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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!...Fireworks capped a full day of activities on
July 4th at Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

commercial to residential. The
company first filed its application
about a year ago and has since
drawn a backlash from residents
who are asking the planning
board to “Say No to 750 Walnut.”

Maser Consulting, in the capac-
ity of the township’s professional
planner, has filed a report that
says the application by Hartz is
more dense, at 30 units per acre,
than what is allowed in the
township’s multi-family zones,
the maximum being 24 units per
acre in the IMR District. Also, the
height proposed for the build-
ings exceeds that which is per-
mitted in the IMR District. Hartz
is proposing five-story buildings,
at 67 feet high, where the zoning
allows a maximum of four stories
and 55 feet. Maser further states
that the density is “four to eight
times greater” than the surround-
ing neighborhood, which consists

of single-family detached homes.
The density also is “contradic-

tory” to the Land Use Plan Ele-
ment and the master plan, Maser
writes. The Land Use Plan Ele-
ment calls for density adjacent
to the downtown and where tran-
sit is located, which 750 Walnut
is not. It is located at the border
of Cranford and Clark, at the
corner of Walnut Avenue and
Raritan Road.

“As the proposed rezoning is
inconsistent with the Land Use
Plan Element, an affirmative vote
of the majority of the full autho-
rized membership of the govern-
ing body would be required to
advance the rezoning request,”
according to Maser.

Also, Maser says the data Hartz
presented shows that the pro-
posed 905 apartments will in-
crease the township’s population
by 1,846 residents, or 7.5 per-

setback versus a three-foot fence
setback.

Ms. Todisco said the six-foot-
high fence with a three-foot set-
back allows for a homeowner’s
privacy, while continuing an
open-neighborhood aesthetic.

A redevelopment town-hall
style meeting will be hosted by
the Garwood Paperboard site
owner on Thursday, July 12, at 7
p.m. at the Lincoln School.

“I am pleased we will be hav-
ing this meeting in two days to
have the developer provide in-
formation and answer resident
questions directly,” said Ms.
Todisco.

Ms. Todisco said residents have
provided positive feedback on
public meetings “such as these”
and “just like the ones about the
South Avenue redevelopment”
affording them the opportunity
to voice their opinions to devel-
opers.

Ms. Todisco said the New Jer-
sey State Senate has commis-
sioned a New Jersey Economic
and Fiscal Policy Working Group
panel to create “an economic
draft outlining with 60 points of

advice” towards New Jersey’s
economic condition.

The proposal, she said, would
allow towns with populations
fewer than 5,000 residents to be
consolidated into neighboring
towns.

“It has raised alarm and con-
cerns with many, especially to
those in small towns like us,”
said Ms. Todisco.

A “bigger town” does not mean
a “more efficient town,” stated
Ms. Todisco.

Ms. Todisco said she has con-
tacted the New Jersey League of
Municipalities to draft a resolu-
tion that opposes “mandatory
municipality consolidation” as
proposed by the state panel.

“I think it is important that we
as a borough council send a
message to our state represen-
tatives that we strongly oppose
any such mandate,” said Ms.
Todisco.

Mayor Lombardo promoted
Garwood Police Officer David
Perrotta to the rank of lieuten-
ant. Mayor Lombardo acknowl-
edged resident Adeline
Calderone’s 102nd birthday.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
HOW TO STOP HIGH-DENSITY HOUSING...Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield), pictured, top left, holds a Town Hall Monday
night at The Kilkenny House in Cranford to discuss the impact of state-imposed,
high-density, affordable housing on communities like Cranford.

cent, based upon the 2010 U.S.
Census, and essentially would
“create a new neighborhood
within the community.” Further-
more, Maser says the Green Acres
program recommends that com-
munities provide eight acres of
park space per every 1,000 resi-
dents, translating to 14.8 acres
of parkland, and the Hartz pro-
posal does not provide it.

The Historic Preservation Advi-
sory Board made one comment
in its report stating that the “char-
acter of Cranford will be changed
(+905 families) and not for the
better.”

Planning Board member Dan
Aschenbach stated in a letter to
the board last week that he ob-
jects to having the rezoning hear-
ing on July 18. He states that he,
along with most of the commu-
nity, is on vacation and so having
the meeting in July is not fair.

“Additionally, I have asked
three times over past year that
before such a rezoning proposal
be considered there be an envi-
ronmental impact statement
completed at the expense of the
property owner. Changing the
use from commercial to residen-
tial requires a significantly higher
environmental standard,” he
wrote. “Shouldn't this question
be studied before any further
Planning Board time be spent? In
my view, this is a threshold is-
sue.”

Council Recommends Fence Ord.

Hartz’s Apartments Will Hike Student Population
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