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Planning Bd. Elects Officers,
Prepares For Busy Year

New Sheriff, Freeholder Sworn
In at Reorganization Ceremony

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The plan-
ning board kicked off what promises
to be a busy year on Monday night by
electing a new chairperson and a new
vice-chair.

Long-time member Paulette
Coronato, who served as vice-chair-
woman last year, was chosen as board
chairwoman for 2018, while Joseph
Doyle, who was chairman last year,
was chosen to serve as vice-chairman
this year. There also was some minor
reshuffling of the board’s roster, with

alternate member Carla Kelly being
named as a Class IV member, replac-
ing Marc Ginsberg, who left the board
at the end of last year. Mrs. Kelly’s
slot as an alternate member will be
filled through the end of this year by
Sonali Dalvi.

The planning board will be
heavily involved in the downtown
redevelopment efforts that are ex-
pected to move into high gear this
year. With a final settlement of liti-
gation regarding the township’s af-
fordable-housing obligations now
complete, it is expected that the
process of not only building new
housing but also expanding com-
mercial and retail space in the down-
town will start up in earnest some-
time in 2018.

The planning board will likely
hold public hearings next month on
the first phase of downtown rede-
velopment, which encompasses the
central business district along Park
Avenue. The initial focus will be on

the municipal-owned properties be-
tween Bartle Avenue and Grand Street
where the library and municipal park-
ing lot are located and on the town-
ship lot, municipal building and fire
house on Park Avenue.

A preliminary draft of the Phase 1
redevelopment report was submitted
to the planning board last month. That
report analyzed the several dozen
properties in the Phase 1 area to de-
termine which should be designated
as an Area in Need of Redevelop-
ment. Such a designation would give
the municipal government much
greater control over redevelopment
of those properties.

Meanwhile, the board will start the
process to prepare for its public hear-
ings by sending legal notices to all
interested parties — downtown prop-
erty owners, renters and lien-holders.
Once that process is complete, the
board can then start holding public
hearings at its first meeting in Febru-
ary, it is anticipated.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
pecially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Peter Corvelli of
Kenilworth was sworn in as the
county’s new sheriff while reelected
Freeholders Angel Estrada of Eliza-
beth and Chris Hudak of Linden
were sworn in for new terms along
with former Hillside Mayor Angela
Garretson, who began her first term,
during Sunday’s county reorgani-
zation meeting.

Senator-elect Joseph Cryan (D-
20th, Union), the now former sher-
iff, swore in Mr. Corvelli. Mr.
Corvelli, a former Kenilworth coun-

cilman, said during his remarks that
his passion is law enforcement, hav-
ing been a long-time police officer
and detective in Hillside.

Sheriff Corvelli said he would
continue several programs of his
predecessor such as C.L.E.A.R.,
which deals with addiction to opio-
ids. C.L.E.A.R. stands for Commu-
nity Law Enforcement Addiction
Recovery. Sheriff Corvelli said the
opioid epidemic “is out of control.”
He also said he would look to en-
hance the Project Lifesaver pro-
gram whereby a tracking unit is
placed on the wrist of someone suf-

fering from Alzheimer’s Disease.
“This (the Union County Sheriff’s

Office) will be the most professional
office in the state,” Sheriff Corvelli
said.

Freeholder Garretson was sworn
in by Governor-elect Phil Murphy
who attended the ceremony that was
held in the courtroom of Union
County State Superior Court As-
signment Judge Karen Cassidy. Ms.
Garretson has been an elected offi-
cial for 14 years, beginning with the
Hillside Board of Education in 2004,
then on the city council and later
with the mayor’s office. She re-
places Vernell Wright of Union, who
did not seek a third term. Ms.
Garretson said 2018 will be a “year
of new beginnings” for both the
county and the state.

During the business meeting that
followed the installation ceremony,
Freeholder Sergio Granados of
Elizabeth was named board chair-
man for 2018 while Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski of Cranford was
named vice-chairwoman.

Freeholder Estrada has been on
the board since 2000, while Free-
holder Hudak has been a freeholder
since he was first appointed to the
board in December of 2010. He was
sworn in by his father, Superior
Court Judge John Hudak.

As part of his initiatives, Mr.
Granados announced the creation
of the state’s first LGBTQ (Lesbian
Gay Bisexual Transgender Ques-
tioning) office, as well as the Office
for People With Special Needs,
noting that the latter office would
“provide recreational and social
opportunities for those with special
needs, as all residents deserve an
equal chance.” He also said the
county will unveil a sensory-friendly
trail in the Watchung Reservation.

He said in 2018 the county will
build turf fields in Plainfield, Sum-

AMERICAN DREAM...Some members of the Appezzato family of Scotch Plains
celebrate coming to America 60 years ago, on January 8, 1958. They came from a
small town in the Abruzzo region of Italy called Montazzoli, traveling by ship for
eight days across the Atlantic, and settled in Scotch Plains, N.J. They were part of
the many Italian families who helped build the town.
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FULL HOUSE...The courtroom of Union County Assignment Judge Karen Cassidy was packed for the annual Union County
government’s reorganization meeting at the Union County Courthouse on Sunday.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BRRRR!...Residents hardy enough to brave the new year's single-digit tempera-
tures were few and far between in downtown Scotch Plains, where wind chills
dropped below zero over the weekend.
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NEWEST FREEHOLDER...Angela Garretson takes the oath of office for free-
holder from Governor-elect Phil Murphy at Sunday’s reorganization meeting at
the Union County Courthouse. Holding the Bible is her mother, Lorraine Garretson.

Garwood Council Addresses
Hartman Park Funding

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — During Tuesday
night’s Garwood Borough Council
meeting, Councilwoman Sara Todisco
suggested the Buildings and Grounds
Committee draft a letter on the
council’s behalf asking if the board of
education would make financial con-
tributions to the Hartman Park reno-
vation project. The contribution could
be a percentage of the final project
cost, stated Ms. Todisco. Lincoln
School kindergarten classes use the
park during recess, as do other chil-
dren in the community during off-
school hours.

“While respecting the different
domains of the council and the school
board, ultimately tax dollars are tax
dollars, regardless of the entity using
them,” said Ms. Todisco.

Ms. Todisco stated the prevailing
wisdom is if the board of education
has a larger 2018 capital expenditure
budget compared to that of the coun-
cil, any financial assistance would be
less money further bonded at an inter-
est rate paid for by the taxpayer later

on, stated Ms. Todisco.
Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro

stated she supports a plan where the
residents will be held accountable for
the least money in the long run, in-
cluding less borrowed money.

“It would certainly not be an unrea-
sonable request given the school chil-
dren use Hartman Park,” said Ms.
Todisco.

Currently, the park renovation
project is being funded by county
grants which must be matched dollar-
for-dollar with municipal money. Each
resident’s tax dollar or total tax bill is
split proportionally to funding county
initiatives and resources, council or
the borough’s annual budget, and the
school board’s annual budget.

Hartman Park will remain “bor-
ough-owned and therefore, ultimately,
council’s responsibility,” said Ms.
Todisco.

After agreeing to move forward
with sending the formal letter, the
council consensus was that if the board
of education is willing to provide
design recommendations and finan-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

North Ave. Redevelopment
Targets Derelict Properties

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Peter Jacobs, the
owner of Riverside Inn, which some
call The Dive, made a plea on social
media asking people to attend a
planning board meeting, scheduled
for January 10, and speak out against
the township taking eminent do-
main of his property. Commissioner
Patrick Giblin told The Westfield
Leader Tuesday that the intent of
the study of North Avenue is to
clean up Swan Cleaners and the
MDTV Building on North Avenue.
The township has not approached
the Riverside Inn to take eminent
domain of the property, Commis-
sioner Giblin told The Leader.

The township had recommended
to the planning board last year to
study a portion of North Avenue to
determine if it can be deemed a
condemnation area in need of rede-
velopment. In the report by Harbor
Consultants, it states that the town-
ship would intend to use power of
eminent domain. The area Harbor
studied is a portion of both the north
and south sides of North Avenue
downtown, which includes River-
side Inn, as well as the fire house
and municipal lot on Springfield
Avenue, which is owned by the
township. The planning board was
to discuss the study on January 10.

The township also owns the
boarded up MDTV building, 27
North Avenue, since it purchased it
in 2015 for $1.3 million, as well as
the parking lot across the street.
Currently, the township has a per-
sonal injury complaint filed against
it from Edan Ben Elazar, who also
is in litigation with Macrietta Clean-
ers, Inc., the corporation that owned

Swan Cleaners, claiming vapors
from leaking underground storage
tanks caused personal medical inju-
ries when he was operating a busi-
ness next door.

During the official township com-
mittee meeting on Tuesday, Town-
ship Clerk Patricia Donahue served
as clerk for the first time since she
was appointed to the position last
week. Ms. Donahue was formerly
deputy clerk for the Township of
Berkeley Heights.

Eagle Scouts Kevin McCarthy
and Roy Walton of Boy Scout Troop
80 were honored with a proclama-
tion and key to the township for
their achievement in earning Boy
Scouting’s highest rank. Roy’s Eagle
Scout project involved the construc-
tion of two rain gardens in the Mas-
ter Gardeners’ Demonstration Gar-
den Area. Kevin’s Eagle Scout
Project was the beautification of
Johnson Park, where he installed
100 feet of privacy fencing and a
picnic table, as well as cleaning up
the park.

During the committee’s official
business, Frank Klapinski was ap-
pointed as an associate member to
the environmental commission for
a one-year term ending December
31, 2018.

The committee then passed reso-
lutions. The Department of Public
Works (DPW) was authorized to
make two personnel advancements.
The committee appointed law firms
to provide tax appeal legal services
in calendar year 2018, and they in-
clude McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney
& Carpenter, LLP, with a contract
not to exceed $25,000; Chasan
Lamparello Mallon & Cappuzzo,
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