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adopted, the ordinance will enable
the borough to spend the money from
the grants on the designated improve-
ments, the council said.

The council is to adopt its $6.1-
million 2018 municipal budget at a
special public hearing to be held
Monday, June 25.

In discussing the agenda for the
June 18 regular council meeting, the
2016 audit corrective action plan is to
be approved. Patrolman Daniel Kranz
of the Fanwood Police Department is
to be promoted.

Fanwood Liquors/Suny Desai,
South Avenue Liquors, BEMSK En-
terprises LLC, and Sheelen’s Cross-
ing are to have their licenses renewed
as part of the agenda for the June 18
meeting. BEMSK also is transferring
the license to a prospective buyer of
the license, Mrs. McGovern said.

The property owner of 31 South
Martine Avenue, 31 Martine Investors
LLC, is to be authorized a tax appeal
settlement. It stays the same in 2016 as
it was in 2015, Ms. Dabulas said. “It is
not a big dollar amount,” Mr. Tompkins
said.

After voting last month to set a
newly-established sewer rate, the coun-
cil is looking to amend the fee when it
votes on the resolution at the next
governing body meeting. The council
did not disclose the new amount.

During her Fanwood development
and business update, Director of Eco-
nomic Development Elizabeth Jeffery
said that Building 1 of Station Square
is nearly fully framed. Station Square
is to have 35 town-home-style rentals
with seven affordable units. She said
the owner, Landmark, is expected to
have 18 units ready to rent in the fourth
quarter of 2018.

“The rentals, they are beautiful. They
are investing a lot of money in these
apartments,” Mayor Mahr said.

Benches and planters are to be de-
livered Friday for the extension of the
public walkway behind the Martine
Avenue stores.

Ladies Night Out will take place
tonight, Thursday, from 6 to 9 p.m., in
downtown Fanwood. “Music, fun and
food,” along with 21 vendors, will be
on tap at the night out, said Ms. Jeffery.
A tent will be located in the middle of
the plaza between Railside Café and
Monks Home Improvement on South
Avenue across from the train station.
Some of the businesses have contrib-
uted to the cost of the tent, which is
rented for the event, Mayor Mahr said.
Two hundred and fifty residents have
signed up for the event, Mayor Mahr
said. “That is awesome,” she stated.

Saturday Mornings in the Plaza will
continue to happen from 10 a.m. to
noon on Saturdays in the plaza area
between Fanwood Crossing I and Fan-
wood Crossing II, Ms. Jeffery said.

Lightbridge Academy will hold a
grand opening at the academy, located
at 15 South Avenue, on Saturday, June
16, at 10 a.m.

The next Biz Roundtable meeting
for local businesses to meet with Ms.
Jeffery will be held at 9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, June 13, at the Railside
Café.

In his engineering update, Borough
Engineer Antonios Panagopoulos said
the borough’s project to add sidewalks
to Madison Avenue is on hold until it
receives approval from the New Jer-
sey Department of Transportation
(NJDOT) to go out to bid for the
improvements to Madison Avenue.

“Our window is closing to do it,”
Mayor Mahr said. The council wants
to have the project completed before
school starts in September.

Resident Michael Lewis requested
the council consider supporting As-
sembly Bill 1648, which “establishes
additional factors for municipal ad-
justment used in calculating fair share
affordable housing obligations; pro-
vides population-based cap for these
obligations,” according to the synop-
sis of the bill. Mayor Mahr said the
council should read the legislation and
consider it.
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Russo Details Petro/Casale
Demolition, Cleanup of Site

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Russo Develop-
ment held a town-hall meeting last
Wednesday evening at Lincoln
School to address any resident con-
cerns regarding public safety dur-
ing the Petro/Casale building demo-
lition on South Avenue and subse-
quent cleanup.

Russo Development attorney
Christopher Minks stated “para-
mount” to the cleanup process is
“human safety.” Mr. Minks said resi-
dents should be informed the
cleanup “has not begun,” commenc-
ing once the school year ends.

All demolition processes will fol-
low guidelines set by the federal
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) and state law, stated Mr.
Minks. The meeting was held to
ease residents concerns surround-
ing “baseless claims and fear mon-
gering,” not because of actual im-
pending hazards, stated Mr. Minks.
He said rumors had begun to de-
velop, suggesting residents will be
exposed to “(airborne) cancer-clus-
ter smog,” stated Mr. Minks.

“(Russo Development) will have
licensed and certificated profession-
als who will be at the site daily,” Mr.
Minks said.

The professionals hired have “un-
tainted and unblemished records in
doing this work,” Mr. Minks said.

Resident Sal Piarulli, a member
of the Garwood Board of Educa-
tion, said Russo should make sure it
is “doing better” than EPA stan-
dards.

“The EPA said the World Trade
Center (site) was clean,” said Mr.
Piarulli, describing air quality after
the September 11th tragedy.

Mr. Minks said Russo Develop-
ment requires that its subcontrac-
tors and employees observe stan-

dards exceeding federal law and
state law requirements. He said the
New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (NJDEP) has
stricter cleanup guidelines than the
EPA, thus benefiting New Jersey
residents.

“Let’s get this thing going,” said
resident Pat DiFabio.

Mr. DiFabio said he lived across
from the ALCOA aluminum plant
as a child and worked there as a
teenager. ALCOA aluminum owned
the property before it was sold to
Petro/Casale.

“I will be 90. I ain’t dead yet,”
said Mr. DiFabio.

EcolSciences Vice-President Pe-
ter Hansen said he will oversee the
Petro/Casale property soil cleanup.
Mr. Hansen said guidelines are fol-
lowed to assure soil contamination
is confined to the property. Mr.
Hansen said contaminated soil is
removed the same day it is exca-
vated. He said all contaminated soil
will be transported in a contained
process via barrels or utilizing tarp.

Environmental Health Investiga-
tions, Inc. President William S.
Kerbel said he will be responsible
for overseeing the demolition pro-
cess regarding the plant’s physical
structure. He said the hazardous pol-
lutants in the material were approved
for construction purposes many
years ago when the Petro/Casale
plant was constructed. Years of
medical research has shown the
materials used when “pulverized
could release cancer-causing con-
taminants through dust (asbestos),”
Mr. Kerbel stated.

Mr. Kerbel said the air will be
monitored for dust particulates. He
said if dust particulates exceed spe-
cific guideline levels, the demoli-
tion must cease for a given period
of time.

The dust particulates are tracked
via advanced technology in real
time, stated Mr. Kerbel. During
demolition, water will be sprayed
as per procedure at the site to sup-
press the dust originating from the
site.

 Russo Development’s Demoli-
tion Project Manager, Roman
Gorfinkel, said he will oversee the
demolition on a daily basis, making
sure all rules are followed. Mr.
Gorfinkel said all hazardous mate-
rial hauling loads will arrive at pre-
determined dumping sites that deal
specifically with such materials.

Borough Clerk and resident Chris-
tina Ariemma said she works across
the street from the demolition site
and has “full faith” Russo Develop-
ment will foster a safe demolition
environment protecting residents
including herself.

Mr. Minks said the demolition
process including important dates,
activity and any possible demoli-
tion shutdowns, including environ-
mental setbacks or hazards, will be
updated on the borough website.

Mr. Minks said any residents who
still have concerns can reach out to
Russo Development.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DANCE BREAK…At the annual Greek Fest last weekend in Westfield, hundreds
of attendees watch children and adults in traditional folk costumes. The crowd was
invited to dance with the choreographed dance movements at one point on
Saturday evening.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PARTY IN THE PLAZA...Ladies Night Out will be held tonight in downtown
Fanwood from 6 to 9 p.m. A tent will be in the middle of the plaza between Railside
Café and Monk’s Home Improvement on South Avenue across from the train
station. Also, Saturday Mornings in the Plaza will continue to happen from 10 a.m.
to noon on Saturdays in the plaza area between Fanwood Crossing I and Fanwood
Crossing II.
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Westfield Teacher
supposed to be an intensive research
project or paper. Mr. Silbergeld also
reportedly visited A.M.’s home dur-
ing the day on one occasion, and she
visited him at his parents’ home in
Westfield, where she said they en-
gaged in intimate touching.

A.M. said that it was the arrest of
Harvey Weinstein that prompted her
to come forward.

Ms. Kaidariades told The Times
that Mr. Silbergeld regularly gave
her and other girls shoulder mas-
sages in class. Additionally, she dis-
cussed an incident when they were
alone in the teachers’ lounge where
he kissed her on the cheek, and that
she felt uncomfortable. She added
that while she no longer has the e-
mail, she recalls sending him a ques-
tion regarding her senior project and
that at the end of Mr. Silbergeld’s
response he told her how pretty she
looked in class that day. Ms.
Kaidariades also said that she e-
mailed the superintendent of Tellu-
ride schools but did not receive a
response.

Westfield School Superintendent
Margaret Dolan issued the follow-
ing statement to The Times: “The
superintendent of a school district in
another state contacted me on May
29, 2018 regarding a statement made
by a 2004 graduate of Westfield High
School relating to a former WHS
teacher who left the Westfield Pub-
lic School District in 2013. We have
cooperated with the other school dis-
trict.

“The well-being of our students is
of paramount importance. We ex-
pect staff members to adhere to the
district’s Code of Ethics, as well as
all applicable New Jersey statutes
and regulations, and we encourage
our students and staff to reach out to
a person with whom they feel com-
fortable, whether it is a parent, a
guidance counselor, a building ad-
ministrator or a staff member, if they
have a concern.”

The Westfield Code of Ethics says,
in part, that teachers “shall not use
professional relationships with stu-
dents for private advantage.” The code
was approved on December 3, 2002
and reviewed on March 9, 2015.

In April, Governor Phil Murphy
signed into law the “Pass the Trash”
bill, which requires schools to ask
about any sexual allegations regard-
ing teachers when they move from
one district to another and also re-
quires administrators to tell receiving
districts about any allegations and
grants them immunity from civil li-
ability. The law also prevents schools
from entering into any severance
agreement which would destroy the
evidence or expunge the teacher’s
record after their departure from the
district.

Former Assistant Union County
Prosecutor Scott Kraus told The Times
that there is a five-year statute of
limitations on sexual assault cases in
New Jersey, but there is also a five-
year statute of limitations that begins
on the victim’s 18th birthday for those
who are assaulted when they are mi-
nors. Mr. Kraus said that it is possible
to push the statute longer given that
some women might not have realized
a crime had occurred. He said that
when a significant amount of time has
passed between an incident and the
current date, it is more challenging
for prosecutors to bring charges. Mr.
Kraus added that in these types of
cases victims may have an easier time
in a civil proceeding where a “pre-
ponderance of evidence” is required,
versus the “beyond a reasonable
doubt” requirement of a criminal pro-
ceeding.

There is a two-year statute of limi-
tations on civil matters, but that time
frame can begin from the time that a
person discovers that the incident was
damaging, according to Westfield at-
torney Brian Schiller.

Attorney Daniel Zemke of Tellu-
ride, who is representing Mr.
Silbergeld and Ms. Pignoli, told The

Times his clients have “no comment.”
A phone call to the Telluride school

system was not returned as of press
time.

***
Editor’s Note: Due to the nature of

the allegations and the age of the
women at the time of the incidents,
they are not being identified by name.

noted that the township would not
be able to issue a certificate-of-
occupancy to Primrose School until
the mitigation plan had been re-
solved.

Ted Schiller, one of the partners
in 1805 Front Street LLC, said at
last week’s hearing that his group
would not proceed with construc-
tion without first having a suitable
mitigation plan in place.

The board then voted 8 to 0 to
approve the application conditioned
on a mitigation plan being submit-
ted, something that will be handled
mainly by Mr. Ferriero and Mr.
Quinn. Several board members
praised the planned facility, with
Deputy Mayor Llewellyn Jones say-
ing he will “cross my fingers” and
hope the issue can be solved. Mayor
Alexander Smith, who saw the
planned center as benefiting in the
long run from downtown redevelop-
ment efforts, said the municipal gov-
ernment will do “whatever we can”
to assist with the mitigation plan.
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majority of the votes. Mr. Malinowski
gained 68 percent of Democrats’ votes
while Mr. Lance won 74 percent of
Republicans’. In the race for U.S.
Senate, Mr. Menendez took 62 per-
cent of Democrats’ votes while Mr.
Hugin garnered 75 percent of Repub-
licans’. The 7th District includes
Westfield, Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside and part of Scotch
Plains.

In the 12th Congressional District,
Congresswoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman, a Democrat, and Republi-
can Daryl Kipnis were unopposed
Tuesday in their respective Primaries
and will face each other in Novem-
ber. The district includes most of
Scotch Plains and all of Fanwood.

At the county level, Union County
Freeholder Al Mirabella of Fanwood,
20,192 votes; Andrea F. Staten of
Roselle, 19,924 votes; and Kimberly
Mouded of Westfield, 19,661 votes,
won easily in the Democratic Pri-
mary over Alex Lospinoso, 6,136
votes; Patrick Gargano, 6,109 votes,
and Kaiby Sandoval, 6,100 votes, all
Linden residents. They will face
former Garwood mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi of Clark, Garwood Coun-
cilman Joseph R. Sarno and Peter G.
Kane of Summit in November. The
GOP slate was unopposed in their
Primary.
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Mayor Addresses Lawsuit
Regarding Police Officers

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mountainside
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli read a state-
ment at Tuesday’s borough council
meeting regarding a lawsuit that was
recently filed by five Mountainside
police officers and a dispatcher against
the police department alleging a hostile
work environment created by the ac-
tions of Officers Andrew Huber and
Thomas Murphy and Police Chief Allan
Attanasio.

The mayor began by stating that the
recent allegations of police misconduct
do not reflect the community’s values
and assured the public that the council
is evaluating all the issues that have
come to light and has hired an indepen-
dent attorney, William Maderer, a
former assistant United States attorney,

to conduct an investigation of any alle-
gations. The mayor said the borough is
cooperating with the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. In addition, the
borough has retained Christine A.
Amalfe, an attorney with the law firm of
Gibbons LLC, to defend the borough in
the lawsuit. Ms. Amalfe is chairwoman
of the firm’s Employment and Labor
Law Department.

According to the mayor, the officers
named in the lawsuit have been sus-
pended and Lieutenant Joseph
Giannuzzi has been put in charge of the
department. In addition, in order to
restore public trust in the police depart-
ment, the borough has retained Joseph
J. Santiago, who has a track record of
reorganizing police departments. Mr.
Santiago’s website states that he served
as the director/superintendent of the
Essex County Department of Public
Safety, the Newark Police Department,
the New Jersey State Police, the Tren-
ton Police Department and the Irvington
Police Department.

Mayor Mirabelli reminded residents
that all employees of the borough de-
serve to work in a positive and produc-
tive environment and any behavior that
falls outside of the code of conduct will
not be tolerated. He concluded by not-
ing that because of the pending litiga-
tion there are limitations on the amount
of information that can be shared with
the public but stated that the council
was fully committed to keeping resi-
dents informed of all developments
relating to the lawsuit as the law per-
mits.

In other business, a representative
from Jersey City Power and Light
(JCPL) made a presentation on planned
infrastructure improvements, including
new loops and ties at the Springfield
power substation, which are intended
to minimize the impact of power out-
ages. Several council members com-
mended JCPL for the accuracy of its
predictions regarding power restora-
tion and for its regularly scheduled
conference calls which updated the
community regarding the storm re-
sponse and power restoration efforts.
The council voted to authorize the ap-
pointment of Brian Garcia, Michael
Perrotta and Richard Leonardis as vol-
unteer firefighters. Also, Councilwoman
Deanna Andrea thanked all of the resi-
dents who participated in the Memorial
Day ceremonies and parade.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROCKING GARWOOD...Stilt walkers and jugglers entertain the crowds along
Center Street during Sunday’s fifth annual Garwood Rocks street fair.
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Joseph Sarno Resigns from Council,
Moving to Scotch Plains

Dear Ms. Christina Ariemma, Hon-
orable Mayor Lombardo, and mem-
bers of council, please accept this
letter as my formal resignation from
my position as Councilman effective
immediately, as my wife and I will be
moving to Scotch Plains to move into
our new home and begin our next
journey. This announcement comes
with a heavy heart as I have sincerely
enjoyed my time on council serving
the people of Garwood.

Being a Garwood Councilman has
been one of the most rewarding expe-
riences in my life. Despite our differ-
ences, I will miss being on the dais
discussing various issues and work-
ing with each of you for the better-
ment of this great borough. I am deeply

appreciative of the numerous oppor-
tunities being Councilman provided
me and the skills it helped me build in
being a better professional at home
and at work. I feel better prepared in
taking on different challenges every
day and I can thank being an elected
Councilman for that. I look forward
to reconnecting in the future and am
available as a resource to each of you.

I wish the Borough of Garwood
good luck and fortune as it disem-
barks on a new journey and I only
wish this borough and its people the
very best as it moves forward. Thank
you and God Bless.

Joe Sarno
Garwood


