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GARWOOD — Board of educa-
tion members last week were
unable to agree on who should
lead the board in 2018, with two
candidates both receiving an
equal number of votes, a devel-
opment that means the Union
County Superintendent will se-
lect a new president.

At the board’s January 3 reor-
ganization meeting, both Susan
Groning and Christine Guerriero
received four votes to serve as
board president. A second vote
resulted in the same number of
votes for each candidate. Board
member Sal Piarulli, whose vote
could have broken the tie, was
absent from the meeting.

Board attorney John Geppert
said because a board president
had to be elected during the
board’s first meeting of the year,
the county superintendent, after
reviewing the resumes of Ms.
Groning and Ms. Guerriero, will
make a selection before the
board’s next meeting on Wednes-
day, January 17.

Borough resident Bruce Paterson
told the board that he had ob-
served “factions forming in local
Politics,” especially between Demo-
crats and Republicans on the bor-
ough council, but said that factions
can emerge on non-partisan enti-
ties as well. He urged board mem-
bers to instead work cohesively for
a better community.

Beyond the standoff in select-
ing a president, Amanda
Langston was approved as board
of education vice-president for
2018. The board also approved
several board members for state
representative positions. Board
member Linda Koenig will serve
on the Union County Educational
Services Commission Board.

Ms. Guerriero and Ms. Langston
were approved as Ms. Koenig’s
alternates. Ms. Guerriero will re-
main as the Clark Board of Edu-
cation liaison. Board member

Tracey Roland will serve as a
New Jersey School Boards Asso-
ciation delegate, with Mary Ann
Kjetsaa serving as an alternate.
Board member Tina Simitz will
serve as Union County School
Boards Association delegate with
Ms. Langston chosen as an alter-
nate for Ms. Simitz.

Board members will also serve
on several subcommittees, in-
cluding education and public re-
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CRANFORD — The new street
lamps installed in the downtown
have struck some residents as
being too bright, and as a way to
remedy that the Department of
Public Works has installed dim-
mer switches on eight lamps on
a portion of Miln Street as a
means to test if that alleviates
the concern, Township Engineer
William Masol said at a workshop
meeting of the township com-
mittee Monday. The lamps are
each 10,000 lumens, and with a
dimmer switch can be dimmed to
4,500 lumens. They have a K
value of 4,000, which is a white
light as opposed to a yellow light,
he said.

In 2015, the historical society
advised the committee to add an
amber film coating to the new LED
lights to give a softer glow remi-
niscent of the historical gas lights
previously used in the township.

To the contrary, Commissioner
Mary O’Connor had said, “other
people say they look cleaner and
safer.”

Installation of a new traffic light
at the intersection of Alden Street
and North Union Avenue, as well
as the paving of Alden Street, is
to get underway in March, Mr.
Masol said.

Other paving projects to begin
this year include Oak Lane, sched-
uled to be paved by Elizabethtown
Gas. Pine Street, Hawthorne
Street and Riverside Drive are to
be paved to close out the 2017
paving project, he said.

The next flood control projects
on tap include Phase 2B of the
storm drainage and flood man-
agement improvement projects
in the northeast quadrant of the
flood zone, as well as the desilting
of the Rahway River and dam
replacements there. Mott

MacDonald is the engineer hired
to complete these jobs, which
are to be finished this year, Mr.
Masol said.

The township committee an-
nounced it is to hold a special
meeting to discuss the budget on
Saturday, January 27. The com-
mittee had discussed the possi-
bility of this in previous work-
shop meetings as a means to
include more residents in the
budget process. A place or time
was not announced.

An e-mail was received by a
group of concerned residents per-
taining to the use of animals in
circuses and events in the town-
ship, Commissioner Patrick Giblin
said. Mr. Giblin suggested the
committee relay the concerns to
the Chamber, which runs most of
these events.

The committee also held an
executive session prior to and at
the conclusion of the public ses-
sion to discuss vacant property,
contractual matters with Maser
Consulting and NJ Transit, and
personnel matters pertaining to
the tax collector.

Courtesy of Krystal Zawoysky
NEW COUNCILMAN...Richard McCormack is sworn as a member the Garwood
Borough Council by Borough Clerk Clerk Christina Ariemma at the January 2
reorganization meeting. Holding the Bible are his grandsons, Peyton, Hunter
and Mason Zawoysky

Garwood BOE Fails to Elect President for ’18
lations, policy, buildings and
grounds, and negotiations. Those
committee members and chair-
persons will be announced at the
January 17 meeting.

Three board members — Ms.
Guerriero, Ms. Koenig and new
member Albert Del Conte — were
sworn-in last week to three-year
terms ending in 2020 while Ms.
Kjetsaa was sworn in to serve a
one-year term.

MLK Food Donations
To Benefit Seniors

GARWOOD — In celebration of
the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of
Service, cans of soup and un-
opened crackers will be collected
in Garwood for distribution to
senior citizens. Residents can
help by bringing their donations
to Garwood Borough Hall, lo-
cated at 403 South Avenue, and
dropping them in the designated
box. Donations can be dropped
off any time now through Tues-
day, January 16.
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