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CAMINITI RUN SAVING GRAB, LERIE 2 RBI, DIEU 3 RBI

Blue Devils Reject Raiders, 6-4
In North 2, Baseball Semifinal

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Andrew Caminiti made some
spectacular plays from his shortstop
position to prevent runs and used his
bat effectively, along with Matt
McIntyre, Chris Wagner and Jake
Lerie, to harvest enough runs for the
top-seeded Westfield High School
baseball team to overcome fourth-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 6-4,
in the semifinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment at Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in
Westfield on May 29.

The 16-11 Raiders did out-hit the
17-9 Blue Devils, 9-6, but Caminiti’s
two key defensive plays came in the
top of the fourth inning where the
Raiders had three hits but failed to get
a run across the plate. Until that time,
Blue Devil pitcher Mike Carlone had
retired the first nine Raiders that he
faced. Carlone pitched the first five
innings and to one batter in the sixth,
yielding three runs on six hits, while
walking none and striking out seven.

That fourth inning began with Willy
Gale (2-for-4) pulling off a bunt single.
Jonny Ramos followed with a ground
single that hit the bag at third and
bounced into leftfield. Gale headed
for third but Caminiti recovered the
ball and fired to Matt Manning at
third to get the out.

“It was hit toward Manning and I
yell ‘back up’. It kind of skipped off
the bag and bounced. He [Gale] went
to third. I picked it up and threw it. It
was great to get the out there. Big out!
First out of the inning. Helped Mike
get out of that inning,” Caminiti said.

After Carlone struck out the next
batter, Sam Schetelich lined a single
to left. Anthony DiNizo stepped to
the plate and drilled a liner that ap-
peared destined to fall into centerfield
but Caminiti pulled off the circus catch
of the afternoon for the third out.

“That was just a reaction play to be
honest. Mike [Carlone] was in a little
trouble, pitched fantastic the entire
game. It was hit to my left. I made a
diving play. It was all out. It was great
to help the team get out with those two

outs and get some momentum for the
team,” Caminiti said.

“That was a big play! It was a really
athletic play, great reaction. He’s a
very good player in a great spot where
we were tying or taking a lead,” Raider
Head Coach Joe Higgins expressed.

The Raiders pulled off a pair of
great catches also. Gale executed a
diving forward snag in right field to
rob Wagner of a hit in the first inning,
then in the second inning, Ramos
robbed Jake Vall-Llobera of a hit but
the Blue Devils still managed to score
the first run. After reaching first on a
bobble at third, Lerie’s very dirty uni-
form revealed that he had no respect
for the dirt when he stole second then
plowed into third base on Manning’s
single and scored on Mike Knapp’s
sacrifice fly to right field.

“I actually got on with an error. It
was a well-placed ball. I beat it out at
first, stole second, got to third on
Matt’s hit. I thought the popup that I
scored on was a little shallow but
Brew [Coach Bob Brewster] trusted
me the entire way. I wanted it,” Lerie
recalled.

The Raiders took a 2-1 lead in the
fifth. Tyler Stines reached first on an
error, Josh Canavan (2-for-3) hopped
a single to right and stole second then
Mike Dieu slashed a two-run single to
right.

The Westfield fifth shifted the mo-
mentum drastically. Jack Cifelli drew
a leadoff walk and was replaced by
Mike Charlton, who stole second then
sprinted to third when McIntyre was
walked setting up a first-and-third situ-
ation. Raider Matt Kipp relieved start-
ing pitcher Jake Friedman. McIntyre
swiped second then Caminiti poked an
RBI single over second.

“McIntyre got on base and I think it
was Charlton [on third base]. I got a
hit up the middle and it was great to
help this team win. We saw that kid
before [Kipp]. I knew he threw a little
slower on the outside, so I just tried to
put it up the middle. Just wait back a
little bit and get the ball going,”
Caminiti described.

Wagner was next and rapped an
RBI single to right as Caminiti made
it to third.

Blue Devils, Raiders, Cougars
Group 4, Group 3 Track Results:

The Westfield High School and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys & girls competed at the Group 4
Track & Field Championships at
Franklin High School in Somerset on
June 1-2 and qualified several athletes
for the Meet of Champions (MOC) to
be held this Saturday, June 9, at North
Burlington High School. The Cranford
Cougars competed in the Group 3
Championships in Bayville and ad-
vanced a few athletes. The top-8 in
each event advance to the MOC.

SPF Raiders Duben Agwu, Jacob
Leigh, Justin Sanders and Dwight
Laylor crossed second in the 4x100
with a time of 4.75. Leigh also fin-
ished fifth in the 100 with a time of
10.98 and Laylor finished 11th at
11.23. Leigh also finished ninth in the
200 with a time of 22.58. Raider Ben
Fleischer finished 12th in the 3,200 at
9:45.5 and Blue Devil Will McGlynn
finished 17th at 9:57.69.

Blue Devil Spencer Weigand

crossed fourth in the 800 with a time
of 1:54.01 and also finished seventh
in the 1,600 at a personal-best (PB)
4:19.05. Blue Devil Matt Meusel fin-
ished 21st at 4:35.01. Blue Devil Jake
Saltzer finished ninth in the 400 at
49.53 but qualified for the MOC.
James McCutcheon, Cooper Brennan,
Meusel and Weigand finished 10th in
the 4x800 at 8:04.21. Brendan
Riccardi at 156-9 (PB) and Joe
SanGiacomo at 153-0 placed 12-13
in the javelin. Bennie Buontempo
placed 20th in the discus with a toss
of 127-10.

For the Group 4 girls, Raiders Trin-
ity Hart, Imani Rivers, Kerri McNeely
and Corinne Lyght finished third in
the 4x100 at 48.09. Hart crossed fifth
in the 100 at 12.54 and Lyght finished
eighth at 12.57. Hart also placed fifth
in the long jump with a leap of 17-
8.75, followed by Lyght at 17-8.5.

Blue Devils Emma Jackler,
Caroline Collins, Mia Melao and

Grace Morgan knocked 20 seconds
off their previous time to finish fourth
in the 4x800 with a time of 9:32.29.
Katie Hamilton finished ninth in the
800 at 2:18.02 and 15th in the 1,600
at 5:12.89. Sarah Hacker finished 10th
in the 3,200 at 11:24.7. Lauren Triarsi
finished 16th in the 100 hurdles at
15.56 and Sam Stravach had a toss of
101-4 in the javelin.

In Group 3, Cranford Cougar Josiah
Cadet took second in the 400 hurdles
with a time of 54.74 and Josh Cadet
finished 19th in the 400 at 51.8. Cou-
gar Sasha Knapp placed sixth in the
long jump with a leap of 17-8.75 and
Cielo Tumbokum took 11th at 17-
2.5. Tumbokum placed 13th in the
triple jump with a distance of 35-5.5.
Hannah Capone placed 15th in the
pole vault at 9-6. Summit Hilltopper
Icisys Sadler finished second in the
100 at 12.02 and third in the 100
hurdles at 14.23. The Summit girls
also took second in the 4x100 at 48.09.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate
Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: BettyLynch1935@gmail.com
FAX: 862-345-2871
www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Westfield. 2 FAMILY HOME near NYC transportation, Westfield's TOP RATED SCHOOLS and vibrant DOWNTOWN.
Live in one unit and rent the other to offset taxes, etc.  Numerous updates including: siding, furnaces, hot water heaters, gas
conversion, windows, roof and more. Off street parking. Current Day rent should be $1975. Second floor apartment has
oversized third floor attic space. A MUST SEE. 4/5 BEDROOMS, 2 BATHS. $639,000. CALL Betty Lynch at 908-419-5141.

EDWARDS BLASTS SOLO HOME RUN, ANDRETTA 2 RBI

Cubs’ Big 4th Inning Downs
Nationals in Westfield Majors

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kellen Edwards’ big blast ignited a
six-run fourth inning to separate the
fourth-seeded Cubs from a tight contest
with the fifth-seeded Nationals in the
Westfield Youth League Majors play-
offs held at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield
on May 31. Prior to the big inning, the
Cubs were clinging to a slim, 1-0, lead
over the Nationals but turned up the
offense to emerge with a 9-0 victory and
a ticket to the semifinals.

All available players were allowed
the opportunity to get an at-bat and to
play in the field. The Nationals con-
sisted of Brandon O’Connor, Michael
Lynch, AJ Altobelli, Drew Pravlik,
Kenny Morgan, Evan Sewald, Zach
Mendoza, Sam Esposito, Maden
Patel, Lucas Rubiera and Jack Ryan.
The Cubs consisted of Jake Alfano,
Liam Garrett, Edwards, Casey Isser,
Joshua Greenwood, Brody
Henderson, Gavin Andretta, Tyler
Pietrewicz, Brendan Scheper, Jake
Park, Cooper Martino and Drew
Schimer.

Greenwood, Alfano and Garrett
shared the pitching duties for the Cubs
and combined to allow just three hits
and two walks, while striking out four.
Altobelli, Patel and Sewald pitched
for the Nationals.

Lynch was the only National to get
on base in the top of the first inning
and did manage to get as far as third
base. Alfano led off the Cubs’ first
inning with a long double to leftfield
and after a groundout to short for the
first out, Edwards was hit-by-a-pitch
but Altobelli struck out the next batter
and got Greenwood to ground out to
second for the third out.

Sewald walked, stole second and
made it to third in the top of the second
but was left stranded. Henderson

hooked a leadoff single over first in the
Cubs’ second inning but Altobelli got
the next three batters out.

After the Nationals went down 1-2-
3 in the third, Martino, who reached
base on a throwing error, scored the
Cubs’ first run when Alfano’s fly ball
to left was dropped.

The Nationals’ biggest threat came
in the fourth. O’Connor hit a high
chopping infield single but later got
caught in a rundown. Altobelli slashed
a two-out double to right but next a
fine play by the third baseman re-
sulted in the third out.

The decisive fourth inning began
with a groundout to third with the help
of a fine stretch by first baseman
Lynch. But Edwards stepped to the
plate and launched his solo homer
over the centerfield fence.

“That was fun to see. He was in a little
slump so that helped him out quite a bit.
Made his dad happy too,” Cubs Coach
Ricardo Edwards expressed.

Isser lined a single to center then
sped to second on a groundout,
Henderson took a fastball to the thigh
putting runners on first and third, a
situation that would occur several
times in the inning and place the
catcher in a nearly impossible situa-
tion to try to get the runner stealing

second.
“Absolutely. Capitalizing on

that but I think the key was our
defense. We made the plays we
had to. We helped out the
pitcher,” Coach Edwards said.

Andretta sizzled a two-run
single between first and second,
scoring Isser and Henderson, and
Pietrewicz followed with an RBI
single to right. Scheper walked
and stole second then Pietrewicz
scored on Park’s single to left.
With Scheper on third, Martino
hit a grounder that influenced
the third baseman to throw home
but Scheper beat the throw for
the sixth run of the inning and a
7-0 lead.

The Nationals tried to get
something going in the fifth with
a leadoff single to left by Mor-
gan, who would also steal sec-
ond. Garrett, who was on the
mound at the time, got the next
batter to pop up to second then
struck out the following batter.
Esposito walked but Garrett
struck out the next batter.

Two more Cubs scored in the fifth.
Barrett walked, stole second and
moved to third on Edward’s infield
single. Greenwood walked and as the
ball escaped the catcher’s grasp,
Garrett came in to score. Edwards
would score on a ball in the dirt.

The Nationals went down 1-2-3
with only three pitches thrown in the
sixth and the Cubs would be on their
way to the semifinal round.

“They played fantastic, flawless all
the way through. Three pitches to
close it out,” Coach Edwards said.
“They struggled in the beginning of
the year. We have had a bunch of
injuries. Players got healthy. We are on
a nice little streak. They are playing
well. All the credit goes to the boys.”
Nationals 000 000 0
Cubs 001 62x 9
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DIVING FOR HOME PLATE...Blue Devil Chris Wagner dives for home plate as Raider catcher Mike Dieu watches the
action in the fifth inning of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament in Westfield on May 29.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WILD THROW TO FIRST...Cubs runner Cooper Martino, No. 8, ducks and coach Ricardo Edwards takes notice as the
throw from the pitcher sails out of the reach of Nationals first baseman Drew Pravlik in the third inning at Gumbert 2 Field.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SAFE AT HOME...Cubs runner Kellen Edwards, No. 11, slides across the plate in the
fifth inning before Nationals pitcher Evan Sewald can make a tag at Gumbert 2 Field.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEALING SECOND...Blue Devil Mike Charlton, No. 17, swipes second base as
Raider shortstop Sam Schetelich goes for the ball in the fifth inning.


