® phones and tab-
lets, and Kindle Fire tablets for offline
reading anytime, anywhere.

Flipster offers an easy, browse-able
reading experience. Users can browse
magazines by category as well as per-
form searches for specific periodicals.
An online newsstand provides a car-
ousel of the most recent issues, as well
as a carousel of all issues, allowing for
quick access to magazines.

The table of contents contains links
for quick access to articles of interest
and hotlinks within magazines are
hyperlinked, opening in separate tabs
when clicked. In addition, there is an
option to zoom in and out for better
readability.

“Westfield Memorial Library pa-
trons can now access their favorite
digital magazines using Flipster to
browse digital versions of the latest
issues of popular magazines, cour-
tesy of the library,” said Library Di-
rector Phil Israel. “No more subscrip-
tion fees, no more unwanted paper
waste, no more hastily reading ar-
ticles in the grocery store check-out
line...well, you might still do that.”

“Flipster is a selection of digital
magazines available to patrons 24/7.
It’s simple and easy to use. We even
have a tutorial video to help you get
started. Once you give Flipster a try,
I’m sure it will become part of your
daily online use,” Mr. Israel added.

To access flipster, visit wmlnj.org/
main/emagazines.asp and set up an
account.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday through
Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday
and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday
until June 17. The library will be closed
on Sundays beginning June 24.

For more information about library
programs and services, call (908) 789-
4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign up for
the monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library at 550
East Broad Street for a copy of its
award-winning, quarterly newsletter,
“Take Note.”

Mountainside Library Plans
Summer Reading For All

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has an-
nounced the dates and details of its
Summer Reading program for all ages,
this year featuring the theme “Librar-
ies Rock.”

Adults can join the inaugural Adult
Summer Reading Club. Beginning
Thursday, June 21, both adults and
children can go to the library’s website,
mountainsidelibrary.org, and register
with Beanstack, the library’s new online
logging program. As the summer
progresses, participants can continue
logging in and track the books that have
been read. There will be prizes for both
kids and adults. Summer Reading ends
on Wednesday, August 29.

Story Times will be held on Tues-
days, June 26 through July 31. Cuddle
Story Time, for infants through age 2,
will be from 10 to 10:30 a.m., while
Preschool Stories and Crafts, for 3-, 4-
and 5-year-olds, will take place from 2

to 2:45 p.m. There will be no Pre-
school Stories and Crafts on July 31.

Family Story Time for all ages will
be offered Wednesdays, June 27
through July 26, except for July 4,
from 10 to 10:45 a.m.

On Thursdays, June 28 through July
26, Toddler Story Time for 2-year-
olds will be presented from 10 to 10:30
a.m., and K-2 Stories and Crafts, for
kindergarten through second grade,
will be available from 2 to 2:45 p.m.

Summer Book Discussion Groups
will be featured on Wednesdays, June
27 through July 25, except for July 4.
Children in grades 3 to 5 meet at 1
p.m. and children in grades 6 to 8
meet at 3 p.m. “The Trumpet of the
Swan,” “When Marion Sang,” “El
Deafo” and “Echo” are possible books
to be read. These titles usually fulfill
school reading assignments and the
books are participants’ to keep.

There will be a Wrap Up Party on
Thursday, August 30, at 2 p.m., for all
those who have read, attended story
times and/or programs.

The library also will offer three spe-
cial programs for children during July.
On Thursday, July 12, LearnListenPlay
Mobile Music Education will present
a Djembe-African Drum Circle for
children ages 3 to 8 and their caregivers.
The Juggling Hoffmans Show will visit
the following Thursday, July 19, to
perform an interactive juggling show
for all ages which includes balloon
sculptures and face painting. On Tues-
day, July 31, Jeff Boyer will present
his interactive Bubble Trouble pro-
gram for children of all ages.

All programs are free, but registra-
tion is required for all events except
for Story Times, which are drop-in.
To register, visit the library or call
(908) 233-0115. All Mountainside
and MURAL library cardholders are
welcome. For additional details, con-
tact Elizabeth Perrin, youth services
coordinator, at
eperrin@mountainsidelibrary.org.

Summer Reading is sponsored by
the Friends of the Mountainside Pub-
lic Library.

Born in Schenectady, N.Y., Mrs.
Griffin lived in Maplewood, N.J., for
many years. She was a graduate of
Columbia High School and a 1941
graduate of Wilson College in
Chambersburg. Prior to her marriage,
she was employed in the commercial
department of New Jersey Bell Tele-
phone Co., ending her career as busi-
ness office supervisor in the General
Accounts Office.

Mr. and Mrs. Griffin moved to
Westfield in 1951. The couple also
maintained a winter residence in
Daytona Beach Shores, Fla., for many
years.

Mrs. Griffin was an active member
of Grace Church and of the Woman’s
Club of Westfield. She also was a
charter member of the Genealogical
Society of the West Fields.

Surviving are her husband,
Frederick J. Griffin, Jr.; a son, Glenn
Ward Griffin, of Red Bank, N.J.; a
daughter, Mrs. Norman Anderson,
of Rowley, Mass., and two grand-
children.

Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Home of Westfield. For online con-
dolences, you may go to
grayfuneralhomes.com.

June 14, 2018

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Knights to Present
‘Theology on Tap’

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Westfield Knights of Columbus Msgr.
Henry J. Watterson Council No. 1711
will begin its “Theology on Tap”
monthly series on Wednesday, June
20, at 7:30 p.m. It will take place at
The Columbian Club, located at 2400
North Avenue, Scotch Plains.

The purpose of this series is to
provide a relaxed forum in which to
discuss matters of faith.

This month’s talk will feature the
Reverend Fr. John A. Perricone,
Ph.D., Professor of Philosophy at Iona
College in New Rochelle, N.Y. His
articles have appeared in St. John’s
Law Review, The Latin Mass, New
Oxford Review and The Journal of
Catholic Legal Studies.

Father Perricone will speak on
“What is the Meaning of Theology?”
This event is open to the general
public, and a cash bar will be avail-
able. For more information, contact
Carlos Perez-Santalla at
los@comcast.net.


