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heads but other than that, we
caught everything,” Coach
Brewster said.

Hiltz appeared to be comfort-
able on the mound working with
Jake Vall-Llobera behind the
plate.

“We have been playing together
since we were little kids. He is
one of my best friends too, so
that helps with that connection
right there,” Hiltz said.

The 18-9 Blue Devils’ bats con-
nected at the right time too but
not before the 19-9 Millers scored
a run in the first when Justin
Brochin reached base on an error
then scored on Pete Serruto’s
single to deep left-center, and
another in the third when Brochin
singled and later scored on a
throwing error. More damage
could have been done in the third
inning but Vall-Llobera picked off
Matt Knowles, who had a leadoff
double, at second.

The Blue Devils manufactured
their first run in the bottom of the
third. Jack Cifelli was hit-by-a-
pitch, Stevie Barden walked and
Matt McIntyre loaded the bases

with a bunt single. Andrew
Caminiti (1-for-2) launched an
RBI sacrifice fly to right field.

The lead shifted in Westfield’s
favor in the fourth inning. Jake
Lerie hacked a leadoff single over
the middle and Matt Manning (2-
for-3, 2 runs) did the same. Mike
Knapp (2-for-3) chopped an RBI
single past first then Manning
scored when Cifelli’s grounder to
short provoked a throwing error
on an attempted double play.

The Blue Devils scored an in-
surance run in the sixth. Man-
ning slapped a single past sec-
ond and Knapp followed with a
single up the middle. Both run-
ners advanced on Cifelli ’s
groundout to short then Matt
Barmakian tapped a squibbling
infield single as Manning scored.

The majority of the Blue Devils’
hits went up the middle.

“I really just saw fastballs. I
noticed the second kid got really
tired, so I capitalized off that. We
heard they had a pretty good
middle infield but we took the
challenge a little bit and hit it
hard up through the middle and

we beat them,” Manning said.
“I was trying to put the bat on

the ball. That’s all I try to do. I
don’t try to hit it out of the park.
Yes, right up the middle. I kept
my head down and luckily it got
through,” Knapp added.

Several of the Blue Devils have
nicknames and in Manning’s case
his teammates chanted “Rat” but
for a particular reason.

“At times like ‘Gym Rats’ when
I go to the gym. I had the nick-
name like eighth grade. It’s been
sticking with me,” Manning ex-
plained.

Just before the Blue Devils’ in-

surance run, Knapp made a good
one-handed backhand stab for
an out in the Millburn in the sixth
inning. After the play, Lerie was
yelling from right field, “Two
hands, Two hands!”

“That’s because Brew always
get on me with one hand,” Knapp
explained.

Coach Brewster also had much
respect for the Millburn program.

“They have been one of the
elite teams the last five years
around the state. They won two
Group 4 championships. They
always play great competition.
They have to play Seton Hall
twice, and Nutley twice and
Livingston twice. That’s a tough
schedule. We played a lot of good
teams too, so I knew we had the
ability to score a few runs and we
did,” Coach Brewster said.

The Blue Devils came close to
adding another Union County
Tournament title but another
superb team, Governor

Livingston, had other ideas. But
the loss just seemed to be moti-
vation.

“GL is a good team and they
went down in the sectional semi-
finals, so for us to win a sectional
title against another good team
in a good conference shows that
we are a pretty good team and
we are competing,” Manning said.

“It’s awesome. Best feeling!
Best feeling,” Knapp expressed.
“We won it [UCT] last year and
now this year. Championship
caliber team.”

“I definitely think that the
county game after losing that,
knowing it’s our senior year, that
we don’t go out on a losing streak.
Ever since that we started bat-
tling. The past two state games
we came from behind. That just
shows how much we battled right
there. We are ready for the next
round,” Hiltz said.

Next on the schedule would be
a showdown with Ridgewood on
June 5 in the Group 4 semifinal
round.
Millburn 101 000 0 2
Westfield 001 201 x 4
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