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Local Letters to the Editor
Many Issues Are Discussed In

Work Sessions In The Back Room
Cranford does not have a

newspaper and as a result the
citizens are ill informed about
the policies and decisions being
made by the township officials.

I was a Planning Board mem-
ber whose term ran out at the
end of 2017. The Mayor, Tom
Hannen, and the Planning Board
have broken the law that I am
aware of in relation to the Open
Public Meetings Act. The Mayor
has private meetings with de-
velopers as well as other offi-
cials. He is one of the most
underhanded officials that
Cranford has experienced. The
Planning Board attorney meets
with applicants during hearings
in the hall outside the view of
the public and the cameras.

Mayor Hannen and the Demo-
crat majority on the Planning
Board as well as the Township
Committee (a super majority)
are planning to tear down part
of the Cranford downtown along
both sides of North Avenue and
along Springfield Avenue and
replace those buildings with
four- story apartment houses
with retail on the bottom floors.
Eminent domain will be used if
necessary. There will be an-
other parking garage. Cranford

will lose the “quaintness” it is
known for as well as historical
buildings. Cranford has an anti-
quated sewer system and the
taxpayers are still paying the
interest on the debt for the park-
ing garage at Cranford Cross-
ing.

Please watch the agendas, at-
tend all the Planning Board and
the Township Committee meet-
ings. Many issues are discussed
in the work sessions in the back
room of the municipal building
before the public meetings.

Ann Steinbach
Cranford

 Well I have to say, it feels
really good to be back for an-
other three years on this Council.
I am truly honored that the people
of Garwood have put their confi-
dence in me for a third term.
Thank you to all of those that
supported me along the way,
especially my friends and family,
and all those that cast their vote
for me. I will work hard to serve
all the citizens of Garwood – the
ones that voted for me, the ones
that didn’t, and those that didn’t
make it out on November 7th.

I’d also like to welcome Rich
McCormack to the Council. While
serving on the Council has not
always been smooth sailing, as
there have been challenges, I’m
very optimistic about the trajec-
tory of Garwood. We are on a
positive path forward. In 2017
and even earlier, sometimes it
has appeared that the Council
does not always work together,
but I’d like to point out that more
times than not, this Council has
voted together.

I am dedicated to continuing to
debate the issues facing our bor-
ough, voting on them, and mov-
ing on to the next order of busi-
ness. I will continue to bring
passion to this job because that’s
how I feel about Garwood.

As a lifelong resident and volun-
teer for many organizations, I
love this town deeply. Anyone
that lives here and even others
that are learning about Garwood,
which is in some ways the best
kept secret of Union County, know
that it’s a special place. I will
continue to work to communicate
more effectively with the public.

The beauty of the new year is
the ability to in some ways hit the
reset button and to have a fresh
start. I truly hope this Council
can be more open and more pro-
active with tackling the issues.
With that said, I’d like to lay out
five goals I have for the new
year.

1. Obtain immunity with regards
to the affordable housing man-
date from the state as enforced

My Speech From GW Council Re-Organization Meeting
by the courts through 2025 in
order to protect the taxpayers
from expensive and unwinnable
builders’ remedy lawsuits. This
Council has made great strides
forward by meeting many of the
check-boxes required of us by the
judge in the order on Oct. 30th.

2. Invest responsibly in capital
purchases to ensure we are fo-
cused on the long-term. From
my time on Council, we’ve come
together to invest in emergency
management equipment, nu-
merous road projects, upgrad-
ing police department equipment
such as the dispatch center, and
two pieces for the DPW. The
DPW still has a number of pieces
of equipment that have outdated
their useful life. As I’ve said
before, I truly hope this area
becomes a priority for this Coun-
cil.

3. Work with the Mayor to ensure
my campaign promises of a citi-
zens advisory panel for capital
projects and a volunteer reward
program become a reality this year.

4. Continue to advocate for get-
ting more taxpayer dollars back
from Union County and that in-
cludes continuing the rotating
schedule for Councilmembers to
attend Freeholder meetings. I
know this is a challenging en-
deavor each year, but I am still
committed to seeing it through.

5. For the first time in my seven
years on Council, I have been
given the job of police commis-
sioner and it’s one that I am
honored to have. I am dedicated
to working with Chief Wright to
make sure our police depart-
ment is well supported and to
help launch more community po-
licing initiatives.

I wish everyone a very happy
new year!

Sara Todisco
Garwood Councilwoman

Baumann Named to
Kutztown Dean's List
KUTZTOWN, Pa. – Katelyn

Baumann of Cranford has been
named to the fall 2017 Dean's
List at Kutztown University.

More than 1,725 students have
been named to the list.

To be eligible for Dean's List, an
undergraduate student must be
registered for at least 12 credits
and have a minimum grade point
average of 3.60.

St. Michael’s School
Plans Open House Events

CRANFORD – St. Michael’s
School in Cranford will host a
series of open house events as
part of Catholic Schools Week.
Parents and prospective pre-
school through grade eight stu-
dents are invited to visit during
three sessions: Thursday, Janu-
ary 25, at 7 p.m..; Sunday, Janu-
ary 28, from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. and Wednesday, January
31, from 1 to 2 p.m. The school
is located at 100 Alden Steet in
Cranford.

Parents and students will have
the opportunity to tour the school
and enjoy conversation with Prin-
cipal Sandy Miragliotta, parents
and current students, who will be

assisting with each tour. Teach-
ers will also be available in their
classrooms to answer questions.
Registrations for the 2018-2019
school year, will be accepted at
these sessions.

St. Michael’s School is a mem-
ber of the National Catholic Edu-
cation Association (NCEA) and
accredited by the Middle States
Association Commission on El-
ementary Schools.  Primary, el-
ementary and middle school cur-
riculums are based on guidelines
set forth by the Archdiocese of
Newark to prepare students for
high school and beyond.

For more about St. Michael’s
School, please contact the school
at (908) 276-9425.

Probitas Verus Honos

Jaycees Blood Drive
Is This Saturday

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Jaycees Blood Drive will take
place this Saturday, January
13, from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
It will be held at the Cranford
Community Center, located at
220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.

Participants are asked to bring
identification with their signa-
ture or photo and birth date.
Individuals can donate if they
are between 17 and 75 years
old and in general good health.
Sixteen-year-olds can donate
with a parental consent form
and those 76 and over can
donate with a doctor’s note.
Attendees are asked to bring
their donor card if they have
one.

Samples of Moreno Gelato will
be available for all donors at
the blood drive. To sign up
online, visit tinyurl.com/
jayceesblooddrive. Walk-ins
also will be welcome. For more
information, call 1-(800) 933-
BLOOD.


