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A TRIBUTE TO PATROLMAN
HAND...The Cranford Police Depart-
ment is paying tribute to a fallen officer,
Patrolman Robert F. Hand, with its new
vehicle design, which also incorporates
a gold police seal that was previously
used on township police cars from the
1960s through 1991. Patrolman  Hand,
who died in the line of duty on February
11, 1975, is being remembered by a
badge memorial decal affixed on the
rear tailgate of each police car.

New Vehicle Design In
Tribute to Patrolman Hand
CRANFORD — The Cranford Po-

lice Department is paying tribute
to fallen officer, Patrolman Rob-
ert F. Hand, with its new vehicle
design, which also incorporates
a gold police seal that was previ-
ously used on township police
cars from the 1960s through
1991.

According to Police Chief Ryan
Greco, “We wanted to integrate
modern and classic aspects of
law enforcement into the new
design.” Today, the Cranford
Police Department fleet, which
consists primarily of Ford Police
Interceptor Utilities, incorporates
the traditional black and white
police vehicle paint scheme with
bold gold lettering.

In addition, Patrolman Hand,
who died in the line of duty on
February 11, 1975, is being re-
membered by a badge memorial
decal affixed on the rear tailgate
of each police car.

The design is being imple-
mented on older vehicles as well
as new cars being rotated into
service.

Captain Joseph Van Bergen was
primarily responsible for the new
design and has been instrumen-
tal in the upfitting of Cranford’s
police vehicles since the 1990s.
“I wanted to keep the design
clean and simple, while incorpo-
rating symbols of the
department’s traditions,” stated
Captain Van Bergen.

For those desiring a closer look
at the new design, the Cranford
Police Department plans on hav-
ing a vehicle on display for this
year’s National Night Out sched-
uled for Tuesday, August 7.

CRANFORD — Last fall, Bobbi
and Craig Anderson were among
several hundred guests at the
Foster the Dream Gala fundraiser
for Court Appointed Special Ad-
vocates (CASA) of Union County,
a volunteer-powered organiza-
tion that protects the best inter-
ests of Union County’s abused,
neglected or abandoned children
removed from home and placed
in foster care. By evening’s end,
the Cranford couple says they
felt “incredibly moved” by the
plight of these child victims in
their own community, and were
determined to help do some-
thing about it.

Less than a year later, the
Andersons are doing just that, as
benefit chairs for this year’s gala
on Friday, November 2, at the
newly renovated Gran Centuri-
ons in Clark. Guests will enjoy
dinner, dancing, drinks, silent
and live auctions, wine pull, mys-
tery-prize bags and presentation
of both the Dream-Keeper Award
for Outstanding Volunteerism and
the Honorable Jo-Anne B. Spatola
Dream-Maker Award.

Bobbi, a real estate agent with
Keller Williams in Westfield, and
Craig, a senior relationship man-
ager with Brazilian bank Itaú
Unibanco in Manhattan, have
three children — two daughters

and a son — ranging from high
school sophomore to college
sophomore. Their Cranford roots
run deep; Craig was raised there
and the train station is dedicated
to his father, Richard, who served
as director of NJ Transit’s Com-
muter Division.

Bobbi said, “With everything
happening in the world, and the
situation with immigrant children,
it’s especially rewarding to be
able to give hands-on help to
kids right here at your feet. It’s a
problem many don’t realize is
there.” She added, “Craig and I
have good friends who have fos-
tered and adopted, and we’ve
admired that; CASA is a way to
give something to the kids out
there, whether time or money.
Just stepping up to help.”

Marla Higginbotham, CASA’s
executive director, said, “I am
elated the Andersons are so fully
on board, not only in their role as
benefit chairs, but in their under-
standing of our work and mis-
sion, and the need for those able
to step up to do so. They’re a

Bobbi and Craig Anderson

wonderful example of working
within their own community to
make a difference. The gala is
always a great time, and as the
nonprofit’s premier fund-raising
event, its success is crucial to
ensuring we continue not only to
serve the fragile youth we do,
but grow and train more mem-
bers of the community to serve
more children.”

Since 2005, CASA of Union
County has recruited, trained,
supervised and supported vol-
unteers to advocate for abused,
neglected and abandoned chil-
dren placed in foster homes or
residential facilities. There are
nearly 600 Union County youth
in care, and half are still in need
of a CASA volunteer to be their
constant and protect their best
interests. For gala tickets or spon-
sorship opportunities, call Phyllis
Dunlop at (908) 293-8141. To
learn more about becoming a
CASA volunteer, call Courtney
Green at (908) 293-8136.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
EXHAUSTED...Firefighters cross the finish line after running the Cranford
Firecracker 4 Miler race on July 4th in full gear.
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