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Dodgers Nip Pirates in Majors Baseball Semis
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fondly Remembering
Forgotten Ball Teams

As another steamy, long, hot sum-
mer approaches, an old man’s mind
wanders to those seemingly carefree
summer days of the mid-1960s. Those
were the days when most Sundays in-
cluded a 9:30 a.m. Post 3 American
Legion game at Tamaques 2, followed
by a quick pickup of a sub sandwich
from Charlie’s Italian Deli (or Duke’s),
and a ‘container’ in a brown bag from
the Glenview Manor (now Charlie
Brown’s) before settling into a seat
down the first-base line for the 1 p.m.
Union County Baseball League double-
header featuring the Westfield Mer-
chants.

Post 3 was usually good, mostly WHS
kids and the crazy fan, Frenchy, yelling
“Gimme a little rock and roll.” But the
Merchants, coached by the late, great
Robert Turner, were who got my atten-
tion. He would cruise into Tamaques in
his black Cadillac. Most Sundays he
would just manage and coach third
base but he sometimes inserted himself
into the lineup. Either way, it always
seemed a better way to spend my money
– tossing a dollar bill and some pocket
change into the hat when Turner’s kids,
Monte and Buzzy, came around to col-
lect money for the umpires and equip-
ment – rather than spend a small for-
tune to go watch the Mets or Yankees.

Mostly it was just the nostalgic fun
of watching the WHS athletes – with
some out-of-towners from Cranford,
Scotch Plains and other towns – come
home from college and play together
again at beautiful Tamaques Park. It
made the Vietnam War, the civil rights
movement, the assassinations of JFK,
MLK and RFK (June 5, 1968!) and all
the other chaos of that era a bit more
bearable. And in those turbulent mid-
1960s, the Merchants were winning
the UCL every year and advancing to
the now long-defunct Tournament of
Champions over Labor Day weekend
in Bridgeton.

The Merchants were the latest (and,
sadly, the last) in a long line of semipro/
amateur baseball teams in Westfield,
going back to the late 19th century,
when Charles Codding’s clubs played
at Drake’s Park, located on Park Street,
between Boulevard and Summit Ave.
From a drawing of the field, it had a
pretty short right field fence (Summit
Ave.), while left field was enormous!

By 1903 Drake’s Park had been re-
placed by houses, but the Westfield
Colts played their games at Recreation
Park, the grandstand located near the
site of Lincoln School at Gary Kehler
Stadium. The Colts beat rival St. Mary
so often that the Plainfield coach in
1903 brought in some ringers to beat
the locals – Hall of Fame pitcher Eddie
Plank and his Philadelphia Athletics

battery mate Ossie Schreck. On Satur-
day, Oct. 10, they beat Red Waller and
the Colts, 3-0.

Two weeks later, on Oct. 24, Hall of
Fame manager John McGraw brought
his barnstorming New York Giants to
Recreation Field and posted a 10-4
victory. Hall of Famer Christy
Mathewson’s battery mate that day was
Jack Warner, who caught for Westfield
a decade earlier before turning profes-
sional.

The Westfield Hawks came into ex-
istence around 1928 and over the years
included guys like Westfield Athletic
Hall of Famers Bob Torborg, Frank
Ketcham, Jack Reydel, Bobby
Dougherty, Sam Mitchell, Rudy Stanzel
and Dave Townley; Heisman Trophy
winner Larry Kelley; Holy Trinity leg-
end Jack Gillespie; Walt ‘Diz’ Koneski,
who led Linden to the 1939 National

Semipro championship in Battle Creek,
Mich.; future Scotch Plains coach and
athletic director Gene Schiller; future
Rutgers athletic director Fred
Gruninger; and many former WHS
greats including George and Chick
Miller, Martin Burke, Mount Howarth,
Red MacCloskey, and Al Pfeiffer.

(The Vanneri Construction team in
1954 included Westfield Athletic Hall
of Fame member Bob List on the
mound, and NBA Hall of Famer Hubie

Brown behind the plate.)
The Hawks, who won Union County

League titles in 1946 and 1949, dis-
banded after the 1958 season. But, led
by player/manager Turner, the Westfield
Bombers joined the UCL in 1961. They
featured ex-WHS players Sonny
Peterson, Boopie Diaz, Pete Love,
Frank Novello and a former Cranford
Clippers third baseman named Norm
Koury.

The team changed its name to the
Merchants in 1962, adding local leg-
ends George Webster, Stanzel, Richie
Faggins, Leo Brown, Dwight Winn and
Chuck Getter.

Turner’s best teams were 1963-64-
65; they won three straight UCL regu-
lar-season titles, and UCL playoff titles
in 1964 and ’66.

The ’64 squad featured a pitching
staff of Joe DiFabio (Cranford, St. Louis
Cardinals draftee), Greg Chlan (Rider,
K.C. Royals draftee), Jim Smith (North
Carolina), Burke (East Carolina),
Howarth, Bill Dunkel and Pete Love.

They won their first two games at the
TOC but, with many players having
returned to college, dropped the next
two.

The ’66 squad had a mound corps of
Burke, Chlan, Doug Ross (Cranford,
California Angels draftee), Don Ander-
son, Chuck Ostrowsky (Hillside, Rider)
and Frank Tokash. Again, a short-
handed team went 1-2 at the TOC.

Turner coached the Merchants
through the summer of 1974 – current
WHS baseball coach Bob Brewster
was on the team in 1969 and ’70. A
couple of former WHS standouts–
Bobby Flynn (1975) and Kurt Stiefken
(1976-84) – kept the Merchants alive
for another successful decade.

But by then softball was all the rage
and the Merchants (like the Colts and
Hawks before them) quietly disap-
peared into the history books.

FOURTH PERFECT GAME
Mike Carlone and Trevor Hoffman

combined on a five-inning perfect
game, the 22nd no-hitter in school his-
tory on May 21 when WHS beat East
Orange, 11-0, in the first round of the
state tournament. Carlone went four
innings and Hoffman one in a mercy-
rule game.

It was the fourth perfect game in
school history, the other three being:
Greg Freisen’s five-inning gem against

Shabazz in 1998; Evan Shapiro against
Summit in 2007; and six different pitch-
ers – Brad DeMartino, Quinn Dursee
(two innings), Jack Bunting, Ben
Herbster, Chris Hogge and Jake
Wasserman – against Oratory in 2013.

The first recorded no-hitter by a WHS
pitcher was in 1910, when Dudley
Green beat Roselle.

SECTIONAL TITLES
The baseball team knocked off de-

fending state Group 4 champion
Millburn, 4-2, last Friday to capture
the North 2 Group 4 title; they were
to play Ridgewood in Tuesday’s state
Group 4 semifinals. It was the fifth
sectional title in program history, and
fourth under 36-year coach Bob
Brewster. The others came in 1949,
1988, 2011 and 2013.

Earlier this spring, the boys tennis
and girls lacrosse teams captured sec-
tional crowns. For tennis it was the
29th; for the girls it was the first ever.

IN PASSING
Grover Connell passed away on

May 17 a month after he turned 100.
His wife Pat died at age 100 in No-
vember. Grover became the presi-
dent of Connell Rice and Sugar Co.
on Prospect Street, which he and his
children – Ted, Terry and Toni – built
into world’s largest rice trader, even-
tually branching out into other areas
and becoming the Connell Corpora-
tion in Watchung. After moving to
town in the ’50s, he was deeply in-
volved in youth sports. He was also a
major backer of the Westfield Ath-
letic Hall of Fame from its inception
in 1993.

Novelist Philip Roth passed on May
22 at age 85. Among his classics were
Goodbye Columbus, Portnoy’s Com-
plaint, Our Gang, The Great Ameri-
can Novel, American Pastoral, I Mar-
ried a Communist, The Human Stain,
and The Plot Against America.

ON THIS DATE
1986: The boys lacrosse team cap-

tured its first state championship with a
12-6 victory over Bridgewater-Raritan
East. Rob Schmalz had three goals and
two assists.

AROUND THIS DATE
June 5, 1968: Robert F. Kennedy

was assassinated in Los Angeles, for-
ever changing the course of Ameri-
can history. (I spent the next day in a
bar outside Quonset Point, R.I., play-
ing Otis Redding’s “The Dock of the
Bay” on the jukebox for hours.)

June 6, 1992: Chris Campbell, a
state champion at 168 pounds for
WHS in 1973, beat Dan Chaid, 3-0
and 1-0, to earn a spot on the U.S.
Olympic Team at 198 pounds. He
earned a bronze medal in Barcelona,
Spain.

June 8, 1968: First-year coach Dick
Zimmer’s WHS baseball team beat
Union, 2-1, in the Union County Tour-
nament final. Bob Brewster’s sixth-
inning single scored Pat McCabe with
the winning run. Frank Tokash
pitched all nine innings to earn the
win.

The Westfield Merchants were champions of the Union County Baseball League
in 1964. Front row (from left): Richie Faggins, Rich Rubenstein, Rich Barnett, Joe
DiFabio, Ken Stith, manager Robert Turner; middle row: batboy Monte Turner,
Bill Dunkel, Charley Widmer, Ron Rubenstein, Dwight Winn, Thomas Ball,
batboy Buzzy Turner; back row: Pete Love, Rob Schram, Ron Wolff, Greg Chlan,
Don Tokash.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2105

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2073 EN-
TITLED “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 2, “ADMINISTRATION,” ARTICLE II, TOWN OF-
FICERS AND EMPLOYEES, DIVISION 3, PERSONNEL POSITIONS AND
SALARY SCHEDULE,” SEC. 2-12.28, “SCHEDULE.”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Town Council of Westfield in the County of Union as follows:
SECTION I.
That the Code of the Town of Westfield be and is hereby amended by revising Section

2-12.28, “Schedule,” in Chapter 2, “Administration” Article II, “Town Officers and Employ-
ees,” Division 3, “Personnel Positions and Salary Schedule,” so that the same shall read
as follows:

JOB TITLE SALARY RANGE
Municipal Defender $13,938 - $16,594
Municipal Prosecutor $29,957 - $35,665
Library Assistant I $31,312 - $38,674
Custodian $38,590 - $43,576
Senior Custodian $39,530 - $46,952
Library Assistant II $42,345 - $48,022
Office Manager $45,953 - $53,678
Deputy Town Clerk $46,174 - $58,021
Municipal Magistrate $52,963 - $62,984
Administrative Secretary $56,545 - $67,370
Aquatics Supervisor $56,922 - $68,307
Payroll Benefits Manager $61,427 - $73,939
Engineering Inspector/Field Engineer $65,123 - $75,981
Parking Services Director $65,694 - $76,137
Assistant Director of Recreation $66,520 - $76,643
Electrical Inspector $68,219 - $78,922
Assistant Library Director $68,750 - $79,412
Zoning Officer $70,409 - $81,969
Librarian $66,961 - $83,221
Municipal Court Administrator $71,209 - $83,865
Executive Assistant $72,053 - $83,934
Tax Collector $73,522 - $84,291
Supervisor Public Works $75,800 - $84,870
Tax Assessor $81,998 - $96,349
Assistant Director of Public Works $83,514 - $96,041
Town Surveyor $84,505 - $98,460
Assistant Town Engineer $86,901 - $99,936
Recreation Director $86,932 - $100,632
Town Clerk $89,208 - $102,824
Town Planner $96,729 - $110,921
Library Director $95,847 - $111,720
Construction Official $98,591 - $116,982
Director of Public Works $99,702 - $115,372
Deputy Fire Chief $121,435 - $136,027
Town Engineer $123,885 - $141,102
Chief Financial Officer $126,513 - $151,858
Fire Chief $137,629 - $158,272
Police Chief $143,665 - $164,215
Town Administrator $158,215 - $184,710

SECTION II.
The Personnel and Position Salary Schedule set forth in Sec. 2-12.28 as hereby

amended shall take place as of January 1, 2018.
SECTION III.
Any or all ordinances or parts thereof in conflict, or inconsistent, with any part of the

terms of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in such conflict or
inconsistent.

SECTION IV.
In the event that any section, part or provision of this ordinance shall be held to be

unconstitutional or invalid by any court, such holdings shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof, other than the part so held unconstitutional or
invalid.

SECTION V.
This ordinance shall take effect after passage and publication as soon as, and in the

manner provided by law.
NOTICE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced at a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield held on June 5, 2018 and was read for the first time. This ordinance
will be further considered for final passage by said Town Council at the Westfield
Municipal Building, Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
07090 at a meeting beginning at 8:00 PM on June 19, 2018 or at any time and place to
which such meeting may be adjourned. All persons interested will be given the opportu-
nity to be heard concerning such ordinance. Copies of this ordinance are available at the
Office of the Town Clerk, Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 6/7/18, The Leader Fee: $138.72

nings and to three batters in the third
when he was relieved by Hyland, who
pitched no-hit, shutout ball for the
remainder of the game, while walk-
ing only one batter.

“The pitching did a great job. We
didn’t hit a ton. Julian [Montez] and
Tommy [Hyland], the combination,
they just threw strikes,” Dodgers
Coach John Toal commented.

Cestaro pitched the first two in-
nings and to a pair of batters in the
third for the Pirates when Bracco
relieved with no one out and pitched
until he was relieved by Shinners
with two outs in the fifth.

The Dodgers struck early with two
runs in the top of the first inning.
Leadoff batter McMahill reached first
base and sped to second on a throw-
ing error. After stealing third, he
scored on Toal’s chopping RBI single
deep into the hole at shortstop.
Trajkovski also drew a walk and Toal
eventually advanced to third then
scored on a wild pitch. The Pirates
attempted to answer in the bottom of
the inning when Shinners drilled a
two-out double to leftfield but Montez
got the next batter to fly out to right
field.

After Cestaro put the Dodgers down
in order, the Pirates scored once in the
second and it began with Coyle’s hop-
ping single to leftfield. A ball in the
dirt and a wild pitch allowed Coyle to
scamper to third then Cruz’s
groundout to second allowed Coyle
to score. Later in the inning Cestaro
tapped a two-out single and Korr fol-
lowed with a walk but Montez got
Willard to ground out to first base.

A big three-run inning in the third
gave the Dodgers a 4-1 lead. Halloran
beat out a 12-foot tapper and looped to
second when the catcher overthrew first.
McMahill walked. Bracco relieved
Cestaro, who went out to right field.
Then with runners on second-and-third,
Toal added his second RBI with a
groundout to short. Ives followed with
a hard RBI single to right and Trajkovski
zipped an RBI single over first and
tried to stretch it to a double but was
gunned down by Cestaro for the second
out. A grounder back to the mound
ended in the third out.

Pirate co-coach Leo White, notic-
ing that Montez appeared to be tiring
on the mound, instructed his batters to
be very selective in the bottom of the
third and it paid off with a three-run
rally. Sica and Healy drew walks. Both
runners advanced on a failed pickoff
attempt. Sica scored when Zippler’s
chopper was bobbled by the shortstop.
Healy scored on another failed pickoff
attempt then Zippler scored on a simi-
lar situation to make the score 5-4.
Hyland relieved Montez, got the next
batter to pop up to short and after
walking Shinners, struck out the next
two batters.

“The coaches on the other team, I
love the way they coach. Nice and
aggressive. They take every base you
give them and make you make the
plays,” Coach Toal said.

Montez hacked a two-out single in
the fourth inning, stole second and
third but the third out came when
Zippler, playing first base, snagged a
sizzling liner off the bat of Carlucci.
Hyland retired all three Pirates in the

fourth and all three in the fifth. In the
meantime, Toal got his second hit of
the game and Ives walked but both
were left stranded in the fifth inning.

Shinners retired all three Dodgers
in the sixth and the Pirates came to the
plate for one last chance to steal the
victory. Healy’s leadoff grounder to
short was mishandled. He stole sec-
ond then attempted to steal third but a
throw from Toal, the catcher, was on
the mark to Halloran for the first out.

“The nice play we kind of read a
little bit. We knew they were going to
go and we barely caught them. It was
close.” commented Coach Toal.

The second batter grounded out to
second and the final batter launched a
long fly out to centerfield.

McMahill scored two of the Dodg-
ers’ runs, Toal had two hits, two RBI
and a run scored, Ives had an RBI
single, scored once and walked once
and Trajkovski had the booming RBI
single and walked once.

“He’s a good solid player that Sean.
Brady! Brady hits the ball all the
time. He’s a big part of our lineup.
He’s crushed it all year,” said Coach
Toal, who added, “We got a lot of
good players who came around and
did well. They won a big one barely
but we will take it

Next the Dodgers would face the
Cubs, who defeated the Astros, in a
best of three championship series.

“We get to play the Cubs. That’s
who we want,” Coach Toal said.
Dodgers 203 000 5
Pirates 013 000 4

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR NONPAYMENT OF TAXES,
ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn, Collector of Taxes of the Borough
of Fanwood, County of Union will sell at public auction on Tuesday,  June 26, 2018 in the
Mayor and Council chambers at the Borough Municipal Building, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock in the morning or at such later time and
place to which said sale may be adjourned, all of the several lots and parcels of land
assessed to the respective persons whose names are set opposite each respective
parcel as the owner thereof for the total amount of municipal liens chargeable against said
lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. as computed to the 26th
day of June 2018.

Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of
municipal liens chargeable against each parcel of said land assessed as one parcel,
together with interest and costs to the date of the sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest
rate of interest bid, not to exceed 18%. Payment for said parcels shall be made prior to
the conclusion of the sale in the form of cash, certified check or money order or other
method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold. Properties
for which there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the Borough of
Fanwood at an interest rate of 18%.

At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property with
interest and costs. Payments must be in the form of cash, certified check or money order.

Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act
(N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq.), the Water Pollution Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et
seq.) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq.) In addition, the
municipality is precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prospective purchaser
who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner or operator of the site.

In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the
Tax Collector should be notified immediately.

The lands to be sold are described in accordance with the last tax duplicate as follows:

BLK LOT OWNER NAME PROPERTY LOCATION TOTAL
24 9.01 FELA, DEBRA 167 Pleasant Avenue 13,674.11
28 5 HERRMANN, JOHN ET ALL 168 Midway Avenue 12,558.48
48 18 J A M ENHANCEMENT LLC 54 Stewart Place 7,974.42
49 15 CHRISTIANA TRUST TR 353 Terrill Road 752.45
56 16 QUALIFIED FLIPS 71 La Grande Avenue 8,398.70
71 20 KLUCKAS, LUCILLE C 14 Rainier Road 11,706.08
78 24 WHITE, MATTHEW D 493 Terrill Road 5,792.82
86 4 MILEWITS, MARTIN M 71 Second Street 819.84
121 1 MINDO, JEFFREY A & CYNTHIA 56 Trenton Avenue 412.97

Colleen M. Huehn
Collector of Taxes
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WF’s Clancy to Play
In All-Star Game

Westfield resident, Tom Clancy, a
freshman at Newark Academy in
Livingston, has been selected to play
in the upcoming Quad County Under-
classmen All-Star Games at Kean
University on June 10. In the second
game of the doubleheader (following
Union against Hudson), the Essex
team will square off against
Middlesex. The 6-0, 190 lb right
hander played in the Westfield Base-
ball League for many years. Tom also
plays alongside several other
Westfield players for Jersey Boyz
Baseball, a club team based in
Middlesex.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION
HEARING PARKER GARDENS

REDEVELOPMENT STUDY AREA

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Plan-
ning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains (the “Planning Board”) will hold a
public hearing on Monday, June 25, 2018
at 7:30 p.m. to discuss and determine
whether the 5 parcels forming the Parker
Gardens Redevelopment Study Area  (the
“Study Area”) identified as Block 12001,
Lots 4, 5, 6, 7, and 24 should be deter-
mined to be “an area in need of redevelop-
ment” under the Local Redevelopment and
Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq.
(the “LHRL”). This public hearing will be
held in the Council Chambers in Town
Hall, located at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey.

By Resolution No. 2018-38, adopted on
January 16, 2018, the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains directed the
Planning Board to conduct a preliminary
investigation in order to determine whether
the 5 parcels forming the Study Area (as
referenced above) qualify as an “area in
need of redevelopment”.

Please note that a Planning Board de-
termination that the Study Area is an “area
in need of redevelopment” shall not autho-
rize the Township of Scotch Plains to exer-
cise the power of eminent domain to ac-
quire any property within the Study Area.

At the public hearing, the Planning Board
will hear testimony regarding whether or
not the properties within the Study Area, or
any part thereof, qualify as “an area in
need of redevelopment”, and will hear all
others who are interested in or who are
affected by a determination that the prop-
erties within the Study Area are an “area in
need of redevelopment”. Upon completion
of the preliminary investigation, the Plan-
ning Board shall provide its recommenda-
tions to the Township Council.

A preliminary investigation report (in-
cluding maps which depict the Study Area)
which was prepared by Katherine O’Kane,
PP, AICP, of Harbor Consultants, Inc. is
available for public inspection during regu-
lar business hours at the office of the
Township Clerk within the Municipal Hall
located at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey.

Jeffrey B. Lehrer, Esq.
Redevelopment Counsel for

Township of Scotch Plains
2 T - 6/7/18
& 6/14/18, The Times Fee: $103.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, May
14, 2018, the Planning Board of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, Union County, New
Jersey, approved the application of 2590
Rt. 22, LLC for property located at 2586
and 2590 Route 22, Block 4703, Lots 1 and
2 for preliminary and final site plan ap-
proval and associated site upgrades with
any bulk variance or waiver relief after
proposing to merge the existing lots and
demolish some of the existing structures
while renovating the single story structure
on the lots for appliance sales, showroom
and inventory storage. The Resolution
memorializing said approval was duly pre-
sented and adopted by the Planning Board
at its regularly scheduled meeting on May
30, 2018. A copy of said Resolution has
been filed in the office of the Planning
Board and/or the office of the Municipal
Clerk and is available for public inspection.

Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary

1 T - 6/7/18, The Times Fee: $22.95

A drawing of the baseball field at Recreation Park, circa 1903, that appeared in
the Union County Standard newspaper.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRAWLING BACK TO FIRST...Dodger Brady Trajkovski knocks the ball out of Pirates first baseman Toby Zippler’s glove
when he scrambles back to first to avoid being tagged out in the first inning at Gumbert 2 Field.


