
Page 8 Thursday, February 8, 2018 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Nationwide

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!

Email:  hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com
Direct:  (908) 301-2015
Cell:  (908) 938-9248

Westfield East Office: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555

ColdwellBankerHomes.com
©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.

Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

FIND

LEADER / TIMES

WHAT YOU WANT

SELL
WHAT YOU DON’T

Through A

CLASSIFIED AD
In The

LOW COST

AMAZING RESULTS

908-232-4407

Freeholders to Vote Tonight
On Courthouse Stairwell

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County is set to
move ahead with its courthouse tower
project with the awarding of a $19-
million construction contract at
tonight’s freeholders meeting.

The freeholders are expected to vote
to approve a contract with Millburn-
based GPC, Inc. The company was
previously given an $840,000 con-
tract two years ago for improvements
to the radio room in the courthouse
tower.

Joseph Graziano, director of the
Department of Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities Management, said
the county was first told it needed to
address safety concerns of the state
regarding the tower in 2000.

The state had threatened to close the
building due to fire code violations
and later ordered the county to add a
second egress. Mr. Graziano said the
county spent around a million dollars
in developing plans for an exterior
stairwell.

“Because at the time that was what
we were considering,” Mr. Graziano
said in responding to questions from
Freeholder Angel Estrada. The county
decided against an exterior stairwell
for safety reasons.

The county later opted to construct
an interior stairwell and to build a
separate 78,000-square-foot family
courthouse on Cherry Street in Eliza-
beth, a $38.6-million facility with
seven courtrooms and judges’ cham-
bers and offices for the county’s im-
provement authority. That facility
opened last year.

Mr. Graziano said GPC came in
12.5 percent, or $2.3 million, under
the county’s engineer’s estimated bud-
get for the tower project. He said the
lowest three or four bids from pro-
spective contractors were “very, very
tight” while the higher two bids were
“pretty much off the scale.”

He estimated construction will start
around March and will take three years
to complete. It will start with the court-
house rotunda and proceed to the tower.

“This project has to happen...We do
need another form of egress,” he said.
“God forbid something happens to
one of our employees.”

Freeholder Al Mirabella asked if
the project would present a problem to
members of the public. Mr. Graziano
said the county has been working with
the state courts administration to move
employees out of areas as the con-
struction is done, noting that the project
will be completed one floor at a time
and during evening hours.

In addition to the construction con-
tract, the county has spent $3.7 million
in architectural and engineering ser-
vices with Netta Architects of Moun-
tainside and another $1.9 million on
construction management services
with Mast Construction Services of
Little Falls for the project, according
to a check of county agendas.

In other business, the freeholders
also will vote tonight to award a

$638,000 contract to Reivax Contract-
ing Corp. of Newark for replacement
of a bridge over an underground stream
at Elm and Orchard Streets in
Westfield. The county reported in a
press release issued in January 2016
that it received a Local Aid Grant of
$750,000 from the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation under the
agency’s Local Bridges Future Needs
Program.

“The existing bridge was built in
1926. It is similar to a culvert and the
work will involve addressing under-
ground utilities. The entire bridge will
be removed and replaced,” according
to the press release.

The board also will vote on a reso-
lution to approve a waiver of the
county’s employee residency re-
quirement for newly-hired county
manager Ed Oatman, a resident of
Woodbridge. Mr. Oatman, who at-
tended Thursday’s meeting, will start
on Thursday, March 1.

Resolutions also will be on the
agenda for appointments to county
advisory boards. Locally, Fanwood
Councilman Jack Molenaar,
Garwood Councilman Joe Sarno,
former Mountainside councilman
Robert W. Messler, all delegates,
and current engineer Michael Disko,
Jr. of Mountainside, alternate; David
Judd, delegate, and Marvin Gersten,
alternate, will be named to the Union
County Transportation Advisory
Board for one-year terms. Garwood
Councilman Rich McCormack will
be appointed to the Union County
Air Traffic and Noise Advisory Board
for a two-year term.

Mr. Olivo said he does not suggest
any specific road construction will be
necessary such as lane expansion or
increasing road surface area to accom-
modate the 298 residential units’ traffic
impact. Keeping a pedestrian environ-
ment where residents walk, bicycle, use
transit buses and trains to travel to work
is important to the downtown Garwood
wants to foster.

Mr. Olivo said residents living in the
development and commuting to the
city would use NJ Transit, including
both buses and trains. He said 35 bi-
cycle slips would be available with
over seven separate bicycle racks.

He said widening roads, adding turn-
ing lanes, and other road reconstructive
measures would encourage more auto-
motive use. Mr. Olivo said more auto-
motive use bolsters negative environ-
mental impacts including a need for
more storm water retention and higher
municipal insurance premiums, while
hampering the “the pedestrian experi-
ence.”

Resident Bruce Paterson said he was
concerned how an intersection with a
New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion “F-rating” is acceptable. Intersec-
tions are ranked “A” to “F,” with “A”
being the best and “F” the worst in
terms of traffic congestion.

“Is it okay to add cars because it is
already F-rated and will continue to
be?” Mr. Paterson asked.

Mr. Olivo responded that the entire
intersection is not “F rated,” but spe-
cific positions or vehicular maneuvers
currently are rated poorly. He said post-
construction alterations can be made
including altering signal time to assure
the intersection remains safe and effi-
cient.

A total of 482 parking spaces will be
available for 298 residential units. Forty-
eight of the 482 parking slips will be
available for retail space employees,
patrons and visitors. Christopher Minks,
an attorney for Russo Development,
the developer for the project, said data
collections on consumer averages would
create a balance between residential
availability and visitor parking avail-
ability based on an implied demand and
an actual demand.

“This is not AI (artificial intelli-
gence),” said Mr. Minks, suggesting a
parking manager would oversee spot
inventories based on non-accounted-
for factors such as impending snow-
storms.

Mr. Minks said the parking technol-
ogy is proposed to create a 20-percent
increase in parking efficiency such as
parking spot location time stated. An
electronic board would inform resi-
dents which floor has available parking
spots, saving residents time.

Mr. Olivo said hourly visitor parking
reduces parking abuse to help free up
space. Mr. Minks added that the park-
ing garage would be privately operated
and is not a municipal entity.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE EAGLE HAS LANDED....Brooks Crandall, a photographer for The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and die-hard Philadelphia Eagles
fan, stopped into the newspaper’s offices on Monday after arriving back from a
Super Bowl party in Philadelphia to celebrate his team’s first Super Bowl
championship.
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298 Units
NJ-7th Dem Congressional

Cands. Participate In Forum
Mr. Minks said if a restaurant is

selected for the retail space in the devel-
opment, valets would park patrons’ cars,
assessing availability based on a tech-
nology system determining which floor
in the three-story South Avenue park-
ing garage open spots are available.

Mr. Minks said the valet service is a
“game changer,” separating Russo De-
velopment end products from other
developers’ layouts in neighboring
townships.

A second development, known as
South Avenue II, will include 52 stacked
townhouses. The board may vote on the
application at its Wednesday, February
21 meeting after testimony has been
completed.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Four of the seven
Democratic candidates for Congress
representing the 7th District of New
Jersey talked about their platform
aimed at unseating five-term incum-
bent Republican Leonard Lance at a
candidate meet-and-greet event held
Tuesday in a packed meeting room in
the Cranford Community Center.

Goutam Jois of Summit, Tom
Malinowski of Rocky Hill, David
Pringle of Cranford and Scott Salmon
of Scotch Plains answered questions
from the public. Peter Jacob of Union,
Lisa Mandelblatt of Westfield and
Linda Weber of Berkeley Heights also
are running on the Democratic ticket
and will participate in a similar forum
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, February 22,
also at the Community Center.

The candidates at Tuesday’s fo-
rum gave their views on the environ-
ment, infrastructure, taxes, gun con-
trol, ethics, and campaign finance
reform.

A priority of Mr. Salmon, who is
an attorney and also has worked on
state and Presidential campaigns, is
to stop the effects of climate change,
saying the environment is “one of
the biggest issues of my lifetime.”
Mr. Salmon said he has a $1-trillion
infrastructure plan, and suggested a
high-speed rail such as one used in
Japan, rebuilding power grids, build-
ing more efficient power lines, and
other approaches.

The lack of support on environmen-
tal issues is “systematic of a deeper
problem,” said Mr. Jois, an attorney
who has worked on cases for human
rights and free speech. “Leonard Lance
doesn’t have the integrity to take a
position on contentious issues of our
time,” Mr. Jois said.

Mr. Pringle, who is an environ-
mental and public health advocate,
said Mr. Lance, though he supported
environmental initiatives a decade
ago, has now “abandoned all prin-
ciples.” Mr. Lance was a state law-
maker prior to being elected to Con-
gress in 2008.

One question posed was how the
candidates would stand up to Presi-
dent Donald Trump. Mr. Salmon said
Congress needs a moral leadership
that can bridge the divide. Mr. Jois
agreed, saying Congress needs to
find a common ground and have a
“united front to stand up to Trump.”
Mr. Pringle said he has fought big
corporations such as Exxon, and lo-
cally he is supporting Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr in her run for

Union County Democratic chair, say-
ing there is an “Old Boys Club” in
Union County.

Mr. Malinowski said if Democrats
controlled one house in Congress
they could defend the core institu-
tions, such as the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, that are under attack.
As assistant secretary of state under
President Barack Obama, Mr.
Malinowski was involved in pre-
serving evidence to get an investiga-
tion underway on Russia’s involve-
ment in the 2016 Presidential elec-
tion. Mr. Malinowski, who emigrated
from Poland to New Jersey at age 6
with his mother, said if he was elected
to Congress he would “not allow this
administration to inject racism...fear
of the immigrant into our law en-
forcement policy, our immigration
policy...”

When asked which committee each
would choose to serve on should he
be elected, Mr. Pringle said he would
choose the Energy and Commerce
Committee, Mr. Salmon said the
House Ethics Committee, and Mr.
Malinowski said the Ways and Means
Committee.

In response to budgetary ques-
tions, Mr. Pringle said he would cut
the Pentagon budget to aid cost sav-
ings and repeal the tax plan passed
by Republicans at the end of 2017
and signed by President Trump. Tax
reform and adding a new tax bracket
for those making $750,000 a year
was mentioned by Mr. Salmon. Cor-
porate subsidies should be redirected
to education, health care and the
environment, Mr. Jois said. Mr.
Malinowski said he would like to see
the tax bill replaced and repealed,
calling the tax bill “economic mal-
practice.”

In response to gun reform, Mr.
Malinowski said gun laws should
focus on “sensible reform” such as
universal background checks and
banning bump stocks. Mr. Pringle
said there should be “appropriate
regulations,” further saying legisla-
tion should be passed that would ban
guns for those who are mentally dis-
turbed, on terrorist watch lists, and
domestic abusers. Mr. Salmon said
private gun sellers should have ac-
cess to a national federal database to
conduct background checks on their
buyers.

All four candidates agreed there
has to be bipartisan support of fund-
ing a tunnel for rail transit into New
York.

The Primary Election is Tuesday,
June 5.

that the Westfield “community has
been awesome” with support on so-
cial media and he looks forward to re-
opening.

The restaurant closed December 15
as part of a court matters in which the
landlord, Tarta Luna Properties, owned
by Norm Greco, is suing The Town of
Westfield, Construction Official Steve
Freedman and Harvest Restaurant
Group. Tarta Luna has both a law
division and chancery division suit
against Harvest, and is claiming in part
that damage was done to the building
and the neighboring building during
construction of the restaurant, making
conditions unsafe. Court documents
also allege that town officials should
not have provided a Certificate of
Occupancy to the restaurant due to the
unsafe conditions and that stop work
orders were not enforced.
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Borough Awaits Grants;
Hiring Animal Control Off.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Mayor Paul
N. Mirabelli and the borough council
on Tuesday discussed a request from
Regency International to conduct a
tent sale at 1112 Bristol Road. Re-
gency International sells Christmas
Trees, trimming materials and other
holiday-oriented products during the
winter months, stated Borough Ad-
ministrator James J. Debbie, Jr.

During the spring and summer
months the company sells pottery and
silk flowers, among other seasonal
supplies, Mr. Debbie said.

Mayor Mirabelli said municipal
responses to business requests occu-
pying the open space is usually no.

“No retail, no retail, is our mantra.
I always tell people, when you see
grass along Route 22 that is when you
know you are in Mountainside,”
Mayor Mirabelli said.

The mayor said he was not closed
off to hearing more details, such as if
the business was interested in donat-
ing items back to the community.

The borough will donate $300,000
to Governor Livingston High School’s
Project Graduation. The event takes
place graduation night, promoting a
drug-free and alcohol-free environ-
ment for graduates to enjoy their ac-
complishments, the mayor said.
Mountainside teenagers attend the
Berkeley Heights high school.

“We give it (the donation) every
year. We make sure they (the gradu-
ates) have a lot of fun,” Mr. Mirabelli
said.

Mayor Mirabelli said the borough
will analyze details regarding the
possible purchase of a 2018 Ford

Escape SE for $22,107. The vehicle
would be in service for 10 to 15 years,
replacing a “very old vehicle,” the
mayor said.

The mayor said he and Mr. Debbie
will review prudent financing possi-
bilities pending the upcoming budget
preparation.

Mountainside is hoping to receive
$5,000 from the state’s Highway
Safety Program and $2,000 from the
Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant, Mr.
Debbie said. He said no numbers
have been finalized for the spending
plan as the borough awaits revenue
from the distribution of grants from
state entities.

Mountainside will renew a con-
tract with Animal Control Solutions,
Mr. Debbie said. Animal Control
Solutions handles animal-control is-
sues including responding when ani-
mals are killed by traffic. Animal
Control Solutions replaced the de-
funct Associated Humane Societies
in Newark, stated Mr. Debbie.

Mayor Mirabelli stated a 25-per-
cent increase in service costs for ani-
mal-control services is quite steep
and questioned why the increase will
become so sharp over two years. Mr.
Debbie said Animal Control Solu-
tions says its operation expenses, such
as insurances costs, was the reason
for the increase.

Mr. Debbie said Mountainside will
train an animal cruelty officer who
will be responsible for responding to
animal abuse claims reported to the
police department. It was noted that
the position is becoming a municipal
responsibility throughout New Jer-
sey after state departments and initia-
tives have been defunded.

January 2.
Ms. Reiss said that, within hours,

she started getting e-mails and calls
from the district saying the dog could
not travel on the school bus until she
submitted verification that it was a
service dog. She said that she pro-
vided the required information prov-
ing the dog had its license and was in
good health on January 2, but Avigail
and Logan were still prevented from
traveling to school on January 3.

Ms. Ohlig said that January 4 was
a snow day and that, by the following
day, the district had spoken to the
parents of all the other children on
the bus and was “good to go.”

Ms. Reiss asked the board to apolo-
gize to her and her daughter, to re-
view its policy regarding service
dogs, and to pay the legal expenses
of $9,000 she has incurred fighting
the case.

Earlier in the meeting, the board
heard that work to refurbish the
middle-school auditoriums has al-
most been completed. Bids would
be invited for the work on Kehler
Stadium this week, and it is hoped
this will start in May and be com-
pleted by August 31.
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Service Dog

Sarah McGrail for The Westfield Leader
CONCERNED PARENT...Fraidy Reiss addresses the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion Tuesday night regarding the removal by police of her daughter, Avigail, and
her service dog, Logan, on January 3 from a school bus. Avigail attends a private
school in Mountainside.
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Fairfield Cir.
(state) Superior Court. The planning
board is charged with enforcing our
land use ordinances,” Mr. Newell said.

Historic Preservation Commission
Chairwoman Kelly Kessler said the
proposed driveways were not consis-
tent with the neighborhood. Ms. Kessler
said the driveways combined surface
area “looks like one large road.”

Resident Meagan Jackson said the
neighborhood “is a very unique area.
Consider the 100-year-old Sycamore
trees.”

Planning Board members Francis
Smith, Tom Walsh, Mr. Newell, Darielle
Walsh and Bill West voted for the vari-
ance approval and subsequent subdivi-
sion approval. The four planning board
members not supporting the variance
relief, and voting no, were Mayor
Brindle, Councilwoman Linda
Habgood, Anastasia Harrison and Mr.
LaPlace.

Mr. Hehl said per town ordinance an
the applicant does not have to adhere to
site-plan review, but that the applicant
is willing to review plans with the site-
plan review committee, Tree Preserva-
tion Commission and the Board of Ar-
chitectural Review.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
A FULL SLATE...A crowd gathers to listen to four of the seven Democratic
candidates for Congress representing the 7th District of New Jersey aimed at
unseating Republican Leonard Lance on Tuesday in the Cranford Community
Center. Goutam Jois of Summit, Tom Malinowski of Rocky Hill, David Pringle
of Cranford and Scott Salmon of Scotch Plains answered questions from the
public. Candidates Peter Jacob, Lisa Mandelblatt and Linda Weber will partici-
pate in a separate event.


