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ART AUCTION
Sponsored by

Gala Art Exhibition and Auction 
  Saturday Evening, June 9th, 2018 

First Congregational Church of Westfield 
125 Elmer St, Westfield, NJ 07090 

Preview: 6:00 pm    Auction: 8:00 pm 

Admission: $10.00 per person 

Wine & Cheese – Craft Beer 
Hors D’oeuvres – Cake & Coffee 

Live Entertainment by Dominant 7 Jazz group!! 

Generously sponsored by: 

All proceeds to benefit Rotary’s efforts to fight hunger, 
college scholarships and many other community programs 

For Tickets or Information Call: 
Joe Mindak, 201-410-8282 or email joe@finnconnective.com

Art selections may include: 

AGAM                  ALVAR                   BORELLI             BOULANGER      
BRODINSKY       CHAGAL                DELACROIX         FAZZINO 
GHAMBERO       GORMAN               HAENRAETS       KUN 
LENA LIU            ROBERT  LUI         MOSES                NEIMAN 
ROCKWELL       ROTHENBERG       SCHLUSS           SHVAIKO 

P O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R NP O P C O R N

One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Solo: A Star Wars Story
The Stuff of Heroes

3 popcorns

NEWCOMB TOURNAMENT...Park Middle School held its first ever fifth grade
Newcomb Tournament. Newcomb is a game similar to volleyball, but instead of
bump, set/spike, players catch and throw the ball over the net. Each play begins with
a serve and black basketball court lines are the boundaries. The game is significant
because it was invented by a woman and became the second team sport to be played
by women in the United States, after basketball. This game is a recess favorite and
enjoyed widely in elementary schools and physical education classes. Two students
from Mrs. Vargas’ class, Samantha Friscia and Victoria Gain, decided to organize
this event. All 11 fifth grade classes participated in the tournament where Mrs.
Riggi’s class emerged victorious to claim the title of Newcomb champs.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

I liked Solo: A Star Wars Story about
as much as I could possibly like this
genre of film, and recommend it as a
starter movie for those who have
avoided such techno-extravaganzas like
the plague, but who now wish to expe-
rience one while still compos mentis.
At worst, it is relatively harmless, your
understanding of this outer space West-
ern not dependent on a cognizance of
the jargon and minutiae of George
Lucas’s cultural phenomenon. Plus,
former Hippies who coordinate the
viewing with a flashback might enjoy
the light show.

At the end of the day, after marveling
at its vaunted, $250 million price tag,
the immensity of the thing, and trying
to wrap your brain around the worship
this generator of branded bed sheets,
action figures and every other tchotchke
imaginable has attained, it’s pretty
simple. As Shakespeare proved, plot-
wise there is nothing new under the
sun. So, it’s heartening to relate that
beneath the cutting-edge, kaleidoscopic
attempts to reinvent storytelling, this is
just an old-fashioned morality tale,
frilled and dabbed with all the modern
contrivances.

What’s more, though there is wise-
cracking aplenty and allusion to today’s
politics, we are spared the foul fog of
pessimistic surrender recently evi-
denced in Avengers: Infinity Wars.
While Han Solo, our hero-in-the-mak-
ing, is a product of the dog-eat-dog
underworld he’d like to escape from
with his similarly fated true love, Qi’ra
(Emilia Clarke), we instinctively know
that he’s made of finer stuff. Whereas
the villains, for all their super puffery,
are just run-of-the mill, lying,
moneygrubbing scum.

The metaphors are all there for the
taking, the satire emulating the sort of
muckrake that Mr. Twain would ap-
plaud. A Dantesque array of
otherworldly, Henson-like characters
populate the scenario — you know, the
alien café society folk seen at the bar in
Star Wars (1977) that so wowed us —
each representing a different layer of
the sinister power structure. Any sharp
kid, PG-13 and older, should recognize
the rascals: “Ooh, there’s my congress-
man, but with six eyes.”

But to avail oneself of the hi-tech
civics lesson, non-cult visitors from
among the Great Unwashed should be
warned. You’ll have to endure a bevy
of battles. After all, it’s in the title: Star
Wars. Unlike “Star Trek,” which might
include an occasional war if Spock and
Kirk can’t avoid it, here it’s a given.
Whether this is just a title that Mr.
Lucas fancied or a far harsher judge-
ment about the state of things, don’t
expect “Star Wars: The Peace Treaty”
anytime soon.

Happily, while we can’t help suffer
vicarious battle fatigue as spaceships
dogfight ad nauseam in a splash of
flames and bombardments, Ron
Howard, directing a script by father
and son scribes, Lawrence and Jonathan
Kasdan, wisely exercises proper re-
straint. This allows time for the movie
to assure hopeless romantics, through
Han and Qi’ra’s destiny-challenged
affaire de coeur, that love springs eter-
nal, even when authoritarianism threat-
ens to extinguish all other human hap-
piness. There’s even a little room left
over for dialogue—some of it with
Wookies.

However, aside from all the usual
dogma, paraphernalia and trademark
lore this extravaganza provides, our
specific interest here hinges on a basic
curiosity: From whence did the title
character emanate, and what made him
the likeably waggish rogue Harrison
Ford so effectively embodied? It’s the
education of a pop culture icon. And
thanks to a decent performance by
Alden Ehrenreich, we have little prob-
lem envisioning how He could grow up
to become Him.

Thrust into a realm of virtually infi-
nite corruption, young Han, who ac-
quires his last name through the same
cavalier expedience that gave throngs
of immigrants at Ellis Island their con-
veniently shorter appellations, is a space
age Oliver of sorts. We learn that mer-
cantilist matters haven’t changed too
much since his time in this galaxy far,
far away, a long, long time ago. Money,
power and a synergistic combination
thereof pretty much determine the mo-
tivations of humans, androids and just
about anything else that thinks.

Here, it’s the love of Coaxium, a.k.a.
hyperfuel, that’s the root of all evil, a
fact that doesn’t escape Han in his
attempt to secure a better existence for
Qi’ra and himself. But alas, in an ex-
ample of fiction copying reality, a bribe
at the border goes awry, and the star-
crossed lovers are separated. Swearing
he will return for her, Han secures his
Fagin in Woody Harrelson’s Beckett,
an outlaw extraordinaire and the film’s
dramatic lynchpin. While taking Solo
under wing, the colorful rapscallion
repeatedly exhorts, “trust no one.”

Of course that’s not the existence
either we or Solo seek. Hence, while
our own march from the barbarity of
the primordial mud to a just and prin-
cipled reality has currently hit a speed
bump, we take solace in fictions like
Solo: A Star Wars Story that stoke the
fires of freedom.

***
Solo: A Star Wars Story, rated PG-

13, is a Walt Disney Studios Motion
Pictures release directed by Ron
Howard and stars Alden Ehrenreich,
Woody Harrelson and Emilia Clarke.
Running time: 135 minutes.

By AMANDA PYLE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Each year, as May turns to June, the
school year starts to wind down. The
weather gets warmer. The once seem-
ingly never-ending ten month period
of school finally begins to come to a
close, making both the students and
the teachers happy. June has a posi-
tive connotation among members of
the school community, but along with
the end of the school year, one of the
most dreaded weeks also approaches:
Finals week.

Final exams mark the end of yet
another school year, which many
people look forward to happening.
However, the amount of stress due to
school is amplified during the month
of June as teachers cram to insert
their students’ final grades into the
grading system.

Granted, Westfield High School
(WHS) is notorious for assigning an
extreme amount of work to us stu-
dents each day, but there comes a
point where this schoolwork is jeop-
ardizing our health.

In this past week alone, I had three
projects due, four tests and one mini-
paper due. Coming off of the ex-
tended Memorial Day Weekend,
WHS was only open Tuesday through
Friday, but that didn’t stop the teach-
ers from pummeling their students
with work that would take several
hours to finish.

Of the four nights of school that I
had, I received an accumulative
amount of 19 hours of sleep. That
means that I was awake for 80 percent
of this week, drastically higher than
the medically recommended amount
of sleep for high schoolers of nine
and a quarter hours, according to
nationwidechildrens.org.

Although the workload of WHS
students—and the stress that accom-
panies our end-of-the-year transcripts
being released—increases towards
the end of the year, having unhealthy
amounts of work is a constant part of
being a student at WHS.

In just my junior year alone, I’ve
had at least one test every single day
of every single school week. I have
papers, projects and labs due in a
never-ending cycle, leaving me with-
out any break from the pressure of
always having to perform at my best.

The atmosphere of WHS is based
off of success and drive, where stu-
dents are expected to push themselves
as far as possible, whether that be in
taking all AP level courses, being the
president of a specific club or partici-
pating in a multitude of

extracurriculars.
The expectation to succeed in as

many areas of student-life as possible
comes from many different factors. It
could come from one’s parents, teach-
ers, administrators, coaches, or even
from themselves. Regardless of where
this extreme pressure comes from,
one overwhelming theme of WHS for
a plethora of students is that failure is
not an option.

This is extremely problematic be-
cause this expectation to always suc-
ceed puts the students’ health in dan-
ger. Personally, even if I have respon-
sibilities such as my double swim
practices that make me arrive home
for the first time that day at 8 p.m., I
have to find a way to make time to eat,
shower and complete all of my home-
work, because not doing my home-
work is seen as inexcusable for many
students like me.

Most nights, I’m up until 2 or 3
a.m., without stopping once to just
relax, because it’s been drilled into
my head that not doing even just one
assignment would affect my grade for
that marking period, which would
affect my overall grade, which would
affect my transcript, which would af-
fect which college I attend, which
affects how successful I’m going to
be in my life.

This may sound dramatic, but this
is the idea that fills the majority of
WHS students’ heads, making them
suffer from anxiety, sleep deprivation
and from simply forming bad habits
for the future.

The expectations that are put on
WHS students are not only physically
destructive, but mentally catastrophic
as the immense amount of pressure
we feel to succeed at all costs, drives
us to push our minds, bodies, and
souls to their breaking point.

Local Residents Inducted
Into Phi Kappa Phi

Forker Graduates from
Coastal Carolina Univ.

CONWAY, S.C. – Approximately
1,183 students were eligible to walk
in Coastal Carolina University's
graduation exercises, held on campus
at the HTC Student Recreation Cen-
ter and Convocation Center in three
separate ceremonies May 4 and 5.

Among those students who gradu-
ated is Nellie Forker from Cranford,
earning a Bachelor of Arts in English.

BATON ROUGE, La. – The follow-
ing local residents were recently initi-
ated into The Honor Society of Phi
Kappa Phi, the nation's oldest and most
selective collegiate honor society for
all academic disciplines.

Sol Condo of Cranford was initiated
at Kean University.

Elena Elliott of Westfield was initi-
ated at Elon University.

Jessica Thompson of Westfield was
initiated at Kean University.

Jessica Thornton of Cranford was
initiated at Kean University.

Shannon Gomes of Scotch Plains,

was initiated at Ohio University.
These residents are among approxi-

mately 30,000 students, faculty, pro-
fessional staff and alumni to be initiated
into Phi Kappa Phi each year. Member-
ship is by invitation only and requires
nomination and approval by a chapter.
Only the top 10 percent of seniors and
7.5 percent of juniors are eligible for
membership. Graduate students in the
top 10 percent of the number of candi-
dates for graduate degrees may also
qualify, as do faculty, professional staff
and alumni who have achieved schol-
arly distinction.

College Woman’s Club of
Westfield Awards Scholarships

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS...The College Woman’s Club of Westfield Awards
2018 Scholarships to five women. Pictured from left are: (standing) Catherine
Posyton, Julia Vricella-Stokes, Stephanie Hoodja, (seated) Catherine Moore and
Isabel Lee.

WESTFIELD – The College
Woman’s Club of Westfield awarded
close to $50,000. in Scholarships at
its 101th Annual Meeting on May 22
at Echo Lake Country Club. The
awards were made to five young
women from Westfield to help them
pursue their college education. The
recipients were selected based on
academic achievement, community
service, and financial need.

A scholarship in memory of  civic
leader and long time College Woman’s
Club Board member and Trustee Betty
List was awarded for the first time
and presented by her children Robert
List and Karen List. A scholarship in
memory of Katharine Jaruzelski was
presented by Jenny Jaruzelski, both
past presidents of the Club. The Gaile
Boothe Scholarship, The Marge
McCornack Scholarship, and the Past
Presidents Scholarship, presented by
past president Carol Mucci, were
awarded along with the College
Woman’s Club of Westfield Scholar-
ships. According to Scholarship
Chairperson, Annmarie Puleio, “We
award these Scholarships in the spirit
of our Founders Mabel Sturgis,
Wellesley, 1902 and Helen Welch,
Vassar, 1914 and thanks to the endur-
ing commitment and abiding gener-
osity of our members to further the
education of women.”

The 2018 scholarship recipients
are:

Stephanie Hoodja  received The
Marge McCornack and the College
Woman’s Club Scholarships totaling
$13,000. Ms Hoodja will attend Rutgers
University to study Marketing.

Isabel Lee was awarded The Betty
List Scholarship for her commitment

to civic improvement and the College
Woman’s Club Scholarship. Her
awards total $13,000. Ms. Lee plans
to pursue a career in civil engineering
at the University of Pittsburgh. Her
primary interest is in bridge construc-
tion and repair.

Catherine Moore received the
$5,000. Katharine Jaruzelski Schol-
arship. She will pursue her interest in
Music Production and Composition
as a Music Education, Piano Major at
the University of Michigan.

Catherine Posyton received both
the Past Presidents Scholarship and a
College Woman’s Club Scholarship
totaling $13,000. She is interested in
a career in Public Relations and Mar-
keting and will study these majors at
Rutgers University.

Julia Varicella-Stokes was awarded
the $5,000 Gaile K. Boothe Scholar-
ship to study Nursing at Villanova
University. She plans to become a
Nurse Practitioner in Pediatrics.

The College Woman’s Club of
Westfield is proud to acknowledge
this outstanding group of young
women. Applications for the scholar-
ship are available through local high
school guidance departments in Feb-
ruary of each year and are evaluated
by a committee of CWC members
each spring. Funds for the scholar-
ships come from nominal member-
ship dues, donations, interest on in-
vestments and legacies from our mem-
bers.

The College Woman’s Club of
Westfield in in its 101st year. To learn
how to join to participate in the many
social activities of the College
Women’s Club, contact
cwc.westfield@gmail.com.

WHS Senior Recognized by
State Board of Education

WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School senior Kayla Egberts was cho-
sen to represent Union County at the
New Jersey State Board of
Education’s Annual Recognition Cer-
emony on May 16.

Each year, the state board honors
students who have made significant
contributions to their schools, com-
munities or families. Executive county
superintendents select students or stu-
dent groups based on recommenda-
tions from chief school administra-
tors in their counties.

Westfield Public Schools Superin-
tendent Margaret Dolan recom-
mended Ms. Egberts for her leader-

ship and commitment to the Westfield
High School Community Service
Club and to the school’s Transition
Program through which upperclass-
men help their freshmen schoolmates
adjust to high school.

“Kayla has been at the forefront of
the Community Service Club for three
years,” says Ms. Dolan. “She takes
part in and leads the club’s activities
which include making and delivering
meals to homeless and other low-
income individuals in New York City,
Newark and Irvington; holding a
dance marathon to raise money for a
local children’s hospital; raising funds
to support families in need; socializ-
ing with senior citizens at a local
assisted living facility; tutoring el-
ementary school students; and
fundraising to support these club ac-
tivities.”

Egberts “gives her heart and soul to
helping other people,” added Ms.
Dolan.  “When considering the true
definition of success, Kayla embod-
ies all aspects. She possesses a tre-
mendous work ethic, tremendous
character and tremendous empathy.
We are grateful to have witnessed her
grow into a wonderful young woman.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that an Ordinance amending BOH Ordinance #1-2017
entitled “An Ordinance Relating to Personnel Positions and Salary Ranges of Officers and
Employees of the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State of New
Jersey” of which the following is a copy was adopted by the Westfield Board of Health at
a regular meeting held on June 4, 2018.

Megan Avallone
Board Secretary

BOARD OF HEALTH ORDINANCE #1-2018

AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD ENTITLED “AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO PERSONNEL
POSITIONS AND SALARY RANGES OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES
OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, COUNTY
OF UNION, AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY”.

Be it ordained by the Board of Health of the Town of Westfield, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, that Board of Health Ordinance #1-2017 is hereby amended as follows:

Section 1
The following personnel positions and salary ranges are hereby established for Officers

and employees of the Board of Health and shall be effective retroactively from January
1, 2018.

Job Title Salary Range
Regional Health Officer $90,000 — $135,600
Public Health Nursing Supervisor $65,000 — $90,600
Principal REHS $65,000 — $90,100

Section 2
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after Final Passage and publication

according to law.
 T - 6/7/18, The Leader Fee: $55.08

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL

PERSON TO PERSON TRANSFER

Take notice that application has been
made to the Borough of Fanwood, 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey
07023 to transfer to Carano Square LLC
the Plenary Retail Consumption License
No. 2005-33-003-015, as a pocket license,
heretofore issued to BEMSK Enterprises,
Inc.

The individuals that will hold an interest
in this license are:

Robert Checchio
19 Conklin Lane
Warren, New Jersey 07059

Lillian Checchio
10 Codington Lane
Warren, New Jersey 07059

Susan Checchio
1602 Stech Drive
Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807

Carl Checchio
9 Raspberry Trail
Warren, New Jersey 07059

Objections, if any, should be made im-
mediately in writing to Eleanor McGovern,
Borough Clerk, Borough of Fanwood, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jer-
sey 07023.

Carano Square LLC
c/o Skene Law Firm, P.C.

2614 Route 516
Old Bridge, New Jersey 08857

2 T - 6/7/18
& 6/14/18, The Times Fee: $65.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 18-05-S

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING
CHAPTER 86, SALARIES
AND COMPENSATION, AND
CHAPTER 67, POLICE DE-
PARTMENT, OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on June 4, 2018.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 6/7/18, The Times Fee: $19.89

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students


