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 –  
totally free checking and mobile banking, home mortgages and 
home equity loans, investment and retirement planning, commercial 
loans and professional lines of credit and so much more. 

• Full service personal banking 
• Financial solutions for businesses

• 

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Murphy Tells Cabinet to
Prepare for State Shutdown

Governor Phil Murphy sent a letter
to his cabinet members last Friday,
telling them to begin preparations for a
state government shutdown June 30 if
the State Legislature can not pass a
balanced budget by the July 1 deadline.

Nj.com reported that the action came
after state Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) said he
would be willing to shut down the gov-
ernment to force changes he wants to see
in the state’s school-funding system.

The letter also asks cabinet mem-
bers to prepare a contingency report
on how their departments would
handle the shutdown, and submit it to
the Governor by Monday, June 11.
Gov. Murphy and Mr. Sweeney dis-
agree on how to raise revenue in the
budget. Gov. Murphy wants to raise
income taxes on the richest state resi-
dents, while Sen. Sweeney wants to
raise taxes on corporations.

Bramnick: GOP  Won’t
Support Any Tax Hikes

With 30 days to finalize a state
budget for the fiscal year that begins
July 1, Assembly Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick, the Republican leader
in the chamber, says state tax in-
creases are unacceptable.

“Let me be clear. Assembly Repub-
licans will not support any tax in-
creases,” Mr. Bramnick said. “If we

don’t stop raising taxes and start work-
ing toward lowering them we will
continue to drive people and jobs
from the state.”

Mr. Bramnick said he is ready to sit
down with Governor Phil Murphy
and the Democrats to take immediate
action to balance the budget.
Scutari Seeks to Combine Med.,
Recreational  Marijuana Bills
Nj.com has reported that State

Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Lin-
den) is working on combining the
medical marijuana expansion and rec-
reational marijuana measures “in a
political gamble that risks dooming
their chances of passage.”

Health Committee Chairman state
Senator Joseph Vitale (D-18th,
Woodbridge) has introduced legis-
lation to significantly increase ac-
cess to the medical marijuana pro-
gram by allowing more dispensaries
and cultivation centers to open and
permitting more medical profession-
als to refer their patients, according
to news reports.He also said he is
strongly opposed to consolidating
his bill with one legalizing recre-
ational cannabis for adult use.

“They should absolutely not be
mixing medical marijuana (legisla-
tion) with recreational,” Mr. Vitale
said, according to the nj.com report.
“Let the chips fall where they may on
recreational (cannabis).”

TRIMMING LOOSE BRANCHES...Westfield Department of Public Works
supervisors make sure the first Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
Farmers Market goes smoothly by trimming tree limbs at the north-side train
station lot on Friday. The farmers markets began Saturday at their new location
after previously being held at the south-side train station lot.

Rink, Summer Programs
Discussed by Commission

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — During the pub-
lic portion of Monday’s recreation
commission meeting, Susan Leiber, a
resident whose home on Salter Place
is two doors down from the proposed
temporary ice hockey rink at Gumbert
Park, expressed concerns regarding
the project.

According to Ms. Leiber,
homeowners on Salter Place received
no notice of the Union Sports Arena
proposal. She said the arena’s plan to
install a permanent sidewalk on both
sides of South Chestnut Street would
require the removal of four mature
trees. She also said elected officials’
representations that the rink will not
cost taxpayers anything are inaccu-
rate because the town will no longer
be able to dump snow in the Gumbert
parking lot and instead will have to
incur additional costs by using an-
other location such as the parking lots
at Memorial Pool. Ms. Leiber also
asked commission members to con-
firm or deny the widespread rumor
that the rink will not have to obtain
any of the required variances and will
not need to be approved by the
Westfield Planning Board or to pro-
vide additional information on who
will determine if the temporary rink is
“successful” and what standards will
they use.

In response to her concerns, Recre-
ation Commissioner Chairman Gary
Fox explained that the matter was
now out of the commission’s hands as
it has already been approved by the
town council. Mr. Fox urged Ms.
Leiber and other residents with ques-
tions or concerns to reach out to Mayor
Shelley Brindle and to attend the regu-
larly scheduled town council meet-
ings.

In response to any inquiry regarding
why the proposed ice rink was ap-
proved in less than three months while
the plan to upgrade the fields at
Tamaques Park, which the commission
had been working on for several years,
was postponed by Mayor Brindle,
Councilman Michael Dardia explained
that the scale of the proposed plans for
Tamaques, which included two turf
fields, the construction of a new multi-
purpose building and its costs estimated
to be several million dollars, differenti-
ate it from the proposal to install a
temporary ice rink.

In other business, Councilman
Dardia thanked the members of the
Westfield Baseball League for re-
sponding to concerns regarding over-
flowing trash cans by agreeing to

install a dumpster at Gumbert, and
council members agreed to ask Town
Administrator Jim Gildea to deter-
mine the appropriate response to a
request from residents in the adjoin-
ing apartments that the town install
poles and nets to prevent foul balls.

Commissioner Fox asked Recre-
ation Director Don Bogardus to in-
vestigate complaints, which he has
received from residents regarding
missing mile markers, overgrown
grass and broken water fountains at
Tamques Park.

Mr. Bogardus advised that 474 chil-
dren have already registered for the
summer playground program, a sig-
nificant increase from last year. The
program will run from Wednesday,
June 27, to Wednesday, August 8, and
offers a wide range of activities such
as sports, swims at Memorial Pool,
specialty days and local trips. Mr.
Bogardus reminded the public that
registration is ongoing for more than
a dozen summer camps including
fencing, golf and STEM programs as
well as adult tennis, tai chi and spe-
cial events such as the summer con-
cert series. In addition, discount tick-
ets to local attractions such as Great
Adventure, the Philadelphia Zoo and
Splash Zone Water Park are now avail-
able at the recreation department.

He also reminded all residents that
the playground at Mindowaskin Park
will be closed for renovations this
summer. The renovations include the
installation of new playground equip-
ment and will likely begin in July and
conclude sometime in August. Mr.
Bogardus also updated the public on
the results of the recent field users’
meeting and the new field registra-
tion process and indicated he was
investigating the possible use of a
software program to provide residents
with a calendar of field activities.

Heather Re, the recreation
department’s aquatic supervisor, ad-
vised that the opening weekend for
Memorial Pool was a success despite
the weather, as more than 1,300 mem-
bers and 700 guests enjoyed the pool
facilities. The new lighting detecting
system is in place and 250 children
have signed up for the swim team and
another 428 have signed up for swim
lessons which will begin on Thurs-
day, June 28.

Ms. Re said there is an opening for
a maintenance worker at the pool.
Applicants must be 18 years of age
and can pick up an application at the
recreation department.

The commission’s next meeting is
Monday, July 2.

Planning Board Denies
Subdivision on Lynn Ln.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — John Butler and
Katherine Brown, of 226 Lynn Lane,
were unanimously denied variance
relief at Tuesday’s planning board
meeting to divide their property into
two separate lots. The existing single-
family home would remain with a
new single-family dwelling. The land
ordinance requires a lot depth of 120
feet, while the proposed lot depth was
68 feet.

“Not a well thought out plan for the
community,” said Planning Board
member Darielle Walsh.

Ms. Walsh said “two major con-
cerns” she had with the application
creating a new home facing Spring-
field Avenue “deal with safety con-
cerns.” “Entering or exiting” the
home’s driveway on a curve is “espe-
cially dangerous,” stated Ms. Walsh.

Planning Board member Francis
Smith said the neighborhood has nu-
merous “big lots” or “big setbacks.”
Mr. Smith said the proposed lots set-
back would less than other lots in the
neighborhood, addressing the lot be-
ing “up keeping to the character of the
neighborhood.”

“Now the question before the board
is whether someone can demand mul-
tiple excessive variances on their lot
so they can wedge a second home
where none existed,” said Michael
Rohwetter, who opposed the
application’s approval.

Mr. Rohwetter said his family’s
home will be disadvantaged for “their
(the applicant’s) financial benefit.”

“I grew up on Staten Island and I
saw first hand how perverted zoning
and zoning waivers ruined neighbor-
hoods. That is why when I moved my
family to New Jersey we focused on
towns that had homes that were well
though out and designed,” Mr.
Rohwetter said.

The proposed home would be “very
detrimental” from a “visual and noise
perspective,” Mr. Rohwetter said.

Neighbor Tara Rohwetter said the
new home would create a risk for
children who may be dropped off on a
bus or who will eventually play on the
front lawn. Ms. Rohwetter said a child’s
nature is “to chase a ball into the
street” when playing catch and the
proposed home would not be situated
on a “safe part” of Springfield Avenue.

The applicant’s attorney, Jim Foerst,
said the applicant would not need a
variance if the lot were not irregularly
shaped as all other aspects of the
application comply with town’s land
ordinance code. The applicant’s pro-

fessional planner and engineer, James
Watson, said the applicant is seeking
to create two lots which are more
fitting with the zone where a lot’s
minimum square footage is 12,000
square feet.

The existing lot is over 30,000
square feet, stated Mr. Watson. The
proposed lot would be less than
20,000 square feet, leaving the exist-
ing lot at just above 20,000 square
feet, stated Mr. Watson.

Objector and neighbor Joseph
Triarsi, said several adjacent homes
to the proposed lot are over 30,000
square feet. Mr. Triarsi said the new
lot and existing lot would not be in
keeping to the neighborhood’s char-
acter or aesthetics.

Mr. Triarsi said the applicant is
seeking a variance not because of a
“hardship which is unavoidable,” but
a “self-induced” hardship. Mr. Triarsi
said the applicant is seeking a subdi-
vision to create two irregularly-shaped
lots, not to alleviate an existing cir-
cumstance.

Objector and neighbor Rafael
Betancourt said he believed the ap-
plicant was “buttressing his
application’s chances for county ap-
proval” by obtaining Westfield Plan-
ning Board approval first.

Mr. Betancourt said the board
would have to approve an application
without knowing if the county would
approve the subdivision.

Springfield Avenue is a county road,
so county approval in addition to the
Westfield Planning Board’s approval
would be necessary, Mr. Foerst re-
sponded.

Mr. Betancourt said “he would
like to know” if the planner consid-
ered the new lot’s relation to emer-
gency vehicle parking or access such
as fire trucks, if the proposed drive-
way would create risks for on-com-
ing traffic, and how garbage and
recycling trucks would service the
home.

“There is no shoulder for parking
on Springfield Avenue,” said Mr.
Betancourt, referring to the implied
traffic risks visitors to the home or
occupants would pose to traffic on
Springfield Avenue.

Mr. Watson said the proposed drive-
way on Springfield Avenue was re-
ported to the Westfield Police De-
partment and Westfield Fire Depart-
ment with no negative comments or
traffic risks reported. Mr. Watson said
“he would assume” if there was an
inherent “safety risks” either depart-
ment would have contacted his office
with “commentary.”


