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Linden Council Members ‘Dismayed’
By Mayor Armstead for Dem V-Chair

Mayor Tells of SP
Muni Health Care

Last week at a special meeting of
the Township Council [Scotch Plains],
the Township Council passed a reso-
lution to end the township’s partici-
pation in the State Health Benefits
Program and switch to private health
insurance.

The Township Council made it a
priority to find ways to save taxpayer
money on health insurance, as health
insurance costs for the state have been
increasing. After considering several
potential private health insurance bro-
kers, the Township Council ultimately
chose a private health insurance bro-
ker who will reduce costs and save
taxpayers about $115,000, while pro-
viding equal to or better coverage for
township employees.

It is important to note that because of
an ordinance passed by the Township
Council in early 2017, the Mayor and
Township Council members are pro-
hibited from receiving taxpayer-funded
health benefits under both state and
private health insurance. Therefore, the
Mayor and Township Council will not
be able to receive health benefits under
this new private health plan.

This is a win-win for taxpayers,
and I remain committed to finding
more ways to increase efficiency and
save taxpayer money in 2018.

Mayor Al Smith
Scotch Plains

Girl Scouts Offer Suggestions
To Westfield Mayor Brindle

Editor’s Note: The following letter
concerns the Union County Demo-
cratic Committee upcoming election
Feb. 21 for chairman. Derek
Armstead serves as mayor of Linden.

Dear Acting Chairwoman Mahr:
We are both troubled and dismayed

by your selection of Derek Armstead
as your running mate for vice-chair of
the Union County Democratic Com-
mittee. It is our experience as elected
councilwomen in the City of Linden
that Derek Armstead is the epitome of
the challenges facing women in poli-
tics – not the answer. We have both
respectfully disagreed and spoken out
against Mayor Armstead’s tactics and
policies in the past. As a consequence,
we have both been subjected to ver-
bal attacks, Internet smears, and elec-
tion challenges to our council seats
— led and supported by Derek
Armstead.

Derek has employed bullying and
intimidation tactics in his continuous
effort to further divide the local Demo-
cratic Party. He has directed his ener-
gies towards replacing loyal Demo-
crats on our governing body with

members of his family. Making mat-
ters worse, he simply has an unwhole-
some record as a broker with women.
The person who stood with us – while
Derek was trying to unseat us – was
Nick Scutari. As chair of the Linden
City Democrats, Nick stood up to
Derek and ensured we had the party’s
full support. We are sure this angered
Derek, but Nick did what was right
for us, the City of Linden, and for the
Democratic Party. He stood with us,
and that is why we are proud to stand
with him. That fact that you have
aligned yourself with a man who re-
peatedly targets women who stand up
and speak out against him is very
disconcerting, and with all due re-
spect, calls into question your cred-
ibility as a candidate for the county
chairmanship position. Based on
Derek Armstead’s pattern of behav-
ior in Linden, we fear how he would
treat women across the county should
they disagree with him.

Councilwoman Rhashonna Cosby
Councilwoman Gretchen Hickey

Linden

Dear Mayor Brindle,
As fourth-grade Girl Scouts at

Franklin Elementary School, we con-
gratulate you on being elected
Westfield’s first woman mayor! In-
spired by your swearing-in ceremony,
when you welcomed all voices to help
improve Westfield, we met and came
up with several ideas to present to you.

First, we would like to tell you what
we enjoy about Westfield and want to
preserve. We love our teachers and
all the fun and important things we
learn about in school, including mu-
sic and art. We also are happy that
Mindowaskin Park is better than ever
thanks to recent improvements, and
we like shopping and going out to eat
downtown.

However, there are many things
that we hope you will improve upon.
For example, numerous streets need
to be repaved, which makes bike
riding difficult. We also do not like to
see so much trash and gum downtown
as well as some groups of unsuper-
vised kids who do not behave very
well. To fix these problems, we think
that paving roads should be a priority,
and we propose more police officers
walking regularly through town to
keep order. It would also be nice to
replace our trashcans with bins that

could take both garbage and recy-
cling, as seen throughout Summit.

Additionally, many of us are con-
cerned about speeding in town, be-
cause it makes us feel unsafe, espe-
cially in residential areas and on streets
without sidewalks for pedestrians. We
also wish there were more crossing-
guards to help children walking to
and from school, as in at the intersec-
tion of Woodmere and Brightwood,
which is difficult for many Franklin
students to cross.

To fill vacancies downtown, we
would like to see a painting-and-pot-
tery space or other businesses that
might provide after-school activities.
Many of us crave more boutiques and
a second movie theater. We also feel
that not enough stores offer unique
clothing and shoes for children.

Finally, we would love our town to
hold more regular fundraisers, to get
people interacting for good causes.
One of our ideas is to raise money for
a homeless shelter.

If we can help you in any way, we
are always looking for community-
service projects. We would welcome
the chance to be a part of improving
our town. Thank you for hearing us!

Girl Scout Troop 40476,
Westfield

Who’s Really Responsible For
Worsening the Public Dialogue?

So Stephen Schoeman thinks it’s
“most inappropriate” for the Leader
to publish photos of demonstrators
carrying anti-Trump posters because
it “can only inflame the public” and
“worsen an already terrible public
dialogue.” Sorry, Mr. Schoeman, but
protesting is part of what American
democracy is all about.

Mr. Schoeman says that protest
signs spread “disinformation and
bias.” He has apparently forgotten
about Russia’s use of social media to
attempt to influence the 2016 elec-
tion by spreading disinformation and
bias. And FYI, the First Amendment
doesn’t require that signs calling for
President Trump’s impeachment must

also include an analysis of the “con-
stitutional basis” for impeachment.

President Trump has called the news
media an “enemy of the people,” and
refers to news reporting he doesn’t
like as “fake news.” He tells frequent
“untruths,” publicly insults and mocks
those he disagrees with, denigrates
the FBI and Intelligence community,
and makes off-the-cuff comments that
undercut the efforts of his own people.
He irresponsibly taunts North Korea
about the “size” of its nuclear button.
So who’s really the one responsible
for worsening the public dialogue?

Bob Pinheiro
Westfield

Westfield Library Details Policy on
Library Card Registration for Kids

There has been some discussion
about the Westfield Memorial
Library’s policy regarding card regis-
tration and attendance at library pro-
grams. As always the library is com-
mitted to providing outstanding ser-
vice to the residents of Westfield. To
that end, the library prioritizes
Westfield residents in its policies and
procedures.

Westfield residents are the only
individuals permitted to register for a
library card. Adults registering
child(ren) for a library card must be
the child’s parent/legal guardian. They
are the only individuals permitted to
do so. This is common practice in
most, if not all libraries, and ensures
that the parent/legal guardian knows
about the library card and will be
responsible for all materials checked
out on that card.

Years ago, in order to expand ser-
vices to the public, the libraries of
Middlesex and Union Counties cre-
ated the Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries (M.U.R.A.L.)
program. While Westfield is a mem-
ber of this program, it can place re-
strictions on non-residents that pa-
tronize the library. For our library that

means Westfield residents, including
their children, receive priority over
non-residents for programs offered by
the Westfield Memorial Library, espe-
cially those which are anticipated to be
in high demand. Having these policies
in place permits the library to expend
funds that best serve the residents of
Westfield.

In 2017, the library hosted 376
children’s programs/library visits which
were attended by more than 8,000 chil-
dren. The Youth Services staff eagerly
plans and facilitates these many popu-
lar programs, many of which reach full
capacity. While it is unfortunate to not
accept children from all communities
into our programs, it is simply not fea-
sible. Because of the high demand for
these programs, it is necessary to priori-
tize Westfield children, as they may
otherwise be closed out.

It is our hope that we have clarified
the commitment and policies of the
Westfield Memorial Library. The li-
brary will continue to remain a promi-
nent destination that strives to pro-
vide exceptional resources for the
community of Westfield.

James Capone, President
Westfield Library Board of Trustees

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
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Valentine’s Day
To our mothers, sisters, lover or

wife, we wish you a happy Valentine’s
Day.

The iconic heart we display on
Valentine’s Day is a picture worth a
thousand words of love that we fail to
say.

Throughout our life every day, you
show your love in so many ways.

You care for our health and make
sure we eat right.

You reassure us when things go
wrong that it will be all right.

You are our toughest critic when
we veer off-course and you set us
right.

You are our strongest supporter in
everyday life, and at the end of the
day before we turn out the lights.

We know we are blessed to have
the best mother, sister, lover or wife.

Dedicated to all the women in our
life, Happy Valentine’s Day!

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

Will Federal SALT Cap Cause
Local Tax Hike, Spending Cuts?

New Law Advances Ability Of
Veterans to Access Services

This month is the traditional kickoff of local and
county budget meetings as our elected and appointed
officials decide how much they will raise our taxes.
As we all know, taxes never go down. But, with the
new $10,000 cap on the State and Local Tax, known
as SALT, deduction on federal tax returns, we en-
courage local leaders to do all they can to keep the
increases in check this year.

In his nj.com (Star-Ledger) column, Paul Mulshine
notes those with high valued properties/real estate
who were deducting as much as $30,000 to $40,000
in SALT will now be limited to the $10,000 cap.

Per Mr. Mulshine’s column, Senate President
Stephen Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) has said build-
ers have told him they anticipate that the new SALT
cap will cause a 7.4-percent decrease in home val-
ues. In response, he said property taxes will either
have to be increased to make up for this cut in
revenue or governmental spending will have to be
cut back. In addition, Mr. Sweeney no longer sup-
ports a millionaires tax in New Jersey, saying Presi-
dent Trump and Republicans having effectively ac-
complished that through the SALT cap. Another
concern we have is that towns are now under state-
ordered revaluations. How will a 7.4-percent drop in
values, if this does in fact occur, impact tax assess-
ments which will now equal 100 percent of the
market value at the time they are completed?

When the SALT cap was approved as part of the
Republican tax cut package, a number of state law-
makers said they would sponsor legislation to re-
move the same $10,000 limit on State and Local
Taxes on state income-tax returns.

Cranford has begun its budget meetings while
Scotch Plains will begin its budget talks with depart-
ment heads on Saturday. We expect that Union
County Manager Alfred Faella will present his final
executive budget soon. He is retiring as of March 1,
when Ed Oatman takes over as manager. It is our
hope that municipal officials will attend some of
these meetings which, over the past few years, have
been held at county facilities such as the Galloping
Hill Golf Course clubhouse and the Vocational-
Technical Schools. In some towns the county por-
tion of property taxes is more than the municipal
portion.

As the budget process begins we again urge law-
makers and Governor Phil Murphy to extend the 2-
percent cap on arbitration awards for police and
firefighter contracts. The cap on arbitration awards
was initiated by former Governor Chris Christie and
Sen. Sweeney in 2011 and extended in 2014. By
letting this cap expire, collective bargaining units
will have no incentive to settle contracts during
negotiations, knowing that an arbitrator will likely
give them more than 2 percent in salary increases.
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While Americans remain divided on multiple
issues today, one that most people can agree upon
is the critical need to improve our military veter-
ans’ access to the benefits to which they are so
richly entitled.

The success of recent legislation (S-1534/A-
1249), designed to enhance New Jersey veterans’
access to such benefits, we believe helps advance
this important cause. One of more than 100 bills
signed into law by former Governor Chris Christie
during his last full day in office January 15, the
measure eases the process for veterans to obtain
county identification cards. It also allows veterans
who served in the National Guard in other states to
participate in the program as well.

“All veterans, including those who served the
country in the National Guard, deserve easy access
to services that they can receive with county vet-
eran IDs,” said Assemblyman Anthony M. Bucco
(R-25th, Randolph), who co-sponsored the Assem-
bly bill with Assemblyman Parker Space (R-24th,
Sparta), in a statement released two days after the
bill became law. “Easing the burden of qualifying
will ensure more veterans have better access to the
benefits they have earned.”

The statement notes that the new law “allows

veterans to qualify for cards with approved separa-
tion forms specified by all branches of the military.
No longer will they be required to show DD-214
forms.” The county veteran identification cards “will
include the date of issuance and indicate the separa-
tion form used to prove eligibility,” the statement
continued.

We applaud such actions by our elected represen-
tatives, and encourage all our legislators to con-
tinue to champion the courageous men and women
who comprise the ranks of our military. As we have
stated previously in this space, we owe these de-
fenders of our freedom a debt of gratitude that can
never be quantified or repaid.

Nevertheless, many veterans, from those who
served decades ago to those just returning home,
continue to face battles of a different kind. These
include PTSD, physical disabilities, financial
struggles and other readjustment challenges, some-
times compounded by difficulties accessing the ap-
propriate services to address these issues.

All of our military personnel — active duty and
veterans alike — deserve the very best efforts we can
give them. We hope to see even further measures
realized in the near future, to provide each hero the
homecoming he or she has rightfully earned.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Jetton – A small metal counter used

in some card games
2. Pucelage – Virginity
3. Facundity – Eloquence; readiness of

speech
4. Externat – A day school

HORTATIVE
1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Pertaining to an orchard or garden
3. To urge strongly or encourage
4. Having a terrible sound; sounding

dreadfully
LIVOR

1. Envy
2. Resembling or of the color of lye;

ashen
3. Vigorous; very active
4. Belief

POCOCURANTE
1. A marsh or swamp
2. Indifferent or apathetic
3. Afflicted with gout
4. Dull; lissless

ESPISCATION
1. Very particular; something outstand-

ing
2. The act of scaling fish
3. Sensitivity to art and beauty; good

taste
4. Act of getting to the truth of any

matter by strict inquiry


