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Blue Devils Prevail Over Wounded Cougars
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CONVENIENCE, ELEGANCE AND AN UPSCALE LIFESTYLE. 
Walk to Downtown shops, restaurants, movie theatre and enjoy a direct train to NYC.   

Don’t let the burdens of selling your existing home and dealing with the move keep you from enjoying your new lifestyle 
at The Savannah. WE’RE HERE TO HELP.  We’ve assisted many of our homebuyers with all aspects of their move. 
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www.SavannahWest field.com
CONDOMINIUM RESIDENCES F O R  T H O S E  5 5 - P L U S  I N  T H E  H E A R T  O F  D O W N T O W N  W E S T F I E L D Schedule a Private Tour: 

(908) 413-0040  

Architecturally Designed  •  Single-Level Living  •  Fireplace  •  2 Underground Parking Spaces        
Concierge Secured Lobby  • Community Clubhouse  •  Full Laundry Room in every residence

             Located in Downtown Westfield

C O N D O M I N I U M  R E S I D E N C E S

SUNDAY, Februar y 11th, 12-3pm

WICHELNS PUMPS IN 20 POINTS, SANTARELLI 18 POINTS

Cranford Cougar Girls Claw
Rahway in Basketball, 63-35

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School girls bas-
ketball team throttled Rahway, 63-35,
in a game played on February 3 at
Rahway High School. Senior Camryn
Wichelns led all scorers with 20 points,
while teammate Lauren Santarelli, also
a senior, chipped in with 18 points.
The win was Cranford’s second in a
row after losing five of six games and
raised their season mark to 8-9 overall.

“We had been in a scoring slump
for a while now,” said Wichelns, who
will play basketball at Christopher

Newport College in Virginia next year.
“We lost three games that were close,
two of which were one-point losses.
If we had been just a little better
offensively, we’d have a much better
record right now.”

Wilchelns refers to a three-game
stretch in which Cranford lost to
Westfield, 40-39, and Johnson, 41-40,
sandwiched around a five-point loss to
Union Catholic in which the Cougars
managed just 27 points. The scoring
woes were a thing of the past against
Rahway though. Against the host Indi-
ans, Cranford performed like a well-
oiled machine from the opening tip.

The Cougars scored early and of-
ten versus a Rahway team that seemed
helpless to stop them. Whether it was
outside shooting, strong drives to the
basket or through nifty interior pass-

ing, Cranford made sure this game
was settled early. The Cougars exited
the first quarter with a 17-7 lead.

It was more of the same in the
second quarter as Cranford continued
to show a high level of execution on
the offensive end that was made all
the more effective by a solid defen-
sive performance that kept the Rahway
offense off balance. Cranford held a
27-16 lead at the break.

The third quarter is where the Cou-
gars went for the kill. Cranford went
on a 12-0 run in the first two minutes
of the quarter and surged to a 23-point

lead at 39-16. A 3-point shot by Lauren
Santarelli extended the bulging lead
to 50-20 with 3:30 remaining in the
third quarter. Cranford outscored the
home team 25-6 in the quarter.

“We’ve been driving the ball to the
basket more confidently the past
couple of games,” said Wilchelns.
“That just opens things up for our
perimeter game and with players like
Caroline Kelly and others really shoot-
ing the ball well right now it makes a
very good offense and tough for other
teams to stop.”

Staked to a 30-point lead, Cranford
Head Coach Jackie Dyer was able to
play the fourth quarter, while dipping
deep into her bench rotation. It made
no difference. The Cougars contin-
ued to dominate, getting strong ef-
forts from Olivia Speer (6 points, 8

rebounds) and Caroline McCaffery
(5 points, 6 rebounds). Nobody will
confuse Rahway with teams like the
Patrick School or Roselle Catholic.
Despite the presence of standout
player Wil’Lisha Jackson (19 points,
15 rebounds), the Indians are just 2-
15 on the season. But that did not
change the fact that Cranford looked
as good as they have looked in weeks.

The strong Cougar performance
came on the heels of an equally im-
pressive, 64-47 win over Union in
their previous game. The return to
form of the offense that had been

missing in action could not have come
at a better time for Cranford with
upcoming games against Westfield,
Plainfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Pope John, all teams with win-
ning records and the seedings for the
Union County Tournament set to be
released this week.

Facing perhaps the most challeng-
ing stretch of the season, Dyer is
confident in where her team stands.

“We are in a good spot. Every team
goes through slumps during their sea-
son. I’m glad ours happened earlier in
the schedule. We are playing good de-
fense right now and everything else
kind of gets better because of that. If we
are flat defensively then we are prob-
ably going to be flat on offense as well.”
Cranford 17 10 25 11 63
Rahway   7   9   6 13 35

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR SENIORS...The Lady Cougar seniors are: Lauren Santarelli (20), Camryn Wichelns (32), Charolette VanWhy
(22), Caroline McCaffery (33) and Caroline Kelly (13). The Cougars defeated the Rahway Lady Indians, 63-35, in Rahway
on February 3. Wichelns scored 20 points and Santarelli scored 18 points.
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Clark $439,000
Move right into this charming and beautifully
maintained spacious home! Hardwood flooring,
large 2 car garage and abundant cabinet space.

Agent: John Bentz MLS: 3442860

Plainfield $599,900
Breathtaking, Historic Colonial, Exquisitely
remodeled. Features include: 3 fireplaces, outside
porch, Carriage House, Patio and full basement!

Agent: Janice Good-Piga MLS: 3406870

Scotch Plains $850,000
Welcome home to this stately colonial! Park like
property. Wonderful floorplan for entertaining.
In-ground pool, patio, deck and cabana.

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 3441911

Westfield $995,000
Beautiful, Charming, and unique “Garden’s”
Tudor. Large lot with extra parcel of land and
Garden House. Chestnut woodwork & HW floors.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3443974

Scotch Plains $940,000
This home has it all: 4 floors of quality craftsmanship
and refined living await you! Lots of natural light.
Spa-like master bath. Finished basement.

Agent: Jocelyne Holden MLS: 3441526

Scotch Plains $1,595,000
Stately stone and stucco custom designed
home! Set on a meticulously landscaped lot.
Oversized 3 car garage. Taxes under $25k.

Agent: Sherrie Natko MLS: 3431370

on to win 5-4.
“Our coach says if your opponent

brings you down and you bounce
right up, you really break him. That
kind of resonated with me and any
time he picked me up, I bouced back
up. I wasn’t going to be taken down
and staying flat,” Weber said.

Weber did record a low backdoor
takedown in the second period and
sealed the deal with a reversal in the
third period.

“I don’t like to shoot in matches. I
like upper body throws but it felt good
to finally finish a move,” Weber said.

“Russ did a great job. It took him a
little while to wake up in his match.
That was a toss up match. Coming in
we were planning for their full team,
that was one that we had to have. Russ
fell behind but he did a real nice job
battling back and showed some guts.
That’s what we talk about wrestling
for your team and he did that to-
night,” Coach Kurz said.

“To bounce up. That really comes
from the practice room. We all prac-
tice really hard with our teammates.
Johnny Heard, Brendan Loder and
Matt Dente are my practice partners.
We take a lot of pride working with
each other, working hard and pushing
each other in the room. And that’s
when we can come out here and be

explosive,” Weber said.
At 195-lbs, Cougar Zach Blevins

recorded a spin-behind takedown and
converted a defensive takedown to a
nearfall to top Brendan Loder, 7-1.
Cougar Dylan Budnik, using a single-
leg takedown and a double-leg
takedown, beat Matt Dente, 5-2, at
220-lbs then Cougar Matt Savino re-
ceived a forfeit at 285-lbs to give his
team an 18-16 lead.

The rest was all Westfield. Jake
Bencivenga pinned Brandon Reilly
in 43 seconds with an arm bar/half
nelson at 106-lbs. CJ Composto
rocked Will Fernandez to sleep in 52
seconds with a cradle at 113-lbs. Luke
Hoerle (120-lbs) received a forfeit.
Quinn Gimblette’s cradle-like
takedown in the third period rewarded
him with a 6-5 victory over Pat Kalnins
at 126-lbs then Jeremy Silber recorded
numerous takedowns and nearfalls
before pinning Chris Esposito in 5:39
with an arm bar/half nelson.

“We have a ton of people out right
now. We brought up a lot of our JV
guys trying to pull off this win but a
lot of situations didn’t go our way. As
a team we got to look better and
wrestle for sections with everybody
back in the room,” Bencivenga said.

“I would say this was a team effort.
Everybody wrestled. Getting into this

point of the season, getting into the
playoff in the post season, you need
everybody showing up every time. It’s
that simple. Nobody can take a match
off. We got to score our points, you got
to be offensive, we got to have some of
that killer instinct and I thought we did
that tonight,” Coach Kurz said.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
138: — Scanlan (W) d Korzeneski 8-2
145: — Bencivenga (C) p Dwyer 3:50
152: — Simpson (W) md Nock 17-5
160: — Reese (W) d Roper 8-3
170: — Miller (W) d Swanson 11-4
182: — Weber (W) d Alpaugh-McLean 5-4
195: — Blevins (C) d Loder 7-1
220: — Budnik (C) d Dente 5-2
Hwt: — Savino (C) won forfeit
106: — Bencivenga (W) p Reilly :43
113: — Composto (W) p Fernandez :52
120: — Hoerle (W) won forfeit
126: — Gimblette (W) d Kalnins 6-5
132: — Silber (W) p Esposito 5:39
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING FOR THE DOUBLE-LEG TAKEDOWN...Blue Devil Isaiah Reese, right, goes for and gets a double-leg takedown
on Cougar Kyell Roper in his 160-lb bout. Reese claimed an 8-3 victory over Roper.


