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l'ennemi du journaliste

HILTZ TOSSES 3-HITTER, WALKS NONE, FANS 4; MANNING 2 HITS, 2 RUNS’ KNAPP 2 HITS, RBI

Blue Devils Pass Millers, 4-2, for Sectional Baseball Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two outstanding pitchers
stepped on the mound in the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
Championship game between
top-seeded Westfield and the
second-seeded, defending Group
4 champion Millburn Millers at
Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in
Westfield on June 1, so a low-
scoring game could be expected.
After falling behind 2-0 with two
outs in the top of the third inning,
senior Cory Hiltz buckled down

and retired the remaining 13 Mill-
ers he faced, while his team-
mates’ bats went to work with a
run in the third, two more in the
fourth and another in the sixth to
emerge with a 4-2 victory and
their third sectional title since
2011.

“Three since 2011, 13 and 18!
It’s a whole different tournament
because you got to use two pitch-
ers, you got to use more of your
players on your team, can’t sit.
It’s a tough, tough road to hoe,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Bob
Brewster expressed.

Millburn’s Peter Gula (4-1)
pitched the first three innings
and to a pair of batters in the
fourth inning before being re-
lieved by Ben Chrzanowski, who
finished the game. Gula was
charged with three runs on four
hits, while walking one, hitting a
batter and striking out one.
Chrzanowski allowed one run on
five hits, while walking none and
striking out one.

Hiltz (8-0) yielded three hits in
the first three innings and then
from that point nothing. Although
he struck out only four batters,
Hiltz’s command of the strike
zone yielded no walks and a low
pitch count.

“I think it was like 80 some-

thing, 85. My coach is big on
walks. They hate walks. They
believe that is the reason why
most teams score. We practice
on it day in, day out and our
pitching coach helps us with that,”
Hiltz said.

Millburn Head Coach Brian
Chapman had nothing but praise
for Hiltz. “I think that Cory was
the difference. We had seen him
a number of times over the last
couple of years. We knew what he
was going to do but being able to
execute against it is a totally dif-
ferent story. He hit his spots. He
threw a lot of different pitches for
strikes. It’s very hard when the
other pitcher is not giving you a
lot of opportunities. We made a
mistake or two but I don’t know
how many runs we were getting
off him today. He was the differ-

ence. For the most part, our pitch-
ing held us in the game but we
just couldn’t do enough against
him. He was terrific!”

“Today I threw my usual, my
fastball keeping it inside for the
most part, slider and curveball.
They started to hit me in the
beginning of the game. I was
able to settle down and my team-
mates made plays for me. Huge
plays actually that helped us win
this game,” Hiltz pointed out.

“Cory wasn’t his best but he
was pitching today, which is what
I like. He really learned how to
pitch today. There’s something
about him and he just did a great
job. I don’t think he walked any-
body. They were hitting his pitch
and on our field with lots of room,
fly balls. We had two hit over our
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