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    convenient care,  
           right at home.

8000 Fellowship Road  |  Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org  |  877-708-1121

Fellowship Village Helping Hands Home Care brings you the 
care you need, right to your home. Our certified home health 
aides can help in so many ways. From medication management 
and transportation, to assistance with bathing and dressing.  
Our certified home health aides are available for hourly or live-in 
assistance. Even if it’s just a little help with light housekeeping  
and laundry, it may be all you need to keep living well —  
in your own home.

New Vehicle Design In
Tribute to Patrolman Hand

A TRIBUTE TO PATROLMAN HAND...The Cranford Police Department is
paying tribute to a fallen officer, Patrolman Robert F. Hand, with its new vehicle
design, which also incorporates a gold police seal that was previously used on
township police cars from the 1960s through 1991. Patrolman  Hand, who died in
the line of duty on February 11, 1975, is being remembered by a badge memorial
decal affixed on the rear tailgate of each police car.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Police Department is paying tribute
to fallen officer, Patrolman Robert F.
Hand, with its new vehicle design,
which also incorporates a gold police
seal that was previously used on town-
ship police cars from the 1960s
through 1991.

According to Police Chief Ryan
Greco, “We wanted to integrate mod-
ern and classic aspects of law en-
forcement into the new design.” To-
day, the Cranford Police Department
fleet, which consists primarily of Ford
Police Interceptor Utilities, incorpo-
rates the traditional black and white
police vehicle paint scheme with bold
gold lettering.

In addition, Patrolman Hand,
who died in the line of duty on
February 11, 1975, is being re-
membered by a badge memorial
decal affixed on the rear tailgate of
each police car.

The design is being implemented
on older vehicles as well as new cars
being rotated into service.

Captain Joseph Van Bergen was
primarily responsible for the new
design and has been instrumental
in the upfitting of Cranford’s po-

lice vehicles since the 1990s. “I
wanted to keep the design clean
and simple, while incorporating
symbols of the department’s tra-
dit ions,” stated Captain Van
Bergen.

For those desiring a closer look at
the new design, the Cranford Police
Department plans on having a ve-
hicle on display for this year’s Na-
tional Night Out scheduled for Tues-
day, August 7.

Cranford Couple to Chair
Nonprofit CASA Gala

CRANFORD — Last fall, Bobbi
and Craig Anderson were among sev-
eral hundred guests at the Foster the
Dream Gala fundraiser for Court
Appointed Special Advocates
(CASA) of Union County, a volun-
teer-powered organization that pro-
tects the best interests of Union
County’s abused, neglected or aban-
doned children removed from home
and placed in foster care. By evening’s
end, the Cranford couple says they
felt “incredibly moved” by the plight
of these child victims in their own
community, and were determined to
help do something about it.

Less than a year later, the Andersons
are doing just that, as benefit chairs for
this year’s gala on Friday, November
2, at the newly renovated Gran Centu-
rions in Clark. Guests will enjoy din-
ner, dancing, drinks, silent and live
auctions, wine pull, mystery-prize bags
and presentation of both the Dream-
Keeper Award for Outstanding
Volunteerism and the Honorable Jo-
Anne B. Spatola Dream-Maker Award.

Bobbi, a real estate agent with
Keller Williams in Westfield, and
Craig, a senior relationship manager
with Brazilian bank Itaú Unibanco in
Manhattan, have three children —
two daughters and a son — ranging
from high school sophomore to col-
lege sophomore. Their Cranford roots
run deep; Craig was raised there and
the train station is dedicated to his
father, Richard, who served as direc-
tor of NJ Transit’s Commuter Divi-
sion.

Bobbi said, “With everything hap-
pening in the world, and the situation
with immigrant children, it’s espe-
cially rewarding to be able to give
hands-on help to kids right here at
your feet. It’s a problem many don’t
realize is there.” She added, “Craig
and I have good friends who have
fostered and adopted, and we’ve ad-
mired that; CASA is a way to give
something to the kids out there,
whether time or money. Just stepping
up to help.”

Marla Higginbotham, CASA’s ex-
ecutive director, said, “I am elated the
Andersons are so fully on board, not
only in their role as benefit chairs, but
in their understanding of our work
and mission, and the need for those
able to step up to do so. They’re a
wonderful example of working within
their own community to make a dif-
ference. The gala is always a great
time, and as the nonprofit’s premier
fund-raising event, its success is cru-
cial to ensuring we continue not only
to serve the fragile youth we do, but

grow and train more members of the
community to serve more children.”

Since 2005, CASA of Union County
has recruited, trained, supervised and
supported volunteers to advocate for
abused, neglected and abandoned chil-
dren placed in foster homes or resi-
dential facilities. There are nearly 600
Union County youth in care, and half
are still in need of a CASA volunteer to
be their constant and protect their best
interests. For gala tickets or sponsor-
ship opportunities, call Phyllis Dunlop
at (908) 293-8141. To learn more about
becoming a CASA volunteer, call
Courtney Green at (908) 293-8136.

Bobbi and Craig Anderson

School Board Petitions
Due Monday, July 30
COUNTY – Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi reminds Union
County residents seeking school
board positions in their municipal-
ity that the deadline for filing their
nominating petitions is Monday,
July 30, before 4 p.m., in the main
office of the County Clerk, at 2
Broad Street in Elizabeth, Room
113.

A new law effective July 1 per-
mits school board candidates to
circulate petitions jointly and be
bracketed together on the ballot if
they wish with one or two other
candidates. The new law also per-
mits a short non-political slogan
not to exceed three words. Candi-
dates are required to file a specific
affirmation that they have not been
convicted of crimes that would dis-
qualify them from office with their
petition.

For more details about school
board peti t ions,  including a
downloadable petition, visit the
County Clerk’s elections website
online at unioncountyvotes.com/
candidate-petition. A petition also
can be obtained in person at the
main office in Elizabeth.

Main office hours are 8:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day. The office may be reached by
phone during office hours at (908)
527-4996 with any inquiries re-
garding elections in Union County.

For all Union County Clerk pro-
grams and services, visit ucnj.org/
county-clerk.

Rally Planned Against
High-Density Housing
TRENTON — Assembly Minority

Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) has announced plans for a
rally against state-imposed high-den-
sity housing. The rally will be held on
the steps of the Statehouse Annex in
Trenton on Thursday, September 20,
at 10 a.m.

Appeals Court Denies Bid
Protest in Kehler Project

WESTFIELD — A protest filed by
one of the vendors who bid on the
contract for the summer work on
Kehler Stadium has been denied by
the Appellate Division of the Supe-
rior Court of New Jersey, clearing the
way for work on the stadium to begin.
The appeals court affirmed a previ-
ous decision by a lower court.

“We are pleased with the appeals
court decision and eager to get started
on the Kehler Stadium renovations,”
said Westfield Public Schools Busi-
ness Administrator Dana Sullivan as
the appellate decision was announced
on July 5. “While we remained confi-
dent that the appeal lacked merit and
would be denied, we are frustrated
that this unwarranted bid protest has
set the project back by two months.”

Work on Kehler Stadium to replace
the turf field, track, blacktop, bleach-
ers and to renovate the bathrooms
had been scheduled to begin in early
May after the contract was awarded
to the lowest responsible bidder, Your
Way Construction, Inc. of Irvington.
The board approved the Kehler con-
tract on March 19.

“The district’s athletic department
worked to relocate spring sports in
order for work on the stadium to
begin on time,” Ms. Sullivan said at
the May 8 Westfield Board of Educa-
tion meeting, adding that plans for the
Kehler Stadium project had been care-
fully reviewed for more than a year,
involving architects, engineers, dis-

trict administrators, members of the
board’s facilities and finance com-
mittees and the full board.

H & S Construction & Mechanical,
Inc. of Elizabeth, the third lowest
bidder in the process, filed a bid pro-
test which was denied on April 13 by
Superior Court Judge Karen M.
Cassidy, the assignment judge for
Union County who presided over the
complaint proceedings.

On April 16, H & S Construction
& Mechanical filed an appeal which
was heard on June 7 by the appellate
division.

Due to the delay caused by the H &
S complaint, Ms. Sullivan said the
Kehler Stadium renovations will not
be completed by the start of the new
school year. She said the district is
working with Your Way Construction,
Inc. to develop a revised work sched-
ule to minimize the impact on fall
sports and other district activities.

Did You Know?
TRENTON — Ten thousand pa-

tients have joined the Department of
Health’s Medicinal Marijuana pro-
gram since the Murphy Administra-
tion began in January, for a total of
25,000 patients and 1,000 caregivers
participating, according to the New
Jersey Department of Health.

 Sixty-three hundred of the 10,000
new patients have one of the six new
medical conditions added at the end
of March.
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BRING RESULTS SAFETY REWARDED...The Cranford Police Department and Children’s
Specialized Hospital Safe Kids Union County teamed up to launch the “B Hard
Headed” campaign in May. The campaign is a safety initiative that uses positive
reinforcement as a way to educate the importance of helmet safety and brain
injury prevention. Children in Cranford caught by police practicing safe
behaviors, like wearing their bicycle helmet, were issued a summons redeemable
for a free slice of pizza at a local pizza establishment. In addition, the summons
entered the child into a raffle for a new bicycle which was donated by Children’s
Specialized Hospital. This year’s raffle winner was 7-year-old Owen Wolfe of
Cranford. Owen was caught wearing his bicycle helmet, riding along North
Union Avenue, by Patrolman Kelly Rieder. Owen and his family picked up the
new bicycle this week, just in time to enjoy it for the summer. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Amelia Wolfe, Chris Wolfe, Det./Sgt. Eugene Perrotta, Owen
Wolfe, and Det. Steven D’Ambola.


