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Why I Am Voting for Ileen Cuccaro
In The Garwood November Election
While redevelopment is cur-

rently underway for the town of
Garwood, we need leadership to
ensure that our town is led into
making the right decisions. This
is why I am voting for Ileen
Cuccaro for Mayor this Novem-
ber. Ileen has been a resident
over 50 years and is someone
who can think outside of the box
and has always made it a point to
take into consideration the needs
of all of the residents of Garwood.
I have always known Ileen to be
a stand up, honest person and
key contributor to our commu-
nity. Like so many successful
businesswomen, Ileen has always
balanced the demands of being a
devoted mother with her full-
time career.

She is fully committed to
Garwood and shows this through

her commitment to continually
invest in Garwood as a long-time
homeowner, taxpayer, and real-
estate agent (One in Garwood by
the way) to help ensure this town
continues to thrive economically.

In my opinion, Ileen has proven
what it takes to be a successful
leader and has the insight to get
the job done. She fully under-
stands the infrastructure of this
town and, in her short tenure on
the council, has been the driving
force to push the needle to help
get the taxpayers of this town
some relief for the first time in 17
years.

Ileen spearheaded the move-
ment to reach across party lines
and look for options to achieve a
freeze on our real estate taxes
and should be commended for
her leadership. It should be noted
that this was one of the major
items on her running platform
when she rang my bell a couple
of years ago that made me vote
for her for a council seat. Today,
I am pleased to see that she
delivered on this promise once
being elected into office. Finally,
some change you can believe in
with Ileen’s leadership!

Ileen faces the tough questions
head on, she does not cower
away or deflect to appease those
in the moment with undelivered
promises just to make us happy
to hear what she has to say.
Anyone can talk the talk, what
we need is someone with strong
leadership skills and a clear plat-
form to serve as our mayor, not
someone who is going to dodge
the tough issues and just pro-
pose to distribute more mailers
which really serve us no purpose
besides wasting more paper.

Ileen Cuccaro is my top choice
for Mayor of Garwood as she is
someone who works with her
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fellow council members, does not
attack them publicly, but rather
tries to work closely with them to
seek out solutions to the difficult
issues we face as a community.

With redevelopment plans mov-
ing forward, I fully believe that
Ileen Cuccaro is the ideal candi-
date that Garwood needs for
mayor now as we enter into a new
phase of Garwood’s history yet to
be written. While Ileen supports
redevelopment, as so many of us
residents also do, she does not
support overdevelopment. Ileen
is the leader we need at this time
to help take a closer look at what
will be proposed for our town
going forward to ensure that the
downstream ramifications are
taken into consideration early on
and upfront. Ileen is someone
who fully understands that that
the infrastructure of a one-square
mile town such as Garwood would
not be able to handle the de-
mands of such overdevelopment
that is currently being imposed
on our town and so many of our
neighboring municipalities.

Ileen is the ideal candidate for
mayor as she possesses strong
leadership skills and has always
maintained a high level of integ-
rity and transparency regarding
her platform with the residents
of Garwood. I would also like to
remind voters that Ileen has
made it clear for years that should
would like to hear from the resi-
dents and that she always felt
our concerns should be taken
into consideration.

Therefore, this November I ask
to you join me and support Ileen
Cuccaro for Mayor of Garwood.
Ileen is someone who takes the
time to listen to her fellow resi-
dents and takes into consider-
ation the financial impact that
the decisions of our local govern-
ment could ultimately have on
the taxpayers, retirees, and all
those living on a fixed income
who reside in Garwood.

Kathleen (Kat) Patterson
Garwood

said the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) has stricter cleanup
guidelines than the EPA, thus
benefiting New Jersey residents.

“Let’s get this thing going,” said
resident Pat DiFabio.

Mr. DiFabio said he lived across
from the ALCOA aluminum plant
as a child and worked there as a
teenager. ALCOA aluminum
owned the property before it was
sold to Petro/Casale.

“I will be 90. I ain’t dead yet,”
said Mr. DiFabio.

EcolSciences Vice-President Pe-
ter Hansen said he will oversee
the Petro/Casale property soil
cleanup. Mr. Hansen said guide-
lines are followed to assure soil
contamination is confined to the
property. Mr. Hansen said con-
taminated soil is removed the
same day it is excavated. He said
all contaminated soil will be trans-
ported in a contained process via
barrels or utilizing tarp.

Environmental Health Investi-
gations, Inc. President William
S. Kerbel said he will be respon-
sible for overseeing the demoli-
tion process regarding the plant’s
physical structure. He said the
hazardous pollutants in the ma-
terial were approved for con-
struction purposes many years
ago when the Petro/Casale plant
was constructed. Years of medi-
cal research has shown the ma-
terials used when “pulverized
could release cancer-causing
contaminants through dust (as-
bestos),” Mr. Kerbel stated.

Mr. Kerbel said the air will be
monitored for dust particulates.
He said if dust particulates ex-
ceed specific guideline levels, the
demolition must cease for a given
period of time.

The dust particulates are
tracked via advanced technol-
ogy in real time, stated Mr.
Kerbel. During demolition, water
will be sprayed as per procedure
at the site to suppress the dust

originating from the site.
 Russo Development’s Demoli-

tion Project Manager, Roman
Gorfinkel, said he will oversee
the demolition on a daily basis,
making sure all rules are fol-
lowed. Mr. Gorfinkel said all haz-
ardous material hauling loads will
arrive at pre-determined dump-
ing sites that deal specifically
with such materials.

Borough Clerk and resident
Christina Ariemma said she works
across the street from the demo-
lition site and has “full faith” Russo
Development will foster a safe
demolition environment protect-
ing residents including herself.

Mr. Minks said the demolition
process including important
dates, activity and any possible
demolition shutdowns, including
environmental setbacks or haz-
ards, will be updated on the bor-
ough website.

Mr. Minks said any residents
who still have concerns can reach
out to Russo Development.

Joseph Sarno Resigns from Council,
Moving to Scotch Plains

Dear Ms. Christina Ariemma,
Honorable Mayor Lombardo, and
members of council, please ac-
cept this letter as my formal
resignation from my position as
Councilman effective immedi-
ately, as my wife and I will be
moving to Scotch Plains to move
into our new home and begin our
next journey. This announcement
comes with a heavy heart as I
have sincerely enjoyed my time
on council serving the people of
Garwood.

Being a Garwood Councilman
has been one of the most re-
warding experiences in my life.
Despite our differences, I will
miss being on the dais discussing
various issues and working with
each of you for the betterment of
this great borough. I am deeply

appreciative of the numerous op-
portunities being Councilman
provided me and the skills it
helped me build in being a better
professional at home and at work.
I feel better prepared in taking
on different challenges every day
and I can thank being an elected
Councilman for that. I look for-
ward to reconnecting in the fu-
ture and am available as a re-
source to each of you.

I wish the Borough of Garwood
good luck and fortune as it dis-
embarks on a new journey and I
only wish this borough and its
people the very best as it moves
forward. Thank you and God
Bless.

Joe Sarno
Garwood

Russo Details Petro Demolition
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