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Cranford BOE Honors
Retirees at Board Meeting

21 branches throughout New Jersey • 1-800-363-8115 • spencersavings.com

The Future of Banking
Comes to Westfield

Technology That Simplifies Banking
for this charming & modern town 
The Westfield Financial Center will showcase the 
latest technology to simplify banking. Interactive 
teller machines will allow customers to complete 
more routine transactions (check cashing, deposits, 
loan payments, etc.), using a remote-controlled, 
interactive kiosk while being virtually guided by a 
Universal Banker. On-site bank representatives will 
now be free to assist with more complex transactions 
(new account openings, loan applications and 
closings, etc.). Stationed loan officers will also assist 
with all business and commercial loan needs. 

Location & Hours For Banking Convenience  
visit us in the heart of Westfield
Prime Location - stationed directly across the 
train station in the bustling downtown area. 

Extended Hours - for added commuter 
convenience, extended hours of operation 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Full Access - access funds anytime with the 
24-hour ATM machine.

Spencer Savings Bank has more than 75 years of banking experience with decades of service in Union 
County. Spencer knows what makes a financial institution successful in servicing local residents and business 
customers’ banking needs. Celebrating her 15th year with Spencer, our Financial Center Manager Marta 
Alexandre is a longtime Union County resident with strong ties in the community and a real sense of what 
customers need.

To learn more, contact Marta at (908) 889-6390 or visit us online at: 

spencersavings.com/the-future-of-banking

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Members of the
Cranford Board of Education (BOE)
recognized retiring teachers, custo-
dians, secretaries, clerks and assis-
tants at the board’s meeting on Mon-
day night.

Carolyn Chellard, Gwenn
Cuozzo, Marlene Czapla,
Jacqueline D’Arcy, Nino Della
Serra, Patricia Gallagan, Lynn
Grand, Barbara Narus, Anita Onofri
and Kathryn Warren were applauded
for their dedicated service and their
contributions to the district.

Superintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., thanked the retirees
and commented, “all of you have
worked so hard, for so many years,
and given so feely of yourself.”

Additionally, student liaisons to
the board, Hunter Brogan, Kelly
McMahon and Adam Hollanek,
were offered words of gratitude for
their service.

“It’s so wonderful to have them
take part in the political process,”
Mr. Rubin commented.

In other business, the board ap-
proved the appointment of Amy
Imhof as leave replacement teacher
of Spanish, Jennifer Surmay as a
fourth-grade teacher, Colette
Bendert as a second-grade teacher,
Christian Holandez as a leave re-
placement teacher of science and
Juliana Perello as a science teacher.

Among other appointees was vet-
eran coach Erik Rosenmeier, who
was reappointed as head varsity
football coach, with Joseph Hubert,
Kerry Drexler, Chad Faulcon and

Ryan Huber as assistants.
Theresa Pallitto was reappointed

head varsity cheerleading coach,
with Ashley Pires approved as her
assistant.

Gregory Campbell was reap-
pointed head varsity soccer coach
for the boys, with Daniel Verdia and
Anthony Dilorio as assistants, while
Andrew Gagliardo was reappointed
as head varsity soccer coach for the
girls, with Lindsey Brechbiel and
Kerry Yorkan appointed as assis-
tants.

The district was awarded the New
Jersey Tiered System of Support
Early Literacy Grant, which is a
partnership with the New Jersey De-
partment of Education and Rutgers
University to support the develop-
ment of early literacy intervention
as a part of the multi-tiered system
of supports.

In acknowledging his one-year
anniversary in the district, Superin-
tendent Rubin thanked teachers, fac-
ulty members, administrators, stu-
dents and community members for
making him feel welcome.

“I know how fortunate I am to be
in Cranford,” Mr. Rubin commented
to the board.

The next board of education meet-
ing will take place on Monday, June
25, at 7:30 p.m.

Union Catholic High School
Congratulates the Class of 2018
on obtaining a remarkable $33,304,558 in college scholarships.

1600 Martine Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
908-889-1600,Ext. 302 • www.unioncatholic.org

ADVENTURE AWAITS  
WESTFIELD AREA YMCA SUMMER CAMP! 

WESTFIELD AREA YMCA  
220 Clark St., Westfield  908-301-9622  westfieldynj.org        westfieldareay      westfieldareaymca 
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  Financial assistance is available.  

WHERE YOU BELONG 

THIS SUMMER  
 

Ask about our summer 
membership specials! 

From one week to all summer long, the Westfield 

Area YMCA offers a variety of camp experiences for 

children ages 3-15: 

TRADITIONAL 

Blue Sky, Discovery, Explorer, Inclusion 

Camp Programs, Last Blast, Little 

Explorer, Puddle Jumpers, Sunshine 

SPORTS 

All Sports, Basketball, Fencing, Soccer, 

Tennis, Ultimate Frisbee  

S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Arts, Math) 
Brick City Engineers, Bricks 4 Girlz, 

Coding with Kids, Dance Starz, Drama, 

Fashion Design, Hands on Art,  

Mysteries of Magic, Robotics, Skill 

Sharpeners, Stage Production, Star 

Wars® STEM, Transformation Creations, 

Young Scientists  

LEADERSHIP/TRAVEL 

Counselors In Training, Leaders In 

Training, Travelers 

PRIDE MONTH...Union County Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados, Vice-
Chairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski and Freeholders Bruce H. Bergen and Rebecca
Williams and other public officials join students of Elizabeth’s Thomas Jefferson
Arts Academy Acapella Chorus at the Union County Pride Flag Raising Cer-
emony event on the steps of the historic Union County Courthouse on Broad Street
in Elizabeth. The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders proclaimed June
2018 as Pride Month in Union County. Union County’s Pride Month events are
organized by the Office of LGBTQ Services.
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Teacher
at (908) 527-4696.”

The Leader also has learned of a
civil lawsuit in which Mr. Silbergeld
reportedly sued a Westfield resi-
dent for defamation in April of 2009,
during his tenure as a WHS teacher.
The case file is archived in Trenton,
and a copy was requested but not
received as of press time.

Additionally, The Leader located
a court case from June of 2006 en-
titled “Silbergeld Petitions
Westfield Police Department, et al.”
However, that case file has been
marked “destroyed” by the court
system.

Attorney Daniel Zemke of Tellu-
ride, who is representing Mr.
Silbergeld, did not respond to a
request for an interview or state-
ment from his client.
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Flagpole
dinance on second reading to add
$125,000 to its 2018 budget for the
litigation of a lawsuit, Edan Ben
Elazar and Edna Ben Elazar versus
Macrietta Cleaners, Inc., dba Swan
Custom Cleaners and dba Coit Ser-
vices and the Township of Cran-
ford. The plaintiffs allege they suf-
fered various medical injuries as a
result of chemical vapors that in-
filtrated their electronics repair
shop from leaking underground
storage tanks belonging to the dry
cleaner next door to the plaintiffs’
shop, but are buried in adjoining
municipal  property with the
township’s permission, according
to the appeal.

John Cleary was appointed as
property maintenance code en-
forcement officer, a part-time po-
sition, with a salary of $23,000.

Amine Zaouia was appointed as
a full-time engineering aide, in a
vote of 4 to 1, with Commissioner
O’Connor voting no. The aide, who

will be paid a salary of $68,000,
will conduct inspections and work
under the guidance of the township
engineer.

With new changes to recycling
and what can be recycled, Commis-
sioner of Public Works Ann Dooley
was scheduled to attend an emer-
gency meeting of all townships in
the county yesterday, June 13, as
well as meeting with the township’s
curbside hauler Giordano. Any up-
dates to the recycling rules will be
reflected on the township and county
websites, she said.

Joseph M. Campisano, an attor-
ney with the law firm of Sedita,
Campisano & Campisano LLC, was
selected to perform the closing of
the sale of the property at 215-235
Birchwood Avenue at a contract of
$2,500.

On final reading an ordinance
was passed to amend the code of
the township in regards to taxation
to add a tax redemption certificate
request fee to be imposed on par-
ties who make more than two re-
quests for the calculation of a tax
redemption for a certificate of sale
of a specific parcel.

On first reading, the committee
voted to change the municipal park-
ing lot located between 32 North
Avenue East and the Bar Ameri-
cana from shopper parking to 12-
hour permit parking.
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Garwood

that there has been much professional
development with the use of technol-
ogy. Some technological specialists
have even posted podcasts online to
instruct teachers on technological
functions and online programs that
the teachers can then implement in
their classes.

Over the summer break, the
district’s website will be upgraded,
and on Sunday, July 1, the existing
website will be taken down as the new
one is under construction. An alterna-
tive, smaller website will be available
with common resources and contact
information until the expected
Wednesday, August 1 deadline for
the new launch.

“We’re on schedule,” Ms. Oster
said.

The meeting was one of two reor-
ganization meetings of the year and
the board approved all of its reorgani-
zation resolutions along with the
agenda’s personnel and finance reso-
lutions.

The board will gather for its final
meeting of the academic year Tues-
day and will discuss plans to renovate
the foyer in the auditorium at Westfield
High School, among other topics.
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Bullying

“It will be a mess. Late at night
you will have kids trying to cross
the street, while cars are coming
down (the street),” Mr. Pedas said.

Steven Blaufeder has begun serv-
ing as the Garwood Republican
Committee chairman. Mr. Blaufeder
and the GOP committee will begin
seeking a replacement for Republi-
can councilman Joseph Sarno, who
has resigned after moving to Scotch
Plains. Currently, Mr. Sarno is run-
ning for Union County freeholder.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro, the
Republican Party’s mayoral candi-
date, said the committee will pro-
vide the names of three possible
candidates who will be interviewed
for the position.

Resident Jim Mathieu, the
borough’s former GOP committee
chairman, said the names of the
three candidates who may fill the
seat should be made public on the
borough’s website to allow residents
to provide feedback on the nomi-
nees.

Councilwoman Cuccaro asked
that a resolution approving a
$25,470 Union County Level the
Playing Field grant be removed from
the consent agenda. The consent
agenda allows for various resolu-
tions to be voted on in a block
format versus on an individual reso-
lution-by-resolution basis.

When a resolution is removed or
pulled from the consent agenda the
council can provide commentary on
why they support or do not support
a resolution.

The grant will help finance the
Hartman Park revitalization project.
Ms. Cuccaro subsequently voted no
on the resolution’s approval.

“I don’t like the way it was done
(Hartman Park revitalization and
grant process). I still don’t like the
way the whole thing was done,” Ms.
Cuccaro said.

Councilman Marc Lazarow said
the grant is not a matching grant. A

matching grant is when the borough
must use budgeted money to re-
ceive the matched amount or same
dollar amount from the county. Mr.
Lazarow said the grant in the reso-
lution will be money received with
no conditions.

“This is money from the county.
You’re rejecting $25,000,” Mr.
Lazarow responded to Ms. Cuccaro.

“You don’t need my vote, coun-
cilman,” Ms. Cuccaro responded.

Mr. Lazarow stated that he “just
wanted to make sure and clarify”
her comments.
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