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Gloria I. Giaimo, 89, Beloved Mother;
Lived In Westfield For 30 Years

Gloria I. Giaimo

Gloria I. Giaimo, 89, of Dunedin,
Fla., passed away peacefully at her
daughter’s home on
April 6, 2018 and was
surrounded by her lov-
ing family.

Gloria was born in
Manhattan, N.Y., and
worked on Wall Street.
She grew up in Jersey
City, N.J., later married
and raised her family in
Westfield, N.J., before
retiring to Dunedin, Fla.
Gloria was an avid
reader and enjoyed
crafts, gardening, cro-
cheting, and making jew-
elry, especially dream catcher earrings.
She was a member of the Our Lady of
Lourdes Catholic Church in Dunedin.
Gloria was gregarious, made friends
easily and could make you laugh with
ease. She could tell a story like no
other and often people would say “your
mom is so cute” or “your mom is so
funny.”

Gloria leaves behind six children,
Joseph (Sally), Vernon, N.J., James

(Sybil), Scotch Plains,
N.J., Jeffrey (Jim),
Ladera Ranch, Calif.,
Jason (Hetal),
Pleasanton, Calif., and
Judith and Joan of
Dunedin, Fla. She is
also survived by two
sisters, Sister Joan
Eileen Butler of Our
Lady of Lourdes Con-
vent, West Orange, N.J.
and Dorothy Verheul of
Mukilteo, Wash. She
leaves four grandchil-
dren, Jainam, Ashni,

Justin and Jayden, and several nieces
and nephews. Gloria was a loving
and kind soul who will be missed
immeasurably.

There was a private mass held on
May 5 and a memorial service will
be held on June 12, which would
have been her 90th birthday.
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– Obituaries –Grover Connell, 100, Was Family Man,
Successful Entrepreneur, Philanthropist
Grover Connell of Westfield,

N.J., died peacefully on Thursday,
May 17, 2018, at his home, sur-
rounded by his loving family.

Born in New York City on April
12, 1918 to Mr. and Mrs. Grover
Cleveland Connell, Grover was
raised in New York. He went to
high school in the Bronx and earned
a Bachelor of Science degree from
Columbia University in 1939. Af-
ter working briefly for his father in
the rice business, Grover served in
the United States Navy as an of-
ficer (Lieutenant Senior Grade) on
a Fletcher class destroyer during
World War II. Following the war,
Grover returned to work for his
father at Connell Rice & Sugar Co.
(now The Connell Company) and
took over the business in 1950. He
has been the president of the com-
pany since that time. Grover greatly
expanded the company’s rice and
sugar operations, eventually lead-
ing the company to become the
world’s largest rice trader, and also
guided the company into many di-
verse business areas. He was a true
entrepreneur. Multiple generations
of the Connell family continue to
lead the company.

Grover met his wife, Patricia Day
Connell, in Manasquan, N.J., at
the beach, and they were married
for 77 wonderful years until she
passed away last year. Grover and
Pat moved to Westfield in 1951
(also moving the company to New
Jersey a few years later) and re-
sided in Westfield for the past 67

years, where they raised their three
children, Ted, Terry and Toni.

Grover’s business acumen and
work ethic were without question.
He valued commitment and integ-
rity, and his loyalty to those who
worked at Connell and others close
to him was evident. In a business
world dominated by written agree-
ments, Grover always maintained
that any deal could be made on a
handshake, as a person should al-
ways stand behind his word. He
touched the lives of so many, sharing
his knowledge and remarkable ex-
periences. Respected by everyone
with whom he came into contact,
Grover remained humble through-
out his extraordinarily successful life.

Passionate about politics, Grover
immersed himself in the issues and
political process. He deeply believed
in the importance of education and
community and supported many or-
ganizations and charities, without
looking for any recognition.

Yet for all of his achievements
and attributes, Grover’s pride and
devotion always remained centered
on his family.

Grover is survived by his daugh-
ters, Terry Connell and Toni Connell;
grandsons, Shane Connell and his
wife, Jennifer, Duane Connell and
his wife, Jane, and Sean Connell,
and seven great-grandchildren,
Clayton, Justin, Katherine, Chloe,
Lilah, Tessa and Coby.

At Grover’s request, services
were held privately.
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KNIGHTS SUPPORT SQUAD...Msgr. Walsh Council 5437 Garwood Grand
Knight Michael Collings presents Garwood First Aid Squad Captain Gene
Kobliska with a $250 donation during the squad’s Annual Fund Drive. Also
pictured are members of the First Aid Squad on the right and Knights of Columbus
Chaplain Msgr. Ron Marczewski and fellow Knights on the left.

Networking Group to Host
LinkedIn Expert June 11

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains-Mountainside Pub-
lic Libraries’ Career Networking
Group will feature a program on
“How to Get 80 Percent of
LinkedIn’s Benefits in 20 Percent
of the Time” on Monday, June 11,
at 6:30 p.m. It will take place at the
Scotch Plains Public Library.

Andy O’Hearn will be the pre-
senter. Since 2005, Mr. O’Hearn
has sought to plumb the depths of
LinkedIn’s mysteries, ranging from
LinkedIn Open Networker (LION)
to LinkedIn Associations of Mu-
tual Beneficence (LAMB). He has
mined the expertise of LinkedIn’s
most proficient practitioners, and
during the upcoming program he
will present his concentrated
knowledge and curated experience.
The goal of the program is to help
attendees set their profile apart and
establish their bona fides in ways
they might not have fully envi-
sioned before.

Mr. O’Hearn is a communica-
tions adviser who helps executives
craft corporate narratives that
frame meaningful content for inte-
grated communication campaigns.

In terms of LinkedIn,  Mr.
O’Hearn’s 5,155 connections in-
clude some of LinkedIn’s most
adept practitioners around the
world. His background includes
writing, editing, research, social
media, photography/design and
“next-gen” career trends. To con-

nect with Mr. O’Hearn, visit
linkedin.com/in/andyohearn/.

This program is free and open to
all. Interested persons can register
online at scotlib.org, by calling
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or by e-mail at library@scotlib.org.

Individuals can connect with the
library’s Career Networking Group
on LinkedIn, Career Networking
Group at SPPL.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township.

Kyle L. Banker

Kyle L. Banker

Kyle L. Banker, 64, of Roselle,
passed away on Tuesday, May 22,
2018.

Kyle was employed as a dental
assistant  for Dr.  Seymour
Koslowsky, DDS, for 45 years. She
is predeceased by her sister Karen
Moore. She is survived by her sis-
ter Dale Sheehy and her husband,
James; her nieces, Kaitlyn Sheehy
and Jordan Dunn and her husband,
Michael; her nephew, Joshua
Moore, and his wife, Kelly, and
great-nieces and nephews. She is
laid to rest in Rosedale Memorial
Park in Linden.
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Mountainside Library Posts
Programming For June

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library will
continue to offer programs during the
month of June.

“Aging Service Kiosk” will be held
tomorrow, Friday, June 8, at 12:30
p.m. Donna Farrell of the Union
County Department of Human Ser-
vices Division on Aging and Disabil-
ity Resource Connection will return
to the library to provide information
about home-delivered meals, respite
care, home care, adult day care, sup-
port services for caregivers and more.

“Alfred Hitchcock: Behind the Cur-
tain of Suspense” is scheduled for
Monday, June 11, at 7 p.m. Author,
film historian and museum film cura-
tor Max Alvarez will present a look
behind the scenes of some of the Mas-
ter of Suspense’s notorious classics,
from The Lodger (1927) and North By
Northwest (1959) to Frenzy (1972)
and the meticulous planning of each.

The curtain closes on the sixth sea-
son of the Friday Operas on Film se-
ries on Friday, June 15, at 1 p.m. Mena
Clemson will present Das Land Des

Lächelns by Franz Lehár. René Kollo
as Prince Sou-Chong and Birgit Pitsch-
Sarata as Lisa star in this 1974 produc-
tion. The Radio-Sinfonieorchester
Stuttgart with the Korean Court Ballet
is conducted by Wolfgang Ebert.

Remaining Tuesday Night movies
for the month are Marshall (2017,
PG-13) on June 12; Lady Bird (2017,
R) on June 19 and Daddy’s Home
(2017, PG-13) on June 26. All screen-
ings begin at 6:30 p.m.

Additionally, the library will con-
tinue to feature its Brown Bag Acad-
emy: Great Courses series on Mon-
days in June at 1:15 p.m. The current
course is “How to Listen To and Un-
derstand Great Music.” Professor
Robert Greenberg, Music Historian-
in-Residence at the San Francisco
Performances, is the lecturer. Attend-
ees are invited to bring their lunch;
coffee, tea and cookies will be served.

To register for library programs,
stop into the library or call (908) 233-
0115. The Mountainside Public Li-
brary is located at 1 Constitution
Plaza.

Jazz Pianist to Give
Concert In Cranford
CRANFORD — The Friends of

the Cranford Public Library invites
the community for an evening with
concert pianist Gil Scott Chapman
on Monday, July 23, at 7:30 p.m., in
the Cranford Community Center.

A classically-trained jazz pianist,
Mr. Chapman holds a Bachelor of
Fine Arts in Jazz Studies and Master of
Music (improvisation) from the Uni-
versity of Michigan. He has won and
placed in a number of classical piano
competitions, performed at Carnegie
Hall, the Kennedy Center and the
Monterey Jazz Festival, and performed
alongside many celebrated artists.

He helped to develop the
Gershwin Initiative, a long-term
partnership between the Univer-
sity of Michigan and the Gershwin
family, bringing the music of
George and Ira Gershwin to schol-
ars and audiences worldwide. He
resides in Westfield.

“What thrills me about music, es-
pecially jazz, is the unexplored, the
unknown,” he said. “And the irony is
you’re completely unaware of that
unexplored territory until you get
there — that journey excites me!”

No registration is required for
this free concert. The Cranford
Community Center is located at 220
Walnut Avenue, and is accessible to
all. For more information about the
Friends of the Cranford Public Li-
brary, visit cranfordlibrary.org.

COMMENDED HOME...This recently restored and expanded 1873 farmhouse
is among the 14 recipients of a Devlin Commendation for historic preservation.
The public is invited to attend the awards ceremony and reception hosted by the
Westfield Historic Preservation Commission on Thursday, June 14, at 7:30 p.m.,
in the Community Room of the Westfield Municipal Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street.

Devlin Awards Ceremony
To Be Held on June 14

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
will hold its annual Devlin Commen-
dation Awards ceremony on Thurs-
day, June 14, at 7:30 p.m., in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 425
East Broad Street. Members of the
public are invited to attend the cer-

emony and reception honoring this
year’s 14 recipients for their efforts
toward historic preservation.

The Devlin Commendation pro-
gram was established in 1992 to honor
outstanding efforts in the restoration,
expansion and maintenance of older
properties. The awards are selected
from community nominations by a
panel of judges with expertise in his-
tory and architecture.

The winners of the 2018 Devlin
Awards include private residences as
well as public and commercial prop-
erties. They range from an 1870s farm-
house to a Victorian “Queen Anne” to
a 1920s Georgian-style brick estate.
The Westfield Fire Department will
be honored for the restoration of the
domed cupola atop the historic
firehouse. This year’s ceremony also
will include special recognition of
Patrick and Helaine Velderman, as
founders of the Kimball Avenue His-
toric District.

Created to encourage the use of
established historic preservation stan-
dards when enhancing or expanding
local properties, the Devlin Commen-
dation program is named for Harry
Devlin, one of the founding judges
and a prominent local artist and archi-
tectural historian.

For additional information on the
awards program or seeking historic
designation of a property, visit
westfieldnj.gov/historicpreservation.

WNC LEGO Club
To Get Underway

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Neighborhood Council (WNC), lo-
cated at 127 Cacciola Place,
Westfield, has announced its LEGO
Club Kickoff Event on Sunday,
June 24, between 1 and 3 p.m.

Kids ages 7 to 12 are invited to
the official launch of the WNC
LEGO Club, where they will have
an opportunity to work with fellow
LEGO fans in building LEGO cre-
ations. For its initial event, WNC
will host a LEGO Building Com-
petition.

Membership is $10. Beginning
in September, regular meetings will
be held on the third Saturday of the
month.  To sign up,  visi t
eventbrite.com/e/wnc-lego-club-
tickets-46659863909.

GIRL SCOUT BRONZE...Holy Trinity School’s Girl Scout Troop No. 40713 was
recently awarded the Girl Scout Bronze Award, the highest honor a Junior Girl
Scout can earn. Troop No. 40713 divided into two groups to work on two separate
projects in their school community. One group created a Kid’s Guide to Holy
Trinity School, a resource to make new students feel more welcome and to learn
all about the school from a kid’s perspective. The other group focused on Making
Recess More Fun by replenishing equipment, introducing arts and crafts, and
creating a booklet of new games and playground guidelines. The girls completed
a Junior level Journey, including a take-action project, before exploring and
selecting a Bronze Award community project on which each girl was required to
spend a minimum of 20 hours.

Workshop to Address
Clutter Control

CRANFORD — The Friends of the
Cranford Public Library will present a
workshop entitled “Conquer Clutter”
on Tuesday, June 26, at 7:30 p.m., at
the Cranford Community Center.

Professional organizer Linda
Anders, proprietor of COC Enter-
prises LLC and a member of the Na-
tional Association of Professional
Organizers, will talk about how to
deal with clutter around the home.

Her program is designed to help
individuals eliminate “paper piles”
and find unused space. No registra-
tion is required for this free program.
The Cranford Community Center is
located at 220 Walnut Avenue and is
accessible to all. For more informa-
tion about the Friends of the Cranford
Public Library, go to
cranfordlibrary.org and click on
Friends of the Library.

Teen Clubs Available
At Township Library
SCOTCH PLAINS — Teens in

grades 5 to 12 are invited to the
Coding Club at the Scotch Plains
Public Library on Wednesday, June
13, at 6 p.m.

The library will provide Microsoft
Surface tablets and iPads, along with
suggestions for websites and pro-
grams that can teach useful coding
skills. No registration is required but
space is limited and tablets will be
distributed on a first-come, first-
served basis.

Additionally, the library’s after-
school club is held every Monday and
Wednesday through June 20, from
3:30 to 4:30 p.m., in the downstairs
meeting room. Students in grades 5
through 8 are invited to relax, social-
ize, complete homework, play games,
have snacks and explore maker ac-
tivities with friends.

For more information, visit
scotlib.org, e-mail
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the library Reference Desk.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.
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MEMORIAL DAY AT THE PARK...A group of Westfield residents gathers at the Tamaques Park Barbecue Pavilion area
on the afternoon of Memorial Day. Many participated in the morning parade in downtown Westfield. It was a great time for
families, friends and neighbors to commemorate, reflect, reconnect and relax. The weather turned out to be perfect for all
the day’s activities.

Blood Drive Is Set
Sunday In Union

AREA — New Jersey Blood Ser-
vices, a division of New York Blood
Center, has announced that a blood
drive will take place this Sunday,
June 10, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. It will
be held at St. Michael’s Church, lo-
cated at 1616 Kelly Street, Union.

The first 50 donors will receive a
free Union Theater movie pass. For
more information or to make an ap-
pointment, call (800) 933-BLOOD or
visit tinyurl.com/UnionBloodDrives.
Walk-ins will be welcome.

Shakespeare Production
To Be Staged In Cranford

CRANFORD — The Hudson
Shakespeare Company will come
to Cranford for a performance of
William Shakespeare’s All’s Well
That Ends Well, directed by Jon
Ciccarelli, on Monday, July 30. A
court romance set in 18th-century
France and Italy, the play features
comic subplots, swordplay, seduc-
tion and (perhaps) unrequited love.
The production, which is sponsored
by the Friends of the Cranford Pub-
lic Library, will be performed in
the Cranford Community Center.

The Hudson Shakespeare Com-
pany has presented more than 100
productions since 1992, including
an annual Shakespeare festival,
modern theater and educational

programs. The company is known
for producing many lesser-known
and lesser-performed works, “in
order to expose audiences to all
facets of Elizabethan and Jacobean
drama.” One of Shakespeare’s
“problem plays” (works not easily
categorized as comedies or trag-
edies), All’s Well That Ends Well
draws parallels between love and
war.

No registration is required for
this free program. The Cranford
Community Center is located at
220 Walnut Avenue and is acces-
sible to all. For more information
about the Friends of the Cranford
Public Library,  visi t
cranfordlibrary.org.


