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Freeholders to Vote Tonight
On Courthouse Stairwell

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union County is set to
move ahead with its courthouse tower
project with the awarding of a $19-
million construction contract at tonight’s
freeholders meeting.

The freeholders are expected to vote
to approve a contract with Millburn-
based GPC, Inc. The company was
previously given an $840,000 contract
two years ago for improvements to the
radio room in the courthouse tower.

Joseph Graziano, director of the De-
partment of Engineering, Public Works
and Facilities Management, said the
county was first told it needed to ad-
dress safety concerns of the state re-
garding the tower in 2000.

The state had threatened to close the
building due to fire code violations and
later ordered the county to add a second
egress. Mr. Graziano said the county
spent around a million dollars in devel-
oping plans for an exterior stairwell.

“Because at the time that was what
we were considering,” Mr. Graziano
said in responding to questions from
Freeholder Angel Estrada. The county
decided against an exterior stairwell for
safety reasons.

The county later opted to construct
an interior stairwell and to build a sepa-
rate 78,000-square-foot family court-
house on Cherry Street in Elizabeth, a
$38.6-million facility with seven court-
rooms and judges’ chambers and of-
fices for the county’s improvement au-
thority. That facility opened last year.

Mr. Graziano said GPC came in 12.5
percent, or $2.3 million, under the
county’s engineer’s estimated budget
for the tower project. He said the lowest
three or four bids from prospective
contractors were “very, very tight” while
the higher two bids were “pretty much
off the scale.”

He estimated construction will start
around March and will take three years
to complete. It will start with the court-
house rotunda and proceed to the tower.

“This project has to happen...We do
need another form of egress,” he said.
“God forbid something happens to one
of our employees.”

Freeholder Al Mirabella asked if the
project would present a problem to

members of the public. Mr. Graziano
said the county has been working with
the state courts administration to move
employees out of areas as the construc-
tion is done, noting that the project will
be completed one floor at a time and
during evening hours.

In addition to the construction con-
tract, the county has spent $3.7 million
in architectural and engineering ser-
vices with Netta Architects of Moun-
tainside and another $1.9 million on
construction management services with
Mast Construction Services of Little
Falls for the project, according to a
check of county agendas.

In other business, the freeholders
also will vote tonight to award a
$638,000 contract to Reivax Contract-
ing Corp. of Newark for replacement of
a bridge over an underground stream at
Elm and Orchard Streets in Westfield.
The county reported in a press release
issued in January 2016 that it received
a Local Aid Grant of $750,000 from the
New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion under the agency’s Local Bridges
Future Needs Program.

“The existing bridge was built in
1926. It is similar to a culvert and the
work will involve addressing under-
ground utilities. The entire bridge will
be removed and replaced,” according
to the press release.

The board also will vote on a resolu-
tion to approve a waiver of the county’s
employee residency requirement for
newly-hired county manager Ed
Oatman, a resident of Woodbridge. Mr.
Oatman, who attended Thursday’s meet-
ing, will start on Thursday, March 1.

Resolutions also will be on the
agenda for appointments to county
advisory boards. Locally, Fanwood
Councilman Jack Molenaar, Garwood
Councilman Joe Sarno, former Moun-
tainside councilman Robert W.
Messler, all delegates, and current en-
gineer Michael Disko, Jr. of Moun-
tainside, alternate; David Judd, del-
egate, and Marvin Gersten, alternate,
will be named to the Union County
Transportation Advisory Board for
one-year terms. Garwood Councilman
Rich McCormack will be appointed to
the Union County Air Traffic and Noise
Advisory Board for a two-year term.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE EAGLE HAS LANDED....Brooks Crandall, a photographer for The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and die-hard Philadel-
phia Eagles fan, stopped into the newspaper’s offices on Monday after arriving
back from a Super Bowl party in Philadelphia to celebrate his team’s first Super
Bowl championship.

VALENTINE GREETINGS...Student members of the Union County 4-H Dog
Lovers Club recently put their hearts and hands into a community service project,
silkscreening and painting dozens of handmade Valentine’s Day cards for an Air
Force National Guard company adopted by the club. The company is stationed at
McGuire Air Force Base and currently is deployed overseas. Displaying a sample
card alongside their mothers are club members Kaelin Tricoche, left, and Emily
Del Monte, right. A program of the Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Union
County supported in part by the Freeholder Board, Union County 4-H Clubs
foster leadership, civic engagement and other life skills for students in grades 1 to
12. For more information, contact 4-H Agent Jim Nichnadowicz at
jnichnadowicz@ucnj.org or (908) 654-9854, or visit online at ucnj.org/rce.
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7th District Candidates
up to Trump.” Mr. Pringle said he has
fought big corporations such as Exxon,
and locally he is supporting Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr in her run for
Union County Democratic chair, saying
there is an “Old Boys Club” in Union
County.

Mr. Malinowski said if Democrats
controlled one house in Congress they
could defend the core institutions, such
as the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
that are under attack. As assistant secre-
tary of state under President Barack
Obama, Mr. Malinowski was involved
in preserving evidence to get an investi-
gation underway on Russia’s involve-
ment in the 2016 Presidential election.
Mr. Malinowski, who emigrated from
Poland to New Jersey at age 6 with his
mother, said if he was elected to Con-
gress he would “not allow this adminis-
tration to inject racism...fear of the im-
migrant into our law enforcement policy,
our immigration policy...”

When asked which committee each
would choose to serve on should he be
elected, Mr. Pringle said he would choose
the Energy and Commerce Committee,
Mr. Salmon said the House Ethics Com-
mittee, and Mr. Malinowski said the
Ways and Means Committee.

In response to budgetary questions,
Mr. Pringle said he would cut the Penta-
gon budget to aid cost savings and repeal
the tax plan passed by Republicans at the
end of 2017 and signed by President
Trump. Tax reform and adding a new tax
bracket for those making $750,000 a
year was mentioned by Mr. Salmon.
Corporate subsidies should be redirected
to education, health care and the envi-
ronment, Mr. Jois said. Mr. Malinowski
said he would like to see the tax bill
replaced and repealed, calling the tax
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Zoo Property
is no charge, but a small donation of
$1.75 is being recommended.

At the start of the meeting, Council-
woman Checchio read a resolution pro-
claiming February as Black History
Month. Mayor Alexander Smith said it
was appropriate that the refurbished
Shady Rest Club House at Scotch Hills
Country Club will re-open later this
month after a long renovation to the
historic building’s exterior and interior.

The council then held an executive
session. Among the items set to be
discussed was the possible acquisition
of the Highland Swim Club property on
Martine Avenue. In executive sessions
after its January 2 and January 16 meet-
ings, the council talked about the same
property, although there has been no
word on what the governing body envi-
sions for the site.

bill “economic malpractice.”
In response to gun reform, Mr.

Malinowski said gun laws should focus
on “sensible reform” such as universal
background checks and banning bump
stocks. Mr. Pringle said there should be
“appropriate regulations,” further say-
ing legislation should be passed that
would ban guns for those who are men-
tally disturbed, on terrorist watch lists,
and domestic abusers. Mr. Salmon said
private gun sellers should have access to
a national federal database to conduct
background checks on their buyers.

All four candidates agreed there has to
be bipartisan support of funding a tunnel
for rail transit into New York.

The Primary Election is June 5.

Borough Awaits Grants;
Hiring Animal Control Off.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Paul
N. Mirabelli and the borough council
on Tuesday discussed a request from
Regency International to conduct a
tent sale at 1112 Bristol Road. Re-
gency International sells Christmas
Trees, trimming materials and other
holiday-oriented products during the
winter months, stated Borough Ad-
ministrator James J. Debbie, Jr.

During the spring and summer
months the company sells pottery and
silk flowers, among other seasonal
supplies, Mr. Debbie said.

Mayor Mirabelli said municipal
responses to business requests occu-
pying the open space is usually no.

“No retail, no retail, is our mantra.
I always tell people, when you see
grass along Route 22 that is when you
know you are in Mountainside,”
Mayor Mirabelli said.

The mayor said he was not closed
off to hearing more details, such as if
the business was interested in donat-
ing items back to the community.

The borough will donate $300,000
to Governor Livingston High School’s
Project Graduation. The event takes
place graduation night, promoting a
drug-free and alcohol-free environ-
ment for graduates to enjoy their ac-
complishments, the mayor said.
Mountainside teenagers attend the
Berkeley Heights high school.

“We give it (the donation) every
year. We make sure they (the gradu-
ates) have a lot of fun,” Mr. Mirabelli
said.

Mayor Mirabelli said the borough
will analyze details regarding the
possible purchase of a 2018 Ford

Escape SE for $22,107. The vehicle
would be in service for 10 to 15 years,
replacing a “very old vehicle,” the
mayor said.

The mayor said he and Mr. Debbie
will review prudent financing possi-
bilities pending the upcoming budget
preparation.

Mountainside is hoping to receive
$5,000 from the state’s Highway
Safety Program and $2,000 from the
Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant, Mr.
Debbie said. He said no numbers
have been finalized for the spending
plan as the borough awaits revenue
from the distribution of grants from
state entities.

Mountainside will renew a con-
tract with Animal Control Solutions,
Mr. Debbie said. Animal Control
Solutions handles animal-control is-
sues including responding when ani-
mals are killed by traffic. Animal
Control Solutions replaced the de-
funct Associated Humane Societies
in Newark, stated Mr. Debbie.

Mayor Mirabelli stated a 25-per-
cent increase in service costs for ani-
mal-control services is quite steep
and questioned why the increase will
become so sharp over two years. Mr.
Debbie said Animal Control Solu-
tions says its operation expenses, such
as insurances costs, was the reason
for the increase.

Mr. Debbie said Mountainside will
train an animal cruelty officer who
will be responsible for responding to
animal abuse claims reported to the
police department. It was noted that
the position is becoming a municipal
responsibility throughout New Jer-
sey after state departments and initia-
tives have been defunded.

Six Arrested After Refusing
To Leave Lance’s Office

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Police arrested six
protestors, including clergy members,
Monday after they refused to leave the
North Avenue office of Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield).

According to police, those charged
were the Reverend Ann Ralosky, 54,
senior minister at the First Congrega-
tional Church in Montclair and a
Montclair resident; Rabbi Elliott
Tepperman, 49, of B’nai Keshet in
Montclair, a West Orange resident;
Pastor John Rogers, 29, of First Con-
gregational Church in Montclair and a
resident of Montclair; Rabbi Faith
Dantowitz, 52, of B’nai Abraham in
Livingston, a resident of Millburn;
Kristin Peck, 65, of Maplewood, a
member of the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation in Summit, and Nedia
Morsy, 25, of Hillside, an organizer at
Make the Road New Jersey, an immi-
grants’ rights group in Elizabeth.

All were charged with defiant tres-
pass. They were processed and each
was released with a summons pending
a court date, the Westfield Police De-
partment confirmed.

According to news reports, police
were summoned by Mr. Lance’s staff
when the group refused to leave the
office until they had received an an-
swer from the Congressman, who was
not in the office at the time, that he
would vote in favor of a “clean
DREAM Act.” DREAM is an acro-
nym for Development, Relief, and
Education for Alien Minors. The leg-
islative proposal would qualify alien
minors in the United States by first
granting them conditional residency
and, upon meeting further qualifica-
tions, permanent residency.

Mr. Lance’s spokesman said the
Congressman is the co-sponsor of
“clean” legislation concerning DACA
(Deferred Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals) recipients – H.R. 1468. He also
said the Congressman supports bipar-
tisan solutions to break the impasse
over DACA, including the Problem

Solvers’ proposal. Mr. Lance and New
Jersey Democratic representative Josh
Gottheimer (D-5th) are both members
of the Problem Solvers Caucus.

When asked for comment on the
arrests, press secretary John Byers re-
leased the following statement: “Con-
gressman Lance has great respect for
our state clergy and is happy to meet
with the congregation at a time that is
mutually convenient for both parties as
he has done with other religious leaders
and groups on numerous occasions.”

He said Mr. Lance’s staff offered to
schedule a meeting with the Congress-
man, even though he does not repre-
sent Montclair, in either New Jersey or
Washington. “That offer was ignored,”
Mr. Byers said in an e-mail.

He said the protestors requested to
be arrested, saying the group had called
Westfield police earlier in the day to
notify them they were coming and
research what charges would be
brought against them.

Lance’s 46th Town Hall
Sat. In Bridgewater

WESTFIELD — Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield)
announced yesterday that he will host
his 46th in-person town hall meeting
this Saturday, February 10, begin-
ning at 9 a.m., at Bridgewater-Raritan
Middle School in Bridgewater.

During the town hall meeting, Mr.
Lance will take questions on the impor-
tant issues facing Congress and the
American people. Mr. Lance will dis-
cuss government funding, national secu-
rity, the Robert Mueller investigation,
his leadership role in combating sexual
harassment, the successful reauthoriza-
tion of the Children’s Health Insurance
Program (CHIP) and other issues.

Additionally, members of Mr.
Lance’s staff will be available to assist
residents who are experiencing diffi-
culties with federal agencies such as
the IRS, Social Security Administra-
tion, Veterans Affairs, the State De-
partment or any other federal agency.

Plans in Approval Process
For Addams Tavern

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – In a piece of po-
tentially good news for the Westfield
foodies, Addams Tavern owner Chip
Grabowski told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that, “if all goes
well,” the popular eatery could re-
open in 90 days.

Mr. Grabowski told The Times that
all of the drawings for the court-
required work will be completed to-
day (Thursday) for submission to the
landlord and town building depart-
ment. He said the process has taken a
bit longer, but that they wanted to
“make sure all our t’s are crossed and
our i’s are dotted.”

Harvest Restaurant Group, the par-
ent company of Addams Tavern, was
able to accommodate all of the events

scheduled at Addams, and while a
few employees chose to leave, Mr.
Grabowski said that the majority of
Addams’ employees were relocated
to other Harvest restaurants. He added
that the Westfield “community has
been awesome” with support on so-
cial media and he looks forward to re-
opening.

The restaurant closed December
15 as part of a court matters in which
the landlord, Tarta Luna Properties,
owned by Norm Greco, is suing The
Town of Westfield, Construction Of-
ficial Steve Freedman and Harvest
Restaurant Group. Tarta Luna has
both a law division and chancery
division suit against Harvest, and is
claiming in part that damage was
done to the building and the neigh-
boring building during construction
of the restaurant, making conditions
unsafe. Court documents also allege
that town officials should not have
provided a Certificate of Occupancy
to the restaurant due to the unsafe
conditions and that stop work orders
were not enforced.

Westfield Teen, Service Dog
Removed From School Bus

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A Westfield school-
girl and her service dog were removed
by police from a school bus, a mother
claimed at Tuesday’s board of educa-
tion meeting.

But Board President Gretchan Ohlig
said the district and the bus company had
a responsibility to ensure that other chil-
dren on the bus were not allergic to dogs.

Fraidy Reiss, of Edgar Road, said her
daughter, Avigail, boarded the school
bus on January 3 with her service dog,
Logan, but was told she was not al-
lowed to travel with the dog. Ms. Reiss
said she got on the bus to explain to the
bus driver that she had resolved the
issue with the school district but, after
half an hour, the bus company called
the police.

“The police removed my daughter
and the service dog from the bus that
morning,” Ms. Reiss told the board. “It
took me a full week to persuade the
district to drive my daughter and her
service dog to school.

“Special Services have gone out of
their way to do everything they can, in
violation of federal and state law and
human decency, to bar my daughter
from going to school with her service
dog,” Ms. Reiss said.

Avigail, 18, told board members,
“The feeling of waking up in the morn-
ing, walking outside and thinking you
can go to school but then being told you
can’t, being stopped and then watching
all the other children on the school bus
being taken off in front of you and
basically being told you’re doing some-
thing wrong somehow, of course that
makes me feel bad. It’s not fair. It’s not
fair to me and to anyone else in my
position.”

Ms. Reiss said the district had been
aware that her daughter would be get-
ting a service dog since May, but she
had not been informed that any special
paperwork would be required.

“Avigail, I am very sorry you were
put in that situation. You are absolutely

entitled to the same education that ev-
eryone in this district gets, and I apolo-
gize if you felt otherwise,” Ms. Ohlig
responded.

Responding to Ms. Reiss, Ms. Ohlig
said, “A second bus had to come and
I’m sure that was disturbing for you and
really upsetting for your daughter that a
second bus had to take all the other
children and the police had to get in-
volved.”

Ms. Ohlig explained that the bus
served multiple children from around
the area and, before a service dog could
travel on the bus, their parents had to be
contacted to check there were no aller-
gies or phobias to dogs.

“We have an obligation to all the
children who ride that bus, as does the
bus company,” she said.

Avigail Reiss first traveled to Cor-
nerstone Day School, a private school
in Mountainside, with her dog on Janu-
ary 2.

Ms. Reiss said that, within hours, she
started getting e-mails and calls from
the district saying the dog could not
travel on the school bus until she sub-
mitted verification that it was a service
dog. She said that she provided the
required information proving the dog
had its license and was in good health
on January 2, but Avigail and Logan
were still prevented from traveling to
school on January 3.

Ms. Ohlig said that January 4 was a
snow day and that, by the following
day, the district had spoken to the par-
ents of all the other children on the bus
and was “good to go.”

Ms. Reiss asked the board to apolo-
gize to her and her daughter, to review
its policy regarding service dogs, and to
pay the legal expenses of $9,000 she
has incurred fighting the case.

Earlier in the meeting, the board heard
that work to refurbish the middle-school
auditoriums has almost been completed.
Bids would be invited for the work on
Kehler Stadium this week, and it is
hoped this will start in May and be
completed by August 31.


