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"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

CANNON RECORDS 2 PINS, ZIMMERMAN ADDS TF, PIN

Raiders Rout Westech, 61-15,
Montgomery, 45-20, in Mat Tri

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Plenty of Raider JV’s got the op-
portunity to step up to the varsity
ranks, while several varsity regu-
lars were rested, in what turned out
to be a Tri-Meet for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School wres-
tling team with Burlington County
Institute of Technology known as
Westech (W) and the Montgomery
Cougars in Scotch Plains on Janu-
ary 6. Even with the new faces on
the mat, the Raiders elevated their
record to 7-2 with a 61-15 thrashing
of Westech and a 45-20 triumph
over Montgomery.

“We are lucky where we are in that
area where we have 65-66 kids. So we
wanted to give these guys a couple of
bouts. I knew Montgomery was good,

so I didn’t want to switch around too
much with them. With Westampton,
we had an opportunity to get more
guys in, who haven’t gotten the chance
at varsity, plus I needed some guys to
sit out because I had to get their match
count down a little bit “ Coach John
Scholz explained. “It was a good team
effort all the way through.”

Of the three bouts that Westech
won, two were by fall and one was by
a very close, 4-3 decision won by
Jamil Kelly over Raider Matt Fleck at
132-lbs. In the first bout of the morn-
ing, Westech’s Ibrahim Kermen stuck
Kyle Rigney in a headlock at 113-lbs
in 4:47. The other win came at 170-
lbs when Jahaad Wilkins clamped
Tommy Ryan with a cradle in 1:03.

The Raiders’ first win came at 120-
lbs when Kyle Robinson used a

counter throw to pin Jarrell Brown in
5:03. Justin Sidebottom followed at
126-lb when he worked over Darius
Kitchen with a Merkel takedown and
a pair of tilts before pinning him in
2:31 with an arm bar/tight waist. After
the 132-lb bout, the Raiders reeled off
four straight wins to up their lead to
36-9, beginning with Bobby Root
accepting a forfeit at 138-lbs.

At 145-lbs, Jack Cannon used an
arm bar-and-wrist walkover to stack
Elijah Small in 2:54. Tim Roden fol-
lowed suit at 152-lbs when he settled
Zyaire Haskins in 2:27 with a head-
lock. Harrison Wustefeld converted a
slick ankle pick takedown to a head-
lock to stop Dylan Nguyen in 45 sec-
onds at 160-lbs. After the loss at 170-
lbs, the Raiders won the final five

BLUE DEVIL CROWLEY SCORES 12 PTS, FERRERO 10 PTS

Blue Devils Fall to UC Vikings
In Boys Basketball Clash, 53-45

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jaheim Tanksley scored a game-
high 15 points to lead Union Catholic
past Westfield in a boys basketball
game played on January 6, at Union
Catholic High School in Scotch Plains.
Union Catholic went on a 16-4 run to
start the third quarter, turning a slim
22-21, halftime lead over the Blue

Devils into a 38-25 advantage. The
Vikings then weathered a fourth quar-
ter Westfield rally that saw the lead
whittled down to 48-45 with a minute
and a half to play. Union Catholic
scored the last five points of the game
to claim their sixth straight win and
improved their record to 6-2 on the
season, while handing Westfield its
third straight defeat.

“We competed for rebounds today,”
said Westfield Head Coach Daryl
Palmieri. “We need to be better pro-
tecting the ball after we come up with
some of these loose balls. We lost a
couple of possessions after winning
the battle for the loose ball by making
a bad pass.”

Westfield (1-6) fought an uphill
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SCORING A GOAL...Kenneth Meyer scored a goal for the Blue Devils in their 4-1 victory over the Governor Livingston
Highlanders.

MEYER, OLIVERI, RITTENDALE, GAMBA FLICK IN GOALS

Blue Devil Icemen Top GL, 4-1,
Fall to Livingston Lancers, 2-0
Coming out of the holiday break

the Westfield High School varsity boys
ice hockey team head coach Joe
Bertucci knew that being rusty might
be an issue. “The boys have been
playing well, but as a coach, you
worry about slowing momentum with
time away from the ice,” said Bertucci.
His comments proved prescient early
in the squad’s first game of 2018
against Governor Livingston High
School. The Blue Devils came out a
bit sluggish against the Highlanders.

Despite being in control, the Westfield
offense had a tough time generating
quality scoring chances early. The typi-
cally stingy Westfield Blue Devil de-

fense, led by physical force Tanner
Devin, gave up an early 1-0 lead.

“Hey, that’s hockey sometimes”,
said Devin adding, “You’ve got to
keep grinding. We felt that if we could
stay out of the penalty box, we could
turn things around.”

Sure enough! Westfield broke
through with an absolute laser of a
shot by senior alternate captain Ken-
neth Meyer. Suddenly the Blue Dev-
ils tied the score and were on their
way. Junior Anthony Oliveri scored
when sophomore Trevor Tanella
forced Governor Livingston goalie
Nick Papa to cough up the puck deep
in his own zone. Oliveri pounced on

the biscuit and buried it in the back of
the net for what would eventually be
the game-winner.

Senior Captain Matt Rittendale was
the beneficiary of some pretty tic-tac-
toe passing from fellow seniors An-
drew Johnson-Milstein and Sean
Biglin to make it 3-1. The 4-1 final
came compliments of Sophomore Will
Gamba’s beauty of a clapper that went
bar down. Westfield goalie CJ Duffy
finished with 18 saves to earn the win.

In the second game of 2018, the
Blue Devils lost a tough contest with
an evenly matched Livingston High
School squad. The Lancers scored
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Wicked Weather Hampers
High School Sports Schedules

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONSIDERING A SHOT OR MAYBE A PASS...Blue Devil Sebastian Ferrero, left, checks out the UC Viking defense before
considering making a pass or taking a shot. Ferrero finished with 10 points but the Vikings won 53-45 on January 6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING HIM IN DEEP TROUBLE...Raider Zach Zimmerman, front, adds some back points on Montgomery’s Adam
Hassanin using an arm bar/wrist tilt in his 182-lb bout. Zimmerman later pinned Hassanin with a grapevine/chin hook.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports


