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Garwood Board Hears Final Report
On 298-Unit South Avenue Development
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Stonefield Engi-
neering and Design professional
engineer, Charles D. Olivo, pre-
sented the planning board last
Wednesday with a final traffic
and parking report for the pro-
posed 298-unit South Avenue
redevelopment, property known
as the Casale/Petro site. The
property is owned by South Ave.
Urban Renewal, LLC, which is
affiliated with Russo Develop-
ment.

At last week’s meeting Mr. Olivo
said the development should “not
have a significant impact on the
operation of intersections” or
Garwood’s traffic flow.

Mr. Olivo said a technologically
advanced parking system utiliz-
ing real-time data to determine
spot availability, on-site valets,
and managerial oversight would
provide South Avenue residents,
their visitors, and retail consum-
ers with an uninhibited parking
experience.

“Over the last five years we
have found after projects are
built they are very low with trip
generation,” he said. Trip gen-
eration refers to the total motor
vehicles utilizing South Avenue
and the Center Street intersec-
tion after the development is
constructed.

The total cars waiting at each
light change along South Avenue
headed towards Center Street
would increase by two cars on
average, according to Mr. Olivo.
Harbor Consultants, Inc. engi-
neer Victor Vinegra said reduc-
ing the yellow marked no idling
zone in front of the Garwood
firehouse could allow more cars
to clear the light and actually
more accessibility for emergency
vehicles leaving the firehouse.
Mr. Olivo concurred with Mr.
Vinegra’s opinion.

Mr. Olivo said “peak times” are
the most important time frame
when considering “post build”
traffic impacts.

Planning Board member Bill
Nierstedt said too often engi-
neers representing developers
often say the traffic impact will
be zero on travel time, but the
travel time becomes a little bit
longer after each surrounding de-
velopment is finished.

Mr. Olivo said he does not sug-
gest any specific road construc-
tion will be necessary such as
lane expansion or increasing road
surface area to accommodate the
298 residential units’ traffic im-
pact. Keeping a pedestrian envi-
ronment where residents walk,
bicycle, use transit buses and
trains to travel to work is impor-
tant to the downtown Garwood
wants to foster.

Mr. Olivo said residents living
in the development and com-
muting to the city would use NJ
Transit, including both buses and

NJ-7th Dem Congressional
Cands. Participate In Forum

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Four of the seven
Democratic candidates for Con-
gress representing the 7th Dis-
trict of New Jersey talked about
their platform aimed at unseat-
ing five-term incumbent Repub-
lican Leonard Lance at a candi-
date meet-and-greet event held
Tuesday in a packed meeting
room in the Cranford Community
Center.

Goutam Jois of Summit, Tom
Malinowski of Rocky Hill, David
Pringle of Cranford and Scott
Salmon of Scotch Plains answered
questions from the public. Peter
Jacob of Union, Lisa Mandelblatt
of Westfield and Linda Weber of
Berkeley Heights also are run-
ning on the Democratic ticket
and will participate in a similar
forum at 7 p.m. on Thursday,
February 22, also at the Commu-
nity Center.

The candidates at Tuesday’s
forum gave their views on the
environment, infrastructure,
taxes, gun control, ethics, and
campaign finance reform.

A priority of Mr. Salmon, who is
an attorney and also has worked
on state and Presidential cam-
paigns, is to stop the effects of
climate change, saying the envi-
ronment is “one of the biggest
issues of my lifetime.” Mr. Salmon
said he has a $1-trillion infra-
structure plan, and suggested a
high-speed rail such as one used
in Japan, rebuilding power grids,
building more efficient power
lines, and other approaches.

The lack of support on environ-
mental issues is “systematic of a
deeper problem,” said Mr. Jois,
an attorney who has worked on
cases for human rights and free
speech. “Leonard Lance doesn’t
have the integrity to take a posi-

trains. He said 35 bicycle slips
would be available with over
seven separate bicycle racks.

He said widening roads, adding
turning lanes, and other road
reconstructive measures would
encourage more automotive use.
Mr. Olivo said more automotive
use bolsters negative environ-
mental impacts including a need
for more storm water retention
and higher municipal insurance
premiums, while hampering the
“the pedestrian experience.”

Resident Bruce Paterson said
he was concerned how an inter-
section with a New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation “F-
rating” is acceptable. Intersec-
tions are ranked “A” to “F,” with
“A” being the best and “F” the
worst in terms of traffic conges-
tion.

“Is it okay to add cars because
it is already F-rated and will con-
tinue to be?” Mr. Paterson asked.

Mr. Olivo responded that the
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A FULL SLATE...A crowd gathers to listen to four of the seven Democratic
candidates for Congress representing the 7th District of New Jersey aimed at
unseating Republican Leonard Lance on Tuesday in the Cranford Community
Center. Goutam Jois of Summit, Tom Malinowski of Rocky Hill, David Pringle
of Cranford and Scott Salmon of Scotch Plains answered questions from the
public. Candidates Peter Jacob, Lisa Mandelblatt and Linda Weber will
participate in a separate event.
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Child-Luring Incident
Reported In Cranford

CRANFORD – The Cranford Po-
lice Department responded to a
reported child-luring attempt on
Centennial Avenue. The incident
occurred at approximately 3:40
p.m. near the intersection of
Buchanan Street.

According to police, a juvenile
female was walking home from
school when a unknown male, in
his late teens to early twenties,
slowed down in traffic and asked
the student twice if she wanted a
ride home. The child refused and
later contacted a family mem-
ber, who reported the incident to
authorities.

The driver, described as a thin
white male with long black hair
and shaved sides, never exited
the vehicle or made physical con-
tact with the child. The suspect’s
vehicle was described as an older
model white sedan. Cranford
police detectives are actively at-
tempting to gather video and
surveillance from local businesses
and residences.

Anyone having information to
assist with the investigation is
asked to contact Detective Ser-
geant Matthew Nazzaro at (908)
709-4313 or Detective Michael
Dubitsky at (908) 709-7358.


