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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

President Trump Is Right In Calling
Past Negotiations Bad For The U.S.

It Would Be Honest To Compare
‘Apples To Apples’ And Hallmarks

In a recent letter to the editor, the
writer upbraided a Fanwood
councilperson for likening the Trump
policy of detention and separation of
asylum seekers to the Nazi regime.

The critic attempts to create a false
equivalence by conflating the death
of millions at the hands of Nazi Ger-
many with the beginnings of Trump
immigration policy. It would be a
more honest discussion to compare
“apples to apples” and determine
what, if any, hallmarks of early Nazi
philosophy lives within Trump ad-
ministration and its policies.

We have the benefit of history to
help shape our views and actions, and
history teaches us that the “Early
Warning Signs of Fascism” (from the
U.S. Holocaust Museum) include:

Powerful and continuing national-
ism; Disdain for human rights; Iden-
tification of enemies as a unifying
cause; Supremacy of the military;
Rampant sexism; Controlled mass
media; Obsession with national secu-
rity; Religion and government inter-
twined; Corporate power protected;
Labor power suppressed; Disdain for
intellectuals and the arts; Obsession
with crime and punishment; Rampant
cronyism and corruption; Fraudulent
Elections.

I applaud the Councilwoman’s will-
ingness to raise the issue. The out-
come of Trumpism is worth consider-
ation before we find ourselves tarred
with the shame of supporting it.

Pat Hoynes
Fanwood

CSPAN2 had an wonderful lecture
series on this morning (July 5, 2018)
with a guest speaker from a corpora-
tion in Rahway, NJ who eloquently
and intelligently explained why gov-
ernment is failing you the taxpayer.
He told the story of intellectual prop-
erty being taken without consent to a
foreign country (China) and then
shipped back here as product in direct
competition with the original com-
pany and that the shipping charges
due to a UN mandate are so cheap that
American companies are paying a lot
more to ship it domestically.

Why so much more...well Ameri-
can companies and the buying public
are paying more in domestic shipping
costs (a hidden tax) to subsidize this
gross disparity and it’s legal. The
example used was that it would cost
more in shipping charges to ship from
here just 34 (walking) steps to a house

than to ship from half way round the
world to that same house.

This is just an example of how we
Americans are not getting a fair deal.
Why would an American manufac-
turer (ie., Harley Davidson) stay here
when they can go overseas and get a
cheaper (Communist) labor rate and
subsidized (Democratic) shipping rate
on top of that which no company here
can compete against.

This is part of why businesses, jobs
and our economy are heading for a
way out. I hate to say this but Presi-
dent Trump is right in calling a lot of
past negotiations bad for the USA.
America seems to have been always
receiving lop-sided deals that politi-
cians have lauded as good for America
instead of what is fair and just.

Robert Fox
Scotch Plains

Sometimes I Don’t See
Eye-To-Eye With
Every Editorial

To the Entire Bunch at The Westfield
Leader: I am grateful that you are
publishing a local news-and-views
paper every week. I am happy that
you are covering issues and provid-
ing a forum for public dialogue and
opinion. Even the advertisements for
area businesses are —how shall I say
it —heart-warming because they at-
test to the hard work and creativity of
people trying to make a go in a tough
world.

The freedom of the press is a pillar
of a democratic republic. The press is
the de facto fourth branch of govern-
ment, a direct resource for the public.
I am glad to subscribe — even if I
sometimes don’t see eye-to-eye with
every editorial.

May this newspaper be around for
years and years and years.

Mercedes Fol-Okamoto
Westfield

Message to The Democrat Party:
Stop, Look And Listen

Stop, look and listen, that is the
message I bring to the members of the
Democratic Party across this great
land of ours. Your Democratic Party
has a proud history of making America
great in the election of such presi-
dents as Franklin Delano Roosevelt
who not only brought us out of the
depression with the social programs
of the CCC (Civilian Conservation
Core) and the WPA (Work Progress
Administration). This great demo-
cratic president also won the war for
our great nation, a war that was to end
all wars. Sadly, that truth failed.

In 1960 one of the greatest demo-
cratic presidents ever to be elected
changed the course of history. This
president was John Fitzgerald
Kennedy, the youngest and first Catho-
lic president. This young Irish Ameri-
can took on a world that was on fire.
From the civil rights movement in the
South to Little Rock Arkansas, he
championed the cause of the African-
American’s civil rights, the rights to
be equal and just. Though he never
lived to see the Civil Rights Act be-
come law due to a bullet from an
assassin’s gun, the Civil Rights Act
and law was passed and lives after
him.

This was not the only issue that
challenged this young president, there
was a missile crisis in Cuba where he
stood toe to toe with the Russian

dictator Khrushchev who acquiesced
and removed the missiles from that
island nation.

To further embrace the democratic
greatness and contributions to our
American standard, history was made
in the election of the first African-
American president, not once but
twice.

Let this be the legacy of the Demo-
cratic Party.

Don’t let these Nazi and brown
shirt tactics used by the media and the
west coast connection be a part or
synonymous with the Democratic
Party. Their acts of violence, bigotry,
their disregard of First and Second
Amendment rights against all those
who support your president and my
president, President Trump. Their
actions are the genesis of a totalitar-
ian society.

That last sentence gets you to the
title of this article, stop, look and
listen. Stop; think before you act on
their message. Look; their violent
actions and Listen; through the trans-
parency of their words. Words of hate,
bigotry and violence.

To all Democrats, this is the mes-
sage I bring to you, use all your power
and strength to bring the Democratic
Party back to civility and to the true
meaning of the Democratic Party.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

GWACC Thanks All For
Summer FanJam Event Support

On behalf of The GWACC [Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce], I would like to extend my sin-
cere appreciation to the thousands of
attendees who have helped make our
2nd annual Fanwood Summer FanJam
event in LaGrande Park, Fanwood such
a great success. This year we had visi-
tors to FanJam from as far away as
Kearney, Short Hills, East Windsor,
Hoboken and Brooklyn, as well from
all of our local towns. The event direc-
tor and GWACC Board member, Aimee
Nuzzo, spent months coordinating all
the behind the scenes activity to bring
this event to Fanwood and she deserves
the recognition for a job well done.

A big thank you goes to the Borough
of Fanwood, Mayor Collen Mahr and
Council, borough administration, the
Chief of Police, the Fire Department,
the First Aid Squad and the Department
of Public Works for all of their efforts
to keep the event safe and clean. Mayor
Mahr, who spent most of the day there,
stated, “This is a great event for
Fanwood to bring out the families and
enjoy a day in the park with music,
classic cars, food trucks, vendors and a
play area for the children.”

Our FanJam sponsors, who without
their generous support for this event

would not be possible, Station Square,
Spencer Savings Bank, Fanwood Ani-
mal Hospital, The Goddard School,
Sheelen’s Crossing, Two River Com-
munity Bank, Lightbridge Academy,
Unity Bank, Family Investors, Majek
Construction, Sean Quinn Remax,
Watchung Pediatrics and Dental Care
Associates, we thank you. The classic
car show, presented by Hot Rod Mike,
had over 150 vehicles on display. The
families came out and the children en-
joyed the rides. The entertainment con-
tinued on the stage until 7 p.m., high-
lighted by the AD/DC tribute band, Riff
Raff, and the headliner, Unforgettable
Fire, the fantastic U2 Tribute Band, who
played for almost two  hours to a large
crowd sitting on blankets and in their
lawn chairs and also watching from the
enlarged beer and wine garden.

Our next event will be in Westfield
when GWACC presents The Spencer
Savings Bank FestiFall on September
23rd. An expanded Kid’s Zone will be
located in the North Avenue Train Sta-
tion Parking area. Prospect Street will
be renamed Artist Alley for the day
with artists displaying their original
works. We hope to see you there.

Gene Jannotti
Executive Director, GWACC

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ossarium – A receptacle for the

bones or ashes of the dead
2. Sorema – A mass of carpels in a

single flower
3. Keratin – An albuminous substance

forming the principal matter of hair and
nails

4. Assot – To infatuate

LACHRYMAL
1. Putrid; foul-smelling
2. Excessively sweaty
3. Producing tears
4. Having a heavy, abnormal growth of

hair
VALETUDINARIANISM

1. A state of feeble health
2. A passing on of unfavorable genetic

traits
3. A state of purification or having

impurities removed
4. A state of excessive grief; very sad

DEBOUCH
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A pulling or plucking off
3. In military usage, to march out of a

confined place into open country
4. To belittle or humble

IMBROGLIO
1. A concealed dungeon with a trap

door at the top
2. A confusing situation
3. An outside staircase
4. A pleasant stroll

Letters to the Editor
Newspaper Policy

Your views are very important, and
we encourage you to write (e-mail to:
editor@goleader.com). Include your
name, address and a daytime phone
number for us to verify your author-
ship. We include the author’s name
and town with letters in the newspa-
per. Generally, letters are about 200
to 500 words in length. Letters that
are too long, plus grammar, punctua-
tion, unclear wording, redundancies
and spelling, are subject to editing.

Letters that address the issues and
that are void of personal attacks will
be considered.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

BOE Service Offers Opportunity
To Play Vital Role In Community

Will Capping Employee Insurance
Costs Cause Hike In Taxes?

It may be the peak of the summer season, but
incumbent and prospective school board members
likely already have fall on their minds. The deadline
for board of education candidates to file their nomi-
nating petitions is 4 p.m. on Monday, July 30, with
elections taking place on Tuesday, November 6.

The current terms of multiple sitting members of our
local school boards will expire this year. In Westfield,
these individuals include Board President Gretchan
Ohlig, Robert Garrison and Charles Ostroff. On the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education, the seats
of Vice-President Karen Kulikowski, Deb Brody and
Tonya Williams, all representing Scotch Plains, are up
this year. In Mountainside, Jeane Parker and Kate Motz
will wind up their present terms. The terms of Daniel
DeMarco, William Hulse and Maria Loikith on the
Cranford board likewise expire this year, as do those of
Vice-President Amanda Langston, Mary Ann Kjetsaa
and Tracey Roland on the Garwood board.

As always, we hope to see strong interest from
within our communities regarding service on our
school boards, among candidates and voters alike.
Board of education elections typically do not gener-
ate the level of attention that those for government
office do, especially now that they occur simulta-
neously in November, and particularly during a
pivotal political year like this one. However, the
roles and responsibilities of our school boards have
major impact on the education of our children from

preschool through senior high and how our tax
dollars will fund it.

Local boards of education are tasked with hammer-
ing out the annual school district budget, which repre-
sents the lion’s share of municipal property-tax bills.
Maintaining quality education without overburdening
taxpayers is a challenge all school boards wrestle with
each year. Additionally, board members are involved in
often complex contract negotiations; establishing stan-
dards and policies covering everything from curricula
to health/safety to buildings and grounds, and mapping
out multi-year strategic plans, among other functions.

Of course, like other elected offices, school board
service requires a substantial commitment. This
commitment includes attending regular meetings of
the full board along with separate committee meet-
ings, preparation, plus the juggling of board duties
and family, job and other obligations.

Local school districts and the students entrusted to
them need effective, empathetic leadership. We com-
mend our school board members for their willingness
to serve and hope others will be similarly inspired as
opportunities arise. Likewise, we urge all residents to
be attentive to the issues, candidates and their plat-
forms. Information on school board petitions, includ-
ing a downloadable petition, can be obtained at
unioncountyvotes.com/candidate-petition. Petitions
also can be picked up at the Union County Clerk’s
Main Office, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth, Room 113.

.

In the heat of state budget negotiations last week,
few New Jerseyans likely noticed that legislation,
Senate Bill No. 2606, was quietly introduced on July
1 by Senator Joe Cryan (D-20th, Union) that would
cap the amount of money public employees pay in
health benefits while making additional changes to
health care benefits for school employees. The bill
would reverse some of the provisions made during
the public employees benefits overhaul in 2011 per
an agreement championed by former Republican
Governor Chris Christie and Democratic State Sen-
ate President Steve Sweeney.

The Cryan legislation would tie employees’ pre-
mium share for health benefits to a percentage of their
salary instead of the premiums, which currently is
done. The legislation impacts all public employees,
not just those employed by school districts.

According to the New Jersey Education Associa-
tion (NJEA), “This bill...would reduce the amount
most NJEA members pay toward their health insur-
ance and return fairness to the bargaining table.” The
NJEA said a law approved in 2011 “removed health
benefits from the collective bargaining process, set-
ting a four-year schedule of mandatory premium
sharing based on the premium itself.” The union
states that “an unintended consequence of this law is
that many school employees have seen declining
take-home pay since 2011.”

Prior to the 2011 law, referred to as Chapter 78,
workers were paying 1.5 percent of their salaries for
health care. The 2011 law increased that to 3 percent
of insurance premiums. News articles at the time
reported high-income earners were paying up to 35

percent of their premiums for family insurance plans.
Mr. Cryan’s Senate Bill No. 2606 “imposes a cap on
contributions for health care benefits coverage that
may be required of any public employee, not just
school district employees, at 3 percent of base salary
for individual coverage, 4 percent of base salary for
individual and adult or individual and children cover-
age, and 5 percent of base salary for family coverage.”

The bill also would require that the School Em-
ployees’ Health Benefits Program (SEHBP) allow
boards of education to include employees who work
at least 20 hours per week. The law had raised that
number to 25 hours in 2010. The NJEA also wants
health benefits to be part of collective bargaining.

Our concern is the impact on property taxes. If
school boards and government entities impacted by
the bill are going to have to pick up a larger share of
insurance premiums they may have to reduce the
amount paid in salaries in future contracts. Increases
in benefits that exceed 2 percent over the previous
year are calculated outside of the 2-percent cap.

We would like to see what impact capping school
employee healthcare deductions will have on school
taxes as taxpayers simply cannot afford higher wages
and higher benefit costs.

In addition, Governor Phil Murphy also has signed
legislation whereby those without health insurance
will have to pay a fine starting next year when the
federal mandate as part of ObamacCare/Affordable
Care Act is scheduled to end.

Shouldn’t New Jersey seek to attract more health
insurance carriers to increase competition like the
state did for automobile insurance?


