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and-arm series of takedowns to
grab an 11-4 decision over Danny
Swanson at 170-lbs.

Next came a toss-up bout be-
tween Blue Devil Russ Weber and
Justin Alpaugh-McLean at 182-
lbs. After being taken to the mat
with a lift-and-trip takedown,
Weber woke up, quickly escaped
and eventually went on to win 5-4.

“Our coach says if your oppo-
nent brings you down and you
bounce right up, you really break
him. That kind of resonated with
me and any time he picked me
up, I bouced back up. I wasn’t
going to be taken down and stay-
ing flat,” Weber said.

Weber did record a low backdoor
takedown in the second period
and sealed the deal with a rever-
sal in the third period.

“I don’t like to shoot in matches.
I like upper body throws but it
felt good to finally finish a move,”
Weber said.

“Russ did a great job. It took
him a little while to wake up in his
match. That was a toss up match.
Coming in we were planning for
their full team, that was one that
we had to have. Russ fell behind
but he did a real nice job battling
back and showed some guts.
That’s what we talk about wres-
tling for your team and he did
that tonight,” Coach Kurz said.

“To bounce up. That really
comes from the practice room.
We all practice really hard with
our teammates. Johnny Heard,
Brendan Loder and Matt Dente
are my practice partners. We
take a lot of pride working with

each other, working hard and
pushing each other in the room.
And that’s when we can come out
here and be explosive,” Weber
said.

At 195-lbs, Cougar Zach Blevins
recorded a spin-behind takedown
and converted a defensive
takedown to a nearfall to top
Brendan Loder, 7-1. Cougar Dylan
Budnik, using a single-leg
takedown and a double-leg
takedown, beat Matt Dente, 5-2,
at 220-lbs then Cougar Matt Savino
received a forfeit at 285-lbs to
give his team an 18-16 lead.

The rest was all Westfield. Jake
Bencivenga pinned Brandon
Reilly in 43 seconds with an arm
bar/half nelson at 106-lbs. CJ
Composto rocked Will Fernandez
to sleep in 52 seconds with a

cradle at 113-lbs. Luke Hoerle
(120-lbs) received a forfeit. Quinn
Gimblette’s cradle-like takedown
in the third period rewarded him
with a 6-5 victory over Pat Kalnins
at 126-lbs then Jeremy Silber
recorded numerous takedowns
and nearfalls before pinning Chris
Esposito in 5:39 with an arm bar/
half nelson.

“We have a ton of people out
right now. We brought up a lot of
our JV guys trying to pull off this
win but a lot of situations didn’t
go our way. As a team we got to
look better and wrestle for sec-
tions with everybody back in the
room,” Bencivenga said.

“I would say this was a team
effort. Everybody wrestled. Get-
ting into this point of the season,
getting into the playoff in the

post season, you need every-
body showing up every time. It’s
that simple. Nobody can take a
match off. We got to score our
points, you got to be offensive,
we got to have some of that killer
instinct and I thought we did that
tonight,” Coach Kurz said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
138: — Scanlan (W) d Korzeneski 8-2
145: — Bencivenga (C) p Dwyer 3:50
152: — Simpson (W) md Nock 17-5
160: — Reese (W) d Roper 8-3
170: — Miller (W) d Swanson 11-4
182: — Weber (W) d Alpaugh-McLean 5-4
195: — Blevins (C) d Loder 7-1
220: — Budnik (C) d Dente 5-2
Hwt: — Savino (C) won forfeit
106: — Bencivenga (W) p Reilly :43
113: — Composto (W) p Fernandez :52
120: — Hoerle (W) won forfeit
126: — Gimblette (W) d Kalnins 6-5
132: — Silber (W) p Esposito 5:39

Westfield Blue Devil Wrestlers Prevail Over Wounded Cranford Cougars, 43-18
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