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FOR ALL MARKET INFO: 

Board Hears Final Report
On 298-Unit Development

Planning Bd. OKs Fairfield Cir.
Subdivision, Tear Down, 5-4

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The planning
board, in a 5-to-4 decision Monday
night, approved applicant D. Villane
Construction to demolish a single-fam-
ily dwelling at 621 Fairfield Circle,
allowing for a subdivision of the prop-
erty. The two new building lots each
will contain a new single-family home.
The applicant was granted a variance
relief from a 60-foot minimum lot front-
age ordinance, proposing a 52.94-foot
lot frontage.

Ten neighboring residents provided
commentary against a subdivision ap-
proval before the decision was ren-
dered.

“It breaks my heart to see another old
house in a neighborhood torn down,”
said resident Donna Perch during pub-
lic commentary. According to state tax
records, the home dates back to 1908.

The residents who provided com-
mentary stated they were in favor of one
larger home, whether through an addi-
tion to an existing structure or as a
rebuild, but not a subdivision adding
two additional homes where one cur-
rently exists.

“I lived on Carleton Road for seven
years. I am very familiar with the char-
acter of the neighborhood. (The subdi-
vision) is not keeping with the character
of the neighborhood,” said Mayor and
planning board member Shelley
Brindle, stating why she did not vote for
approval of the subdivision.

Planning board member Michael
LaPlace said he did not support the
subdivision approval because the ap-
plicant did not meet the standards of
demonstrating a hardship and the pro-
posed project was “not in character of
the neighborhood and not appropriate
of the neighborhood.”

“We comply with lot width, we com-
ply with lot size. We comply with all
bulk standards and side-yard setbacks,”
said the applicant’s attorney, Stephen
Hehl.

Mr. Hehl said a hardship the appli-
cant faces or need for variance relief is
because the lot is on a curved road.
“More often than not,” lots on curved
roads are narrower towards the street or
have less “lot frontage” and are wider
as the property goes further back, stated
community planning consultant Peter
G. Steck in testimony for the applicant.

“I recognize (the developer’s) in-
vestment return and irregular lot. The
subdivision is a detriment to the com-
munity. To put two homes 10 feet from
the property line with a zipper (drive-
way) down the middle,” said resident
Maureen Tinen, stating how the devel-
oper did not prove how the subdivision
will not be a community detriment.

Planning Board Chairman Robert
Newell said 10-foot setbacks from a
neighboring property are allowed per
existing ordinances and the planning
board must legally acknowledge exist-
ing ordinances.

“Very emotional issue. What we can
and cannot do have been challenged in

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Stonefield Engi-
neering and Design professional engi-
neer, Charles D. Olivo, presented the
planning board last Wednesday with a
final traffic and parking report for the
proposed 298-unit South Avenue rede-
velopment, property known as the
Casale/Petro site. The property is owned
by South Ave. Urban Renewal, LLC,
which is affiliated with Russo Develop-
ment.

At last week’s meeting Mr. Olivo
said the development should “not have
a significant impact on the operation of
intersections” or Garwood’s traffic flow.

Mr. Olivo said a technologically ad-
vanced parking system utilizing real-
time data to determine spot availability,
on-site valets, and managerial over-
sight would provide South Avenue resi-
dents, their visitors, and retail consum-
ers with an uninhibited parking experi-
ence.

“Over the last five years we have
found after projects are built they are
very low with trip generation,” he said.

Trip generation refers to the total motor
vehicles utilizing South Avenue and the
Center Street intersection after the de-
velopment is constructed.

The total cars waiting at each light
change along South Avenue headed
towards Center Street would increase
by two cars on average, according to
Mr. Olivo. Harbor Consultants, Inc.
engineer Victor Vinegra said reducing
the yellow marked no idling zone in
front of the Garwood firehouse could
allow more cars to clear the light and
actually more accessibility for emer-
gency vehicles leaving the firehouse.
Mr. Olivo concurred with Mr. Vinegra’s
opinion.

Mr. Olivo said “peak times” are the
most important time frame when con-
sidering “post build” traffic impacts.

Planning Board member Bill
Nierstedt said too often engineers rep-
resenting developers often say the traf-
fic impact will be zero on travel time,
but the travel time becomes a little bit
longer after each surrounding develop-
ment is finished.

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood
EXCHANGING IDEAS...Members of the Mayors Task Force of the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition (RVRC) recently met in
Westfield to discuss their goals and ideas for the Raritan Valley Line. Please see story on Page 3.

Plans in Approval Process
For Addams Tavern

Six Arrested After Refusing
To Leave Lance’s Office

 Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SUPER BOWL SUNDAY...The Westfield Neighborhood Council hosted a Super
Bowl party on Sunday. Among those in attendance were Mayor Shelley Brindle,
center (in back), Councilpersons Dawn Mackey and David Contract, second and
third from right, and Michael Dardia, left (in back) along with Neighborhood
Council members Ahisha Quallis, Mary Withers and Carol Mercer.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Police arrested six
protestors, including clergy members,
Monday after they refused to leave the
North Avenue office of Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield).

According to police, those charged
were the Reverend Ann Ralosky, 54,
senior minister at the First Congrega-
tional Church in Montclair and a
Montclair resident; Rabbi Elliott
Tepperman, 49, of B’nai Keshet in
Montclair, a West Orange resident;
Pastor John Rogers, 29, of First Con-
gregational Church in Montclair and a
resident of Montclair; Rabbi Faith
Dantowitz, 52, of B’nai Abraham in
Livingston, a resident of Millburn;
Kristin Peck, 65, of Maplewood, a
member of the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation in Summit, and Nedia
Morsy, 25, of Hillside, an organizer at
Make the Road New Jersey, an immi-
grants’ rights group in Elizabeth.

All were charged with defiant tres-
pass. They were processed and each
was released with a summons pending
a court date, the Westfield Police De-
partment confirmed.

According to news reports, police
were summoned by Mr. Lance’s staff
when the group refused to leave the
office until they had received an an-
swer from the Congressman, who was
not in the office at the time, that he
would vote in favor of a “clean
DREAM Act.” DREAM is an acro-
nym for Development, Relief, and
Education for Alien Minors. The leg-
islative proposal would qualify alien
minors in the United States by first
granting them conditional residency
and, upon meeting further qualifica-
tions, permanent residency.

Mr. Lance’s spokesman said the
Congressman is the co-sponsor of
“clean” legislation concerning DACA
(Deferred Action for Childhood Ar-
rivals) recipients – H.R. 1468. He also
said the Congressman supports bipar-
tisan solutions to break the impasse
over DACA, including the Problem
Solvers’ proposal. Mr. Lance and New

Jersey Democratic representative Josh
Gottheimer (D-5th) are both members
of the Problem Solvers Caucus.

When asked for comment on the
arrests, press secretary John Byers re-
leased the following statement: “Con-
gressman Lance has great respect for
our state clergy and is happy to meet
with the congregation at a time that is
mutually convenient for both parties as
he has done with other religious leaders
and groups on numerous occasions.”

He said Mr. Lance’s staff offered to
schedule a meeting with the Congress-
man, even though he does not repre-
sent Montclair, in either New Jersey or
Washington. “That offer was ignored,”
Mr. Byers said in an e-mail.

He said the protestors requested to
be arrested, saying the group had called
Westfield police earlier in the day to
notify them they were coming and
research what charges would be
brought against them.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In a piece of po-
tentially good news for the Westfield
foodies, Addams Tavern owner Chip
Grabowski told The Westfield Leader
that, “if all goes well,” the popular
eatery could re-open in 90 days.

Mr. Grabowski told The Leader
that all of the drawings for the court-
required work will be completed to-
day (Thursday) for submission to the
landlord and town building depart-

ment. He said the process has taken a
bit longer, but that they wanted to
“make sure all our t’s are crossed and
our i’s are dotted.”

Harvest Restaurant Group, the par-
ent company of Addams Tavern, was
able to accommodate all of the events
scheduled at Addams, and while a
few employees chose to leave, Mr.
Grabowski said that the majority of
Addams’ employees were relocated
to other Harvest restaurants. He added

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

TEA CEREMONY...The Westfield Area YMCA hosted a Japanese tea ceremony
January 19 led by Miki Sugimoto, Omotesenke-style tea ceremony instructor with
the Japan Center of New Jersey. Ms. Sugimoto conducted the table and chair tea
ceremony and instructed attendees on the utensils, process and rituals. The
authentic tea service included a Japanese sweet, Matcha tea tasting, and a
discussion of the history and culture of tea in Japan. Participants gathered in the
Glasser Foundation Lounge after the ceremony for additional refreshments and
socializing. For more information on Westfield Area YMCA classes, programs
and events, visit westfieldynj.org or call (908) 301-YMCA (9622).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Lance’s 46th Town Hall
Sat. In Bridgewater

WESTFIELD — Congressman
Leonard Lance (R-7th, Westfield)
announced yesterday that he will host
his 46th in-person town hall meeting
this Saturday, February 10 beginning
at 9 a.m. at Bridgewater-Raritan
Middle School in Bridgewater.

During the town hall meeting, Mr.
Lance will take questions on the im-
portant issues facing Congress and
the American people. Mr. Lance will
discuss government funding, national
security, the Robert Mueller investi-
gation, his leadership role in combat-
ing sexual harassment, the successful
reauthorization of the Children’s
Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and
other issues.

Additionally, members of Mr.
Lance’s staff will be available to as-
sist residents who are experiencing
difficulties with federal agencies such
as the IRS, Social Security Adminis-
tration, Veterans Affairs, the State
Department or any other federal
agency.

Westfield Teen, Service Dog
Removed From School Bus

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A Westfield
schoolgirl and her service dog were
removed by police from a school
bus, a mother claimed at Tuesday’s
board of education meeting.

But Board President Gretchan
Ohlig said the district and the bus
company had a responsibility to en-
sure that other children on the bus
were not allergic to dogs.

Fraidy Reiss, of Edgar Road, said
her daughter, Avigail, boarded the

school bus on January 3 with her
service dog, Logan, but was told she
was not allowed to travel with the
dog. Ms. Reiss said she got on the bus
to explain to the bus driver that she
had resolved the issue with the school
district but, after half an hour, the bus
company called the police.

“The police removed my daughter
and the service dog from the bus that
morning,” Ms. Reiss told the board.
“It took me a full week to persuade
the district to drive my daughter and
her service dog to school.

“Special Services have gone out of
their way to do everything they can,
in violation of federal and state law
and human decency, to bar my daugh-
ter from going to school with her
service dog,” Ms. Reiss said.

Avigail, 18, told board members,
“The feeling of waking up in the
morning, walking outside and think-
ing you can go to school but then
being told you can’t, being stopped
and then watching all the other chil-
dren on the school bus being taken off
in front of you and basically being
told you’re doing something wrong
somehow, of course that makes me
feel bad. It’s not fair. It’s not fair to me
and to anyone else in my position.”

Ms. Reiss said the district had been
aware that her daughter would be
getting a service dog since May, but
she had not been informed that any
special paperwork would be required.

“Avigail, I am very sorry you were
put in that situation. You are abso-
lutely entitled to the same education
that everyone in this district gets, and
I apologize if you felt otherwise,”
Ms. Ohlig responded.

Responding to Ms. Reiss, Ms. Ohlig
said, “A second bus had to come and
I’m sure that was disturbing for you
and really upsetting for your daughter
that a second bus had to take all the
other children and the police had to
get involved.”

Ms. Ohlig explained that the bus
served multiple children from around
the area and, before a service dog
could travel on the bus, their parents
had to be contacted to check there
were no allergies or phobias to dogs.

“We have an obligation to all the
children who ride that bus, as does the
bus company,” she said.

Avigail Reiss first traveled to Cor-
nerstone Day School, a private school
in Mountainside, with her dog on


