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Newell is Planning Bd. Chair;
Central Ave. Apts. Considered

New Chair, Members
Sworn In on Bd. of Adjust.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Property owner
Frank Fusaro of Alfa Realty Manage-
ment LLC at 414 Central Avenue re-
quested three variances in order to add
three apartments at the rear of the
building at the planning board’s first
meeting of the year last Wednesday
night. The application was carried to
the board’s Monday, February 5 meet-
ing to give time for the architectural
review board to chime in on some
changes the applicant is to make to the
design.

Before the hearing, the board held
its reorganization meeting, where long-
time board member Robert Newell
was named chairman and Francis Smith

was named vice-chairman. Newcom-
ers Anastasia Harrison, Michael
LaPlace, Ann Freedman and Mayor
Shelley Brindle were sworn in as mem-
bers of the board. Town Engineer Kris
McAloon was named board secretary
and Alan Trembulak was appointed as
board attorney.

The board also was presented with
plans for Kehler Stadium in order to
give its advice and recommendations to
the board of education. Improvements
include resurfacing the turf field and
running track, replacing the metal
benches, adding barrier-free accessi-
bility, improving the flag pole area, the
shot put area, driveway, and ambulance
access on Rahway Avenue, and replac-
ing the long jump pit.

Mr. LaPlace, who was named as a
liaison to the historic preservation com-
mission, had recommended the main
gate that is planned to be enlarged to be
altered as to not take away from the
original building’s art deco architec-
ture, which he called a “landmark build-
ing.”

During the hearing for 414 Central
Avenue, the applicant’s attorney,
Stephen Hehl, said the mixed use is
permitted in the zone and “encour-
aged” in the town’s master plan.

About five residents who live on
Carleton Road on property that sits to
the rear of the building cited their con-
cerns of losing their air and space due to
the addition, as well as how the lack of
parking would make an impact on the
area.

Carol Heffernan of Carleton Road,
who lives behind the applicant’s prop-
erty, said the height of the property so
close to her back yard makes it feel as if
she would be “closed in upon.”

Two board members, Mr. Smith and
Bill West, echoed the parking concerns,
while four board members, Mr. LaPlace,
Darielle Walsh, Ms. Harrison and
Mayor Brindle, said the parking was
not a concern to them. The applicant is
proposing 12 spaces, where 30 are re-
quired, and the applicant also is taking
away one current space to make room
for a stairwell.

“It’s a big drop — it’s a third of the
spaces,” said Mr. West, going further to
say it sets a “precedent.”

The applicant’s planner, Kevin
O’Brien, said the applicant is propos-
ing a shared parking plan, and currently
about seven to eight cars park in the lot.
He suggested that the residential occu-
pants would be those who use the nearby
train for transportation rather than ve-
hicles. Opposing that viewpoint, Ms.
Harrison said she could foresee 50- or
60-year-olds moving in who would
potentially have two cars. Carleton Road

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of ad-
justment welcomed newly-appointed
members Carla Bonacci, Frank Fusaro
and Eldy Pavon at Monday night’s
meeting. Chris Masciale will serve as
2018 board chairman. Long-time
board chairman William Heinbokel’s
term expired on December 31.

During the business portion of the
meeting, Meridian Developers, LLC,
714 West Broad Street, was granted
variance relief from a required 42.94-
foot front-yard setback. The proposed
front-yard setback was 25.38 feet.
The board approved the applicant
conditional to the agreement the front
porch would remain open, not to
hinder neighbors’ views. The appli-
cant will demolish the existing home
and construct a new home.

Mr. Masciale said board members
should consider the lot is undersized,
but should consider the front-yard
setbacks impact on neighbors’ rights
to line-of-sight.

After some pre-hearing architec-
tural reconfigurations, the applicant
no longer sought variance relief for a
continuous sidewall, attorney Stephen
Hehl stated.

Architect Mark Marcille said the
home is dated and would need to be
completely rebuilt. The developer’s
goal is to build a home more in tune
with current living needs while re-
specting the neighborhood aesthetic,
Mr. Marcille said.

The existing structure after being
rebuilt will be “brought to a modern
standard,” Mr. Marcille said.

Mr. Hehl said the existing structure
is “very small” with the property be-
ing unique in a “unique location.” Mr.
Hehl said there are obvious architec-
tural hurdles when developing an

undersized corner lot.
“We have done a lot of work with

town professionals to design the
home. To apply all the required set-
backs would just make the house un-
usable,” said Mr. Hehl, emphasizing
that the applicant wants to respect the
neighborhood.

“I did visit the site and think it’s
reasonable,” said Ms. Bonacci in com-
menting before the board’s vote to
approve the application.

Applicants David and Dara
Eisenman, 111 North Cottage Place,
were approved to construct an addi-
tion to their home to expand their
kitchen. The variance approval was
required as the existing structure af-
ter the addition would have a 32.34-
foot rear-yard setback. The ordinance
requires a minimum 35-foot rear-yard
setback. The board conditionally ap-
proved the variance relief under the
agreement the applicants would pro-
vide and maintain shrubbery, giving
the neighboring property privacy.

Neighbor Robert Sabreen said he
only asks that current vegetation be
maintained, including some new
plantings, to create privacy for both
homeowners. Mr. Sabreen lives on
the property directly behind the
Eisenmans.

Architect and engineer Carol C.
Hewitt said the family is reducing its
garage space to alleviate further in-
trusion on neighboring properties. Ms.
Hewitt said the addition would pro-
vide more space for a table and a
“kitchen island,” including creating
space for a mudroom attached to the
garage. The garage is attached to the
kitchen.

 Applicant Natalia Goldman, 112
Brightwood Avenue, was approved
to add three dormers to the third-floor

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
WHITEOUT...Last Thursday’s snowstorm made driving conditions difficult on South Avenue in Westfield.

COMMUNITY SPIRIT...Several girls and boys from the Westfield High School
ice hockey team went to the New Jersey Community FoodBank to pack 361 boxes
that weighed 31 pounds each. The total weight was 11,991 pounds. All of the food
went to senior citizens. Pictured, from left to right, are: top line, Sophie Lhermite,
Sarah Wasserman (assistant captain), Megan Raftery (goalie), Maddie Mcdevitt,
Alex Sumas, Chloe Root, Shane Carlin and Jack Sumas; and bottom line, Alana
Allen-Jones, Annabella Buontempo, Ally Hornstein (captain), Hannah Brogan
(assistant captain), Johnny Paladino and Justin Hornstein.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader
CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING...Michael Perdek of Westfield found last Thursday’s
snowstorm perfect weather for cross-country skiing at Tamaques Park.

Sarah McGrail for The Westfield Leader
WELCOME ABOARD...Westfield Board of Education Attorney Richard Kaplow
prepares to swear in newly-elected board of education members Lynn Benner,
Kent Diamond and Peggy Oster. Mrs. Oster is a serving member who was re-
elected to serve a further three years.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Garwood Council Addresses
Hartman Park Funding

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — During Tuesday
night’s Garwood Borough Council
meeting, Councilwoman Sara Todisco
suggested the Buildings and Grounds
Committee draft a letter on the council’s
behalf asking if the board of education
would make financial contributions to
the Hartman Park renovation project.
The contribution could be a percentage
of the final project cost, stated Ms.
Todisco. Lincoln School kindergarten
classes use the park during recess, as do
other children in the community during
off-school hours.

“While respecting the different do-
mains of the council and the school
board, ultimately tax dollars are tax
dollars, regardless of the entity using
them,” said Ms. Todisco.

Ms. Todisco stated the prevailing
wisdom is if the board of education has
a larger 2018 capital expenditure bud-
get compared to that of the council, any
financial assistance would be less money
further bonded at an interest rate paid

for by the taxpayer later on, stated Ms.
Todisco.

Councilwoman Ileen Cuccaro stated
she supports a plan where the residents
will be held accountable for the least
money in the long run, including less
borrowed money.

“It would certainly not be an unrea-
sonable request given the school chil-
dren use Hartman Park,” said Ms.
Todisco.

Currently, the park renovation project
is being funded by county grants which
must be matched dollar-for-dollar with
municipal money.

Hartman Park will remain “borough-
owned and therefore, ultimately,
council’s responsibility,” said Ms.
Todisco.

After agreeing to move forward with
sending the formal letter, the council
consensus was that if the board of education
is willing to provide design recommenda-
tions or financial assistance, either one
would be appreciated.

Mr. Sarno stated the financing agree-

North Ave. Redevelopment
Targets Derelict Properties
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Peter Jacobs, the
owner of Riverside Inn, which some
call The Dive, made a plea on social
media asking people to attend a plan-
ning board meeting, scheduled for
January 10, and speak out against the
township taking eminent domain of
his property. Commissioner Patrick
Giblin told The Westfield Leader Tues-
day that the intent of the study of North
Avenue is to clean up Swan Cleaners
and the MDTV Building on North
Avenue. The township has not ap-
proached the Riverside Inn to take

eminent domain of the property, Com-
missioner Giblin told The Leader.

The township had recommended to
the planning board last year to study a
portion of North Avenue to determine
if it can be deemed a condemnation
area in need of redevelopment. In the
report by Harbor Consultants, it states
that the township would intend to use
power of eminent domain. The area
Harbor studied is a portion of both the
north and south sides of North Avenue
downtown, which includes Riverside
Inn, as well as the fire house and
municipal lot on Springfield Avenue,
which is owned by the township. The
planning board was to discuss the study
on January 10.

The township also owns the boarded
up MDTV building, 27 North Avenue,
since it purchased it in 2015 for $1.3
million, as well as the parking lot
across the street. Currently, the town-
ship has a personal injury complaint
filed against it from Edan Ben Elazar,
who also is in litigation with Macrietta
Cleaners, Inc., the corporation that
owned Swan Cleaners, claiming va-
pors from leaking underground stor-
age tanks caused personal medical in-
juries when he was operating a busi-
ness next door.

During the official township com-
mittee meeting on Tuesday, Township
Clerk Patricia Donahue served as clerk
for the first time since she was ap-
pointed to the position last week. Ms.

Donahue was formerly deputy clerk
for the Township of Berkeley Heights.

Eagle Scouts Kevin McCarthy and
Roy Walton of Boy Scout Troop 80
were honored with a proclamation and
key to the township for their achieve-
ment in earning Boy Scouting’s high-
est rank. Roy’s Eagle Scout project
involved the construction of two rain
gardens in the Master Gardeners’ Dem-
onstration Garden Area. Kevin’s Eagle
Scout Project was the beautification
of Johnson Park, where he installed
100 feet of privacy fencing and a pic-
nic table, as well as cleaning up the
park.

During the committee’s official busi-
ness, Frank Klapinski was appointed
as an associate member to the environ-
mental commission for a one-year term
ending December 31, 2018.

The committee then passed resolu-
tions. The Department of Public Works
(DPW) was authorized to make two
personnel advancements. The com-
mittee appointed law firms to provide
tax appeal legal services in calendar
year 2018, and they include McElroy,
Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP,
with a contract not to exceed $25,000;
Chasan Lamparello Mallon &
Cappuzzo, PC, with a contract not to
exceed $30,000, and J. Palumbo,
Renaud and DeAppolonio, LLC, with
a contract not to exceed $30,000.

Riker, Danzig, Scherer, Hyland &


