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l'ennemi du journaliste

CRs GOSSELIN 2-FOR-2, SCORES 2 RUNS; KATZ SCORES 2 RUNS; BHs DeFRANCESCO 4 RBI

Berkeley Heights 11s Hold Off Cranford 11U Comeback, 13-7
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competitive spirit was dem-
onstrated by both teams during
a New Providence Green League
11U showdown between Berke-
ley Heights and the Cranford
Cougars at Memorial Field in
Cranford on July 7. Trailing 9-0
after two innings, the Cougars
chipped away to tighten the
score to 9-7 but the Little High-
landers staged a two-out rally
in the sixth inning to insure a
13-7 victory.

The game featured strong
pitching performances from Ber-
keley Heights starter Vince Gra-
ham and reliever Teddy Baum,
and Cranford Cougar reliever
Arnav Kondagunta. Graham
pitched the first two scoreless
innings and yielded just a run in
the third before being relieved
by James DeFrancesco with two
outs. Baum stepped in with one

out in the fifth inning and man-
aged to put down a Cranford
rally then in the sixth, he retired
all three Cougars to seal the
win. Kondagunta relieved with
two outs in the third and limited
Berkeley Heights to no runs with
one hit and no walks until the
Highlanders staged their rally
with two outs in the sixth.

DeFrancesco was a hitting star
for Berkeley Heights, going 3-
for-4 with a double, four RBI
and a run scored. Graham had a
pair of singles, scored twice and
added an RBI. Brad Cordo
whacked a two-run double and
scored twice. Nate Faxon (RBI)
and Chris D’Amato each singled
and scored twice. Baum scored

twice, Jackson Coviello (RBI)
singled and scored once,
Luciano Santamaria had an RBI
single and Tom Murphy scored
once. The Head Coach of Berke-
ley Heights was Bill Faxon.

Cranford managed only three
hits but made good on the eight

walks and one hit batter. Pat
Gosselin went 2-for-2 with a
walk, an RBI and two runs
scored. Jake Katz had an RBI
single, walked once and scored
twice. Tommy Letourneau
walked once, was hit once and
scored once. Kondagunta had
an RBI, walked once and scored
once. Brandan DiPaolo walked
once and scored once. Jack
Donnelly had an RBI. Other
Cougars who received three
plate appearances were Jarrett
Buongiorno, Luciano Fiorenza,
Owen Younger and CJ McCarthy.
The Cougars were coached by
Kevin Younger, Mike Katz and
Steve DiPaolo.

Both teams made a number of
fine defensive plays. From his
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