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Todisco Defeats Lombardo In
Garwood Democratic Primary

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Councilwoman
Sara Todisco defeated first-term
incumbent Mayor Charles
Lombardo in Tuesday’s Demo-
cratic Primary Election. Council-
woman Todisco received 425
votes to Mayor Lombardo’s 162
votes. Ms. Todisco will now face
Republican Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro in November’s General
Election. Ms. Cuccaro did not face
any opposition in her Primary.

“The residents have spoken. I
accept the results. I wish Sara
the best and we will go forward
from here,” said Mayor
Lombardo.

Councilwoman Todisco’s run-
ning mates, Michael Ince and
Sean Benoit, also won their
Democratic Primary races over
Jennyfer Guerrero and Vincent
Kearney. Mr. Ince received 373
votes and Mr. Benoit received
380 votes to Mr. Kearney’s 153
votes and Ms. Guerrero’s 173
votes.

“I am completely honored and
humbled by today’s election re-
sults. I am excited about the mo-
mentum our campaign has gener-
ated. The Primary has empow-
ered our party by energizing vot-
ers’ voices early,” Ms. Todisco said.

Ms. Todisco said she wanted to
thank Mayor Lombardo for his 25
years of service, which includes
21 years as a borough council-
man from 1987 to 2007.

“I look forward to a united
Democratic Party for the General
Election,” Ms. Todisco said.

Garwood Democratic Party
Chairman Hugh Sinclair, who sup-
ported Mayor Lombardo and his
team, stated, “I will do all I can to
bring us (all Democrats) back
together as chairman.”

Ms. Todisco said she “looks for-
ward to ensuring strong, proac-
tive leadership as Garwood em-
barks on a period of transition.”

“I am excited to bring a bipar-
tisan foot forward speaking with
both registered Republican vot-
ers and undeclared voters,” Ms.
Todisco said. “We are all
Garwood,” she added, explain-
ing the importance of all resi-
dents having their voices heard.

“Our victory in the Primary Elec-
tion was a great example of de-
mocracy in action. We would like
to thank all those Garwood vot-
ers who came out and voted in
support of our ‘Democrats for

Garwood’ team,” Mr. Ince said.
Mr. Ince said the Primary turn-

out was “outstanding.”
“I am proud of the campaign

we ran. I could not be provided
better running mates than Sara
Todisco and Michael Ince. I can-
not wait to campaign for the
General Election,” said Mr. Benoit.

Mr. Kearney wished his Primary
opponents “good luck in Novem-
ber” as he congratulated Ms.
Todisco, Mr. Ince and his neigh-
bor, Mr. Benoit.

“A great experience, a great
journey, and I got to work with
an amazing group of people. I
look forward to giving back to the
community with or without an
official title,” Ms. Guerrero said.

Councilman Marc Lazarow, who
supported Ms. Todisco and her
team, said he was “thrilled and
excited our town believed in the
Todisco, Ince and Benoit cam-
paign.”

“I am so excited for them to
present their ideas for the entire
town,” Councilman Lazarow said.

Ms. Todisco’s uncle and
Garwood resident John Todisco
said his family is “so proud of her
(Sara).

“I wish my father and her grand-
father (a lifetime Garwood resi-
dent) was here for this. I know
she will remain committed to our
awesome borough,” Mr. Todisco
said.

Mr. Ince’s wife, Robyn Ince,
said, “The people have spoken.
The campaign was very profes-
sional and a well-informed, is-
sue-focused campaign.”

Republican Primary candidates
were uncontested. Ms. Cuccaro
received 150 votes as the mayoral
nominee. Republican council nomi-
nees include Kimberly Salmon,
receiving 148 votes, and Jennifer
Sirak, garnering 142 votes.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ROCKING GARWOOD...Stilt walkers and jugglers entertain the crowds along
Center Street during Sunday’s fifth annual Garwood Rocks street fair.

Russo Details Petro/Casale
Demolition, Cleanup of Site
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Russo Develop-
ment held a town-hall meeting
last Wednesday evening at Lin-
coln School to address any resi-
dent concerns regarding public
safety during the Petro/Casale
building demolition on South
Avenue and subsequent cleanup.

Russo Development attorney
Christopher Minks stated “para-
mount” to the cleanup process is
“human safety.” Mr. Minks said
residents should be informed the
cleanup “has not begun,” com-
mencing once the school year
ends.

All demolition processes will fol-
low guidelines set by the federal
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and state law, stated Mr.
Minks. The meeting was held to
ease residents concerns sur-
rounding “baseless claims and
fear mongering,” not because of
actual impending hazards, stated

Mr. Minks. He said rumors had
begun to develop, suggesting
residents will be exposed to “(air-
borne) cancer-cluster smog,”
stated Mr. Minks.

“(Russo Development) will have
licensed and certificated profes-
sionals who will be at the site
daily,” Mr. Minks said.

The professionals hired have
“untainted and unblemished
records in doing this work,” Mr.
Minks said.

Resident Sal Piarulli, a member
of the Garwood Board of Educa-
tion, said Russo should make
sure it is “doing better” than EPA
standards.

“The EPA said the World Trade
Center (site) was clean,” said Mr.
Piarulli, describing air quality af-
ter the September 11th tragedy.

Mr. Minks said Russo Develop-
ment requires that its subcon-
tractors and employees observe
standards exceeding federal law
and state law requirements. He
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Workshop to Address
Clutter Control

CRANFORD — The Friends of
the Cranford Public Library will
present a workshop entitled
“Conquer Clutter” on Tuesday,
June 26, at 7:30 p.m., at the
Cranford Community Center.

Professional organizer Linda
Anders, proprietor of COC Enter-
prises LLC and a member of the
National Association of Profes-
sional Organizers, will talk about
how to deal with clutter around
the home.

Her program is designed to help
individuals eliminate “paper piles”
and find unused space. No regis-
tration is required for this free
program. The Cranford Commu-
nity Center is located at 220
Walnut Avenue and is accessible
to all. For more information about
the Friends of the Cranford Pub-
lic Library, go to
cranfordlibrary.org and click on
Friends of the Library.
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