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Cat Owners; So A Politician Can
Make A Name For Himself

Why I Am Voting for Ileen Cuccaro
In The Garwood November Election
While redevelopment is currently

underway for the town of Garwood,
we need leadership to ensure that our
town is led into making the right
decisions. This is why I am voting for
Ileen Cuccaro for Mayor this No-
vember. Ileen has been a resident
over 50 years and is someone who
can think outside of the box and has
always made it a point to take into
consideration the needs of all of the
residents of Garwood. I have always
known Ileen to be a stand up, honest
person and key contributor to our
community. Like so many successful
businesswomen, Ileen has always
balanced the demands of being a de-
voted mother with her full-time ca-
reer.

She is fully committed to Garwood
and shows this through her commit-
ment to continually invest in Garwood
as a long-time homeowner, taxpayer,
and real-estate agent (One in Garwood
by the way) to help ensure this town
continues to thrive economically.

In my opinion, Ileen has proven
what it takes to be a successful leader
and has the insight to get the job done.
She fully understands the infrastruc-
ture of this town and, in her short
tenure on the council, has been the
driving force to push the needle to
help get the taxpayers of this town
some relief for the first time in 17
years.

Ileen spearheaded the movement
to reach across party lines and look
for options to achieve a freeze on our
real estate taxes and should be com-
mended for her leadership. It should
be noted that this was one of the
major items on her running platform
when she rang my bell a couple of
years ago that made me vote for her
for a council seat. Today, I am pleased
to see that she delivered on this prom-
ise once being elected into office.
Finally, some change you can believe
in with Ileen’s leadership!

Ileen faces the tough questions head
on, she does not cower away or de-
flect to appease those in the moment
with undelivered promises just to
make us happy to hear what she has to
say. Anyone can talk the talk, what we
need is someone with strong leader-
ship skills and a clear platform to
serve as our mayor, not someone who

is going to dodge the tough issues and
just propose to distribute more mail-
ers which really serve us no purpose
besides wasting more paper.

Ileen Cuccaro is my top choice for
Mayor of Garwood as she is someone
who works with her fellow council
members, does not attack them pub-
licly, but rather tries to work closely
with them to seek out solutions to the
difficult issues we face as a commu-
nity.

With redevelopment plans moving
forward, I fully believe that Ileen
Cuccaro is the ideal candidate that
Garwood needs for mayor now as we
enter into a new phase of Garwood’s
history yet to be written. While Ileen
supports redevelopment, as so many
of us residents also do, she does not
support overdevelopment. Ileen is the
leader we need at this time to help
take a closer look at what will be
proposed for our town going forward
to ensure that the downstream ramifi-
cations are taken into consideration
early on and upfront. Ileen is some-
one who fully understands that that
the infrastructure of a one-square mile
town such as Garwood would not be
able to handle the demands of such
overdevelopment that is currently
being imposed on our town and so
many of our neighboring municipali-
ties.

Ileen is the ideal candidate for
mayor as she possesses strong leader-
ship skills and has always maintained
a high level of integrity and transpar-
ency regarding her platform with the
residents of Garwood. I would also
like to remind voters that Ileen has
made it clear for years that should
would like to hear from the residents
and that she always felt our concerns
should be taken into consideration.

Therefore, this November I ask to
you join me and support Ileen Cuccaro
for Mayor of Garwood. Ileen is some-
one who takes the time to listen to her
fellow residents and takes into con-
sideration the financial impact that
the decisions of our local government
could ultimately have on the taxpay-
ers, retirees, and all those living on a
fixed income who reside in Garwood.

Kathleen (Kat) Patterson
Garwood

Here we go again with politicians
deciding what’s best for taxpaying
citizens by getting their names put on
a stupid bill that leaves cat owners
questioning why go through the hassle
of owning a pet or adopting an aban-
doned cat from a shelter if the state is
going to keep on regulating every
action of the pet owner. Next are they
going to regulate the type of food cats
can eat or mandate annual checkups
with added forms to be filed by vet-
erinarians? I can’t believe that the
sponsors of this bill even polled state
veterinarians.

I have owned 11 cats in my life-
time... some were declawed and some
weren’t. When I lived in an area where
it was safe for the cats to go outside
without a leash (Yes, you can walk
cats on leashes) they retained their
claws for protection. But those that
were kept indoors and leashed were
declawed. I had the cats declawed
because I noticed that the indoor cats
with claws would draw blood when

fighting among themselves, scratch
their owners (I still have a scar) and
yes, damage furniture/carpets and
drapes.

I can imagine lonely retirees hav-
ing to worry if their cat scratches a
fellow resident/neighbor in a retire-
ment home or community that allows
pets and then being told to dispose of
the beloved pet. Cats need homes and
not restrictions that prevent or hinder
adoption. I would rather see a bill that
deals with reducing the number of
cats by spaying or neutering( as Bob
Barker always used to say at the end
of each show) during the first few
months of their lives. That would be
a “Neccesity Bill”and not a “Conve-
nience Bill” so a politician can make
a name for himself. Thus, passing this
bill we should all get ready for the
state to fund cat euthanasia on a mas-
sive scale at taxpayers’ expense.

Bob Fox
Scotch Plains

Our American Flag,
The Grand Old Flag

I’m going to take you on a histori-
cal journey back to the birth of our
beloved stars and stripes. First I must
dispel a myth. Betsey Ross did not
sew the first American flag. The first
American flag was designed by
George Washington in 1776 to mark
the start of the Continental Army. The
flag consisted of a Union Jack in the
upper left hand corner; the rest of the
field was filled with 13 alternating
stripes of red and white. It was known
as the Continental Colors. One year
later, the Continental Congress passed
a flag resolution that was just one
sentence long. “The flag should have
13 stripes, alternating red and white
and 13 white stars in a field of blue.”
It never stated though how the stars
should be arranged. Over the years,
the stars and stripes had many looks
and finally morphed into the flag we
see today.

Here are some other interesting
facts about our cherished stars and
stripes.

The American flag is the first flag
to represent the people.

It’s the only flag to have a national
anthem written for it.

Why the colors red, white and blue?
The truth may never be known but the
prevailing theory is of two fold. First,
the colors were taken directly from
the Union Jack. Second is that the
blue stood for courage, the white for
purity of the event and the red for the
sacrifice of the many.

The familiar sight of American flags
flying from front yards across our
great nation wasn’t always so. The
flag waving exuberance that you see
when we celebrate national holidays
such as Memorial Day, Flag Day, July
4th, etc., never existed. That all

changed on April 12, 1861, when the
Confederate Army bombed Fort
Sumter and tore the country apart.
The people in the north, to show
support for their troops displayed the
American flag in front of their homes.

I wrote the following as a tribute to
our stars and stripes.

Old glory, old glory flying high,
your field of blue with 50 stars of
white tells in part what we are like.

Each star has its own light, but in a
field of blue they all unite.

The crimson and white of 13 stripes
is in honor of the pain and strife of the
13 colonies to unite.

That Fort Sumter’s night our star
spangled banner stood high and bright
to dawns early light, so did Sir Frances
Scott Key write.

Today our flag, our national sym-
bol is 50 stars strong. It embodies the
free spirit of our nation. Our stars and
stripes embody our free spirit. It rec-
ognizes honor to those who died so
she may fly.

I’m sorry but I have to say this point
blank. Why aren’t you flying our flag
in front of your home, on a pole or a
flag just stuck in your front lawn? I
drive my block and through my town
and rarely do I see a flag to be found.
I know in this free democracy we
have freedom of expression, so yes
you don’t have to fly the American
flag, but could you tell me why.

Please, this Flag Day, honor our
national symbol. Embrace its rich and
glorious past and to ensure its future,
be a part of America that displays the
embodiment of a land that is free, a
land of opportunity for all.

Flag Day is June 14.
Walter Sosnosky

Kenilworth
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For life
insurance,
call a good
neighbor.

P092014.1

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI), 
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI),

Bloomington, IL

Call me and I’ll help you 
choose the right life insurance 
for you and your family.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

christine@christinecosenza.net

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Kristin N. Badalamenti, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq.,

Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey, 07016
(908) 272-0200

www.dughihewit.com

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support
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Tamaques Wiffle Ball Charity Event
Sees 300 Participate

Thank You to All For Support
Of Furniture Assist Linen Drive

On behalf of the organizers of the
Sister Pat’s Kids Camp Charity Wiffle
Ball Tournament (Michael Birle,
Bryce Dannevig, Andrew Caminiti,
James Birle, Jack Cushing, Patrick
Reynders, and Kelly Cushing), we
would like to thank everyone for an-
other successful tournament. In fact,
almost $17,000 was raised for Sr.
Pat’s.

By way of background, Sister Pat’s
Kids Camp is a week-long camp in
upstate New York for underprivileged
children with cancer (of any religious
background) chosen by the staff of
Columbia Presbyterian. Over seven
years ago, we heard that the camp was
in danger of closing because it was
low on funds. In response, the Wiffle
Ball Tournament was started to raise
money for the camp. Over the last
seven years, the Wiffle Ball Tourna-
ment has raised over $75,000. All
proceeds from the tournament go di-
rectly to Sister Pat’s Kids Camp. The
proceeds from this year’s Wiffle Ball
Tournament will allow at least 37
children to attend camp and enjoy a
week of fun activities, forgetting their
other challenges,

The 8th annual event was held on
Friday, May 25, at Tamaques Park in
Westfield. Approximately 300 play-
ers participated and more than 100
spectators gathered for a fantastic
cause. Throughout the event, over 50
volunteers umpired the games and
helped sell pizza (courtesy of Casa di
Pizza), subs and chicken fingers (with
thanks to Hershey’s), snacks, drinks
and tournament t-shirts.

The event kicked off at 3:15 p.m.,
with the playing of the National An-
them, and then the games for high
school and intermediate players be-
gan, followed by the elementary
games.

This year, the winners of the high-
school bracket were the “Seis
Hombres,” the intermediate-school
champions were the “Thunder,” and
the winners of the elementary-school
bracket were the “Orange Kittens of
Destruction.”

This summer, Michael Birle, and
Andrew Caminiti will be counselors
at Sr. Pat’s Kids Camp. They will
engage in many activities with the
children who are receiving the ben-
efit of the money the tournament
raises.

The tournament’s Platinum spon-
sors were: Adler’s Jewelers, Brennan
Family, Loder Family, Sullivan Fam-
ily, Mitts for Mutts, Bergin Family,
Birle Family, Caminiti Family, Casa
di Pizza, Colicchio Construction,
Cushing Family, Dannevig Family,
Reynders Family, D-Bat, Hershey’s,
Jeni-Fit Studios, Maliakal Family,
Martin Jewelers, Mears and
McCullough, CPAs, Pantano Family
Foundation, Loews Hotels, Westfield
Baseball League, George Kunath,
Guarnuccio Family, and Vaszily Fam-
ily.

Thank you for all those who par-
ticipated, donated, volunteered and
supported the tournament. Sister Pat,
in whose memory the camp was
founded, would be ecstatic with the
success of the Wiffle Ball Tourna-
ment. We look forward to next year’s
event, and we hope to see you there!

James Birle
Tournament organizers

The community and local busi-
nesses came together to have a hugely
successful linen drive to benefit a
local charity, Furniture Assist. Due to
their generosity, Furniture Assist will
have enough linens to supply many
families in need. This was the largest
linen drive in Furniture Assist’s his-
tory.

We would like to thank Ron Bansky
and Allstate Insurance at 502 East
Broad Street, Donna Perch and
Coldwell Banker at 209 Central Av-
enue and Rory Chadwick and Mid-
town Authentic at 129 East Broad
Street for being drop-off locations for
the Furniture Assist Linen Drive. We
would like to thank Sarah Murphy
and Grassi Associates Inc./Keeco for

the new linens.
Furniture Assist is a local charity

that takes donations from those that
have and distributes free of charge to
about 25 needy families a week. Do-
nations can be brought to Furniture
Assist each Sunday from noon to 2:30
p.m. at 24 Commerce Street, Spring-
field, N.J., http://
www.furnitureassist.com/.

Amy Flax and Emily Root
Westfield
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Lance Statement on 3.8
Percent Unemployment

WESTFIELD — Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield) is-
sued the following statement respond-
ing to the May jobs report:

“Today’s economic report is
good news for the United States,
job seekers and the federal coffers.
Wages have increased and unem-
ployment rates are the lowest in
decades. All this success could be
undermined by the imposition of
new tariffs on aluminum and steel
imports. I urge the Trump Admin-
istration to reconsider its decision
in light of today’s excellent em-
ployment report. Let’s keep the
economy going strong.”

The Labor Department reported
Friday that unemployment fell to 3.8
percent in May – matching its lowest
point in half a century. Since 1969,
the only other time unemployment
has been this low was in April 2000.

The economy added 223,000 jobs.
The job gains were broad. In April,
the economy added 159,000 jobs af-
ter revisions. Over the past year, the
economy has added an average
191,000 jobs a month.

Wages grew 2.7 percent in May
compared with a year earlier. Unem-
ployment has fallen steadily since the
Great Recession. It peaked at 10 per-
cent in 2009.


