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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
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Letters to
the Editor

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Nullipara – A woman who has not

borne a child
2. Clachan – A hamlet in the Highlands

of Scotland
3. Strepitant – Noisy, loud
4. Eructation – The act of belching

CASTRAMETATION
1. Marking or laying out of a military

camp
2. In military usage, a signal for retreat

or ceasefire
3. The cessation of natural selection in

generation
4. Revenge; reprisal

CARSE
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Agitated; excited
3. Low, fertile land, adjacent to a river
4. A soft silk cloth, used for ribbons,

linings, etc.
ACROBATES

1. In aviation, a downward spiral
2. A dancer
3. A species of South African gazelle
4. Australian flying marsupial

GRAYWACKE
1. An ornamental piece of plaster work

in the center of a ceiling or panel
2. A conglomerate rock consisting of

rounded pebbles and sand firmly united
3. A scallop or large mollusk
4. A coarse product from tin dressing

Facebook Troubling Reports; Selling
Users Data To Chinese Companies

OPRA Request for
Garwood Items

Tina [Garwood Borough Clerk],
you seem to have lost my email ad-
dress. I’m still waiting for the Pri-
mary Election Results and notice of
the procedure to replace Councilman
Sarno in the wake of his recent resig-
nation.

Rest assured, you and the govern-
ing body will be receiving the list of
three names to replace him once things
have been firmed up with the pro-
spective nominees.

Also, I’ve heard from several wit-
nesses that you attended the Sara
Todisco primary election victory party
following her defeat of incumbent
Mayor Charles Lombardo and there
is photographic evidence of the same.
Is this appropriate for a non-partisan
public official to do?

Please send the primary election
results to me ASAP, in accordance
with your duties as a borough clerk,
and also send me the communica-
tions you have already sent regarding
Sarno’s resignation. Consider this
email an OPRA request for those
items.
Garwood GOP Municipal Chairman

James Mathieu

Mr. Mark Zuckerberg
CEO, Facebook, Inc.
Dear Mr. Zuckerberg: I am writing

today following reports that Facebook
provided access to its users’ data to at
least four Chinese companies, includ-
ing a smartphone maker that United
States intelligence agencies have de-
scribed as a national security threat.
These reports come on the heels of
your company’s admission earlier this
week that it signed data-sharing deals
with dozens of phone and tablet mak-
ers over the years. These reports only
further concerns about how Facebook
handles personal information and pro-
tects the privacy of the American
people.

During my questioning at our hear-
ing on April 11, I indicated that
Facebook’s actions leading up to the
Cambridge Analytica hack may have
violated the consent agreement
Facebook struck with the Federal
Trade Commission in 2011. This
week’s news reports strengthen my
belief that your company has rou-

tinely violated its promise to obtain
express consent from consumers be-
fore sharing information with third
parties.

Facebook’s agreement with
Huawei, a Chinese smartphone maker,
is particularly disturbing because of
concerns expressed by U.S. intelli-
gence officials that the Chinese gov-
ernment can use the company’s
smartphones and other products for
intelligence gathering. Bipartisan
members of the committee asked you
direct questions about Facebook’s
sharing personal data with third par-
ties. Why did you not disclose your
company’s partnerships with Chinese
technology companies and others at
the hearing?

I ask that you respond to these
troubling reports personally and urge
Facebook to provide more transpar-
ency over its data sharing techniques
and partnerships. Thank you for your
attention to this pressing matter.

Leonard Lance
Member of Congress

Quality Of Life Is Reduced By The
High Decibel Noise Of Leaf Blowers

Lofty Arguments That
Yet Again Falls In On Itself

On Freeholders, I Beg
To Differ

Regarding the 14 years that
Westfield has not had a member of
the Board of Chosen Freeholders. I
beg to differ. Until 2011, Ms. Nancy
Ward, Esq, a Linden emigre, was
Westfield’s resident Freeholder.

Roger Stryeski
Roselle

My letter is not meant to dissuade
anyone from the desire to remove all
traces of nature from our driveways,
lawns, and sidewalks. For a “broom-
swept yard” is no more or less “nec-
essary” than countless other accou-
trements of our daily suburban life.

Rather, my goal is to simply ex-
press that for many our quality of life
is substantively reduced by the inces-
sant, high-decibel noise of leaf blow-
ers. To many of us, the frustration is
compounded by the irony that we
generate a near continuous assault of
high-decibel leaf blowing in the at-
tempt to beautify our environment to
create the photo-op ready suburban
landscape picture. But the reality is
that the high-pitched whine of the
two-stroke leaf blower is more ubiq-
uitous than birds chirping, children
playing, or dogs barking. Actually,
“leaf blower” is now a misnomer be-
cause most of the year there are no
leaves to blow. Now daily blowing
targets mostly wayward lawn clip-
pings and dirt that has encroached
onto driveways, decks and sidewalks.

I am not suggesting a new ordi-
nance or a ban (just another issue that
will divide), but rather to bring aware-

ness that the extreme noise pollution
generated from these leaf blowers
creates stress for many of your neigh-
bors. Hopefully, just this awareness
will change behavior in a spirit of
consideration. For most I believe
choose to be considerate neighbors.

So perhaps each of us can reduce
the time spent using the blower or
have a brief conversation with the
landscaper to cut back, especially in
the spring and summer. Maybe limit
to a quick final blow to the hard
surfaces, which for a standard home
should take no more than a few min-
utes. Give him or her the green light
to leave the lawn as is after cutting,
advise that it is not necessary to blow
the grass itself to disburse clippings
and organic debris. This may be wel-
comed by your landscaper as it will
not increase time spent on the lawn
and will not threaten his livelihood.
Maybe we can all accept a little na-
ture (dirt and grass clippings) on our
property so that our beautiful town
can be enjoyed by all its residents,
and not simply by those who drive
through with their windows up.

Jonathan Spitz
Westfield

I have to laugh at this week’s screed
(Letter to Editor) from Stephen
Schoeman, especially the introduc-
tion of the tired phraseology of “too
much government.”

While I am not a current Westfield
resident, it would not surprise me if
no cost information is even available
yet, especially if the town council is
still gathering information about lo-
cation, vendors, construction consid-
erations, permits, usage, etc. Would
Mr. Schoeman expect that the town,
much less any private business, not
do it’s due diligence to gather this
costing info. and, since we are talking
about government processes too, have
the required meetings to gauge sup-
port (or lack thereof) and other con-
cerns of the community?

Seems to me that if they did not do
that, Mr. Schoeman would be com-
plaining about our town officials not

doing their jobs either. Sorry, you
can’t have it both ways.

I also find Mr. Schoeman’s overall
attitude to our current crop of kids off
“sit down and just do your home-
work” exceedingly laughable and
another sign that the Leader’s unpaid
editorialist is way out of touch. Mr.
Schoeman, please reference Amanda
Pyle’s article on page 16 in “The
Student’s View” that, in my opinion,
clearly shoots down your argument
and provides an excellent example of
what the students of 2018 have to
balance by way of expectations, both
stated and implied.

As usual Mr. Schoeman constructs
another set of lofty arguments that yet
again falls in on itself after appropri-
ate examination and weight of its own
illogic.

Peter Stockschlaeder, Potomac, Md.
(WHS 1987, resident 1981-1991)

Thank You Garwood DEMs
Primary Voters; On To November

Thank you, Garwood! This Primary
Election was nothing short of historic.
We saw one of the highest turnouts ever
in a Democratic primary in our small
town with over 570 people casting votes
for Mayor and Council. You made your
voice heard loud and clear about what
types of leaders you want and how we
should move our town forward.

I am truly honored and humbled to
have earned your confidence and am ex-
cited to get to work to ensure a victory in
the November election.

My running mates, Michael Ince and
Sean Benoit, have been phenomenal part-
ners in the journey of this campaign.
They bring such energy, enthusiasm, and
experience. All three of us are ready for
the next journey where we will continue
to listen to you and spread our message of
a stronger Garwood that has leadership
and ideas that work.

I’m humbled by the number of people
who turned out to vote, including many
who declared Democrat to vote in their
first primary. Now, we can focus on regis-
tering even more people and reaching out
to everyone;  Democrats, unaffiliated vot-
ers, and Republicans. Regardless of party
affiliation, we are all Garwood and we all
have a stake in the future of our town.

As the saying goes, “it takes a village,”
and I’m so proud and grateful for the

village behind the Democrats for Garwood
team. Thank you to Council President
Jen Blumenstock and Councilman Marc
Lazarow for your support since the very
beginning. Many thanks to the dozens of
volunteers on our campaign team who
helped canvass, made phone calls, hosted
events, and so much more. We also ap-
preciate the help and support from our
“junior” volunteers! I look forward to our
team growing even larger in the coming
months.

Thank you to my family for always
supporting me in this “rough sport” and
for understanding why I devote all the
time that I do to the town that I love. This
love for Garwood was instilled in me by
them from an early age and only grows
stronger over time. It is the sole reason I
serve and continue to run for office.

I’d also like to thank the Garwood
Forward team for a hard-fought race that
has energized many Democrats as we
head into the General Election. Finally, a
big thank you to Mayor Charles Lombardo
for your 25 years of dedicated service to
Garwood. I look forward to continuing to
serve the people of Garwood alongside
you the rest of this year.

On to November! Thank you!

Sara Todisco
Garwood Councilwoman

Mayoral Candidate (D)

Ice Rink Is Local
Government Run Amok

I am confident that most of my
neighbors – both those in Westfield,
where I lived for 25 years, and those
in Garwood, where I’ve hung my
fedora for a decade – will agree that
the ice rink proposed for Gumbert
Park is a threat to public health and
safety.

The rink would turn a tranquil
neighborhood into a sideshow, gen-
erating crowds, parking and traffic
congestion and noise, fumes and light
pollution. It would reduce residential
property values and damage nearby
businesses.

The proposal was hatched in vir-
tual secrecy, making a mockery of
every pol’s transparency pledge and
Westfield’s promise to be a good
neighbor. It is a prime example of
local government run amok. It must
be stopped.

Bill Connolly
Garwood

See More Letters
On Pages 5, 14, 15.

Rec. Marijuana Bill Shouldn’t Be
Lumped In With Medical Pot

State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Linden)
and Senate President Steve Sweeney (D-3rd,
Gloucester) are joining forces in an effort to push
recreational marijuana legalization across the finish
line after it stalled in the Legislature. The move,
though, is controversial, as it links the recreational
marijuana bill and a second, far less controversial
bill that expands access to medical marijuana.

Municipal governments also should pay attention.
Under the recreational marijuana legislation, local
governments “would retain the right to create their
own ordinances governing the time, place and man-
ner of sales and they would have 180 days following
enactment of the law to prohibit the operation of an
establishment to sell marijuana.” However, if a town
fails to adopt an ordinance within the 180 days,
marijuana sales would be permitted for five years.
Towns would have the option to prohibit marijuana
sales after each five-year period ends.

Also, persons who have been convicted of posses-
sion of under 50 grams of marijuana would be able
to apply for expungement in state Superior Court.

“The New Jersey Marijuana Act,” S-2703, would
expand conditions that allow for use of medical
marijuana to include epilepsy, post-traumatic stress
disorder, glaucoma, human immunodeficiency vi-
rus (HIV), acquired immune deficiency syndrome
(AIDS), cancer, multiple sclerosis (MS), muscular
dystrophy, inflammatory bowel disease, terminal
illness, if the patient has a prognosis of less than 12
months of life, anxiety, migraine, Tourette’s syn-
drome, chronic pain, or any other medical condition
or its treatment that is approved by the Department
of Health.

We fully support medical marijuana, as many
patients suffer through medical conditions that could

be helped if they had access to prescriptions for
marijuana. But recreational marijuana, in our view,
would be bad for society, as it lowers one’s work and
school performance and legalizing it would seem to
say it is an acceptable practice. And even if it
becomes legal, most employers would likely forbid
its use in office settings, from the medical field to
schools to manufacturing plants, just to name a few.

But, while we oppose the sale of recreational
marijuana, decriminalizing marijuana is something
our State Legislature should move forward with.
People arrested for marijuana use only ties up our
police and fills our jails with people who should
instead be given a summons or a fine.

The state hopes to bring in $1 billion a year from
legal marijuana sales. In his original bill, S-830, Sen.
Scutari proposed an initial 7-percent sales tax, 10
percent in year two, 15 percent in year three, 20
percent the fourth year and 25 percent after five
years. Let’s not pretend legalizing marijuana is be-
ing done for any other reason. Legalizing marijuana
for the sake of sales revenue is wrong.

A real concern of ours is the prospect of more
drivers under the influence, which would surely
increase if pot is legalized. Also, would smoking
weed in parks and recreational areas and public
buildings be disallowed as it is for cigarettes?

New Jersey spends approximately $127 million
per year on marijuana possession enforcement, ac-
cording to the original legislation. “This act (bill)
will divert funds from marijuana sales from going to
illegal enterprises, gangs, and cartels,” according to
the bill.

The state should look to cut spending instead of
pursuing new revenue sources like legalizing mari-
juana and sports gambling.

Along The Campaign Trail, Let’s
Emphasize Issues and Civility

The Primary Election last week produced a mix of
results, with veteran office holders in some races
being defeated or seriously challenged by newer
nominees. Property taxes, government services and
widespread redevelopment are among the dominant
concerns for New Jersey residents, and we urge
voters to do their best to stay informed about the
candidates and their platforms on these and other
issues ahead of the November General Election.

Locally, races for mayoral and council nomina-
tions in Garwood generated the lion’s share of
attention among our readership over the past sev-
eral months. The Primary culminated with political
veteran and first-term Mayor Charles Lombardo
defeated by Councilwoman Sara Todisco for the
Democratic mayoral nod. Now in her third term on
the borough council, Ms. Todisco won by an im-
pressive margin of 425 to 162 votes. She and her
running mates, Michael Ince and Sean Benoit, will
face off against Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro, the
Republican mayoral nominee, and GOP council
candidates Kimberly Salmon and Jennifer Sirak in
the General Election.

Other key Primary contests wrapped with Elec-
tion Night victories for five-term Republican Con-
gressman Leonard Lance and Democrat Tom
Malinowski in the Seventh District, and for two-
term Democratic Senator Robert Menendez and

Republican Bob Hugin for United States Senate.
This year’s Primary found six Democrats and

three Republicans vying to be nominees for the
three open seats on the nine-member, currently all-
Democratic Union County Freeholder Board. Now
facing each other in the General Election will be
incumbent Alexander Mirabella of Fanwood, An-
drea F. Staten of Roselle and Kimberly Mouded of
Westfield for the Democrats and former Garwood
mayor Patricia Quattrocchi of Clark, Garwood
Councilman Joseph Sarno and Peter G. Kane of
Summit on the Republican ticket.

We congratulate the Primary winners and wish
them luck as they continue their journeys on the
campaign trail, and commend all who ran for their
willingness to serve. Every level of elected office
involves major time commitments and the juggling
of public service with family and career obligations
and other responsibilities.

As the campaigns wind their way through the
summer and fall on the march to November, we also
express our hope that all candidates, and their sup-
porters as well, will remain focused on the issues
that impact everyone, regardless of their political
affiliation. We strongly discourage personal attacks
and appeal for civility in all phases of the campaign
season, as a show of respect for the candidates, the
voters and the democratic process itself.


