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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Letters to
the Editor

Remembering Gov.
Brendan Byrne

I’ve had the honor of knowing
Governor Byrne for many years, and
I’m deeply saddened by his passing.

He will be remembered for his in-
telligence and humor, as well as his
dedication to New Jersey that contin-
ued long after his two terms as Gov-
ernor. Few people have worked harder
to make the Garden State a better
place for all of its residents than
Brendan Byrne.

Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.
Westfield

Provides Validation For
All The Hard Work

To Dave [Corbin], Joe Natiello
here, Mark Natiello’s Dad. It was a
pleasure to meet you at the Westfield
HS vs. Union HS Boys’ Basketball
game on December 21.

This is just a quick note to say
thanks for your exhaustive coverage
of that game. The Boys’ Basketball
team had a tough year last year, and
given their difficult Union County
schedule, that may be the case again.
Given that most Westfield HS teams
have winning records, I know it’s
tough sometimes for kids to play on a
team that’s under .500.

Therefore, I know the parents and
the kids really appreciate the space
and ink you gave to the game. To
some degree it does provide some
validation for all the hard work they
put in. I appreciate it tremendously.

Thank You Again and all the Best
in ’18

Joe Natiello
Westfield

Many Issues Are Discussed In
Work Sessions In The Back Room

My Speech From The Garwood
Council Re-Organization Meeting

Cranford does not have a newspa-
per and as a result the citizens are ill
informed about the policies and deci-
sions being made by the township
officials.

I was a Planning Board member
whose term ran out at the end of 2017.
The Mayor, Tom Hannen, and the
Planning Board have broken the law
that I am aware of in relation to the
Open Public Meetings Act. The
Mayor has private meetings with de-
velopers as well as other officials. He
is one of the most underhanded offi-
cials that Cranford has experienced.
The Planning Board attorney meets
with applicants during hearings in the
hall outside the view of the public and
the cameras.

Mayor Hannen and the Democrat
majority on the Planning Board as
well as the Township Committee (a
super majority) are planning to tear

down part of the Cranford downtown
along both sides of North Avenue and
along Springfield Avenue and replace
those buildings with four- story apart-
ment houses with retail on the bottom
floors. Eminent domain will be used
if necessary. There will be another
parking garage. Cranford will lose
the “quaintness” it is known for as
well as historical buildings. Cranford
has an antiquated sewer system and
the taxpayers are still paying the in-
terest on the debt for the parking
garage at Cranford Crossing.

Please watch the agendas, attend
all the Planning Board and the Town-
ship Committee meetings. Many is-
sues are discussed in the work ses-
sions in the back room of the munici-
pal building before the public meet-
ings.

Ann Steinbach
Cranford

 Well I have to say, it feels really
good to be back for another three
years on this Council. I am truly hon-
ored that the people of Garwood have
put their confidence in me for a third
term. Thank you to all of those that
supported me along the way, espe-
cially my friends and family, and all
those that cast their vote for me. I will
work hard to serve all the citizens of
Garwood – the ones that voted for
me, the ones that didn’t, and those
that didn’t make it out on November
7th.

I’d also like to welcome Rich
McCormack to the Council. While
serving on the Council has not always
been smooth sailing, as there have
been challenges, I’m very optimistic
about the trajectory of Garwood. We
are on a positive path forward. In
2017 and even earlier, sometimes it
has appeared that the Council does
not always work together, but I’d like
to point out that more times than not,
this Council has voted together.

I am dedicated to continuing to
debate the issues facing our borough,
voting on them, and moving on to the
next order of business. I will continue
to bring passion to this job because
that’s how I feel about Garwood.

As a lifelong resident and volun-
teer for many organizations, I love
this town deeply. Anyone that lives
here and even others that are learning
about Garwood, which is in some
ways the best kept secret of Union
County, know that it’s a special place.
I will continue to work to communi-
cate more effectively with the public.

The beauty of the new year is the
ability to in some ways hit the reset
button and to have a fresh start. I truly
hope this Council can be more open
and more proactive with tackling the
issues. With that said, I’d like to lay
out five goals I have for the new year.

1. Obtain immunity with regards to

the affordable housing mandate from
the state as enforced by the courts
through 2025 in order to protect the
taxpayers from expensive and
unwinnable builders’ remedy law-
suits. This Council has made great
strides forward by meeting many of
the check-boxes required of us by the
judge in the order on Oct. 30th.

2. Invest responsibly in capital pur-
chases to ensure we are focused on
the long-term. From my time on Coun-
cil, we’ve come together to invest in
emergency management equipment,
numerous road projects, upgrading
police department equipment such as
the dispatch center, and two pieces
for the DPW. The DPW still has a
number of pieces of equipment that
have outdated their useful life. As
I’ve said before, I truly hope this area
becomes a priority for this Council.

3. Work with the Mayor to ensure
my campaign promises of a citizens
advisory panel for capital projects
and a volunteer reward program be-
come a reality this year.

4. Continue to advocate for getting
more taxpayer dollars back from
Union County and that includes con-
tinuing the rotating schedule for
Councilmembers to attend Freeholder
meetings. I know this is a challenging
endeavor each year, but I am still
committed to seeing it through.

5. For the first time in my seven
years on Council, I have been given
the job of police commissioner and
it’s one that I am honored to have. I
am dedicated to working with Chief
Wright to make sure our police de-
partment is well supported and to
help launch more community polic-
ing initiatives.

I wish everyone a very happy new
year!

Sara Todisco
Garwood Councilwoman

Chief Eric Evers Details
Summit Weekend Fire

In the early morning hours of Sunday,
December 31, 2017 with temperatures
far below freezing, the City of Summit
Fire Department received an emergency
call at 5 a.m. for a reported outside fire
against a building. Fewer than four min-
utes later, six Summit firefighters arrived
on the scene, and were met with 30-foot
flames coming from the structure.

The incident commander quickly es-
tablished command and reported that the
fire had spread rapidly to all floors of the
three-story occupied apartment building
with multiple occupants trapped at sec-
ond and third floor windows. Rapidly
accessing the magnitude of the situation,
the incident commander ordered his crew
to immediately begin rescue operations
and ordered additional firefighter re-
sources to the scene.

As firefighters began rescue opera-
tions, two occupants were forced to jump
from second floor apartment windows
due to the intensity of heat and smoke in
the building. One firefighter initiated
patient care for the two jumping victims,
while the remaining firefighters focused
their attention on two other trapped occu-
pants – one at a second floor window and
another on the third floor. The occupant
in the third floor window was threatening
to jump, as heavy smoke was starting to
surround him. Firefighters successfully
calmed the occupant, raised a ground
ladder and safely rescued him from the
building window. The firefighters then
repositioned the ground ladder and safely
rescued an occupant from a second floor
apartment window. Within 30 seconds of
saving the two occupants, both windows
became heavily engulfed in fire. In all, a
total of 12 families were affected by this
fire.

The ability of the Summit Fire Depart-
ment to respond anywhere in Summit
within eight minutes is a major factor in
the successful rescue of trapped occu-
pants at this incident. This focus of this

career department of 32 highly-skilled
career firefighters on training and capa-
bilities is critical to reducing loss of life
and property, and minimizing damage in
the 2,200+ emergency incidents re-
sponded to annually. The Summit Fire
Department is on duty 24 hours a day,
seven days a week and serves with a
mission to: “Provide the highest level of
fire protection and emergency service to
the public.”

The Summit Fire Department has an
outstanding working relationship with
our Summit Police Department, Division
of Public Works, Summit Volunteer First
Aid Squad and the American Red Cross,
as well as area fire departments from
Union and Essex counties. Many of these
agencies provided extraordinary assis-
tance and support at the Summit Avenue
incident and in many other fire-related
emergencies that occur each year in Sum-
mit.

Summit’s local business community
also plays a vital role during emergen-
cies. The Committed Pig restaurant closed
its doors for business and generously
transformed its restaurant into a shelter
for the 12 families displaced by the fire.
The Summit Area YMCA served as a
drop off point for donations of clothing
and furniture and is continuing to work as
a source of support for fire victims. The
Grand Summit Hotel housed some resi-
dents displaced by the fire. Other busi-
nesses such as Vita Organic Foods, Greek
Grill, Summit Diner and Dunkin Donuts
provided crucial support that morning as
well.

As Chief, I am extremely pleased and
proud that with minimal, initial resources
at the scene, the Summit Fire Department
successfully fulfilled our mission and put
our expert training into practice, con-
ducting critical rescues to ensure that no
lives were lost.

Fire Chief Eric Evers
Summit

Will There Be Non-partisanship
At Municipal Level In 2018?

Fifty Years Later, MLK’s Dream
Is Reflected In Community Service

This past week towns in the region held their
reorganization meetings. Based on what we have
heard, we are hopeful there will be non-partisanship
at the municipal level in 2018, something that has
been absent in Washington and Trenton.

In Westfield, Mayor Shelley Brindle has appointed
Democrats to chair each of the council’s four stand-
ing committees and Republicans as the vice-chairs.
In addition, each of the committees is divided be-
tween the two political parties, with two Democrats
and two Republicans on each of the committees. We
are hopeful that Mayor Brindle will reach across the
aisle to tap into the experience of the GOP incum-
bents and work for the good of all Westfield resi-
dents.

In our view, the council needs to also work with
both the board of education and the county freehold-
ers to ensure that Westfield’s interests are being met,
especially when it comes to fiscal responsibility.
Councilwoman Linda Habgood was among the many
elected officials around the county who attended
Sunday’s county reorganization meeting, as did
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and Garwood Coun-

cil President Jen Blumenstock and Garwood Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco.

In Garwood, Mayor Charles Lombardo appointed
Republican Councilman Joseph Sarno to chair the
finance committee. Was this an effort at bipartisan-
ship or a smooth political move to put Mr. Sarno on
the hot seat? Mr. Sarno expressed at several 2017
council meetings concerns with financial decisions
being made regarding the capital expenditure deci-
sions process. At the time, he stated emphasis should
have been placed on providing all council members
ample time to review financial decisions.

At Sunday’s county reorganization meeting, Union
County Freeholder Chairman Sergio Granados an-
nounced that a task force would be created on fiscal
efficiency. In our view, the new chairman should
reach out to the highest taxed towns of Summit and
Westfield for their input.

We also congratulate Congressman Leonard Lance
for again putting party politics aside by attending the
county reorganization meeting, as did Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick, the only elected Republican officials
in the room.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day observances next
week will be imbued with special significance and
solemnity, occurring just three months ahead of the
50th anniversary of the civil rights leader’s assassi-
nation.

Our local communities have long maintained a
collective commitment to honoring the legacy of Dr.
King through dialogue, community outreach and
interfaith programs that bring together neighbors of
different races, creeds, lifestyles and socio-eco-
nomic histories. These initiatives, though diverse in
form, are bound by a common thread — the promo-
tion of the unified society Dr. King dreamed of and
championed.

In Westfield, the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Association will host its 31st Annual Interfaith
Commemoration Service on Monday, January 15,
at 1 p.m., at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. With
“Bridging the Divide: Race in America” as its
theme, the service is scheduled to include represen-
tatives from various religious denominations and
civic groups, plus student essay contest winners,
with Union County Freeholder Linda Carter as
keynote speaker. Ms. Carter is the first African-
American woman to chair the freeholder board. A
procession from the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
monument at the South Avenue circle at 12:30 p.m.
will precede the service.

Neighboring Scotch Plains and Fanwood also will
again salute Dr. King during Monday’s Ninth An-
nual MLK Day of Service, during which adults and

youth are invited to participate in volunteer activi-
ties benefiting the community between 11 a.m. and
5 p.m. An opening program will be held at 10 a.m. at
the Jewish Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey in Scotch Plains. Additionally, two
discussion programs related to Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. will take place Monday at the Scotch Plains
Public Library. For information about the Day of
Service events, visit spfmlkday.wildapricot.org. In-
formation about the library discussions is available
at scotlib.org.

Cranford and Garwood residents will likewise
show their support for the principles espoused by Dr.
King. In Cranford, the Sixth Annual Dr. King Ser-
vice Fair, geared to all ages, will be held Monday
between 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. at the First Presbyterian
Church, while on Thursday, January 18, a Commu-
nity Interfaith Service honoring Dr. King is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. at the Trinity Episcopal Church in
Cranford. The Borough of Garwood, meanwhile, is
asking residents to donate food now through January
16 for senior citizens in need in conjunction with
MLK Day of Service programs.

We encourage residents of all our communities to
attend commemoration services and/or consider
participating in the various volunteer opportunities
that are planned next week in tribute to Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Fifty years after his death, his dream
remains a work in progress, yet each of us possesses
the ability to advance the ideals of unity and equality
ever further ahead.
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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Runnel – A small channel or water-

course
2. Glack – A narrow mountain pass
3. Dagswain – A rough or coarse cover

for a bed
4. Rugose – Full of wrinkles or ridges

SAMP
1. Thick soup prepared from barley
2. Slanted; steep
3. Coarse meal of Indian corn
4. Topsoil

ULTION
1. Revenge
2. Playful; sportive
3. Renewal or restoration
4. A delay; a hindrance; an obstacle

SAPHROPHAGOUS
1. Excessively fond of salt; salt eating
2. Feeding on decaying organic matter
3. Nectar gathering, such as with honey

bees
4. Subsisting only on plants

ROIN
1. To discolor or blacken as if by

burning
2. Twining about; twisting
3. Ringworm; a skin disease caused by

a fungus
4. A scab
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General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm
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Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check
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