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Williams Joins Freeholder
Bd.; Print Shop Discussed

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board swore in Rebecca
Williams of Plainfield Thursday night
as the newest member of the all Demo-
crat nine-member board. She replaces
Linda Carter, also a Plainfield resi-
dent, who resigned when she was
appointed to the 22nd Legislative
District Assembly seat held by the
late Assemblyman Jerry Green.

Both Ms. Carter and Ms. Williams
are expected to appear on the No-
vember General Election ballot to
run for the one-year unexpired terms
of those seats.

“I will do this job to the best of my
ability and I look forward to support-
ing all of the wonderful events in
Union County and my door is always
open, so please feel free to reach
out,” Freeholder Williams said.

During the regular meeting, the
board approved a two-year food ser-
vices contract for inmates at the county
jail with Aramark Correctional Ser-
vices, LLC of Philadelphia, Pa.

Ron Charles, director of correc-
tions, said the cost of meals per the
new agreement is $5.45 per meal,
down from $7.87 per meal in the
previous contract. He said over the
last two years the county spent be-
tween $110,000 and $115,000 on in-
mate meals per year in county funds.
The county receives $65,000 annu-
ally from a state grant to reduce the
$180,000 total cost to the county.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion authorizing the county manager
to enter into shared services agree-
ments with Union County munici-
palities for the use of the county print
and sign shops housed at 179 West
Grand Street in Elizabeth.

Amy Wagner, director of economic
development, said the county has a
contract with Xerox Capital Services
LLC that was just renewed and runs
through December 31, 2022. The
county leases equipment from Xerox,
which also has an employee in the
county print shop working with county
employees. Ms. Wagner said the
county offers the service to towns,
which are charged whatever it cost
the print shop to produce the items
requested by the town.

She said the memorandum of un-
derstanding (MOU) agreements run
for five years, the length of the print
shop’s agreement with Xerox. Towns
sign the agreement regardless if they
want to use the program.

“They don’t have to do it, (as) there
is no obligation for them to, but should
they ever want to utilize the service
they can because the MOU is in
place,” Ms. Wagner said.

She said some towns use the print
shop for election ballots, while others
use the shop more extensively, noting
that the county does over $100,000 in
print business with towns. Ms. Wagner
said all the equipment has been up-
graded to “professional digital qual-
ity equipment.”

“We can do anything that they could
get out in the open market, but it
could essentially save them money,”
Ms. Wagner said. “We always sug-
gest (to towns), ‘go out, get a price
from a private (sector) printer and
then look at what we have to offer,’”
Ms. Wagner said.

She said the shop can make interior
and exterior signs ranging from let-
tering on doors to road signs.

“We are not trying to make any
money off any municipality, which is
why we can come in less (than private
printers),” Ms. Wagner said.

Joseph Graziano, director of engi-
neering, public works and facilities
management, said some municipal
police departments use the county
print shop for lettering on police ve-
hicles, which he said saves towns
money.

During his comments, Freeholder
Bruce Bergen said federal legislation
in Washington, D.C., which funds the
Rahway River Basin Flood Risk
Management Feasibility Study, has
advanced in the U.S. Senate.

He said the study provides solu-
tions “in the most cost-effective way”
to flooding that occurs in Cranford,
Kenilworth, Springfield, Union,
Rahway and Garwood in Union
County, as well as parts of Essex and
Middlesex Counties.

The America’s Water Infrastruc-
ture Act of 2018 includes funding for
the next step of the Rahway River
flood project. In addition to the fund-
ing, the Act authorizes the Army Corps
of Engineers, which is heading up the
project, to proceed with
preconstruction, engineering and de-
sign after the current study is expe-
dited.

Mr. Bergen said the bill now heads
to the Senate floor after it was passed
by the Senate Environment and Pub-
lic Works Committee.

At the start of the agenda meeting
that proceeded the regular meeting,
the board honored students who par-
ticipated in the fifth annual Union
County Student Training and Enrich-
ment Program (UC STEP).

Every year high-school students
gather and develop community ser-
vice projects that are later put online
for people to vote for the best project.
The first-place winner of the 2018
UC STEP Start Now Grant, “Branches
Against Bullying,” was Alexander
Hamilton Preparatory Academy in
Elizabeth, which received a prize of
$1,000. New Providence High
School, Union County TEAMS Char-
ter School in Plainfield and Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights received Honorary Mentions
and received $250 each.

Jim Lowney/County of Union
WELCOME...Assemblywoman Linda Carter (D-22nd, Plainfield) administers the
oath of office to Freeholder Rebecca Williams last Thursday night as she joins the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders. They are joined by Freeholder Williams’
godson, Liam Phillips Brown. Ms. Williams, a resident of Plainfield and a former city
councilwoman, will complete the term left vacant by Ms. Carter, who recently
resigned to become the State Assemblywoman for the 22nd Legislative District.
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Freeholder Board Offers
More CPR Classes

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders will
provide two additional CPR training
classes in June. The classes are con-
ducted by personnel from the Divi-
sion of Emergency Services in the
Union County Department of Public
Safety.

Participants pay only for course
materials, which total $19.50 for the
classroom manual and certification
card. Both classes are open to all
Union County residents. Prior expe-
rience or training in emergency medi-
cal care is not required. The classes
can be taken by anyone with an inter-
est in learning CPR. They also can be
used to fulfill OSHA and other em-
ployment requirements. They will
cover techniques for adult, child and
infant CPR, and the use of an AED
(automated external defibrillator).

Participants may choose either of the
following dates: Saturday, June 16, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. (the June 16 class in-
cludes additional first aid training) and
Tuesday, June 19, 6 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Classes will be held in the Union County
Emergency Services Building, located
at 535 Laurel Avenue, Roselle Park.

The materials fee of $19.50 is ac-
cepted by check, made out to RWJ
Rahway (checks will be collected at
the beginning of class). Participants
should be prepared for physical move-
ment including kneeling, bending and

simulation of chest compressions. The
class also includes video presenta-
tions.

Registration is online at ucnj.org/
public-safety/division-of-emergency-
services. For additional information,
contact the Office of Emergency Man-
agement at ucoem@ucnj.org or call
Lieutenant Sara Chmura at (908) 654-
9881.

Electronics Recycling
Event Set for June 30
COUNTY – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders will
sponsor a free recycling event for
electronic equipment on Saturday,
June 30. The event will take place
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools
campus, located at 1776 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains.

All Union County residents may
participate at no cost. There is a limit
of six electronic items per car. Elec-
tronic equipment that will be ac-
cepted includes televisions, comput-
ers, monitors, hard drives, modems,
keyboards, printers, fax machines,
DVD/VCR players, telephones, tab-
lets and e-readers. Residents need
only drive to the site with their un-
wanted electronic equipment. Work-
ers at the site will unload their ve-
hicle.

The event will be held rain or
shine for Union County residents
only and not for businesses. No pre-
registration is necessary, but proof
of Union County residency is re-
quired.

For more information about Union
County recycling events and pro-
grams, visit ucnj.org/recycle or call
the Union County Recycling Hotline
at (908) 654-9889.

Bd. of Adjustment OK’s
Fences, Additions

By ZOE RADER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The board of ad-
justment approved every appeal
brought before it at its meeting Mon-
day night.

Roughly 20 community members
attended the nearly three-and-a-half-
hour meeting, which featured appli-
cations for approval ranging from
high fences to wall raisings to first-
floor office use.

At the start of the meeting, AHS
(Atlantic Health Services) Hospital
Corp., which is seeking preliminary
and final major site plan approval to
permit medical offices on the first
floor at 138-142 Central Avenue,
asked for the board to hold a special
meeting to hear its application as
Atlantic Health was unable to have a
representative attend Monday’s
meeting. The applicant is seeking
professional offices and health care
services on the first floor, which are
not permitted in the central business
district. The board agreed to the re-
quest with the special meeting date
to be announced.

Several applications had been car-
ried over from the board’s May 14
meeting. Mark Dow of Summit, owner
of 247 Prospect Street for investment
purposes, was the first applicant seek-
ing the board’s approval. Mr. Dow
gained permission to build a six-foot-
high fence whereas the town’s land
use ordinance allows for front-yard
fences of four feet.

“The board’s been pretty reason-
able and helpful. This is my first time
through it and I’ve had a good expe-
rience,” Mr. Dow said. “I’m not in a
hurry. I want to get everything done
correctly.”

The hearing of an application from
Partha Palit and Panchatapa Dasgupta
of 118 Clifton Street was postponed
to a later meeting. They are seeking to
retain a six-foot-high fence that ex-
ceeds height restrictions for a front
yard by two feet.

Michael Cunningham of 420
Jefferson Avenue took the floor next
and sought to build additions that
were several feet under land use ordi-
nance requirements for front- and
side-yard setbacks.

“I’ve lived in Westfield forever,”
Mr. Cunningham said. “My family
now is slightly bigger than when I
grew up, so we need more space.”

The board approved Mr.
Cunningham’s application.

The last of the carried applications
was that of Clarissa and Paul Dobek
of 712 Norman Place, who applied

for a kitchen extension that is three
feet below the minimum side-yard
setback requirement of 10 feet.

“We have two young children, and
when we’re in the kitchen cooking it
creates a hazard,” Mr. Dobek said.

The board granted approval for the
Dobeks’ addition.

There were several new appeals as
well at the meeting.

David and Sarann Wood of 157
Brightwood Avenue, who are reno-
vating their kitchen and two bath-
rooms, needed approval to raise the
existing walls and extend the roof
line.

“I’d like my six-foot husband to be
able to use the bathroom,” Sarann
Wood said.

The board agreed that since these
changes work within the approved
footprint of the house and mainly aim
to make the bathrooms useable, the
Woods’ application was accepted.

After three witness testimonies,
much conversation and a number of
conditions, the board next approved
17-33 Elm Street, LLC’s plans for a
first-floor office. Local ordinance al-
lows professional offices on the sec-
ond and third floors, but not the first
floor, in the central business district.

The last item covered was a re-
quest from the Parish Community of
Saint Helen, 1600 Rahway Avenue,
for approval of a plan to construct a
new garage. Ordinances require a
minimum distance between a princi-
pal building and an accessory struc-
ture as well as a minimum lot front-
age metric. Following four witness
testimonies, the application was ap-
proved.

The application from Lucy and
Daniel Biegler of 908 Cranford Av-
enue, who are seeking to build an
addition on their home, was carried to
the next meeting.

The board of adjustment will meet
again on Monday, July 9, at 7:30
p.m., in the council chambers in the
municipal meeting.

Blaufeder New GOP
Chair in Garwood

GARWOOD — The Garwood Re-
publican Committee on Monday
elected Steven Blaufeder as its new
chairman, replacing Jim Mathieu,
according to Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro.

Mr. Blaufeder was a candidate for
borough council in 2011 and 2013.
He was named in 2013 to fill a va-
cancy on the council.


