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It’s your Library … make the most of it 

 

 

IIt’s your Library …  

make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street   

Westfield  www.wmlnj.org  908.789.4090 

Open to WML and MURAL  

cardholders. Sign up online at 

www.wmlnj.org and click on the 

Calendar link, or call 

908.789.4090 option 0.  

The Best Free  

Entertainment 

In Town Brought     

to You by the  

Westfield Memorial  

Library on Wednesday, 

July 18 at 7 pm 
“Powerful Trouble” 

Presented by The Shrewd Mechanicals: 

The Touring Company of  

The Shakespeare Theatre of NJ 

 
A stirring collection of moments and music from           

Shakespeare's great canon of plays, as well as selections 

from some of the profound, witty, and light-hearted works his 

plays have inspired over the centuries. Make sure you sign up! 

Bernstein’s 100th Birthday
Highlighted  in Concert

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Concert Band, under the
direction of Dr. Thomas Connors,
concludes its Thursday evening Sum-
mer Concert Series tonight, July 12,
beginning at 7:30 p.m. with a concert
program celebrating the 100th birth-
day of Leonard Bernstein and featur-
ing flute soloist Helen Bartolick. This
concert will take place in
Mindowaskin Park.

Ms. Bartolick, a band member for
28 years, will perform Meditation,
from the opera, Thais, composed by
Jules Massenet. “We are very fortu-
nate to have many talented musicians
in the band,” noted Dr. Connors. “We
are very pleased to feature many tal-
ented soloists, such as Ms. Bartolick,
during our performances.”

The band will also perform hall-
mark selections from Leonard
Bernstein, one of America’s most cel-
ebrated composers, including Four
Dances from West Side Story, Candide
Suite, Danzon and Slava!, one of
Bernstein’s last compositions.

Bands and orchestras throughout
the United States are featuring the
works of Leonard Bernstein in 2018
in recognition of Bernstein’s signifi-
cant contribution to American classi-
cal and popular music.

Completing the program will be
performances of Hounds of Spring,
written by prolific American com-
poser, Alfred Reed, Americans We,
by Henry Fillmore, and The Witch
and the Saint, a tone poem by Steven
Reineke, based upon a novel of the
same title.

The band rehearses each Wednes-
day evening from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in

the Community Room in the Westfield
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street. The band’s membership in-
cludes musicians from age 16 to age
86, including many active and retired
music educators. Under the music
direction of Dr. Thomas Connors,
director of Instrumental Music Stud-
ies and an assistant professor of mu-
sic education at Kean University, the
band performs a wide variety of con-
cert band literature, including many
contemporary compositions. Experi-
enced area musicians who are inter-
ested in a position with the band should
contact band president Barry
Rosenberg at (908) 337-9073 or
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.

The band’s Summer Concert Series
is sponsored by the Westfield Recre-
ation Department, Don Bogardus, Di-
rector. Chairs and blankets are recom-
mended. In the event of rain, the con-
cert will take place in the Westfield
Community Room, located in the
Westfield Municipal Building.

BERNSTEIN’S BIRTHDAY...The Westfield Community Concert Band cel-
ebrates the 100th birthday of Leonard Bernstein in its final 2018 Summer Concert
Series in Mindowaskin Park tonight, beginning at 7:30 p.m.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

“Incredibles 2”
The American Family to the Rescue

3 popcorns

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

 I doubt I’ve ever said this in a re-
view, so here goes: “Incredibles 2,” an
intelligently humorous follow up to the
2004 original, is good fun for the entire
family. There…said it.

Just don’t let the opportunity for
bonding among parents, children and
crotchety Aunt Edna, if you deign to
charitably invite her, bankrupt the clan.
While only an anecdotal bit of account-
ing, I estimate that the mom two rows
in front of me spent at least 21 minutes
and about $57.25 going back and forth
to the concession stand fetching cheese
nachos et al for her flock of five before
finally sitting down. Harrumph!

It boggles the mind, but I kind of get
it…a phylum of moviegoer who attend
the glorious dark of fantasy, adventure,
mystery and romance not so much for
what’s showing on the silver screen,
but as a venue for paying crazy prices to
chomp junk food as only can be
chomped in the theater. There may be
scientific fact behind it, but a box of
nonpareils purchased for 89 cents in
the supermarket just doesn’t taste as
extravagantly delicious as one obtained
for $3.75 in the lobby by your poor
sucker parent. This just may be the
baby step that leads to Rolexes and
Ferraris.

I was perhaps heading to that mindset,
if not the fiscal position, in my pre-
teens when, before each Saturday
afternoon’s outing to the Roosevelt
Theater with my best pal, Dave
Schenker, Mom would implore me to
take a sandwich. Probably a really good
one, too…maybe salami and cheese on
rye…with a pickle. But I railed against
it vociferously. I wanted what the kids
whose mothers could never make a
sandwich that good had: the reckless
abandon of financial frivolity, epito-
mized by Goobers, Juicy Fruits and
Malted Milk Balls in a sugary state-
ment of our status.

While it might have been sentimen-
tally ironic, of course that wasn’t me
you saw two decades later…a film critic
pressed for time, running from the news-
paper to the Bijou, his dinner a whole
sub sandwich (probably salami and
cheese with the works) cached under
his coat. Summertime and no coat prob-
ably made that gustatory smuggle more
difficult, though of course I wouldn’t
know. Still, I’m sure there’s a statute of
limitations specifically exonerating
harried movie reviewers who snuck
meals into theaters.

Whether or not there’s absolution
for critics who don’t get to the actual
review until the fifth paragraph, it be-
hooves to note that the food for thought
preamble of this column will now tran-
sition to the, uh, meat of the matter. In
that liberal vein, we might forgive di-

rector-writer Brad Bird’s warming up
in the bullpen for 14 years before pre-
senting his sequel. While I wasn’t ex-
actly waiting, those who were shouldn’t
be disappointed. The idea of an other-
wise normal, happy family who just
happen to have potentially world-sav-
ing powers is delivered intact.

Twirling a Lazy Susan array of every-
day issues affecting the American fam-
ily, and integrating them into the com-
pelling importance of the adventure Mr.
Incredible, his wife, née Elastigirl, and
their brood are tossed into, makes for a
loving and ennobling paean to said unit.
In the style of a jazz band having each
musician take a turn at an identifying
solo, auteur Bird highlights the special
role each of the Incredibles plays, wittily
examines the interrelating dynamics, and
thereby, in the guise of action-packed
superhero story, waxes poetic about fam-
ily values.

While full of good old, rough-and-
tumble, superhero skirmishes, some of
them a bit too long for my attention
span, it otherwise occurs that this kiddy
flick for children of all ages is rather
heady stuff. I was put to wondering just
how much of “Incredible 2’s” cleverly
satiric profferings would be grokked
by the 8- to 12-year-old crowd. While
not out and out political, the savvy
observations woven into its surface
tale about the guv’mint banning all
superheroes from practicing their life-
saving craft, for, er, security reasons,
are smartly implied.

Although it remains to be seen
whether little Brittney and Tyler will
emerge from the movie house all
psyched to earn poli-sci and law de-
grees at Harvard and Georgetown, re-
spectively, before embarking on ca-
reers of making the world safe for de-
mocracy, it’s a nice thought. But any-
way, kids know. Their carte blanche
minds can spot a conniver a full
playground’s length away, and only
require a bit of honest adult corrobora-
tion to affirm their suspicion.

Thus it is heartening that in this
mind-boggling era, where even lessons
in basic human morality are being cen-
sored in some quarters lest they disrupt
vested interests, this colorfully enter-
taining, beautifully animated film
stands firm. It’ll have none of that.
Humorously illustrating the struggle
between good and bad, “Incredibles 2”
champions the importance of believing
in our ability to conquer those evil
forces.

…
 “Incredibles 2,” rated PG, is a Walt

Disney Studios Motion Pictures release
directed by Brad Bird and stars the
voices of Craig T. Nelson, Holly Hunter
and Sarah Vowell. Running time: 118
minutes

American Pickers
Casting in Area

AREA -- TV show American Pick-
ers is heading to New Jersey this
August and is looking for leads
throughout the region, specifically
interesting characters with interest-
ing items and lots of them! They are
looking for different, unusual, and
unique items too – something they
have never seen before and with an
interesting story!

 Call (855) 653-7878), or email,
AmericanPickers@cineflix.com, for
more information.

Calderone School
Adult Chorus Performs

AREA — The Calderone School of
Music’s Adult Chorus performed at sev-
eral assisted living communities through-
out Florham Park in May.  They have
performed annually for over a decade at
various communities for special func-
tions. This season’s program consisted
of folk songs “De Colores” and “The
Lion Sleeps Tonight;” standards such as
Gershwin’s “Someone to Watch Over
Me,” and “Summertime,” Jule Styne’s
“Time After Time,” Henry Mancini’s
theme “The Pink Panther;” and Renais-
sance pieces “Fair Phyllis” and Orlando
de Lassus’ “Bonjour Mon Coeur.”

Professor Kathleen Calderone con-
ducted the Adult Chorus with accom-
paniment by Professor Nataliya
Kolmykova on piano. Chorus mem-
bers included: Sopranos, Prof. Alla
Epelbaum, Prof. Nataliya Kolmykova
and Teresita David; Altos, Prof.
Calderone, and Anna Kraizboukh; Ten-
ors, Philip Romano and John
Stephenson; Bass, Dr. Daniel Hyman
and Michael Oppenheim.

For more information, please con-
tact Prof. Calderone at (973) 428-0405
in East Hanover, (973) 467-4688 in the
Springfield school, or log on to
www.calderoneschoolofmusic.net.

Area Students Selected To
Join Theatre Conservatory

AREA — Cameron Matheson and
Sam Sullivan of Cranford, Alexa
Torres of Mountainside, and Olivia
Ruhnke of Westfield were four of the
115 most talent students from the
region selected to be a part of the
Paper Mill Playhouse Summer Musi-
cal Theatre Conservatory for 2018.

Members of the competitive Con-
servatory who earned coveted spots
in the Senior (ages 15-18), Junior
Plus (ages 13-14), and Junior compa-
nies (ages 10-12) are directed and
choreographed by Paper Mill
Playhouse’s professional artistic staff
in a fully produced, original concert
titled, “New Voices of 2018: From
Sea to Shining Sea!” The concert is a
culmination of the five-week conser-
vatory program.

Also appearing are numerous win-
ners and nominees of the 2018 Paper
Mill Playhouse Rising Star Awards
presented by the Investors Founda-
tion, who won scholarships to attend
the Conservatory. The Summer Mu-
sical Theater Conservatory and New
Voices are generously supported by
the Investors Foundation.

Performances of “New Voices of
2018: From Sea to Shining Sea” will
be held on July 27 at 7:30 p.m. and
July 28 at 1:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at
Memorial Auditorium at Montclair
State University, located at 1 Normal
Avenue, Montclair. Tickets range in
price from $25 to $45. Tickets may be
purchased by calling (973) 376-4343,
online at www.papermill.org, or by
visiting the Paper Mill Playhouse Box
Office at 22 Brookside Drive in
Millburn.

“From the first day of class all the
way until the final curtain comes down
at ‘New Voices,’ we require our stu-
dents to rise to the demands of this
rigorous program,” stated Lisa
Cooney, Paper Mill Playhouse Di-
rector of Education. “We ask them to
work harder than they ever have be-
fore as young performers. We strive
to build an incredible ensemble com-
pany, while each student hones their
own individual performance skills.
Our faculty pushes the students to
believe in themselves as professional
artists. We find summer after summer
that our students meet our expecta-

tions and more. When they move on
to college or the professional world,
they are ready for the challenges
they’ll face, and time and again they
thrive and ultimately live their dream
of being a professional performer.
We are thrilled when students make a
name for themselves on Broadway or
in Hollywood, but even if they don’t,
the skills they learn and the discipline
they develop will serve them in any
field.”

The Paper Mill Playhouse Sum-
mer Musical Theatre Conservatory
is a program of rigorous study allow-
ing students to enhance their indi-
vidual performance potential while
developing a broad base of theater
experience and knowledge. Students
participate in intensive classes in-
cluding musical theater performance,
acting, dance and improvisation,
while also attending guest workshops
led by professional actors, directors
and casting agents. The final weeks
are devoted to rehearsals for the ‘New
Voices’ Concert, performed annu-
ally by the conservatory’s trained
students. The Conservatory offers
the unique opportunity for gifted and
talented young performers to work
at their own level, challenge them-
selves to achieve new goals, and
learn new skills. Key to the curricu-
lum is for the participants to develop
self-discipline, respect, and a com-
mitment to excellence that will serve
these young artists throughout their
lives.

“’New Voices’ is an amazing op-
portunity to see the stars of tomor-
row,” stated Mark Hoebee, Paper
Mill’s Producing Artistic Director.
“This fully produced, original con-
cert features over 100 incredible per-
formers.  It is amazing to see these
young performers grow into profes-
sional artists and grace the stage with
an inspiring, heartfelt performance.”

Many of the students from Paper
Mill Playhouse’s Conservatory have
gone on to appear on Broadway, in
regional theater productions, in film
and on television.

Olivia Ruhnke of Westfield Alexa Torres of Mountainside

Cameron Matheson of Cranford Sam Sullivan of Cranford

‘Linger’ Opens Tonight
At Premiere Stages

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University will present Craig Garcia’s
“Linger” starting tonight, July 12, to
Sunday, July 29, in Kean University’s
Bauer Boucher Theatre Center lo-
cated at Vaughn Eames Hall, 1000
Morris Avenue, in Union. Recently
selected from over 570 submissions
as the winner of the 2018 Premiere
Play Festival, “Linger” will feature
actors Will Ehren, Michael Frederic,
Robby Haltiwanger, Jonathan C.
Kaplan, Sarah Kathryn Makl and
Danielle Skraastad. John J. Wooten,
producing artistic director of Premiere
Stages, will direct.

“Craig’s topical new play provides
a fascinating look inside a family’s
quest to keep matters private in a mod-
ern world where social media makes
that virtually impossible,” stated Mr.
Wooten. “Their journey is as harrow-
ing as it is thought-provoking.”

Performances take place Thursdays
and Fridays at 8 p.m., Saturdays at 3
p.m. and 8 p.m., and Sundays at 3
p.m. Tickets are $30 standard, $20
for senior citizens and Kean alumni
and staff, and $15 for students and
patrons with disabilities. To make
reservations, please call (908) 737-
7469 or visit Premiere Stages online
at www.premierestagesatkean.com.

Westfield Area Homes

by Frank D. Isoldi
Broker / Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

For more follow on Instagram @frankdisoldi  |  twitter @homeswestfield

Cell: 908-787-5990

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield Office: 908-233-5555

TheIsoldiCollection.com
#LoveWhereYouLive

227 Elizabeth Avenue, Westfield

6 Bedrooms | 6 Baths

Offered at $1,295,000

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 7/15, 1-3PM OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 7/15, 1-3PM

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 7/15, 1-3PM OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 7/15, 1-3PM

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 7/15, 1-3PM OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 7/15, 1-3PM

115 Ayliffe Avenue, Westfield

5 Bedrooms | 4.1 Baths

Offered at $1,095,000

1700 Boulevard, Westfield

4 Bedrooms | 3.1 Baths

Offered at $985,000

560 Codding Road, Westfield

4 Bedrooms | 3.1 Baths

Offered at $899,900

512 Bradford Avenue, Westfield

5 Bedrooms | 6 Baths

Offered at $1,550,000

Echo Ridge, Mountainside

3 Bedrooms | 2.1 Baths

Offered from $698,000


