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Children in Trouble with the Law?
DWI Charges?

Drug or Criminal Charges?
Motor Vehicle Traffic Violations?

CALL
BRENT BRAMNICK

908-322-7000

Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team
We Have Three Former Prosecutors

Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
www.jonbramnick.com Photo courtesy of Julie Morkrzycki

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, AMERICA...A group of Westfield residents gathers at the Tamaques Park Pavilion barbecue area
on the Fourth of July to celebrate America’s Independence Day. They enjoyed food, fun and sang patriotic tunes. After the
party, many attended Union County firework displays in Clark and Cranford.

Historical Soc. to Spotlight
Chain That Saved Colonies

PLAINFIELD — The Historical
Society of Plainfield will host a lec-
ture entitled “The Chain That Saved
The Colonies” this Sunday, July 15,
starting at 2 p.m., at the Drake House
Museum. The lecture will be given by
Donald “Doc” Bayne.

“Many New Jersey residents are
not aware of the Great Chain that
spanned the Hudson River at West
Point during the American Revolu-
tionary War. Doc Bayne has spent
years researching the Great Chain
and locating many of the remaining
huge links of the hand-forged chain,”
said Nancy Piwowar, president of the
Historical Society of Plainfield.

The program will detail “the story
of one man’s quest to find the surviv-
ing links and to tell an amazing ac-
count of ingenuity, fortitude, and de-
termination of the men of the Conti-
nental Army,” according to the His-
torical Society.

Mr. Bayne has been interested in
history since the age of 8. He was
drafted into the U.S. Army, and then
became a commercial pilot. He worked
for the Minolta Corporation, and later

started a career with an audio-visual
company designing distance-learning
classrooms for William Paterson Uni-
versity and U.M.D.N.J., as well as
video conferencing systems for vari-
ous companies at the World Trade
Center.

Mr. Bayne then became a full-time
park ranger, environmental educator
and historian at Sterling Forest State
Park. Now retired, he serves on the
board of directors of the Orange
County Historical Society, the board
of the Fort Montgomery Battle Site,
the board of The Incorporated Or-
ange County Chapter of the New York
State Archaeological Association, as
president of The Friends of Sterling
Forest, and a member of the Green-
wood Lake Historical Association.

Seating is limited and will be avail-
able on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis. Light refreshments will be served.
There is a suggested program dona-
tion of $5. Admission is free to mem-
bers of the Historical Society of
Plainfield. The Drake House Museum
is located at 602 West Front Street,
Plainfield, and is air-conditioned.

WESTFIELD
Wednesday, June 27, police received

a report of damage to a motor vehicle
belonging to a resident of the 800 block
of Forest Avenue. The vehicle was
scratched while parked outside the
victim’s residence between June 23
and June 24, causing an unknown
amount of damage.

Thursday, June 28, a resident of Tu-
dor Oval responded to police head-
quarters to report that he was a victim
of fraud. The total reported loss to the
victim was approximately $1,200.

Thursday, June 28, Thomas E.
Macken, 24, of Westfield was arrested
near the intersection of East Broad
Street and Central Avenue on a traffic
warrant out of Clark in the amount of
$500. It later was discovered that
Macken also had a criminal warrant
out of Madison Municipal Court in the
amount of $100. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released on his own recog-
nizance on both warrants with a new
court date pending.

Friday, June 29, Neil T. Balasko, 25,
of Hopelawn was arrested on charges
of possession of less than 50 grams of
a controlled dangerous substance
(CDS)/marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of East Broad
and Elm Streets. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released on a summons.

Friday, June 29, Robert J. Neglio, 33,
of Iselin was arrested at the Middlesex
County jail on two outstanding warrants
out of Westfield Municipal Court, one a
traffic warrant and one a criminal war-
rant, totaling $1,000. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and held awaiting trans-
port to the Union County jail.

Saturday, June 30, two motor vehicle
burglaries were reported as having oc-
curred during the overnight hours. A
resident of the 500 block of Highland
Avenue reported being the victim of a
burglary in which a purse with approxi-
mately $10 in U.S. currency was taken
from the vehicle. The second victim, a

resident of the 800 block of Bradford
Avenue, reported the theft of a computer
bag, valued at $500, from the vehicle.
Inside the bag was a laptop computer
valued at $1,000. The total value of the
stolen items is $1,500. In both cases, the
vehicles had been left unlocked, accord-
ing to the police reports.

Saturday, June 30, AJ F. Vance, 24, of
East Brunswick was arrested at the New
Jersey State Police Red Lion Barracks
on an outstanding traffic warrant out of
Westfield Municipal Court in the amount
of $463 (no 10-percent cash option). He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released,
having posted the full bail amount.

Sunday, July 1, a 2011 Nissan
Murano was reported stolen from the
driveway of a residence on the 900
block of Carleton Road between 5 p.m.
on June 29 and 9:23 a.m. on July 1. The
vehicle was unlocked with the ignition
key inside at the time of the theft.

Sunday, July 1, Angel Colon, Jr., 26,
of Newark was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams
of a CDS/marijuana and Nelson
Feliciano, Jr., 43, also of Newark, was
arrested on two outstanding criminal
warrants totaling $782 out of Millburn
Municipal Court pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of East South
Avenue and Livingston Street. Both
individuals were transported to police
headquarters for processing. Colon was
processed and released on a complaint-
summons. Feliciano was processed and
turned over to the Millburn Police De-
partment due to the fact that he was
unable to post the full bail amount.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Friday, July 6, the management of a

company on Route 22 reported the
theft of a box trailer from the property
during the overnight hours. The trailer
is valued at $10,000 and has been en-
tered as stolen.

Friday, July 6, a resident of the 1800
block of Lamberts Mill Road reported
that someone made unauthorized trans-
actions on the victim’s debit card. The
matter is under investigation.

Friday, July 6, Adrian X. Farfan, 24,

of Plainfield was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop and charged with posses-
sion of marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia. Farfan was trans-
ported to police headquarters and pro-
cessed.

Saturday, July 7, a resident of the
1600 block of King Street reported that
he saw a black male in his late teens
steal his son’s 2015 black Raleigh
mountain bike, valued at $400. Police
responded to the area and were unable
to locate the suspect.

Sunday, July 8, Jason B. Barthe, 29,
of South Plainfield was arrested and
charged with driving under the influ-
ence during a motor vehicle accident
investigation. Barthe was transported
to police headquarters and processed.
No injuries were reported from the
accident.

Sunday, July 8, Lawrence A. War-
ren, 26, of East Orange was arrested
and charged with driving under the
influence during a motor vehicle stop.
Warren was transported to police head-
quarters and processed.

FANWOOD
Friday, June 22, Jose Castorena, 45,

of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with hindering his own appre-
hension pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop at North and Hunter Avenues.
Castorena, the driver, provided police
with different names and dates of birth.
He was released pending his court ap-
pearance.

Thursday, June 28, Manuel Valdez-
Rodriguez, 33, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an active warrant out of Green
Brook pursuant to a motor vehicle stop
at Terrill Road and Columbia Avenue
for a motor vehicle violation. Valdez-
Rodriguez, the driver, was processed,
posted bail and released.

Friday, June 29, a resident reported
that he had left his locked bicycle at the
Fanwood train station between 6:45
a.m. and 6:45 p.m., and that when he
returned, his bicycle was missing a tire.
The value of the tire is $25.

Friday, July 6, Peter Primavera, Jr.,
60, of North Plainfield was arrested on
an active warrant out of Branchburg
while in Fanwood Court on an unre-
lated court issue. Primavera posted bail
and was released.

Friday, July 6, Jorge
Alcantaramartinez, 22, of Perth Amboy
was arrested on an active warrant out of
Perth Amboy pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop at Terrill Road and East
Front Street for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. Alcantaramartinez was processed
and released by the Perth Amboy Mu-
nicipal Court.

Sunday, July 8, a police officer
stopped a skateboarder for a motor
vehicle violation. While the skate-
boarder was looking for his identifica-
tion, the officer could detect a strong
odor of marijuana coming from his
backpack. The individual then told the
officer he had some marijuana in the
backpack and retrieved it to give to the
officer. The skateboarder, identified as
Emecio Holley, 18, of Plainfield, was
arrested, processed, issued motor ve-
hicle and criminal complaints and re-
leased pending his court hearing.

Sunday, July 8, police arrested Ariel
Rios-Flores, 18, of Plainfield pursuant
to a motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road
and Cottage Way for a motor vehicle
violation. While the officer was speak-
ing with the driver he could detect a
strong odor of marijuana. The driver
was asked to step out of the vehicle,
and when he was searched, the officer
located the marijuana. The driver was
arrested, processed, issued motor ve-
hicle and criminal complaints and re-
leased pending his court appearance.

Sunday, July 8, Jessica Miller, 31, of
Plainfield was arrested pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop at Wiley Avenue
and East Second Street. The officer
initiated the stop because he had knowl-
edge that the driver had an outstanding
warrant out of Fanwood and a sus-

pended driver’s license. This was con-
firmed and the driver was arrested,
processed, posted bail and released.

CRANFORD
Friday, June 29, Carlos Lourenco,

29, of Elizabeth was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia after he was stopped
for speeding on Orange Avenue at
Frazer Place. He was processed and
provided with a Municipal Court ap-
pearance date. Additionally, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
speeding, a seatbelt violation and pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle.

Monday, July 2, Thomas Pacheco,
29, of Cranford was arrested and
charged with possession of a controlled
dangerous substance and possession of
drug paraphernalia after he was stopped
on Springfield Avenue at Miln Street
for failure to signal a turn. Following
an investigation at the scene, Pacheco
was arrested for suspected heroin found
inside the vehicle. He was processed
and provided with a state Superior Court
appearance date. Additionally, he was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
failing to signal a turn and possession
of a controlled dangerous substance in
a motor vehicle.

Monday, July 2, Robert Andrews,
23, of Roselle was arrested and charged
with distribution of a controlled dan-
gerous substance, possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance and pos-
session of paraphernalia after he was
stopped at Myrtle Street and Baltimore
Avenue for a cracked windshield and
an expired inspection decal. Andrews
was processed and provided with a
state Superior Court appearance date.
Additionally, he was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for failure to have the
vehicle inspected, a cracked windshield
and possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance in a motor vehicle.

Monday, July 2, Raymond Hayes,
23, of Somerville was arrested and
charged with distribution of a con-
trolled dangerous substance, posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance and possession of paraphernalia
after he was stopped at Raritan Road
and Moen Avenue for unclear plates.
He was processed and provided with a
state Superior Court appearance date.
Additionally, he was issued motor ve-
hicle summonses for unclear plates
and possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance in a motor vehicle.

GETTING IN SHAPE...The Westfield Area YMCA has announced that Wellness
Wednesdays are available at the Main Y Facility, located at 220 Clark Street,
Westfield. The community can take advantage of the Y’s land and water group
exercise classes, swim assessments, open gym and swim times as well as the fitness
facilities free of charge every Wednesday now through August 1. Pictured, the
Westfield Area YMCA’s Body Sculpt class is just one of the many free land and
water group exercise classes currently offered on a Wednesday.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
has announced the winners of the
following Fourth of July games and
contests.

Canoe Races
10 to 13 Years Old: First Place,

Gabriel and Rachel Westervelt; Sec-
ond Place, Sam and Max Slayton;
Third Place, Murray and Jones.

14 to 20 Years Old: First Place,
Charlotte Van Why and Gracie
Powasnik; Second Place, Jackie
Romero and Abby Giannobile; Third
Place, Will Hoffman and Brian Kealey.

21 Years and Older: First Place,
Louis Bock and Paul Starkey; Sec-
ond Place, Gavin Murray and Kevin
Trotter; Third Place, Jack Carroll and
Johnny Bush.

Mother and Child: First Place, Nick
and Tracey Macchi; Second Place,
Eileen and Kelly McAuliffe; Third
Place, Elizabeth and Mark Lynch.

Father and Child: First Place, John
and Jacob Snover; Second Place,
Chris and Sam Slayton; Third Place,
Mike and James Ganley.

Ma and Pa: First Place, Kristen and
Chris Slayton; Second Place, Eliza-
beth Lynch and John Snover; Third
Place, Bob and Eileen McAuliffe.

Marathon 13 to 17 Years Old
First Place, Will Hoffman, Brian

Kealey and Pat Ganley; Second Place,
Patrick Coates, Justin Marko and Rob
Bobko; Third Place: n/a.

Marathon 18 and Over
First Place, Louis Bock, Paul

Starkey and Paul Buonaguro; Second
Place, Andy Bausback, Meredith
Bausback, Chris Bennett; Third Place,
Gavin Murray, Kevin Trotter and Ron.

Columbus Day Event
Is Due In Westfield

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Chapter of UNICO National and the
Westfield Italian American Club will
sponsor the second annual Columbus
Day Program on Sunday, September
30, at 10 a.m.

The committee has selected the
Reverend Michael Saporito, pastor
of The Parish Community of Saint
Helen in Westfield, as the grand mar-
shal of the event. The program will
be held at the South Avenue train
station in Westfield and will be open
to the public.

Further details will be provided.
Any group interested in participating
may e-mail rjt329@yahoo.com.

Cranford Rec. Announces
July 4 Contest Winners

Kean: No Winners In Fight
Of DEM Tax Increases

TRENTON — Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean Jr. (R-21st, Westfield)
said there were no winners in a fight
over tax increases between Governor
Phil Murphy and Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester), saying
taxpayers are the big losers under a
compromise tax plan approved by
Democrats last week, according to a
Senate GOP press release.

“All of the headlines today focused
on whether the Senate president or the
Governor won their budget battle over
whose massive tax increases to imple-
ment,” Sen. Kean said. “The truth is
that there are no winners in this fight,
only losers. And the biggest losers of all
are New Jersey taxpayers who will pay
$1.5 billion more this year as a result of
the Democrats’ tax compromise.”

Over the last few weeks, Senate
President Sweeney and Governor
Murphy were locked in a very public
disagreement over competing tax pro-
posals. The Senate President warned
that the Governor’s income tax in-
crease would drive residents from
New Jersey. At the same time, the
Governor warned that the Senate
President’s business tax increase
would drive employers from the state.

“While their criticisms of each
other’s tax proposals were correct, the

Governor and Senate President chose
to combine both of their flawed pro-
posals into a Frankenstein tax com-
promise that will drive both residents
and employers from New Jersey,” said
Sen. Kean. “It doesn’t make any sense.”

In addition to the higher income and
business taxes enacted by Democrats,
more than a dozen other tax increase
proposals were approved by the Demo-
cratic Legislature or signed into law
by Governor Murphy that would tax
grocery bags, ridesharing services like
Lyft and Uber, and Airbnb.

Sen. Kean warned that other
Democratic proposals to increase the
sales tax and taxes on home sales
and vacation rentals would likely be
brought up again next year to fund
the Governor’s growing spending
plans.

“There’s very little that Governor
Murphy and New Jersey Democrats
didn’t try to raise taxes on this year to
fund billions in new spending,” Sen.
Kean concluded. “The few taxes they
failed to increase as part of their bud-
get compromise will likely be pro-
posed again next year to fund even
bigger spending plans. With this
single-party government in Trenton,
the tax pain for New Jerseyans will
only continue to grow.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on July 9, 2018, for the
following applications decided upon at the
meeting held on May 23, 2018 & June 11,
2018.

Mark Dow, 247 Prospect Street. Appli-
cant sought approval to install a six-foot
fence in the front yard contrary to Section
12.07C of the Land Use Ordinance to allow
a fence height of 6 feet where the Ordi-
nance allows a maximum fence height of
four feet in the front yard. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

David & Sarann Wood, 157
Brightwood. Applicants sought approval
to raise the existing walls on the west
elevation and extend the roof line contrary
to Section 11.08E5 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance to allow a front yard setback of 18.6
feet where the Ordinance requires a mini-
mum front yard setback of 40 feet. Applica-
tion approved with conditions.

Clarissa & Paul Dobek, 712 Norman
Place. Applicants sought approval to con-
struct an addition contrary to Section
11.07E6 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a side yard setback of 7 feet where
the Ordinance requires a minimum side
yard setback of 10 feet. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

Michael Cunningham, 420 Jefferson
Avenue. Applicant sought approval to
construct an addition contrary to Section
12.03D and 11.06E6 of the Land Use Or-
dinance to allow a front yard setback of
39.32 feet where the Ordinance requires a
minimum front yard setback of 44.42 feet;
to allow a side yard setback of 9.67 feet
where the Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 12.5 feet. Application
approved with conditions.

Elegant Homes NJ, LLC., 321 Elm
Street. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a new two-family home contrary to
Section 11.11E8, 12.04E, 12.04F1, and
11.11E14 to allow a building height of 37.2
feet where the Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building height of 32 feet; to allow a
floor area ratio of 33.1% where the maxi-
mum floor area ratio allowed is 25%; to
allow a building coverage of 20.8% where
the Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage of 20%; to allow an attached
garage where the Ordinance requires a
detached garage. Application approved
with conditions.

Linda Jacus
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
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