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After Busy 2017, Zoning
Board Faces Light Agenda

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After a year
dominated by numerous hearings on
a variety of applications pertaining to
cellular telephone antenna installa-
tions, the zoning board of adjustment
has started off 2018 with a light
workload.

At its second meeting of the year
last week, there were no applications
on the board’s agenda, the same situ-
ation as at its January 11 meeting.
Board Secretary Shannon Rapant told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that a tentative agenda for the board’s
Thursday, March 1 meeting includes
a fence application and another ap-
plication to install a swimming pool.

At its brief February 1 meeting, the

board memorialized several resolu-
tions from the January 11 meeting,
including appointing Vincent
Loughlin to serve again as board at-
torney, a post he has held for a num-
ber of years. Other long-time consult-
ants also were reappointed, with
Ferriero Engineering continuing as
the board’s engineer and Mary Moody
as the board’s planner.

Given last week’s light agenda, the
board went into executive session —
“an opportune time to do so,” said
Board Vice-Chairman Rich Duthie
— so that Mr. Loughlin could lead the
five members present in a training
session pertaining to zoning and other
relevant issues. Township Zoning
Officer Robert LaCosta also was
present to answer any questions.

Developments Underway; Borough
To Seek Proposals for Study

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough
council’s redevelopment advisor,
Elizabeth Jeffery, on Monday ex-
plained a resolution the council will
vote on at its next meeting that would
agree to submit a request for propos-
als for planning services to study the
Old South Avenue corridor.

In the Fanwood Development and
Business Update its states the planner
would be tasked with determining
how to “best revitalize” the area, tak-
ing into consideration grants for
streetscape improvements, an overall
pedestrian connectivity, the nearby
Plainfield/Netherwood community to
the west and the Fanwood downtown
to the east. Vacating Old South Av-
enue and zoning also would be re-
viewed.

“It requires a more comprehensive
look,” Ms. Jeffery said of the Old
South Avenue corridor.

Other developments also are un-
derway. Station Square at Fanwood
has received a building permit for
Building 1, Ms. Jeffery said. Site work
for the expansion of Frank’s Auto
Body has begun. Empire Properties,
which purchased the former Young’s

Paint property, has hired architect
James Guerra, whose concepts for a
mixed-use development are to be re-
viewed by the zoning office next week.
Construction is ongoing at 35 Second
Street, which is slated for a mixed-
use development.

Lightbridge Academy is anticipat-
ing to open at the end of the month in
the former home of Sun Tavern at 15
South Avenue. Planning also is un-
derway for a new residential and re-
tail development at 105 South Av-
enue, the former A&P Supermarket
property.

Sheelen’s Fish Company has had a
soft opening at 383 South Avenue, the
former home of the Seafare Chippery,
and is doing well, Ms. Jeffery said.
The market has fresh fish from New
York, and also sells a variety of pre-
pared foods, such as lobster rolls.

A business roundtable is to be held
every two months and will alternate
mornings and evenings, with the next
meeting to be held Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 28, at 9:30 a.m., at the Fanwood
Grille.

Also, PSE&G is completing the
relocation of utility poles to Martine
Avenue, Ms. Jeffery said. Once com-
pleted, the old poles that run in the
rear of properties along Martine Av-
enue will be removed and the finish-
ing of the new pedestrian walkway
there will be completed with hand-

rails, benches, planters and recep-
tacles.

New Jersey American Water
(NJAW) is to complete its water main
installation project by the end of Feb-
ruary or early March, Borough Engi-
neer Antonios Panagopoulos said.

Patrick Bellone, a resident of North
Avenue, where the installation is tak-
ing place, complained that the con-
tractors for NJAW are working over-
night hours and early morning hours.
The contractors have been working
the overnight and early-morning hours
at least twice a week, for three months,
Mr. Bellone said. He said the noise
and flashing lights keep him up at
night.

Also, he said his outdoor faucet
was turned on and left running all
night long, and froze the ground, caus-
ing his partner to slip on the ice. He
contacted NJAW, which said it would
reimburse him for his water bill, but
thus far he has not been reimbursed.
The borough engineer said he would
visit the site with a representative
from NJAW.

On another matter, Mr. Bellone also
said the three-way stop sign at
Sheelens Crossing, which was in-
stalled last year to aid in the safety of
pedestrians crossing the roadway, has
resulted in him being “T-boned at
least twice.” “People aren’t really
stopping,” Mr. Bellone said.

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
EXCHANGING IDEAS...Members of the Mayors Task Force of the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC) recently met to
discuss their goals and ideas for the Raritan Valley Line. Please see story on Page 3.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
GOING RED...The fourth annual Go Red Women’s Health Fair was held last
Friday at The Chelsea at Fanwood. The event was part of the nationwide “Go
Red” campaign by the American Heart Association to raise awareness of heart
disease, the number-one cause of death in women. The event featured healthy food,
speakers on heart health awareness for women, vendors, chair massages, an
acupuncturist and free blood pressure screenings by the Fanwood Volunteer
Rescue Squad. Mayor Colleen Mahr, center right, also stopped by.
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Courtesy of Tom Kranz
BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK...Fanwood Rescue Squad EMT Lisa Walker takes
the blood pressure of a visitor at last Friday’s Go Red Women’s Health Fair at The
Chelsea at Fanwood.

Scotch Plains Council Set
To Rename Zoo Property

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council later this month is ex-
pected to approve changing the name
of the former Terry-Lou Zoo property
to Frazee House Park.

The six-acre lot, which has been a
municipal property since the late 1990s,
contains the Revolutionary War-era
Frazee House that is set to be refur-
bished by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club. After sitting unused for
years, and serving as a dumping site for

debris from Hurricane Sandy in 2012,
the property is now the site of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood community garden,
and a series of gravel walking paths
also wind their way through the prop-
erty, which is envisioned to be a passive
park.

At Tuesday’s council meeting, Town-
ship Manager Al Mirabella said the
new name would be “more appropri-
ate,” a notion echoed by Deputy Mayor
Llewellyn Jones, who noted the “sig-
nificant history” of the nearly 300-year-
old Frazee House. The council is ex-

pected to pass a resolution changing the
name at its Tuesday, February 20 meet-
ing.

Councilman John Del Sordi, Jr.
agreed with the new name but said he
would still favor some type of signage
remembering the zoo, which was in
operation from the 1940s until the
1990s. Councilwoman Rose Checchio
agreed, and Councilman Ted Spera said
a historical sign explaining the
property’s history will include a refer-
ence to its former status as a zoo.

In other business, Mr. Mirabella will
look into the feasibility of switching the
twice-yearly sewer utility payments to
just once a year. Citing the costs in-
volved in mailing out bills to property
owners for the second payment, and the
further mailing expense for delinquent
notices, the manager said residents of-
ten remember to pay the first install-
ment but forget the second. Last year,
the township sent out about 3,000 no-
tices of delinquent payments, Mr.
Mirabella said.

Councilman Del Sordi wondered if
the sewer payment date could some-
how be aligned with the due dates for
property-tax payments, while Council-
woman Checchio cautioned that some
residents, due to their financial con-
straints, may prefer making two sepa-
rate payments several months apart.

The council gave its formal approval
on Tuesday to the fair share housing
agreement that was recently settled with
several builders that will result in 598
affordable-housing units being built in
several locations over the next seven
years. A clause was added to the resolu-
tion empowering the council to adjust
the housing numbers if, in the future,
the State Legislature takes action that
results in housing obligations being
lowered on municipalities.

Police Chief Ted Conley announced
that the “Cops and Kids” after-school
program will return later this month and
in March at the two middle schools. It
will involve gymnasium activities be-
tween students and police officers and
will take place after school at Terrill
Middle School on Tuesdays, February
20 and March 13, and at Park Middle
School on dates that are yet to be deter-
mined.

Margaret Heisey, the township’s spe-
cial projects coordinator, said a new
lunch program for senior citizens will
get underway on Tuesday, March 20, at
Shady Rest. Sponsored by Union
County, the program will take place on
Tuesdays and will be available to any-
one over age 60. Signups will be via the
township recreation department. There

NJ-7th Dem Congressional
Cands. Participate In Forum

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Four of the seven
Democratic candidates for Congress
representing the 7th District of New
Jersey talked about their platform aimed
at unseating five-term incumbent Re-
publican Leonard Lance at a candidate
meet-and-greet event held Tuesday in a
packed meeting room in the Cranford
Community Center.

Goutam Jois of Summit, Tom
Malinowski of Rocky Hill, David Pringle
of Cranford and Scott Salmon of Scotch
Plains answered questions from the pub-
lic. Peter Jacob of Union, Lisa
Mandelblatt of Westfield and Linda
Weber of Berkeley Heights also are
running on the Democratic ticket and
will participate in a similar forum at 7
p.m. on Thursday, February 22, also at
the Community Center.

The candidates at Tuesday’s forum
gave their views on the environment,
infrastructure, taxes, gun control, ethics,
and campaign finance reform.

A priority of Mr. Salmon, who is an
attorney and also has worked on state
and Presidential campaigns, is to stop
the effects of climate change, saying the

environment is “one of the biggest issues
of my lifetime.” Mr. Salmon said he has
a $1-trillion infrastructure plan, and sug-
gested a high-speed rail such as one used
in Japan, rebuilding power grids, build-
ing more efficient power lines, and other
approaches.

The lack of support on environmental
issues is “systematic of a deeper prob-
lem,” said Mr. Jois, an attorney who has
worked on cases for human rights and
free speech. “Leonard Lance doesn’t
have the integrity to take a position on
contentious issues of our time,” Mr. Jois
said.

Mr. Pringle, who is an environmental
and public health advocate, said Mr.
Lance, though he supported environ-
mental initiatives a decade ago, has now
“abandoned all principles.” Mr. Lance
was a state lawmaker prior to being
elected to Congress in 2008.

One question posed was how the can-
didates would stand up to President
Donald Trump. Mr. Salmon said Con-
gress needs a moral leadership that can
bridge the divide. Mr. Jois agreed, say-
ing Congress needs to find a common
ground and have a “united front to stand

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A FULL SLATE...A crowd gathers to listen to four of the seven Democratic
candidates for Congress representing the 7th District of New Jersey aimed at
unseating Republican Leonard Lance on Tuesday in the Cranford Community
Center. Goutam Jois of Summit, Tom Malinowski of Rocky Hill, David Pringle
of Cranford and Scott Salmon of Scotch Plains answered questions from the
public. Candidates Peter Jacob, Lisa Mandelblatt and Linda Weber will partici-
pate in a separate event. CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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