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The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2017 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

New Sheriff, Freeholder
Sworn in at Ceremony

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – Peter Corvelli of Kenilworth
was sworn in as the county’s new sheriff
while reelected Freeholders Angel Estrada
of Elizabeth and Chris Hudak of Linden
were sworn in for new terms along with
former Hillside Mayor Angela Garretson,
who began her first term, during Sunday’s
county reorganization meeting.

Senator-elect Joseph Cryan (D-20th,
Union), the now former sheriff, swore in
Mr. Corvelli. Mr. Corvelli, a former
Kenilworth councilman, said during his
remarks that his passion is law enforce-
ment, having been a long-time police of-
ficer and detective in Hillside.

Sheriff Corvelli said he would continue
several programs of his predecessor such as
C.L.E.A.R., which deals with addiction to
opioids. C.L.E.A.R. stands for Community
Law Enforcement Addiction Recovery.
Sheriff Corvelli said the opioid epidemic
“is out of control.” He also said he would
look to enhance the Project Lifesaver pro-
gram whereby a tracking unit is placed on
the wrist of someone suffering from
Alzheimer’s Disease.

“This (the Union County Sheriff’s Of-
fice) will be the most professional office in
the state,” Sheriff Corvelli said.

Freeholder Garretson was sworn in by
Governor-elect Phil Murphy who attended
the ceremony that was held in the court-
room of Union County State Superior Court
Assignment Judge Karen Cassidy. Ms.
Garretson has been an elected official for 14
years, beginning with the Hillside Board of
Education in 2004, then on the city council
and later with the mayor’s office. She re-
places Vernell Wright of Union, who did
not seek a third term. Ms. Garretson said
2018 will be a “year of new beginnings” for
both the county and the state.

During the business meeting that fol-
lowed the installation ceremony, Freeholder
Sergio Granados of Elizabeth was named
board chairman for 2018 while Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford was named
vice-chairwoman.

Freeholder Estrada has been on the board
since 2000, while Freeholder Hudak has
been a freeholder since he was first ap-
pointed to the board in December of 2010.
He was sworn in by his father, Superior
Court Judge John Hudak.

As part of his initiatives, Mr. Granados
announced the creation of the state’s first
LGBTQ (Lesbian Gay Bisexual
Transgender Questioning) office, as well as
the Office for People With Special Needs,
noting that the latter office would “provide
recreational and social opportunities for
those with special needs, as all residents
deserve an equal chance.” He also said the
county will unveil a sensory-friendly trail in
the Watchung Reservation.

He said in 2018 the county will build
turf fields in Plainfield, Summit, Scotch
Plains and Rahway, a skate park in Eliza-
beth, a spray park in Linden, and a new
golf clubhouse at Ash Brook Golf Course
in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Granados also said a Fiscal Effi-
ciency Task Force will be created.

“I promise that we as a freeholder board
will continue to be fiscally responsible this
year. We will work with the county man-
ager to realize new cost savings” through
the new task force, Mr. Granados said.

During Sunday’s ceremony, Senator
Ray Lesniak (D-20th, Elizabeth), who of-

ficially left office on Tuesday, was ac-
knowledged for his 40 years in the New
Jersey State Legislature. Senator Nick
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) also noted that
this will be the last year that Alfred Faella
will be serving as Union County manager
who is retiring effective Thursday, March
1, a position he has held since August of
2011.

Among appointments approved by the
board, Garwood Mayor Charles Lombardo
was named to the Union County Utilities
Authority, replacing Freeholder Clerk James
Pellettiere, who resigned as a commissioner.
The term is for four years.
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Bd. Adj.
addition. The town ordinance allows
a two-and-a-half maximum story
height while Ms. Goldman’s addition
proposed a three-story height.

Town Planner Donald Sammet said,
after reviewing appropriate building
documents and testimony, the third
story would be an additional 102
square feet.

Ms. Goldman said the dormers
contribute to the neighborhood’s
Dutch Colonial aesthetic and that the
addition is to add space for a growing
family.

“The building warrants this addi-
tion and the dormers enhance it,”
board member Frank Fortino said.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
NEW SHERIFF IN TOWN...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli is sworn into
office by Senator-elect Joseph P. Cryan during the Union County government’s
162nd annual reorganization on Sunday at the Union County Courthouse in
Elizabeth. Holding the Bible for Sheriff Corvelli is daughter Rylee.

Westfield BOE to Have New
Website In Place By May

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield schools
will have a new website in the next
school year following months of re-
search by the district’s technical team.

Edlio has been chosen as the pro-
vider after eight different potential pro-
viders were closely researched to see
which one would best suit Westfield.
The new website is expected to be in
place by May so that the pages can be
tested in time to fully transition to the
new website over the summer.

Schools Superintendent Margaret
Dolan, Ed.D., told the board of educa-
tion this week there had been extensive
consultation with users of the existing
website on what they would like to see
on the new website. Many other websites
also had been reviewed to ensure the
best possible website for Westfield
schools.

Ms. Dolan said an important part of
the process would be making sure
people with disabilities could access
the website, and work is ongoing to
make sure this happens. The new
website was the first of the district’s
three goals for the current school year.
The second was to “determine the fea-
sibility and community support for full-
day kindergarten by May 2018.”

Ms. Dolan restated the board’s deci-
sion, announced at the December meet-
ing, that there would not be sufficient
community support for the transition
from half-day to full-day kindergarten.
An investigation into the project had
revealed that a significant financial com-
mitment would be required by the com-
munity to pay for the expanded kinder-
garten program.

However, Ms. Dolan said the board
would continue to look at ways of sup-
porting parents, including a possible ex-
tension of the existing “wrap” program.

The third district goal was to provide
additional programs for students with
special needs to allow them to remain in
Westfield for their education. Ms. Dolan
said the program at Wilson Elementary
School, where there are two classes for
students with specific needs, had been
restructured and a new intermediate
program had been established at Edison
Intermediate School.

She said the parents of children with
special needs who had received elemen-
tary-school education in Westfield had
approached the board to request a pro-
gram that would allow their children to
remain in Westfield after elementary
school. In response to a question from
board member Brendan Galligan, Ms.
Dolan said she was open to the possibil-
ity of continuing the program to the high-
school level in the future.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Gretchan Ohlig was re-elected by her
colleagues to serve again as board presi-
dent, and Peggy Oster was re-elected to
serve as vice-president. Ms. Ohlig wel-
comed Lynn Benner and Kent Dia-

mond, who were newly elected to the
board in November, and congratulated
Ms. Oster on her re-election.

Chairman of the Curriculum, Instruc-
tion and Program Committee, Michael
Bielen, told the board about proposed
changes to the curriculum. The courses
of biology, chemistry and physics are
being brought together to provide more
career path options for students.

Feedback from students had revealed
that this had been particularly helpful in
areas such as occupational and physical
therapy. There also are new courses
proposed in engineering and design.

Technology Education Consultant
Laura Doyle, a former Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School teacher, carried out
months of research into the potential
new engineering course.

“We have decided on a course called
Engineering in the World which is
through the University of Texas at Aus-
tin, and we felt that would be a really
good fit for us as a first year bringing
engineering into the high school,” she
told the board.

She said they wanted students to
have the opportunity to do hands-on
STEM activities that engineers do in
the real world and that there was the
potential to grow the course. This would
be a full-year course open to 10th, 11th
and 12th graders without any pre-req-
uisites.

Ms. Ohlig reported back to the board,
in her role as chairwoman of the Facili-
ties Committee, that consultations with
users of the town’s sports fields were
ongoing with a view to a new policy.
She said the committee had approved a
request by the fire department to use the
workout room at Kehler Stadium when
there were no students present.

She said the auditorium renovations
were progressing and chairs would be
put in place this week. Also, the pro-
posed renovations at Kehler Stadium
had been approved by the town and
would now go out to bid.

The next board meeting will be held
on Tuesday, January 23, at 7:30 p.m.
The venue will be changed to the
Westfield High School (WHS) audito-
rium as the WHS football team will be
invited to attend so the board can recog-
nize their achievements. WHS won their
third straight championship in 2017
while extending their state-leading un-
defeated streak to 37 games.

resident Mikhail Teterin also said that
even if the residents commute via the
train into New York they would still
need a car.

“Parking to me, I don’t see it as a
problem because I grew up in the
city...(if) you live in Brooklyn or
Hoboken, you either have parking
spaces or you don’t,” Ms. Walsh said.

Vice-Chairman Smith said he could
not support the application. “It’s too big
of a project for this property,” he said.

Most of the board members cited
concerns regarding the architectural
design, saying the addition would cre-
ate a wall effect. One side of the build-
ing was designed with no windows. A
variance for the access aisle is requested
at 18 feet where 24 feet is required.

“Next door, the property could build
to the property line and then we have a
New York City apartment where a win-
dow is looking out to a brick wall,” said
Ms. Harrison, who was named as a
liaison to the Architectural Review
Board.

“I find this architecturally unaccept-
able,” Chairman Newell said, calling it
a “big plastic box with no windows.”

Mr. O’Brien also said the application
meets the goals of the master plan,
promotes a desirable pedestrian envi-
ronment in a walkable downtown, that
the new construction would be designed
to be energy efficient and safe, and it
creates viability of business districts.
He said the height of the project is
conforming.

The lot is 60 feet by 100 feet with a lot
area of 9,250 square feet. The rear-yard
setback with the addition would change
to 10.58 feet from the current 105-foot
setback. The total addition of 5,219
square feet would include three apart-
ments at 1,129 square feet, 1,303 square
feet and 2,265 square feet, housed in a
second and third story.
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Perretti, LLP was awarded a contract to
provide labor attorney legal services at
a cost not to exceed $20,000. Aton
Computing was awarded a contract for
the provision of computer network and
information technology services, with
a cost not to exceed $36,000.

The township has set a fee for Open
Public Records Act (OPRA) requests.
The committee authorized to charge
any resident of Cranford making such
a request a fee of $5 per electronic CD
or 25 cents per page in administrative
costs associated with preparing and
mailing such copies, according to the
resolution. The committee also autho-
rized the submission of a strategic plan
for the Cranford Municipal Alliance
grant for fiscal year July 1, 2018
through June 30, 2019.

The township construction official
and the fire subcode official recom-
mended that the township authorize an
emergency contract to demolish a
house located at 421 Brookside Place
after it was involved in a significant
fire event on December 30, 2017, ac-
cording to the resolution. JB Ragonese

Construction Co. of Garwood has
agreed to provide all required demoli-
tion on the site of the existing structure
at a cost not to exceed $50,000.

The “township construction official
has declared the existence of a signifi-
cant and immediate threat to the health,
safety and welfare of people in the
immediate vicinity as well as to the
surrounding environment, necessitat-
ing immediate attention,” the resolu-
tion states.

Also, the temporary budget was
amended, and the township’s partici-
pation in the statewide insurance fund
was renewed.

During commissioner comments,
Commissioner Mary O’Connor an-
nounced a volunteer event will take
place on Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
Monday, January 15, from 4:30 to 6:30
p.m., in Bates Hall Gym at the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford. Vol-
unteers will assemble about 1,000 per-
sonal-care packages for the homeless.

A new event will be held Wednes-
day, January 31, at 7 p.m., in the Cran-
ford Community Center’s audio-vi-
sual room, where women are invited to
meet to have conversations about
today’s issues. Ms. O’Connor, com-
missioner of public affairs, told The
Leader the event would be a non-
political, friendly discussion. Those
women interested in attending can e-
mail Ms. O’Connor at m-
oconnor@cranfordnj.org. The Com-
munity Center is located at 220 Wal-
nut Avenue.

Commissioner Giblin announced the
Cranford Jaycees will hold a blood
drive this Saturday, January 13, at the
Community Center starting at 11 a.m.

The fire department is encouraging
all residents to check the smoke detec-
tors in their homes as a safety measure,
Mr. Giblin said.

The DPW will continue to pick up
Christmas trees over the next week and
a half, Deputy Mayor Ann Dooley said.
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North Ave. Redevelopment
ment could be viewed as “robbing Peter to
pay Paul,” an analogy Ms. Todisco stated is
not valid because the taxpayer funds both
entities.

“Talk to Mr. Larson (Lincoln School
business administrator) about this. This is
something that does not happen often. Tread
lightly is all I am saying,” said Mr. Sarno.

Council President Jen Blumenstock
stated educator input on suitable equipment
ideal for children with special needs will be
a positive if both council and the board of
education collaborate.

Mr. Lazarow stated that he initially in-
vestigated the park because teachers were
concerned with equipment condition.

Council approved a bond ordinance, al-
lowing the borough to apply for county
grants, stated Ms. Todisco. A final project
cost, equipment, or park layout has not been
agreed upon or discussed, she stated.

“We have to do what we can to get that
money,” said Ms. Blumenstock, referring
to the county grants which may or may not
be available in upcoming fiscal years.

Resident Bruce Paterson stated the board
of education “is sitting on over two million
dollars” in its budget. Mr. Paterson stated
he supported an agreed-upon joint-financ-
ing initiative between council and the school
board.

Ms. Blumenstock stated that during the
Streets and Roads Committee meeting an
inventory on the Department of Public
Works snowplow trucks operable condi-
tions was discussed. The borough owns
three trucks — a 1992 truck with a plow, a
1996 truck with a plow and salt spreader,
and a 2014 truck with a plow and salt
spreader, stated Ms. Blumenstock.

The 1996 truck will be decommissioned
with repairs costing more than $4,800, stated
Ms. Blumenstock. The 1996 truck’s value
is less than repair costs, Ms. Blumenstock
noted.

“All three of us (committee members)
agreed to support the purchase of a slightly
smaller mason truck to make it more versa-
tile, not just in snow events, and would also
be less expensive than the size trucks we
currently have,” said Ms. Blumenstock.

Councilman McCormack, a Streets and
Roads Committee member, suggested ret-
rofitting the salt spreader onto the 1992
truck, costing roughly $6,000, stated Ms.
Blumenstock.

A new truck purchase or snow plow
vehicle has been a capital budget expendi-
ture target for several years, stated Ms.
Blumenstock. The new vehicle could cost
approximately $70,000 to $75,000, she
said.
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