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Scotch Plains Board OKs
W. Broad St. Subdivision

Golf Tournament, AEDs Discussed
By Scotch Plains Rec. Commission

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Recreation
commissioners discussed “the excite-
ment and anticipation surrounding”
the “first-ever” Father’s Day Week-
end Golf Tournament. There is no fee
to participate, and participants do not
have to be Scotch Hills Country Club
members, although normal greens fees
apply, stated Parks and Recreation
Director DJ Salvante at Monday’s
recreation commission meeting. The
nine-hole tournament will be held
throughout the weekend, June 15
through June 17.

Participants can play with two to
four players per group, stated Mr.
Salvante. All nine-hole scores must
be submitted to the clubhouse at the

end of the round. Final scores will be
calculated on the lowest average
group score, one entry per group.

Winners will receive a special prize,
stated Mr. Salvante. He said all inter-
ested golfers of varying ages and skill
sets are invited to play.

In other business, resident Ed
Minall said he wanted to direct aware-
ness and attention to the lack of auto-
mated external defibrillators (AEDs)
at Scotch Plains recreation facilities
and fields. Mr. Minall stated New
Jersey law establishes AEDs should
be within a minute-and-a-half dis-
tance from a field.

Mr. Minall said he wanted to in-
quire specifically whether the recre-
ation department or the school dis-
trict was responsible for ensuring the
AEDs are available.

“If the golf team uses Scotch Hills
they should have an AED there,” said
Mr. Minall.

Mr. Minall stated that the legal
precedent guaranteeing AED avail-
ability is entitled “Janet’s Law.”
Janet’s Law requires that every school
district must assure that a state-certi-
fied emergency provider is present or
another staff member present is certi-

fied in AED use and CPR, stated Mr.
Minall.

Mr. Salvante said the responsibil-
ity becomes “grayer” as the facilities
are donated and maintained by the
municipality, but private organiza-
tions and the school teams use the
complexes. Mr. Salvante said he “un-
derstands the importance of AED
devices” at sporting events, but the
law is centric to school districts.

Mr. Salvante said the commission
and the recreation department “will
begin conversations” with the appro-
priate entities, whether council or the
board of education, to resolve the
issue.

Commissioner Colleen Gialanella
said from her professional experi-
ence in school administration, the
district’s athletic programs’ overseers
are always trained in cardiac emer-
gency response. Ms. Gialanella said
the trainer or coach will always have
an AED available during practices
and games.

Ms. Gialanella said because the
commission donates many facilities
for team use and provides “at no cost
the upkeep” of the facilities, it would

Council to Vote On Parking
Ordinance Next Week
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council will hold a public hear-
ing on Tuesday, June 19, on an ordi-
nance restricting parking on the north
side of Emil Place. Last year, the
planning board approved a three-
home development on Emil Place, a
short dead-end roadway that runs
from Johnson Street. Parking will be
prohibited on the north side of the
street, across from where the houses
will be situated.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing last Wednesday, Mayor
Alexander Smith gave a brief update
on the downtown redevelopment ef-
forts, saying that needs studies had
been received from the police and
fire departments and the rescue squad
detailing their requirements for new
headquarters that will be located out-
side of the downtown area. He said
he also is talking with Fanwood offi-
cials about a possible shared-ser-
vices agreement for the Public Works
Department. Currently, the township
is sharing Fanwood Public Works
Director Clint Dicksen, and it is ex-

pected that the council, at its June 19
meeting, will extend that arrange-
ment through the end of the year.

The mayor said he and township
Police Chief Ted Conley, Fanwood
Police Chief Richard Trigo, Fan-
wood Mayor Colleen Mahr, Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
and Business Administrator Deborah
Saridaki met with parents to discuss
the efforts being made to keep
schools safe in the wake of the recent
school shootings elsewhere in the
country. A school resource officer
has been on duty at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School for the past
few weeks, the mayor said, with ad-
ditional officers set to start in Sep-
tember as the new school year gets
underway.

The mayor noted the progress be-
ing made on two pieces of legisla-
tion he had been championing in the
State Legislature. One bill, A-2757,
would require background checks
for private gun sales. The other, A-
1217, would authorize gun violence-
related restraining orders as well as
firearms seizures in certain instances.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHEERS...At Ladies Night Out in Fanwood on Thursday, Gene Jannotti, execu-
tive director of the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, raises a glass
of wine from Sheelen’s Crossing while Mayor Colleen Mahr chats with attendees.
The Chamber was the organizer and main sponsor of the event that has been held
for seven years in the Fanwood Plaza between Monk’s Home Improvement and
Railside Café, formerly Mara’s.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TV INTERVIEWS...Kelly Magnus of TV Fanwood interviews Keller Williams
employees Jennifer Williams and Deborah Ofsievich at Ladies Night Out in
Fanwood. The Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce, which serves
Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Garwood, Westfield and Mountainside, sponsored the
event for the seventh consecutive year.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PIZZA GALORE...Ladies Night Out in Fanwood, held Thursday night, featured pizza from Nick’s, sweets from Railside
Café, and soul food from Savory Selections as well as other foods and wine to attendees. The Fanwood Plaza was filled with
vendors offering myriad items and services for women and the whole family. The event was sponsored by The Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YOGA ON QUIMBY...A new event, Yoga on Quimby, organized by the Down-
town Westfield Corporation, attracted a crowd of women and some men to a
Sunday morning class on Quimby Street.

Legislator Urges Residents To
Press For Better Housing Solution

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —State law-
maker Holly Schepisi, who said towns
in New Jersey are being “crushed” by
court-imposed affordable housing
mandates, urged residents to become
involved and press legislators to take
action to avoid overbuilding that she
said is making the state an increasingly
unaffordable place to live.

Assemblywoman Schepisi, a Re-
publican from the 39th legislative dis-

trict, spoke at a town hall meeting at
the Scotch Plains municipal building
on Tuesday evening about the impact
on towns from the recent spate of
affordable housing court settlements
between municipalities and builders
and also reviewed some of the legisla-
tion she is sponsoring to lessen the
burden on municipalities such as
Scotch Plains.

The township’s recent court settle-
ment with several builders will result,
according to Mayor Alexander Smith,

in 2,655 new housing units being built
over the next seven years in various
locales in the township, with 454 of
those units being deemed as afford-
able housing. The mayor said on Tues-
day that this will result in a 35-percent
increase in housing stock in the town-
ship and a 22-percent increase in the
population. “This is uncontrollable
overdevelopment,” he said, urging a
legislative solution to “create a more
fair” system.

“We’re not against affordable hous-
ing,” he said. “We’re against the ways
it’s being implemented.”

Asw. Schepisi, a member of the
Assembly’s Housing and Community
Development Committee as well as
the Joint Committee on Housing
Affordability, said the current situa-
tion of court-imposed housing man-
dates — without regard, she noted, for
the impacts on towns’ schools, infra-
structure and open space — exists
because “legislators have failed to do
their jobs.” She pointed out that New
Jersey is the most densely populated
state in the nation but also one of the
top states in terms of residents moving
out due to high property taxes and
other factors.

“We do not have a lack of housing
stock,” she said before an audience of
more than 60 people on Tuesday. “We
have a lack of affordability.”

Asw. Schepisi recounted several ex-
amples of small towns in her legislative
district (which includes parts of Bergen
and Passaic counties) that have been
overwhelmed by court-ordered hous-
ing obligations and are facing strains on
their local budgets, school, emergency
services, etc. A significant percentage
of the court-ordered housing obliga-
tions is falling on suburbs, not urban
areas — which she said doesn’t make
sense because cities in general are where
the jobs and public transportation are
more accessible. “We have thousands
of units coming in simultaneously” in
small towns, Asw. Schepisi said, sin-
gling out Scotch Plains and the munici-
palities that border it like Fanwood,
Westfield and Plainfield. She said this
is resulting in “Armageddon” for some

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board on Monday approved a
subdivision application and also re-
quested the developer of a new
building in the downtown revise her
plans to better fit in with the coming
redevelopment efforts in the central
business district.

Mark Forman was given permis-
sion to subdivide the property at
2090 West Broad Street, adding
nearly 5,000 square feet via a lot line
adjustment from the adjoining prop-
erty at 2080 West Broad Street. En-
gineer James Watson told the board
at its meeting that the additional real
estate will come from a 20-foot strip
of land from 2080 to 2090 West
Broad Street. The existing house at
2090 West Broad Street will be razed
and replaced by two homes on the
two new lots. The home at 2080
West Broad Street will remain.

Board member Mike Weber raised
concerns about flooding, noting that
the area of West Broad Street where
the properties are located is prone
to flooding during heavy rainstorms.
Mr. Watson said the subdivision
“won’t negatively affect” flooding
on the street or threaten the new
houses. He said that most of the
land is 13 to 14 feet above the street
and that the flood zone itself is well
below that elevation.

At the start of its meeting, the
planning board gave its approval to
the final elevations for a mixed-use

building on Bartle Avenue, but re-
quested that plans for the building’s
façade be revised. In 2016, the board
approved the development of the
empty lot next to the rescue squad
headquarters, but asked then that it
have final approval over the plans.

The three-story building will
house a real estate office on the
ground floor and four apartments
on the second and third floors. A
depiction of the building’s exterior
showed a modern look, which led
Board Chairwoman Paulette
Coronato to say she was “having a
bit of a problem” because the pro-
posed façade would not fit in with
what is planned in the first phase of
the downtown redevelopment plan.
That initial phase will include the
construction of a new library and
mixed-use buildings on the prop-
erty where the library presently sits
— across the street from the Bartle
Avenue development.

Saying she envisioned something
different than a modern appearance,
Mrs. Coronato said the proposed
façade design, “doesn’t have the
character I think we’re looking for.”
She suggested that the developer’s
architect could work with members
of the downtown redevelopment
committee to come up with a more
suitable alternative.

Mayor Alexander Smith agreed,
saying the downtown committee is
looking to Princeton’s downtown
architecture as a possible model for
Scotch Plains.
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