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The Future of Banking
Comes to Westfield

Technology That Simplifies Banking
for this charming & modern town 
The Westfield Financial Center will showcase the 
latest technology to simplify banking. Interactive 
teller machines will allow customers to complete 
more routine transactions (check cashing, deposits, 
loan payments, etc.), using a remote-controlled, 
interactive kiosk while being virtually guided by a 
Universal Banker. On-site bank representatives will 
now be free to assist with more complex transactions 
(new account openings, loan applications and 
closings, etc.). Stationed loan officers will also assist 
with all business and commercial loan needs. 

Location & Hours For Banking Convenience  
visit us in the heart of Westfield
Prime Location - stationed directly across the 
train station in the bustling downtown area. 

Extended Hours - for added commuter 
convenience, extended hours of operation 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Full Access - access funds anytime with the 
24-hour ATM machine.

Spencer Savings Bank has more than 75 years of banking experience with decades of service in Union 
County. Spencer knows what makes a financial institution successful in servicing local residents and business 
customers’ banking needs. Celebrating her 15th year with Spencer, our Financial Center Manager Marta 
Alexandre is a longtime Union County resident with strong ties in the community and a real sense of what 
customers need.

To learn more, contact Marta at (908) 889-6390 or visit us online at: 

spencersavings.com/the-future-of-banking

Scotch Plains Zoning Board
OKs Three Applications

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment made quick work
of its agenda last week, approving
three applications in less than 15 min-
utes before moving into closed ses-
sion to discuss pending litigation
matters.

At the June 7 meeting, James and
Danielle Coughlin were given per-
mission to install a six-foot fence
along the side of their home at the
corner of Martine Avenue and West
Broad Street, in large part to allow
their two young children to play in the
yard and be shielded from what Mr.
Coughlin noted is a busy intersection.

DMF Service Company was

granted permission to build a 10-foot
by 20-foot deck outside the second
floor at the rear of a house at 2208 Old
Farm Road, and Daniel Cody was
given permission to install an in-
ground swimming pool at the rear of
his property at 10 Round Hill Road.
Setback variances were required due
to the pool being closer to the prop-
erty line than is allowed. Mr. Cody
told the board the pool’s location, in
the flattest part of the yard, was dic-
tated by the topography of the prop-
erty, which is very hilly.

Two other applications — both
seeking permission to install fences
— were postponed until the board’s
September meeting. The board’s next
meeting will be on Thursday, July 12.

Union Catholic High School
Congratulates the Class of 2018
on obtaining a remarkable $33,304,558 in college scholarships.

1600 Martine Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908-889-1600,Ext. 302 • www.unioncatholic.org

ADVENTURE AWAITS  
WESTFIELD AREA YMCA SUMMER CAMP! 

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA  
220 Clark St., Westfield  908-301-9622  westfieldynj.org        westfieldareay      westfieldareaymca 
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  Financial assistance is available.  

WHERE YOU BELONG 

THIS SUMMER  
 

Ask about our summer 
membership specials! 

From one week to all summer long, the Westfield 

Area YMCA offers a variety of camp experiences for 

children ages 3-15: 

TRADITIONAL 

Blue Sky, Discovery, Explorer, Inclusion 

Camp Programs, Last Blast, Little 

Explorer, Puddle Jumpers, Sunshine 

SPORTS 

All Sports, Basketball, Fencing, Soccer, 

Tennis, Ultimate Frisbee  

S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Arts, Math) 
Brick City Engineers, Bricks 4 Girlz, 

Coding with Kids, Dance Starz, Drama, 

Fashion Design, Hands on Art,  

Mysteries of Magic, Robotics, Skill 

Sharpeners, Stage Production, Star 

Wars® STEM, Transformation Creations, 

Young Scientists  

LEADERSHIP/TRAVEL 

Counselors In Training, Leaders In 

Training, Travelers 

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
COMMUNITY SPIRIT...A proud moment for the Banks family of Fanwood
occurred June 5 as they presented a check for $17,500 to Autism New Jersey,
money raised during the annual Rockin’ For Autism festival at LaGrande Park in
April and several other fundraisers. The presentation took place at the Sheelen’s
Crossing restaurant in Fanwood. Mallory Banks, standing on the right side of the
check, has been organizing the benefit events since 2011, inspired by her brother,
Ethan, on her left, who has autism. She is assisted in her efforts by her mom, Gina
Banks, next to Ethan, and dad, Jeff, behind Mallory. Mayor Colleen Mahr, far
left, represented the Borough of Fanwood, which renders assistance for Rockin’
For Autism. Accepting on behalf of Autism New Jersey was Ellen Schisler,
associate executive director, shown on the left side of the check. See a related photo
on page 6.

PRIDE MONTH...Union County Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados, Vice-
Chairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski and Freeholders Bruce H. Bergen and Rebecca
Williams and other public officials join students of Elizabeth’s Thomas Jefferson
Arts Academy Acapella Chorus at the Union County Pride Flag Raising Cer-
emony event on the steps of the historic Union County Courthouse on Broad Street
in Elizabeth. The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders proclaimed June
2018 as Pride Month in Union County. Union County’s Pride Month events are
organized by the Office of LGBTQ Services.

Former WHS Teacher
Resigns From Telluride HS

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Following last
week’s report in which three women
came forward to say that former
Westfield High School (WHS) En-
glish teacher Marc Silbergeld engaged
in inappropriate behavior with them
while they were his students, Mr.
Silbergeld has resigned from his
teaching position in Telluride, Colo.

Telluride School District Superin-
tendent Mark Gass told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times in an e-mail,
“The teacher you are inquiring about
resigned from Telluride High School
and is no longer employed with the
Telluride district. This teacher was
employed from fall of 2013-spring of
2018 as a high school English teacher
and Boys’ Lacrosse coach.”

Since last week’s edition, an addi-
tional woman contacted The Times,
but did not want to be identified.
“When I was a freshman at Westfield,
I had heard the rumors about
Silbergeld having relationships with
students. I didn’t know come senior
year I, too, would be one of them,”
she said.

She said that during a difficult time
in her life, Mr. Silbergeld seemed
supportive of her, including hugging
her and checking on her well-being.

She told The Times, “In the second
half of the year the touching started to
increase. He would rub my shoulder
and neck in class, he would invite me
to the resource center to spend more
time and presented it then as extra
help. He often told me at school how
beautiful I was and that I was special
because I wasn’t like the rest of the
girls.”

She said that he had asked for her
phone number and that is when he
started asking to meet her off school
grounds. She said that she met him at
his parents’ house in Westfield, where
their relationship became very inti-
mate and sexual. She met him again at
his home in Fanwood. When she

graduated, he gave her “Phenomenal
Woman” by Maya Angelou, inside of
which he wrote a long note.

Prior to the publication of last
week’s Times, she had never told any-
one about her relationship with Mr.
Silbergeld. “I have tried to suppress
this all, as I knew he was in the wrong.
I was just a kid, but I was worried of
the consequences. Now, with class-
mates and peers coming forward, I
feel I need to share my story. This
shouldn’t be allowed to happen in a
school system. As an adult looking
back and as a mom of two girls, I
cannot imagine what I would do if
this happened to them.”

“I don’t want someone like that in
a classroom,” she told The Times.

Sources close to the matter said
that the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office has opened an investigation.
Prosecutor’s Office spokesman Mark
Spivey told The Times, “The
Prosecutor’s Office cannot confirm
nor deny details about, or the exist-
ence of, specific investigations of this
nature. Anyone with information re-
garding such a matter is urged to
contact our Special Victims Unit at
(908) 527-4696.”

The Times also has learned of a
civil lawsuit in which Mr. Silbergeld
reportedly sued a Westfield resident
for defamation in April of 2009, dur-
ing his tenure as a WHS teacher. The
case file is archived in Trenton, and a
copy was requested but not received
as of press time.

Additionally, The Times located a
court case from June of 2006 entitled
“Silbergeld Petitions Westfield Po-
lice Department, et al.” However, that
case file has been marked “destroyed”
by the court system.

Attorney Daniel Zemke of Tellu-
ride, who is representing Mr.
Silbergeld, did not respond to a re-
quest for an interview or statement
from his client.
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be “appropriate” to discuss AED costs
with the allied programs or the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education.

Ms. Gialanella said she is in full
support of AED availability and
proper volunteer training in emer-
gency response.

Recreation Commission Chairman
Mike Walsh said the commission must
pursue the topic further, adding that
the commission will analyze organi-
zations’ responsibility and specific
field use before a purchasing deci-
sion is made. Mr. Walsh said discern-
ing where AEDs are required and at
what times will be resolved before
the next commission meeting.

Magic and a movie will take place
on Friday, June 22, at Alan M. Augus-
tine Village Green. Magician Joe
Fischer will perform a magic show
before the feature presentation, stated
Mr. Salvante. The feature presenta-
tion will be The Emoji Movie.

The magic show will begin at 7:30
p.m., the movie beginning at 8:40
p.m. Family and friends are invited to
bring a blanket or a chair for their
comfort during the events.
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Parking
At the beginning of its brief meet-

ing, the council honored township
Police Officer Andrew Gitto, a
wounded veteran of the Afghanistan
conflict, on winning the 2018 War-
rior Pro-Am golf tournament hosted
by former President George W. Bush.

communities.
“We need to change the entire way

we do this,” Asw. Schepisi said. The
legislator expressed optimism that a
number of mayors around the state,

including Mayor Smith, are banding
together to demand changes.

Asw. Schepisi summarized a host of
legislative initiatives that are currently
pending before her housing commit-
tee that she said would lessen the bur-
den on municipalities. Among them,
Bill No. A-1648 would establish addi-
tional factors, such as population, water
and sewage capacity, school size and
public safety, to calculate a
municipality’s affordable housing ob-
ligation. It would also impose a cap
whereby no town could have a 10-
percent population increase within a
10-year period due to affordable hous-
ing obligations. Bill No. A-1639 would
establish an Affordable Housing Obli-
gation Study committee to examine
affordable housing needs in the state
and to make recommendations on how
to meet housing obligations. Bill No.
A-1647 would require affordable hous-
ing obligations to be calculated on a
statewide basis rather than a local level.
Bill No. A-1649 would reverse the
current exemption to urban areas to
provide affordable housing.

Several residents spoke at the end of
the meeting, with township Planning
Board Chairwoman Paulette Coronato
urging citizens to “show our displea-
sure” with the current situation. She
said affordable housing is needed more
in cities than in suburbs because, as
Asw. Schepisi had stated earlier, the
cities already have the infrastructure
and public transportation systems in
place.


