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Courtesy of DeHanes Photography
WHEEE!...These youngsters enjoy one of the rides at the second annual Fan Jam Summer Rock Concert and Food Truck
Festival held Sunday at Fanwood’s La Grande Park. Sponsored by the Borough of Fanwood and the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, Fan Jam also featured six regional rock bands, 20 food trucks, exhibitors, vendors and classic cars.

Downtown Design Survey Results
Revealed by Redevelop. Panel
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — More than
2,100 respondents, mostly township
residents, recently took part in a sur-
vey designed to get input about ar-
chitectural styles for the downtown
business district, and the clear pref-
erence among the six options was a
design that looks like Princeton’s
downtown.

The survey by the downtown re-
development committee was con-
ducted in early June as part of the
redevelopment efforts in the first
phase of the downtown, which en-
compasses properties in the area
bounded by Park Avenue, East Sec-

ond Street and Westfield Avenue,
Grand Street, Forest Road and Front
Street.

The initial focus is expected to be
on the publicly-owned properties
where the municipal building and
library and the adjoining municipal
parking lots are presently located.
First up is likely to be the municipal
building property but not before a
new facility has been built elsewhere
in town for the police and north-side
fire departments and the rescue
squad.

The June survey provided six ar-
chitectural designs of varying styles,
among them one depicting
Princeton’s downtown, another

showing the mixed-use development
on North Avenue in Garwood and
another showing a more sleek and
modern appearance. Thirty-three
percent of those responding to the
survey selected the Princeton de-
sign, with the second-place choice
being a design similar to that found
in a section of downtown Corning,
N.Y.

Most township residents, regard-
less of whether they identified as
renters or owners, chose the
Princeton design, as did most down-
town business owners and business
tenants. Indeed, the redevelopment
committee came away from a recent
tour of downtown Princeton im-
pressed by the architectural design
as well as the general layout of build-
ings and open space. Committee
member Paulette Coronato said last
month after the tour that she and
several other committee members
had recently toured downtown
Princeton and concluded that its ar-
chitecture, design and style were “an
ideal situation for Scotch Plains to
emulate” in its own downtown.

At a planning board meeting last
month, planner Michael Mistretta,
who is advising the township on re-
development matters and led the
Princeton tour, told the board that he
had seen Princeton’s downtown deal
with many of the same issues that
Scotch Plains presently is wrestling
with, such as an excess of surface
parking lots. He said those surface
lots in Princeton — similar to what
currently exists in Scotch Plains next
to the municipal building and behind
the stores along Park Avenue — were
replaced by several parking struc-
tures that are not visible from the
street. In addition, large public pla-
zas connect pedestrians and shop-
pers to the library and to local res-
taurants. He called Princeton’s ex-
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHECKMATE...It's National Park and Recreation Month, and the Scotch Plains
Recreation Department is sponsoring a series of events throughout July, including
Monday evening's Games on the Green at Alan Augustine Village Green.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
CLASSICS...The second annual Fan Jam Summer Rock Concert and Food
Truck Festival took place at Fanwood’s La Grande Park on Sunday. Sponsored
by the Borough of Fanwood and the Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, Fan Jam also featured six regional rock bands, 20 food trucks,
exhibitors, vendors and classic cars.

Courtesy of DeHanes Photography
ROCKIN’ AND ROLLIN’...The second annual Fan Jam Summer Rock Concert
and Food Truck Festival took place at Fanwood’s La Grande Park on Sunday.
Sponsored by the Borough of Fanwood and the Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce, Fan Jam featured six regional rock bands, including the one above.

Planning Board Discusses
Affordable-Housing Issues

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With an
agenda free of any formal applica-
tions, the planning board on Mon-
day spent some time discussing af-
fordable-housing issues and the im-
pact of additional housing on towns.

Prior to the board’s adjournment,
Vice-Chairman Joseph Doyle called
his colleagues’ attention to an edi-
torial he had recently read about
affordable-housing obligations.
Scotch Plains earlier this year con-
cluded litigation that will result in
several hundred affordable units
being built in several areas of town,
including the downtown business
district as part of the overall effort
to redevelop the central business
district. Other sites include the
Bowcraft Amusement Park on Route
22, the Lamberts Mill Road prop-
erty where the Amberg garden cen-
ter is now located, the former Parker
Garden site on Terrill Road, a tract
of land on North Avenue next to the
Charlie Brown’s restaurant, on
Jerusalem Road across from Scotch
Hills Country Club and on Beryl-
lium Road and Waldheim Avenue
off Plainfield Avenue.

Mr. Doyle wondered aloud why

the township simply could not just
build the affordable units it was
obligated to build without having to
build the additional market-rate
housing that is being planned. Board
Chairwoman Paulette Coronato
asked, “If we need all this afford-
able housing, why are we building
all this extra housing?” Mayor
Alexander Smith pointed out that
builders make their money on the
market-rate housing and said it goes
a long way in recouping the build-
ers’ initial outlays in purchasing the
land.

Mrs. Coronato said the additional
market-rate housing inflates the
prices of other market-rate homes.
The mayor warned of possible ex-
cess housing inventories, saying that
if towns end up building to the lev-
els mandated by the courts, “there’s
no way they’ll all be filled.”

Mr. Doyle asked whether the goal
was to build affordable housing or
more market-rate housing, adding,
“Something is off-balance in the
whole thing.” He said the present
mandates “undermine good plan-
ning” in several regards, including
infrastructure and roads. “We’ll end
up with an unrecognizable commu-
nity,” he warned.

Recreation Commission
Seeks Resident Feedback

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At Monday’s
recreation commission meeting, Com-
mission Chairman Mike Walsh stated
that community feedback remains
important to future event scheduling.
Mr. Walsh said the commission is
seeking “sincere feedback” on what
residents want regarding future pro-
gramming and opinions on previous
events. The commission needs feed-
back that is “representative” of the
entire resident demographic, he said.

Recreation Commission Vice-

Chairman Alfonse Akins said creat-
ing a survey which can be distributed
or accessed by residents is a “good
way” to ask residents “what they
think.” Mr. Akins said each commis-
sioner could create a list of questions,
which could then be reduced to 10
questions to send out in a survey.

How long the survey will be, what
the questions will pertain to, and how
the survey will be distributed have
not yet been finalized, Mr. Walsh
said.

“It’s important for residents to un-
derstand we are listening to their opin-
ions and take their survey responses
very seriously,” Mr. Walsh said.

Mr. Akins stated that feedback from
the recent Father’s Day Golf Tourna-
ment at Scotch Hills Country Club
“was very, very positive.” Mr. Akins
said he received feedback because he
walked the course for all three tour-
nament days over Father’s Day week-
end.

He said many residents asked, “why
isn’t there something for Mother’s
Day weekend?”

“So it looks like we can come up
with an event for Mother’s Day now,”
said Mr. Akins, emphasizing resident
feedback fosters an increase in resi-
dent participation because the events
are desired before the commission
starts planning them.

In other business, the gate surround-
ing the tennis courts at Green Forest
Park will remain locked on the St.

Bartholomew Academy side. The
courts will be accessible for residen-
tial use throughout the summer, “just
not accessible anymore by the St.
Bartholomew opening,” stated Parks
and Recreation Director DJ Salvante.

Mr. Salvante said the Parks and
Recreation Department received a
letter from the St. Bartholomew Acad-
emy suggesting “teenagers had been
using foul language while using the
church as a cut through.”

Those accessing Green Forest Park
and the tennis courts are no longer
allowed to park in the St.
Bartholomew parking lot as per St.
Bartholomew representatives’ re-
quests. St. Bartholomew is going to
place a sign directing parking else-
where, Mr. Salvante said.

Mr. Salvante said the Parks and
Recreation Department continues to
celebrate July as National Park and
Recreation Month.

On Monday, July 23, on the Alan
M. Augustine Village Green, “Raid-
ers of the Lost Ark” will begin at 8:15
p.m. Movie-goers should bring chairs
or blankets to sit on, stated Mr.
Salvante. The movie is free.

Every Saturday throughout July at
Brookside Park, located at 1255
Hetfield Avenue, instructor Carmen
Chicola is hosting a free “Sunrise
Yoga” class in a “serene park set-
ting.” However, participants should
bring their own yoga mat, stated Mr.
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Residents Form Coalition
Against Ice Rink at Gumbert

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A group of resi-
dents who neighbor Gumbert Park
have formed the Gumbert Park Neigh-
borhood Coalition (GPNC) to collec-
tively oppose the implementation of
an ice rink at the park.

On May 22, the town council au-
thorized the mayor to execute a lease
agreement with a private business,
Arena Realty Partners, LLC (ARP),
to erect a temporary, full-size ice rink
atop the basketball courts at Gumbert
Park, located between North Avenue,
Fourth Avenue and South Chestnut
Street. ARP, which additionally owns
the indoor ice rink Union Sports Arena
on Route 22, also has proposed to
have bathrooms, a skate rental office,
a chiller, Zamboni storage, changing
rooms and a dumpster area located at
the park facility. The town is still
negotiating the terms of the agree-
ment and is planning to finalize the
terms within the week, Town Attor-
ney Thomas Jardim told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

A letter on behalf of the GPNC was
sent by attorney Robert Simon of
Herold Law last Thursday to the
mayor and town council and copied
to the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
Green Acres Program, Mr. Jardim;
Kathleen Neville, the town’s zoning
official, the Westfield Recreation
Department and ARP.

The GPNC opposes the project “for
a myriad of reasons, including the
enormous detrimental impact the pro-
posed development and intensifica-
tion of use of Gumbert Park will have
on the surrounding residential neigh-
borhood, with inevitable adverse im-
pacts of noise, light pollution, off-site
parking, and traffic,” the letter states.

In summation of the letter, the
GPNC is seeking that the town coun-

cil and mayor file a formal applica-
tion with the NJDEP Green Acres
Program and receive approval from
the NJDEP commissioner, as well as
file an application with the town’s
zoning board of adjustment to seek
approval for the relief necessitated
by the town’s Land Use Ordinance
and the New Jersey Municipal Land
Use Law (MLUL), including use and
bulk variance relief and site plan ap-
proval. The GPNC’s position is that
the project is in violation of the Green
Acres regulations, the MLUL and the
town’s ordinance.

Green Acres places restrictions that
“prohibit the town from changing,
varying or altering the use of the
property” without first having ap-
proval from the NJDEP commis-
sioner, the letter states. GPNC asserts
that since the proposed ice rink will
be enclosed in a tent, it is therefore an
indoor facility, which is in violation
of Green Acres, which says the land is
to be used for public outdoor recre-
ation. In addition, since the rink will
only be accessible to those who pay
to enter and only accessible for pub-
lic use 8 percent of the operating
hours — the other 92 percent being
used for sessions by hockey teams
and clubs — the letter states the project
needs approval by the NJDEP.

“We have been working with the
Green Acres folks” to comply with
the Green Acres standards, Mr. Jardim
told The Times.

Mr. Jardim also disagreed with the
description of the rink being an in-
door facility. “It is not going to be
fully enclosed. I think it’s incorrect,”
Mr. Jardim told The Times.

The proposed use is not in line with
the MLUL, the letter asserts. It states
that since the ordinance says the park
is to be open for the general public,
operating a for-profit business that is
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