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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Mapp Chief of Staff Quits
Over ‘Lack of Transparency’
As the battle continues for the chair-

manship of the Union County Demo-
cratic Committee, John Stewart, Jr.
has resigned as Plainfield Mayor
Adrian Mapp’s chief of staff over a
“lack of transparency” at City Hall,
according to a Tap of Plainfield re-
port.  Several city council members
are said to be angry with Mr. Mapp’s
endorsement of State Senator Nick
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) over
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr for
county chair. The election is set for
Wednesday, February 21 in Clark.

Insidenj.com has reported that
Plainfield Councilman Sean
McKenna, vice-chair of the
Plainfield Democratic City Commit-
tee (PDCC), called Mr. Mapp’s en-
dorsement of Mr. Scutari a
“backroom deal that will yield re-
sults for a handful of people and
their personal ambitions, at the ex-
pense of Plainfield.”

Insidenj.com reported that Mary
Burgwinkle, PDCC treasurer, in an
email to PDCC members, said she was
“sad and disappointed” Mr. Mapp en-
dorsed Mr. Scutari “in advance of call-
ing a PDCC or executive committee
meeting to discuss this important mat-
ter.” Mayor Mapp is chairman of the
PDCC.Mayor Mapp has said keep-
ing a Assembly seat in Plainfield, the
county’s third largest city, was very
important to him.
Justice Dept. Dropping Charges

Against Sen. Menendez
Bloomberg has reported that U.S.

prosecutors have dropped a federal
corruption case against U.S. Sena-
tor Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) and
will not retry him after a divided
jury failed to reach a verdict last
year. The decision by prosecutors
comes after a federal judge last
month tossed seven of the 18 major
charges against Sen. Menendez and
co-defendant, Salomon Melgen, a
Florida eye doctor, was accused of
bribing him in exchange for politi-
cal favors.

U.S. District Judge William Walls
ruled that Sen. Menendez was not
guilty on four criminal counts, but
had kept other bribery and fraud
charges open to be including as part
of a new trial.

Trump Approval Gains
In New Monmouth U. Poll

A new Monmouth University Poll
has found that President Donald
Trump’s job approval rating has
bounced back from the record low in
a December poll as more Americans
now see the President as having
achieved some legislative success.

President Trump’s job rating now
stands at 42 percent approve and 50
percent disapprove, an improvement
from his December low of 32 percent
approve and 56 percent disapprove.

“If the election for House of Repre-
sentatives were held today, 47 per-
cent of registered voters say they
would vote for or lean toward voting
for the Democratic candidate in their
district compared to 45 percent who
would support the Republican. This
marks a dramatic shift from last
month, when Democrats held a 15-
point advantage on the generic ballot,
51 percent to 36 percent,” according
to the press release.

GOP State Lawmakers Eying
Run for Frelinghuysen Seat

A number of potential Republican
candidates are said to be mulling runs
for the 11th Congressional District of
retiring veteran Congressman Rodney
Frelinghuysen (R). Senator Joseph
Pennachio (R-26th, Monville) an-
nounced this week that he will not be
a candidate while Assemblyman Jay
Webber (R-26th, Parsippany) has said
he will be running. Assemblyman An-
thony Bucco (R-25th, Randolph), who
has formed an exploratory committee,
is also considering entering the race.

Senator Sen. Kristin Corrado (R-
40, Wayne), the former Passaic
County clerk, and Kate Whitman
Annis also are reported to be look-
ing at possible candidacies. Ms.
Whitman  Annis, a Morristown resi-
dent, lost in the 2008 GOP Primary
to Congressman Leonard Lance (R-
7th) in the 7th District Primary.  Mikie
Sherrill, a retired Navy helicopter
pilot and former federal prosecutor,
is said to be the leading Democrat in
the race.

Union County Republicans to
Hold Convention on March 10
The Union County Republican Com-

mittee will hold their convention Satur-
day, March 10 at the Kean University
STEM Building in Union.

Union County Democrats to
Vote Feb. 21 for New Chair

WHO RUNS THE WORLD?...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, second from left in
front row, served as a panelist on the “Who Runs the World? Girls! Power, Money,
and Law” session during the New Jersey Planning Conference in New Brunswick
on January 26. Other speakers included Union Township Committeewoman Michèle
Delisfort; South Orange Village President Sheena C. Collum; Summit Mayor Nora
Radest; Sherry L. Tracey, senior managing director of Phoenix Advisors LLC; Erin
K. Law, partner of McManimon, Scotland & Baumann, LLC, and Lisa John-Basta,
member of Chiesa Shahinian & Giantomasi, PC.

FANWOOD — Union County
Democratic Committee (UCDC)
Acting Chairwoman Colleen Mahr,
the mayor of Fanwood, has an-
nounced that Wednesday, February
21 will be the date of the meeting to
vote on the UCDC’s next permanent
chair. The date was voted on at a
meeting on January 31 with munici-
pal chairs and UCDC officers per
the organization by-laws to deter-
mine the date of the full committee
meeting.

During the February 21st meeting,
which will begin at 7 p.m. and take
place at the Grand Centurion in Clark,
committee members will also be vot-
ing on the next vice-chair.

In addition to Ms. Mahr, State Sena-
tor Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Linden)
and Anthony Salters, the Hillside
Democratic Chairman, have publicly
declared their candidacies for county
chairmanship.

“February 21st will help ensure
that committee members from
throughout Union County have the
opportunity to come and cast their
vote for the next chair and vice-chair
of our County Democratic Commit-
tee,” said Ms. Mahr. “Based on the

feedback, (Linden) Mayor (Derek)
Armstead and I have gotten since we
announced our candidacies, it is very
clear that committee members recog-
nize the tremendous importance of
voting to set the direction for our
organization moving forward. I’m
looking forward to speaking with even
more of our committee members over
the next three weeks in advance of the
vote to explain our vision for the
party’s future. I am also uniquely
committed to making sure our meet-
ing on the 21st provides people with
the opportunity to vote in a respect-
ful, transparent environment that pro-
tects the integrity of each of our com-
mittee member’s votes.”

Ms. Mahr previously announced
her candidacy for the chair position
and will be running with Mr.
Armstead, who announced his candi-
dacy for the position of UCDC vice-
chair. Ms. Mahr served as the elected
vice-chair and running mate of Chair-
man Jerry Green, who is also an as-
semblyman representing the 22nd
Legislative District) for the past five
years, up until Mr. Green’s retirement
from the position for health reasons
last week.
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NJT Plans to End Bus No. 95,
Public Hearings Scheduled

REGION — NJ Transit has pro-
posed to discontinue all service on
Bus Route No. 95 due to what it says
is low ridership and the availability of
ample alternative public transporta-
tion to facilitate these trips. The bus
runs between weekdays during peak
morning and evening commutes from
Scotch Plains and Newark via points
in Westfield, Mountainside, Spring-
field, and Union.

The bus line operates only inbound
towards Newark in the morning and
only outbound towards Scotch Plains
in the evening. Approximately 179
one-way customers per weekday use
this service, which can be represented
as 11 passengers per trip, according
to NJT Transit. All affected custom-
ers would continue to have alterna-
tive bus service available to them
should the No. 95 bus service be
discontinued. NJ Transit will conduct
public hearings to receive public com-
ments on the proposed discontinu-
ance of Bus Route No. 95.

Written comments for the record
may be sent to Public Hearing Office-
Bus Route No. 95 Comments, NJ
Transit, One Penn Plaza East, New-
ark, NJ 07105 or on NJ Transit’s

website, www.njtransit.com/
publichearings. All comments must
be received no later than midnight,
February 28.

Individuals requesting sign lan-
guage interpreters should contact the
Public Hearing Office at (973) 491-
7453 or TTY (800) 772-2287 by this
Monday, February 12. Individuals
requesting language support should
contact customer service at (973) 275-
5555 by February 12.

Please be advised and assured that
no final decision has been made re-
garding the proposed bus route dis-
continuance. The public’s views on
this proposal as expressed at the
hearings and through the written
comment process will be presented
to the NJ Transit board of directors
prior to a final decision in this mat-
ter.

Public hearings will be held as fol-
lows: Thursday, February 22, 6 p.m.,
NJ Transit Headquarters Board
Room, One Penn Plaza East, New-
ark; and Tuesday, February 27 at 6
p.m. in council chambers, located on
the first floor of the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building, 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains, NJ.

Mayors Unite to Press for
Better Raritan Line Service
REGION – Fanwood Mayor Col-

leen Mahr has announced that the
Mayors Task Force of the Raritan
Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC) has
grown to include 26 communities
along the Raritan Valley Rail line.
Their common goal is to seek one-
seat train service into New York Penn
Station during peak hours.

The Mayors Task Force, which is
part of the RVRC, met recently in
Westfield to map out a strategy to get
support from Governor Phil Murphy,
Transportation Commissioner Diane
Gutierrez-Scaccetti, and Senate and
Assembly representatives to fund di-
rect train service. RVRC successfully
negotiated morning and evening di-
rect trains but only during weekday
off-peak hours.

The RVRC, established in 1998,
and the Mayors Task Force are com-
mitted to improving the commute for
riders who struggle daily with service
interruptions and time-consuming
train and platform transfers on the
RVL, according to the release.

Martin Robins of Westfield, direc-
tor emeritus of the Alan M. Voorhees
Transportation Center at Rutgers
University, said, “eliminating a trans-
fer in Newark could save at least 12
minutes in total commuting time and
the worry of missing a connection.
That is a significant quality of life
issue.” The RVRC said they will con-
tinue to work on a proposal to NJ
Transit that would request direct trains
during the peak periods. The Task
Force is hoping Governor Murphy,
Commissioner Gutierrez-Scaccetti
and other elected officials will step in
and support the request.

“We are seeking equity and de-
served improvements for our con-
stituents,” said Mayor Mahr, co-chair
of the task force.

Scotch Plans Al Smith, who has
also joined the task force, said, “Al-
though Scotch Plains does not have a
train station, many of our residents do
use the Raritan Valley Line to com-
mute to work. One-seat train service
into New York Penn Station during

peak hours would be a great benefit to
these riders and the community in
general,” Mayor Smith said.

Task Force Co-Chairs, Bound
Brook Mayor Robert Fazen,
Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle and
Mayor Mahr, in a joint statement,
noted that quality transportation is
enormous for towns.

According to the Regional Plan
Association, proximity to high qual-
ity transit is associated with increased
property values, every minute saved
on a morning commute to NYC in-
creases nearby home values by
$3,000, and efficient transportation
is important to attracting business
and employees.

The Mayors also stressed the criti-
cal importance of the federal govern-
ment funding the Gateway Project.

“This is important for the RVL and
North Jersey’s transportation system
overall because the project will pro-
vide additional slots in New York
Penn Station for Raritan Valley Line
trains. Mayors and all elected offi-
cials, particularly those with a train
station in their community, have a
responsibility to speak out and de-
mand safe, reliable and convenient
transit. The continuing decline of rail
infrastructure causes delays and safety
concerns almost on a daily basis and
it is no longer acceptable,” the may-
ors said.

The Gateway Project includes con-
struction of two new Hudson River
tunnels, rehabilitation of the existing
tunnels, additional tracks and platforms
at New York Penn Station and the
Portal Bridge replacement. Each of
these improvements is necessary for a
quality transportation system and the
economy of this region. The Mayors’
Task Force plans a series of meetings
with state legislators on improved ser-
vice on the Raritan Valley Line and
funding of the Gateway Project.

908-482-8855

SPF Rotary Close to Meeting
Goal for Frazee Renovation
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plain-Fanwood Rotary Frazee House
foundation is close to meeting the
goal of necessary funds to start work
on the exterior restoration of the
Frazee House.

The property (known, to longtime
residents as the site of the Terry Lou
Zoo) has already found a new life by
the establishment of the Community
Garden in 2015, the township’s recent
landscaping and installation of walk-
ing paths, as well as the planting of
wild flower meadows by the township’s
Environmental Commission.

The house, once on the “most en-
dangered places” list in New Jersey,
is a rare example of pre-revolution-

ary construction, and the Rotary Club
pledged to save this house. Over the
course of a number of years, the Frazee
House foundation has made huge
strides in planning the complete res-
toration.

Now, after fundraisers and private
contributions, as well as various com-
petitive grants, the goal is in sight
and the community is asked to take
an active part in raising the funds to
restore the exterior of the house to
the crown jewel in Scotch Plains
history.

Signs will soon be soon be posted
throughout town as the final push is
made in the next 60 days to raise over
$200,000.


