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Battiloro Hired As
Next Police Chief

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Christopher
Battiloro has begun his tenure as
Westfield’s next police chief after
being installed as permanent chief on
December 12. He had been acting
chief since August 1 following the
retirement of David Wayman. Mr.
Battiloro will be formally sworn in on
Thursday, January 3, during the town’s
reorganization meeting.

Chief Battiloro joined the Westfield
Police Department in 1997 as a patrol
officer and, in his 21 years of service,
has held a variety of roles, completed
a broad range of specialized training,
and has received numerous commen-
dations, including two Westfield Po-
lice Department Life Saving Awards
and four Westfield Police Depart-
ment Command Citation Awards.
Most recently, he served as police
captain as the commanding officer of
the administrative division from 2013
to his August 2018 appointment as
acting police chief. Chief Battiloro is
a graduate of Westfield High School
and Clemson University, and resides
in Cranford with his wife and three
children.

“I am extremely grateful to have
the faith, the trust, and the confidence
of the mayor, town administrator, and
the town council. This is a great town,”
Chief Battiloro said. “I was born and
raised here and I couldn’t imagine
doing this job anywhere else. So this
really is the dream job for me. And
I’m excited to go to work.”

“I look forward to building further
community engagement between the
police department and the residents
of Westfield, and remain committed
to the highest standards with which I
have been entrusted by the mayor and
town council,” the chief said in a
press release issued last week by the
town.

Mayor Shelley Brindle added, “He
is a superb public servant who brings
exceptional experience, character and
commitment to this critical role. When
we began this search, I indicated that
I was looking for someone who re-
flects the values of my administration
and our community, with unquestion-
able integrity and the ability to trans-
form the culture of the department

into one that embodies trust and ac-
countability. Chief Battiloro brings
all of these qualities to the job, and is
someone I know will dutifully repre-
sent our residents and the outstanding
men and women in the department.”

During an interview on Tuesday
with The Westfield Leader, Chief
Battiloro said he is developing a num-
ber of initiatives including equipping
all police officers and supervisors
with body cameras in 2019. Six offic-
ers on Tuesday began field testing
units that the department is consider-
ing purchasing. A new mobile camera
unit also will be installed in one of the
department’s patrol vehicles.

“We are one of just a handful of
municipalities in Union County that
are not using them (cameras) pres-
ently,” he said, noting that Union
County Acting Prosecutor Michael
Monahan’s goal is to have all towns
in the county equipped with body
cameras. “For the purpose of account-
ability, (and) transparency, this is
important for us,” Chief Battiloro said.

The new chief also wants to get the
Westfield Police Department accred-
ited with the New Jersey Police Chiefs
Association, something the depart-
ment has never achieved in its his-
tory.

“We’re going to review, revise and

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HOLIDAY SEASON CHEER...The Harmonics Quartet carols at Theresa's
Restaurant in downtown Westfield last Thursday night as part of the Downtown
Westfield Corp.’s  Welcome Home  to Westfield annual holiday season promotion.
Family entertainment will be featured throughout the December holiday season
on Wednesday and Thursday nights and Saturday and Sunday afternoons.

Cranford Unveils Additional
Plans to ‘Reimagine’ Schools

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE and JESSE
WINTER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — On Monday, Su-
perintendent of Schools Scott Rubin,
Ed.D., presented 10 plans to
reconfigure the public schools to al-
low for full-day kindergarten.

After hearing a variety of concerns
from parents on the original
“reimagine” plan presented by Mr.
Rubin earlier in the fall, and parents
providing feedback, Mr. Rubin had
Ross Haber and Associates update a
study the company provided to the
district. The analysis by Ross Haber
and Associates was conducted in
March to “determine if there is enough
available classroom space in the dis-
trict to accommodate a full-day kin-
dergarten program. The projections
will also indicate if when implemented
will it be sustainable over time,” the
study states, and then was updated in
December to investigate other ways
to provide full-day kindergarten. That
study’s findings were presented to the
community at Cranford High School
Monday.

The original reimagine plan con-
sisted of one school for grades 3 to 5
and one school for grades 6 to 8, and
four grades K-2 schools, with a full-
day kindergarten. This plan would do
away with neighborhood schools for
grades 3 to 8. This plan would cost
the average assessed home $267 in
taxes per year.

Plan 10, which provides full-day
kindergarten and additional spaces at
each elementary school, would cost
$362 in annual taxes.

Plans 2 through 9 would range from
$415 to $518 in annual taxes.

Each total cost with all 10 plans
includes a $170 annual tax for a capi-
tal improvement bond for facility
upgrades that have been deferred.

Each annual tax cost is based on the
average assessed home of $183,303
and the cost does not include cour-
tesy busing. Busing costs would range
depending on the plan. The original
reimagine plan would have an addi-
tional annual busing cost of $141 per
taxpayer, and had the highest busing
cost amongst the plans.

The other plans included a grades
K to 5 model amongst five schools,
with one middle school; a K to 5
model amongst four schools, with a
pre-kindergarten/special-education
school and one middle school; a
grades 1 to 5 model amongst four
schools with one pre-kindergarten and
kindergarten school, and one middle
school; a grades K to 5 model amongst
four schools with two middle schools,
and a grades K to 4 model amongst

four schools and two schools grades
5 to 8.

In the summary of Ross Haber’s
study, it states, “The schools appear
to be operating efficiently. There are
a few less than ideal situations re-
garding music and art programs,
where in some schools there are dedi-
cated art and music rooms, while in
others art may be on cart and music in
shared spaces such as the library.
These situations are going to con-
tinue as the enrollment may increase
slightly over time with the new devel-
opments,” referring to the potential
of new housing developments.

In the study’s summary, Ross Haber
states, “The total enrollment in the
Cranford Public Schools grew from
3,878 in the 2012-2013 school year
to 3,943 in 2017-2018. This is an
increase of 65 students or approxi-
mately 1.65 percent. The total enroll-
ment in the district is projected to
remain stable. The projected enroll-
ment for 2022-2023 is 3,935 which
indicates stability. There is one large
housing development which has re-
ceived approval from the Cranford
Planning and Zoning Board which
could potentially add 99 additional
students to the enrollment projection”
(referring to the Birchwood Avenue
development).

Hartz Mountain’s 750 Walnut Av-
enue application to rezone to resi-
dential for 905 apartments with the
planning board was not considered
in the study as the application is still
ongoing, and other housing that could
come on board due to the township’s
affordable-housing obligations is not
considered in this study.

The school district is to prepare a
community survey where residents
can weigh in on the plans presented,
and one plan will be selected by the
school district to put forth on a bond
referendum in December 2019. The
bond referendum is to include both a
capital bond for facility upgrades to
the schools, as well as the cost asso-
ciated with the plan selected to
repurpose the schools.

The school district also is to hold
additional question-and-answer
meetings for residents, scheduled for
Tuesday, January 22, at Livingston
Avenue School; Tuesday, February
5, at Orange Avenue School; Thurs-
day, February 7, at Hillside Avenue
School, and Tuesday, February 19,
at Brookside Place School.

The full study can be found on the
school district website.

One resident contacted The
Westfield Leader via e-mail. Resi-
dent Kevin Comer, in his statement,

Police Chief Christopher Battiloro
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HPC: New Home Is In
Keeping With Ordinances
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Monday’s His-
toric Preservation Commission (HPC)
meeting, Tony and Jen Shober’s pro-
posed home, located at 667 4th Av-
enue, a historically designated subdi-
vided lot, was considered as “in keep-
ing with Westfield’s historic preser-
vation ordinances.” Earlier this year,
the planning board approved a subdi-
vision for the historically designated
property.

A condition of approval was that
the new lot’s owner (the Shobers)
would have to review the proposed
home’s architectural design, square
footage and floor plan with the HPC
prior to development.

HPC Chairwoman Kelly Kessler
said a historically designated home
has never been subdivided before in
Westfield’s history or even in New
Jersey history. Ms. Kessler stated the
HPC wants to be considerate of the
new home, which is located in close
proximity to the historically desig-
nated home.

“I come here with my cards face
up,” Mr. Shober said.

Mr. Shober said he wants to “work
with and hear” the commission’s opin-
ions on “what you want to see.”

“I don’t want the commission to
support our proposed design, than
months later suddenly change your
minds after I have invested substan-
tial money and time into the project,”
Mr. Shober said.

Mr. Shober said “he was raised” in
a historic home his family had re-
stored. He said his current home on

Salter Place is a “beautiful, old home
from the 1800s.” However, the Shober
family has medical considerations,
which makes the current home no
longer feasible, Mr. Shober said.

He said his family’s medical con-
siderations are “not for sympathy”
when reviewing his proposed design.
He said the commission should un-
derstand the Shobers enjoy living in
historic homes and support historic
preservation. Mr. Shober said the 4th
Avenue property’s history is what will
make the “needed transition” from
their Salter Place an easier one.

Architect Anastasia Harrison said
the rendered design is “respectful to
both properties’ personal space, while
reducing blacktop surface area” be-
tween the two properties.

Ms. Harrison said the proposed
architectural design elements com-
pliment the 667 4th Avenue historic
home’s farm aesthetic. Ms. Harrison
is a Westfield Planning Board mem-
ber, though she was recused from
voting and making comments during
the application of Andrew and Heather
Stillufsen’s initial application. The
Stillufsen’s own the existing historic
home on the property.

Mr. Shober said he employed Ms.
Harrison’s expertise because she has
served on numerous historic preser-
vation commissions throughout the
state and understands design elements
which “in-keep with historic stan-
dards.”

HPC Commissioner Robert Wendel
said the proposed home is a “little
large” in comparison to the existing

Merry Christmas
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Battiloro Named Chief

reissue all of our written directives,”
the chief said. “It’s a big process. It
will take 12 to 18 months to com-
plete,” the chief explained.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
noted that one of the benefits of ac-
creditation is reduced insurance pre-
miums. Chief Battiloro noted that he
hopes the updated procedures will
“reduce or limit” the town’s liability
exposure.

Chief Battiloro said he wants to get
out into the community, noting he
wants to start having lunch with se-
nior citizens at the town’s senior hous-
ing complex. He also said that police
officers visit all of Westfield schools
on a regular basis.

In discussing the process the town
utilized in hiring a new chief, Mayor
Brindle and Mr. Gildea said Westfield
consulted with the mayors and ad-
ministrators in Fanwood, Cranford,
Summit and Springfield to review
their practices for the process of hir-
ing a police chief.

Mayor Brindle said she wanted
to make sure “lots of input” was
received “from people that can
provide an objective assessment
about the qualifications of the can-
didates and what we want in our
vision and what’s needed in the
department.”

The mayor said she wanted to be
assured Westfield was not going to
simply be hiring “the next one in line”
for police chief.

“This wasn’t a given” that Mr.
Battiloro would be hired prior to the
interview process, the mayor said. “I
went into it (the process) with a com-
pletely open mind,” she said. “I want
Chris to get the benefit of that — that
he really earned this.”

Based on those discussions with
other towns, Westfield decided to
open the chief’s position up to police
captains and lieutenants, something
that had not been done in the past. Of
the six eligible candidates, Mr.

Battiloro, who held the rank of police
captain, and three of the four eligible
Westfield Police Department lieuten-
ants applied for the chief’s position.
One police captain and one lieutenant
sent letters to Mr. Gildea opting not to
be candidates for the job.

Packets were sent out to those can-
didates on September 28. Each can-
didate was required to submit a cover
letter, updated résumé and written
responses to a series of essay ques-
tions.

Each of the candidates was inter-
viewed by an executive panel con-
sisting of the police chiefs of Summit,
Fanwood, Springfield and Clark for
around 90 minutes each, Mr. Gildea
said. Each candidate then submitted
to a psychological analysis conducted
by the Institute For Forensic Psychol-
ogy in Oakland, N.J.

A second interview was conducted
by Mayor Brindle and Mr. Gildea of
each candidate. At this point, two fi-
nalists were chosen and subsequently
interviewed by the town council’s fi-
nance committee, which also acts as
the personnel committee. That com-
mittee includes Linda Habgood, the
committee chairwoman; Jo Ann
Neylan, vice-chairwoman; Doug
Stokes and David Contract.

At that point, Mr. Gildea made his
recommendation, which received the
consent of the mayor and approval of
the council as required by the town
code.

“All four candidates were really
impressive,” Mayor Brindle said.

The mayor said Westfield “was in
need of a bit of a cultural change in
the department.” She said the depart-
ment has moved away from commu-
nity policing to more of an “overly
enforcement organization.”

“It was very important for me to
hire someone who has the credibility
of being in the department and the
respect of other members of the de-
partment,” Mayor Brindle said.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
RIDING WITH SANTA...The Trolley Ride with Santa loads passengers in
Cranford on Saturday. The event is sponsored by the Cranford Chamber of
Commerce.

Strategic Plan Meetings
Continue In Garwood

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Last week’s stra-
tegic plan meeting was the third
meeting of a three-meeting strate-
gic planning series addressing four
focus areas including school cli-
mate and culture, curriculum and
instruction, community outreach
and engagement, and finance and
facilities. Superintendent Teresa
Quigley, Ed.D., board of education
members, Lincoln School staff and
attending members from the public
worked in groups creating an action
plan to achieve a defined goal for
each focus area.

The first strategic meeting called
on participants to define the
district’s strengths and weaknesses,
stated Superintendent Quigley. Dur-
ing the second meeting, attendees
separated into groups to create a
district vision and initiatives based
on the four “focus areas,” the super-
intendent stated.

The Finance and Facilities group
defined their goal as “to be the best
financially for the future without
having an enormous impact on dis-
trict resources,” group participant
Debi LeBrun stated.

The panel outlined four actions
towards achieving their goal, among
them “keeping class sizes low to
better educate the student,” stated
Ms. LeBrun. She acknowledged the
impact redevelopment could have
on increasing class sizes, while
maintaining that a healthy student-
to-teacher ratio is important to the
education process.

Ms. LeBrun said another action
to achieving their goal is “keeping
the taxpayers’ dollar at a minimal
increase without impacting district
resources.” She said reducing ex-
cessive or unneeded spending does
not guarantee taxes won’t increase,
but financial conservation remains
a focus in the district resource pro-
cess.

Maintaining infrastructure
through capital projects at both Lin-
coln School and Washington School
was a final action step towards
achieving the group’s proposed
goal, stated Ms. LeBrun.

The second goal of the School
Climate and Culture group is to
“increase social-emotional connec-
tions and social responsibility to
develop a positive, inclusive and
supportive school climate and envi-
ronment.”

Ms. Quigley said promoting a
positive environment for school

staff towards is one action in achiev-
ing the stated goal of the School
Climate and Culture group. Main-
taining school programs such as
Lincoln Links (peer mentorship pro-
gram) and the Student Advisory
Group’s (a meeting of students from
different grades, who discuss trend-
ing school topics both social and
academic under teacher oversight)
is another action step towards
group’s stated goal.

Creating academic standards
through consistency from one grade
level to the next grade level is im-
portant to achieving the overall goal,
stated Superintendent Quigley.

The Curriculum and Instruction
focus group’s defined their goal as
“Creating a learning environment
that supports and maximizes stu-
dent achievement for students in
Pre-K to 8th grade at every level.”
The focus group stated that explor-
ing scheduling conflicts and inno-
vating ways to reduce conflicts is an
action step towards achieving their
goal in the upcoming years.

Aligning curriculum with New
Jersey Lawyers Service (NJLS) and
21st-century skills, while articulat-
ing communication with Arthur L.
Johnson High School and Union
County Vo-Tech Schools to ensure
successful transitions for high-
school students remains a priority,
said Superintendent Quigley.

Technology updates will provide
students with a personalized and
differentiated learning experiences
was a stated action towards Cur-
riculum and Instruction’s focus
group achieving their goals.

The Community Outreach and En-
gagement group’s stated that ex-
panding parent partnership nights
would increase parent participation,
adding to the “small-town tight-knit
community” strength the district
exhibits.

Board of education member
Amanda Langston stated that fam-
ily engagement events include
events such as I-Steam family nights
where families can work at home
with their children on projects and
present them in a showcase at the
Lincoln School gym.

Ms. Langston also said creating
family nights for the sixth-grade
project including G.R.E.A.T. project
and developing the fourth-grade
“Wax Museum” into a family night
could provide outlets for parents to
engage their children’s peers while
developing friendships with fellow
parents.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Reimagine
wrote, “As a voter, a father and a
husband of an educator, this is con-
cerning that an in-depth educational
analysis wasn’t done prior to releas-
ing the original option to determine
which plan was best for the aca-
demic and social-emotional aspect
of all children of Cranford. My hope
is that third-party educational re-
search will be aligned to proposals
so voters can make an informed de-
cision or determine vote no for sta-
tus quo.

“Based on the population growth
of Cranford, and all the housing
projects, the reinvestment into our
schools is required. But introducing
busing into Cranford creates a long-
term financial burden on the school
system from an operational budget
aspect, which is money that could be
put back into the classroom, and
make sure the foundation of our
school system — the teachers —
receive a pay raise,” Mr. Comer
wrote.

Stillufsen’s residence. “Every house
(newly configured) will look larger
than homes from certain time peri-
ods,” Mr. Wendel said.

“I love the house design (with re-
spect to historic aesthetic). I love the
creative solutions used in the design
process,” said Mr. Wendel in pledg-
ing his support for the proposed lay-
out.

Michael La Place, planning board
representative on the commission,
said a “key condition” was to keep the
property fully visible from Chestnut
Street and “it is visible from 4th Av-
enue, Chestnut, and Brandt Court.”

Town Attorney Thomas Jardim said
both lots remain historically desig-
nated with the Stillufsen’s house be-
ing the historically-designated home.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Historic

New Police Officers, Park
Proposed For Mountainside

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Four  new
police officers were sworn in at the
Tuesday night meeting of the bor-
ough council. Officer Matthew
Carleo is a 25-year-old graduate of
the Essex County Police Academy.
Officer Jonathan Hagan served in
the United States Navy and was
ranked 12th in his graduating class
from the Morris County Police
Academy. Officer Nicholas Hussey
graduated from Montclair Univer-
sity and served in the United States
National Guard. Officer Kevin
Pierre is an Army veteran who
served in Iraq and Korea and was
previously employed by the Union
County Sheriff’s Department.

The council unanimously voted
in favor of approving a three-year
contract for curbside pickup and
recycling with F. Basso Rubbish
Removal Services. Because of a sig-
nificant decrease in demand for re-
cycled materials the entire state has
been faced with an increase in the
cost of curbside pickup. While the
borough solicited bids in August
2018, the bid from Basso Removal
was the only one which was re-
ceived and the annual cost is ex-
pected to be $148,200.

The council also voted to approve
a $195,000 increase in the “not to
exceed” costs for the legal services
provided by the Gibbons, Saiber,
and Post Polak firm in connection
with the defense of the harassment

and discrimination lawsuit filed
against the borough by several mem-
bers of the Police Department last
spring. The lawsuit, Stinner versus
Borough of Mountainside, is pend-
ing in state court in Union County.

In order to fund the costs of the
property tax reappraisal ordered by
the Union County Board of Taxa-
tion, the council authorized an emer-
gency appropriation of $200,000 in
negotiable notes to  retain Appraisal
Systems, Inc. of Morristown to per-
form the services required by the
state Department of Taxation, which
includes personal inspections of all
residential, commercial and exempt
properties located in Mountainside
at a cost of approximately $152,800.
In addition, the community will re-
tain Sterling DiSanto & Associates
of Somerville to perform a Tax Re-
valuation Quality Control Analysis
at a cost of $32,600.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, members of the
Beautiful Mountainside Committee
proposed that the borough support
the creation of a pocket park at the
location of the former Levi Cory
House, which is located on the cor-
ner of Mountain Avenue and New
Providence Road.

Todd Evans acted as the spokes-
person for the not-for-profit group
and explained that the creation of a
park would prevent unwanted de-
velopment, add extra parking, and
provide a new gathering place at

Editor’s Note
Letters to the Editor will be pub-

lished in the December 27 issue. This
week’s editorial page was dedicated
to Christmas Greetings.

CONTINUED AT RIGHT

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SWIMMING WITH SANTA...The Westfield Area YMCA's third annual Swim
with Santa was held on Sunday.

the center of the town, while also
preserving the community’s rural
and historic roots and would pro-
vide badly needed open space. He
presented two preliminary designs
and suggested that the borough con-
sider using some of the capital
raised from the sale of the Barnes
Tract to support the project. Mayor
Paul N. Mirabelli and the members
of the council expressed their sup-
port and promised to investigate
the feasibility of obtaining state
funding.

Several members of the Beautiful
Mountainside group thanked Coun-
cilman Robert Messler for all of his
support, which they noted had in-
cluded personally stringing lights
on the Christmas tree, regularly par-
ticipating in the Earth Day Clean
Up, and obtaining a Tree Recovery
grant from the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, which will
provide residents with 1,000 free
24-inch seedlings, which will be
distributed to residents who wish to
plant a tree on their property in the
spring.

CONTINUED FROM LEFT

Mountainside

Garwood Planning Bd. OKs
Auto Body Site Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Applicant DJB
Holdings, LLC. was unanimously
approved for a site plan at 3 Lincoln
Avenue at Tuesday’s planning board
meeting. David Bush stated DJB
Holdings is the official title in which
he operates his auto repair business at
the 3 Lincoln Avenue location. Mr.
Bush stated he was seeking site-plan
approval to repair an eroding parking
lot. Planning board member Bill
Nierstedt stated, “the location” is the
“first business” people will see when
visiting Garwood, making the prop-
erty analogically a first impression of
the borough’s business district and
downtown.

The applicant’s engineer, Catherine
Mueller, stated the proposed designs
allow for the “client’s maximization
of the property” while increasing the
“green scape.”

The board granted variance relief
allowing the business’ title to be listed
on a “grounded monument sign” ver-
sus a pole sign allowed by ordinance.
Mr. Bush stated the “monument sign”
will be aesthetically similar to the
business across the street’s sign, which
happens to be located on the “Cran-
ford side of the street,” stated Mr.

Bush.
Borough ordinance allows a sign to

have a maximum area of 40 square
feet, while the proposed sign is 55.2
square feet, stated planning board
attorney Donald Fraser. The applica-
tion proposes installing a sidewalk
where no sidewalk exists, stated Mr.
Bush.

Mr. Nierstedt stated the sidewalk
will provide an added benefit to pe-
destrians who often walked in “mud”
to get to the Frosty Freeze.

Mr. Bush stated he will reduce im-
pervious coverage (reducing water
run-off during a storm) while adding
river stones to “runoff ditches” or
“drainage ditches.” The planning
board conditions for approval in-
cluded the applicant having to install
landscaping including “forms of shade
tree” and other plantings, stated Mr.
Fraser.

A hedgerow will be devised of “box-
wood plantings,” stated Mr. Bush.

Mr. Bush stated he will install chain-
link fences towards the property’s
rear while double-paneled wood
fences will run towards the property’s
frontage. The planning board sug-
gested a wood-on-wood double-pan-
eled fence towards the “street view,”
stated Mr. Nierstedt.

Mr. Bush stated the project will
begin once the weather permits.

“It is hard to pour concrete in this
weather,” said Mr. Bush.

A mutual agreement between the
planning board and the applicant was
made on a “fair start date,” which
includes rational assumptions, stated
board engineer Victor Vinegra.

“If nothing appears to be happen-
ing by April,” said Mr. Vinegra, re-
flecting on a prevailing rationale the
borough will use to assess the project’s
progress.

Mr. Bush stated a truck parked in
the businesses parking lot will be
moved promptly. The owner of the
truck was hospitalized out of state for
a while, not allowing the vehicle to be
legally moved, stated Mr. Bush.

It was agreed a storage container
located on the property would be
removed from the site, allowing for
more workable space for the business
while not neglecting the board’s de-
sired “green space,” stated Mr. Bush.
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BOE Attorney Retiring
After Over 40 Years

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – After 42
years of service to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district, Casper P.
Boehm, Jr. has retired as board at-
torney. A resolution honoring him
for his years of service to the board
was read at last Wednesday’s board
of education meeting.

According to the resolution, Mr.
Boehm started working for the dis-
trict in 1976 and has been attending
bi-monthly meetings as the board’s
legal advisor for 42 years. This equals
1,008 meetings. He also has attended
countless other committee meetings
and special request meetings on the
board’s behalf when needed.

The resolution also stated that
not only did Mr. Boehm conduct
legal business proceedings for the
district, but also prepared a monthly
legal status report of all the legal
business and reviewed all official
board correspondence.

Mr. Boehm was reported to have
been active in organizations that
specialized in the study of law such
as the Association of School Attor-
neys, the Council of School Attor-
neys of the National School Boards
Association and the New Jersey
School Boards Association Conven-
tion Legal Seminar.

Mr. Boehm was noted to have
represented the district in all mat-
ters involving employees and/or stu-
dents before the commissioner of
education, the Public Employment
Relations Commission and all state
and federal courts. In addition, he
was instrumental in all phases of
property acquisition, sale or trans-

fer and reviewed all matters regard-
ing the district’s zoning and plan-
ning boards if it affected the opera-
tion of the school district.

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet W. Hayes, Ed.D., stated that
she was the fourth superintendent
to work with Mr. Boehm. She said,
“it is so important to have good
legal advice for a district and we
were so lucky that Mr. Boehm had
the ability to see all sides of issues.
That insight is so valuable.”

Board President Nancy Bauer
added, “we were so fortunate to
have the stability and continuity with
Mr. Boehm. He will be greatly
missed.”

Each board member then thanked
Mr. Boehm for his 42 years of ser-
vice.

The interview process to fill the
vacancy currently is underway.

In other business, the two-dozen-
member select choir from Park
Middle School sang a handful of
holiday songs for board members.
The group, called the Blue Notes, is
made up of seventh and eighth grad-
ers and is led by Rebekah
Giammarino. All members must au-
dition to be a part of the ensemble.

The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting will be
held on Thursday, January 3, 2019, at
7:30 p.m., in the administration build-
ing at Cedar Street and Evergreen
Avenue in Scotch Plains. This will be
the board’s re-organizational meet-
ing for 2019. Karen Kulikowski,
Tonya Williams and Debora Brody
will be sworn in for their new terms
after having been reelected in No-
vember.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
FAREWELL...It was Fanwood Councilman Jack Molenaar’s last meeting Mon-
day night after nine years on the council. He did not run for reelection this year
because he said his work on council is done. “I left things better than when I
arrived,” he said. His major accomplishments include leading downtown redevel-
opment and getting curbside recycling before the council for passage. He is
transportation director for Rutgers University and a city planner. He will remain
a member of the Fanwood Planning Board, where he has served for 15 years. His
name will be added to a plaque documenting all of Fanwood’s council members.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE PERFECT CHRISTMAS TREE...With Christmas around the corner,
people were seeking the perfect tree for their house, as this shopper was recently
at a Scotch Plains Christmas Tree site.

Merry Christmas

Fanwood Council Thanks
Molenaar For His Service

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – After nine years of
service on the Fanwood Council,
Council President Jack Molenaar is
stepping down. A resolution was read
during Monday’s regular meeting of
the governing body thanking Mr.
Molenaar for his years of service.

According to the resolution, Mr.
Molenaar had served the borough for
nine years, with the last six years
being in succession equating to two
consecutive terms. He also served on
the council from 2004 to 2006.

He was thanked for leading the
downtown redevelopment projects,
which have transformed the down-
town area into a thriving business
district.

He also was thanked for spear-
heading the push for curbside recy-
cling.

Mr. Molenaar thanked Mayor Col-
leen Mahr and his council colleagues
for the recognition and stated that he
enjoyed his time on the governing
body and felt his work there was

done. He concluded, “I feel I have left
things better than when I arrived.”

Mr. Molenaar will still be a mem-
ber of the borough’s planning board,
where he has served as a board mem-
ber for the last 15 years.

A presentation was then made to
thank Mayor Mahr for her longtime
service to the borough as mayor. Bor-
ough Historian Joe Nagy honored the
mayor with the signature framed pen-
cil sketch of Fanwood’s Train Station
building. Mr. Nagy thanked her for
her longtime service as mayor. He
noted that she was into her fourth
term as mayor, stating that she is the
longest-serving mayor in the
borough’s history.

The mayor thanked Mr. Nagy for
the recognition and the
acknowledgement of her service, and
tearfully thanked Councilman
Molenaar for his work beside her on
the council dais.

She stated, “it has been my plea-
sure knowing you for the last 16 years.
You have been by my side and we

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

New Police Officers, Park
Proposed For Mountainside

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Four  new
police officers were sworn in at the
Tuesday night meeting of the bor-
ough council. Officer Matthew Carleo
is a 25-year-old graduate of the Essex
County Police Academy. Officer
Jonathan Hagan served in the United
States Navy and was ranked 12th in
his graduating class from the Morris
County Police Academy. Officer
Nicholas Hussey graduated from
Montclair University and served in
the United States National Guard.
Officer Kevin Pierre is an Army vet-
eran who served in Iraq and Korea
and was previously employed by the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

The council unanimously voted in
favor of approving a three-year con-
tract for curbside pickup and recy-
cling with F. Basso Rubbish Removal
Services. Because of a significant
decrease in demand for recycled ma-
terials the entire state has been faced
with an increase in the cost of
curbside pickup. While the borough
solicited bids in August 2018, the
bid from Basso Removal was the
only one which was received and the
annual cost is expected to be
$148,200.

The council also voted to approve
a $195,000 increase in the “not to
exceed” costs for the legal services
provided by the Gibbons, Saiber, and
Post Polak firm in connection with
the defense of the harassment and

discrimination lawsuit filed against
the borough by several members of
the Police Department last spring.
The lawsuit, Stinner versus Borough
of Mountainside, is pending in state
court in Union County.

In order to fund the costs of the
property tax reappraisal ordered
by the Union County Board of
Taxation, the council authorized
an emergency appropriation of
$200,000 in negotiable notes to
retain Appraisal Systems, Inc. of
Morristown to perform the services
required by the state Department
of Taxation, which includes per-
sonal inspections of all residential,
commercial and exempt properties
located in Mountainside at a cost
of approximately $152,800. In ad-
dition, the community will retain
Sterling DiSanto & Associates of
Somerville to perform a Tax Re-
valuation Quality Control Analy-
sis at a cost of $32,600.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, members of the
Beautiful Mountainside Committee
proposed that the borough support
the creation of a pocket park at the
location of the former Levi Cory
House, which is located on the corner
of Mountain Avenue and New Provi-
dence Road.

Todd Evans acted as the spokes-
person for the not-for-profit group
and explained that the creation of a
park would prevent unwanted devel-

Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
IN APPRECIATION...Terrill Road Bible Chapel was recognized at Monday’s
Fanwood Borough Council meeting for serving the voters of Fanwood for more
than 20 years as the official polling place for Districts 4 and 5. This year, voting
was permanently moved to La Grande Park. Church member Allan Wilks accepts
the traditional framed print of the Fanwood train station as a token of appreciation
from Mayor Colleen Mahr and the council.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Battiloro Hired As
Next Police Chief

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Christopher
Battiloro has begun his tenure as
Westfield’s next police chief after
being installed as permanent chief on
December 12. He had been acting
chief since August 1 following the
retirement of David Wayman. Mr.
Battiloro will be formally sworn in on
Thursday, January 3, during the town’s
reorganization meeting.

Chief Battiloro joined the Westfield
Police Department in 1997 as a patrol
officer and, in his 21 years of service,
has held a variety of roles, completed a
broad range of specialized training, and
has received numerous commendations,
including two Westfield Police Depart-
ment Life Saving Awards and four
Westfield Police Department Command
Citation Awards. Most recently, he
served as police captain as the com-
manding officer of the administrative
division from 2013 to his August 2018
appointment as acting police chief. Chief
Battiloro is a graduate of Westfield
High School and Clemson University,
and resides in Cranford with his wife
and three children.

“I am extremely grateful to have
the faith, the trust, and the confidence
of the mayor, town administrator, and
the town council. This is a great town,”
Chief Battiloro said. “I was born and
raised here and I couldn’t imagine
doing this job anywhere else. So this
really is the dream job for me. And
I’m excited to go to work.”

“I look forward to building further
community engagement between the
police department and the residents of
Westfield, and remain committed to
the highest standards with which I
have been entrusted by the mayor and
town council,” the chief said in a press
release issued last week by the town.

Mayor Shelley Brindle added, “He
is a superb public servant who brings
exceptional experience, character and
commitment to this critical role. When
we began this search, I indicated that
I was looking for someone who re-
flects the values of my administration
and our community, with unquestion-
able integrity and the ability to trans-
form the culture of the department
into one that embodies trust and ac-
countability. Chief Battiloro brings
all of these qualities to the job, and is
someone I know will dutifully repre-
sent our residents and the outstanding
men and women in the department.”

During an interview on Tuesday
with The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, Chief Battiloro said he is de-
veloping a number of initiatives includ-

ing equipping all police officers and
supervisors with body cameras in 2019.
Six officers on Tuesday began field
testing units that the department is con-
sidering purchasing. A new mobile cam-
era unit also will be installed in one of
the department’s patrol vehicles.

“We are one of just a handful of
municipalities in Union County that
are not using them (cameras) pres-
ently,” he said, noting that Union
County Acting Prosecutor Michael
Monahan’s goal is to have all towns
in the county equipped with body
cameras. “For the purpose of account-
ability, (and) transparency, this is
important for us,” Chief Battiloro said.

The new chief also wants to get the
Westfield Police Department accred-
ited with the New Jersey Police Chiefs
Association, something the department
has never achieved in its history.

“We’re going to review, revise and
reissue all of our written directives,”
the chief said. “It’s a big process. It
will take 12 to 18 months to com-
plete,” the chief explained.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
noted that one of the benefits of ac-
creditation is reduced insurance pre-
miums. Chief Battiloro noted that he
hopes the updated procedures will
“reduce or limit” the town’s liability
exposure.

Chief Battiloro said he wants to get
out into the community, noting he
wants to start having lunch with se-
nior citizens at the town’s senior hous-
ing complex. He also said that police
officers visit all of Westfield schools
on a regular basis.

In discussing the process the town
utilized in hiring a new chief, Mayor
Brindle and Mr. Gildea said Westfield
consulted with the mayors and ad-
ministrators in Fanwood, Cranford,
Summit and Springfield to review
their practices for the process of hir-
ing a police chief.

Mayor Brindle said she wanted to
make sure “lots of input” was re-
ceived “from people that can provide
an objective assessment about the
qualifications of the candidates and
what we want in our vision and what’s
needed in the department.”

The mayor said she wanted to be
assured Westfield was not going to
simply be hiring “the next one in line”
for police chief.

“This wasn’t a given” that Mr.
Battiloro would be hired prior to the
interview process, the mayor said. “I
went into it (the process) with a com-
pletely open mind,” she said. “I want
Chris to get the benefit of that — that
he really earned this.”

Based on those discussions with
other towns, Westfield decided to
open the chief’s position up to police
captains and lieutenants, something
that had not been done in the past. Of
the six eligible candidates, Mr.
Battiloro, who held the rank of police
captain, and three of the four eligible
Westfield Police Department lieuten-
ants applied for the chief’s position.
One police captain and one lieutenant
sent letters to Mr. Gildea opting not to
be candidates for the job.

Packets were sent out to those can-
didates on September 28. Each candi-
date was required to submit a cover
letter, updated résumé and written re-
sponses to a series of essay questions.

Each of the candidates was inter-
viewed by an executive panel con-
sisting of the police chiefs of Summit,
Fanwood, Springfield and Clark for
around 90 minutes each, Mr. Gildea
said. Each candidate then submitted
to a psychological analysis conducted
by the Institute For Forensic Psychol-
ogy in Oakland, N.J.

A second interview was conducted
by Mayor Brindle and Mr. Gildea of
each candidate. At this point, two fi-
nalists were chosen and subsequently
interviewed by the town council’s fi-
nance committee, which also acts as
the personnel committee. That com-
mittee includes Linda Habgood, the
committee chairwoman; Jo Ann
Neylan, vice-chairwoman; Doug
Stokes and David Contract.

At that point, Mr. Gildea made his
recommendation, which received the
consent of the mayor and approval of the
council as required by the town code.

The mayor said Westfield “was in
need of a bit of a cultural change in
the department.” She said the depart-
ment has moved away from commu-
nity policing to more of an “overly
enforcement organization.”

“It was very important for me to
hire someone who has the credibility
of being in the department and the
respect of other members of the de-
partment,” Mayor Brindle said.

Chief Chris Battiloro

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RIDING WITH SANTA...The Trolley Ride with Santa loads passengers in
Cranford on Saturday. The event is sponsored by the Cranford Chamber of
Commerce.

Second Phase of Redevelop.
To Focus on Snuffy’s Site

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – As they evalu-
ate builders’ redevelopment propos-
als for redeveloping the public prop-
erties in the downtown, township of-
ficials also will press ahead on the
next phase of redevelopment, with a
focus on the Snuffy’s Pantagis prop-
erty they believe could be developed
into a transit hub.

The township council last week des-
ignated the 5.55-acre property as an
Area in Need of Redevelopment and
directed the redevelopment committee
to draft a plan for the site’s redevelop-
ment. That designation gives the town-
ship government more control over how
that property will be redeveloped.

At the redevelopment
committee’s meeting last Wednes-
day, Thomas Strowe, the township’s
redevelopment coordinator, said
the Snuffy’s property — which
comprises a significant portion of
the second phase of the seven-phase
redevelopment area — could even-
tually be developed into a transit
hub that would serve NJ Transit
bus commuters along Route 22 and
also include housing and commer-
cial buildings. The township, he
said, has been in talks with NJ
Transit about additional transpor-
tation opportunities for Scotch
Plains.

“Things are moving,” Mr. Strowe
said last week, adding that there will
be meetings with potential develop-
ers “to get some initial thoughts” about
the property’s potential uses and that
more formal plans will be put together

over the next several months while the
redevelopment committee also con-
siders formal proposals from develop-
ers for the four public properties in the
central business district that comprise
the first phase of redevelopment.

Phase two of the township’s rede-
velopment plan includes properties in
the area that stretches along Park Av-
enue from Front Street to Route 22.

At last week’s meeting, Mr. Strowe
also said the township was “very
close” to securing a deal to re-route
truck traffic away from Park Avenue
and the downtown. The plan is for
trucks coming south from Watchung
and the Weldon Quarry to drive down
Bonnie Burn Road directly onto west-
bound Route 22 and then use Terrill
Road to get to North and South Av-
enues and points elsewhere. Trucks
traveling north would take Terrill
Road to eastbound Route 22 and then
use the Park Avenue bridge over the
highway to head north.

Meetings with Union County offi-
cials have been held, Mr. Strowe
said, and neighboring towns like
Watchung and Plainfield will be con-
tacted as well for their input and
approval. He said Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr has signaled that she’s
“on board already” with the change.
The state Department of Transporta-
tion will have to formally sign off on
any change in the truck route since
the agency has designated Park Av-
enue as a permitted truck route. Mr.
Strowe said analyses and data have
shown that the new route would add
no more than several seconds to a
truck’s trip.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council

Fanwood Rec. Updates
Forest Rd. Park Master Plan

By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — There were some
new updates at Tuesday night’s rec-
reation commission meeting regard-
ing the Forest Road Park Master
Plan. Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky also announced some
commission personnel changes, in-
cluding the commission’s first stu-
dent alternate member.

The borough’s annual tree light-
ing and holiday celebration, held on
December 2, was a success despite
poor weather conditions. “There
were some minor glitches with the
weather that affected attendance,”
Mr. Budiansky said. “The high school
band showed up and then left be-
cause the ground was too wet for
them. Overall, there was a good turn-
out. The pictures with Santa went
well. The recreation commission
purchased a new printer before this
event.”

Mr. Budiansky and the commis-
sion members thanked Fabio’s Bis-
tro in Fanwood for its generous do-
nation of 12 pizzas for this event.

Mr. Budiansky spoke about two
recent personnel changes. Demian
Boroff, a commission alternate mem-
ber, resigned. Himanee Hendre, a
Magnet High School junior and a
new alternate commission member,
was approved at Monday night’s
town council meeting. Miss Hendre
is the first student alternate member
in recreation history. Mr. Budiansky
said that Miss Hendre volunteered at
several different borough events and
programs throughout the years. He
mentioned that the commission needs

one more alternate member. Inter-
ested persons are asked to contact
Mr. Budiansky as soon as possible.

Mr. Budiansky updated the com-
mission about new developments re-
garding the Forest Road Park Mas-
ter Plan. “CME Associates contrac-
tors said there is a slab left over from
the shed at Forest Road Park and the
soil there was recently tested. The
state has to review the soil sample.
Seven different tests were conducted
on the soil,” he said. Mr. Budiansky
was unsure of when the state will
have these soil results.

Treasurer Mike Kelly informed
the commission that he recently re-
ceived a bill from the school district’s
buses that were used last summer.
The total amount is $9,639. Regard-
ing the most recent treasurer’s re-
port, Mr. Kelly said, “Some revenue
was generated and there were ex-
penses from the October 5K race
and fall programs such as tennis.”

The commission’s next meeting is
set for Tuesday, January 22, at La
Grande Park. The meeting begins at
7:45 p.m.

have gotten a tremendous amount
done together. Thank you.”

A presentation also was made by
Mayor Mahr to Allan Wilks, repre-
senting the Terrill Road Bible
Chapel, thanking the Chapel and its
members for “opening its doors for
the past 20 years as a polling place
for the borough.”

According to the mayor, the bor-
ough had to stop using the Chapel
as a polling facility because it did
not meet with Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA)-compliant ac-
cessibility standards and was not
accessible for everyone.

Finally, eighth-grade Park Middle
School student Joseph DeSantis
spoke to members of the council
asking them to help him attain his
government badge for Boy Scouts.
Joseph belongs to Fanwood’s Boy
Scout Troop No. 33.

The mayor concluded the meet-
ing by thanking the Fanwood Fire
Department for aiding the borough’s
“elves” in delivering more than
1,200 gifts to 400 families for the
holiday season. The council then
wished all in the borough happy
holidays.

The next Fanwood Council meet-
ing is scheduled for after the new
year at Fanwood Borough Hall. It
will be the official re-organizational
meeting for 2019.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside
opment, add extra parking, and pro-
vide a new gathering place at the
center of the town, while also pre-
serving the community’s rural and
historic roots and would provide badly
needed open space. He presented two
preliminary designs and suggested
that the borough consider using some
of the capital raised from the sale of
the Barnes Tract to support the project.
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli and the
members of the council expressed
their support and promised to inves-
tigate the feasibility of obtaining state
funding.

Several members of the Beautiful
Mountainside group thanked Coun-
cilman Robert Messler for all of his
support, which they noted had in-
cluded personally stringing lights
on the Christmas tree, regularly par-
ticipating in the Earth Day Clean
Up, and obtaining a Tree Recovery
grant from the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, which will
provide residents with 1,000 free
24-inch seedlings, which will be
distributed to residents who wish to
plant a tree on their property in the
spring.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SWIMMING WITH SANTA...The Westfield Area YMCA's third annual Swim
with Santa was held on Sunday.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
FUTURE LEADER...Boy Scout Joseph DeSantis, from Troop 33, a Park Middle
School eighth grader, attended the Fanwood Borough Council meeting Monday
to earn his government badge and posed for photos with Councilman Anthony
Carter.

Editor’s Note
Letters to the Editor will be pub-

lished in the December 27 issue. This
week’s editorial page was dedicated
to Christmas Greetings.
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The Personal Injury

Attorneys at

Bramnick Law

welcome new

lawyers to our team:

Stephen A. Satkin, a litigator, who was

formerly with Cramer, Satkin

is now “of counsel” to Bramnick Law.

Wade Suthard, a certified civil trial attorney.

We are very proud of our attorneys listed below:

Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.
John C. Rodriguez, Esq.

Gary J. Grabas, Esq.
Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.

Gavin Handwerker, Esq.
Brian J. Trembley, Esq.

Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.

Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000   www.jonbramnick.com

Celebrate Christmas
The Parish Community of Saint Helen                          
1600 Rahway Avenue • Westfield, NJ

Christmas Eve - St Helen Church (Meaney Hall) 

3:45PM, 5:30PM, 7:30PM, 9:30PM, Midnight

Christmas Eve - Mother Seton Regional High School 

1 Valley Rd, Clark - 4:00PM, 5:45PM

Christmas Day - St Helen Church (Meaney Hall) 
9:30AM, 11:00AM, 12:30PM

For complete information about Christmas Eve 
and Day at St. Helen Church and Mother Seton 
Regional H.S. scan the QR code.

Text SHCHURCHFULL to 84576 to receive a text 
when St. Helen Church is at capacity for the 
3:45PM and 5:30PM Masses on Christmas Eve.

Cranford Adopts Housing
Plan; RDP Ordered to Rise

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – On December 7,
Superior Court Judge Camille Kenny
ordered the township to add 20 units
to its realistic development potential
(RDP), bringing up its RDP to 105,
Mike Mistretta of Harbor Consult-
ants, the township’s affordable-hous-
ing planning consultant, said at the
planning board meeting last Wednes-
day. Mr. Mistretta presented to the
planning board the township’s hous-
ing plan element and fair share plan,
which the board unanimously
adopted.

Judge Kenny also granted the town-
ship, on December 7, another three
months of immunity from builder’s
remedy lawsuits, through March 31,
2019, to provide that time for the
township to sit down with the Fair
Share Housing Center to settle its
third-round affordable-housing obli-
gation, Jeffrey Surenian, the
township’s affordable-housing attor-
ney, told The Westfield Leader and
and The Times. The Fair Share Hous-
ing Center has not yet responded to
the township with a date, Mr. Surenian
told The Leader/Times.

In addition to the 105 RDP, the
township would have an unmet need
of affordable-housing units of some-
where between 335 and 591, Mr.
Mistretta said.

Harbor Consultants proposed a
North and South Avenue overlay
zone to provide an additional 1,439
total units that would include a 20-
percent affordable-housing com-
ponent, equating to 287 affordable-
housing units, according to the
housing plan element and fair share
plan.

The overlay zone was created to
capture that unmet need, Mr. Mistretta
said. Within the overlay zone is the
Office Residential Character (ORC)
zone that has been amended to loosen
the restrictions to incentivize devel-
opers, Mr. Mistretta said. The ORC
zone would have a conditional use of
20 units per acre. He said those stan-
dards currently exist in the zone.

Resident Rita La Brutto of Arling-
ton Road questioned when this change
had occurred, because she said it had
been zoned for two-family homes,
not at 20 units per acre. She said she
could find nowhere in the planning
board minutes that this change had
occurred. Karen Capone, another resi-
dent of Arlington Road, which abuts
the ORC zone, also asked what other
changes are to occur in the ORC
zone. Mr. Mistretta replied that the
square footage of an apartment can
be a minimum of 600 square feet,
reduced from 700; boarders and
subletters are permitted when they
were not previously, and a minimum
lot size is removed. He said the bulk
standards remain the same.

The planning board voted, 9 to 0, to
adopt the housing plan element and
fair share plan. The township com-
mittee will next consider the resolu-
tion endorsing this plan, and then it
would be filed with the court, Mr.
Mistretta said.

A new special master has been as-
signed to the township. Special Mas-
ter Kendra Lelie is to replace Special
Master Elizabeth McKenzie due to
the latter’s retirement as of Decem-
ber 7. Also, Mr. Surenian said that
Judge Kenny is to retire soon, and a
new judge will be assigned to the
hearing.

Protect Yourself From
Fraud This Holiday Season

COUNTY – As the seasonal holi-
days draw near, the hectic rush of shop-
ping, traveling and preparing for visi-
tors can put consumers at greater risk
for scams, fraud and theft. The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
reminds residents that they can take a
few simple steps to protect themselves.

“During the holiday season fraud
increases by 20 percent,” Freeholder
Chairman Sergio Granados said. “It
is crucial that residents are informed
of the different precautions that they
can take to avoid becoming victims
of fraud and theft.”

Union County residents should be
aware that telephones are still a
weapon of choice for scammers.

Phone scammers can take advan-
tage of the holiday rush and catch
residents off guard with a phone call.
It is important to know that a legiti-
mate government office, such as So-
cial Security or the IRS, will never
ask for personal information by
phone.

Never give out Social Security num-
bers or other personal information
over the telephone unless the caller’s
identity can be verified.

Law enforcement and consumer
professionals recommend that in-store
shoppers prepare a list ahead of time,
only carry the credit cards and ID that
they need, and plan their excursions to
avoid carrying too many bags at once.

When checking out of a store, shop-
pers should remain at the register

long enough to get their receipt, put
their change or credit card back in
place, organize their shopping bags
and ensure that their wallet or purse is
secured on their person.

Shoppers are advised to never leave
a purse or wallet in a shopping cart, or
in an easily accessible pocket.

Thieves are known to scout parking
lots, looking for vehicles with open
trunks or visible packages. Shoppers
should use caution when loading goods
into their vehicle. Packages left in a
parked car should be covered or kept
in the trunk, and all doors should be
checked to ensure they are locked.

Another area of risk has emerged
with the growing popularity of online
shopping. Theft of unattended pack-
ages from doorways and porches is
becoming more common.

Online shoppers who are not home
for long periods should make alter-
nate plans for package delivery. For
example, depending on the sender
some packages can be directed for
pickup at a local post office or deliv-
ery service.

Online scammers can also do a
great amount of damage if shoppers
are not careful. Home computer users
should ensure that their security set-
tings are up to date, and be on the
lookout for any alerts or messages
regarding possible compromises.

To help consumers avoid scams
and frauds, the New Jersey Division
of Consumer Affairs has developed
an Anti-Fraud Toolkit.

To view the Toolkit online or to
download the Toolkit in English or
Spanish, visit fightingfraud.nj.gov.
Consumers in need of assistance in
Union County can call the Union
County Office of Consumer Affairs at
(908) 654-9840 or use the online fraud
reporting form on the County website,
ucnj.org.

PROMOTING GREENWAY...Union County Freeholder Rebecca Williams pre-
sents a resolution to Jennifer Popper of Plainfield congratulating her on walking
802 miles from Union County to Maine over the summer to honor her late husband,
Michael, and to raise awareness to the East Coast Greenway. He died in June 2016
in in a kayaking accident near Corea Harbor, Maine. Her goal was $15,000, a
thousand dollars for every year she and Michael were married. The money raised
is being donated to the East Coast Greenway Alliance, as well as a New Jersey
walking group called Freewalkers.

Freeholders Approve
Raises for Dept. Directors

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County Free-
holder Board approved raises for them-
selves and department heads last Thurs-
day. It marks the fourth consecutive year
freeholder salaries have increased.

Effective Tuesday, January 1, 2019,
the freeholder chairman’s salary will go
from $34,096 to $35,034, the vice-
chairman’s from $33,014 to $33,922,
and the seven remaining freeholders
will see a salary increase from $31,931
to $32,810. Board salaries were $30,090
in January of 2015, $30,691 in 2016,
$31,305 in 2017, and $31,931 in 2018.
During that time frame the chairman’s
salary went from $32,130 in January of
2015, to $32,772 in 2016, $33,428 in
2017 and $34,096 in 2018.

As of January 1, the county
counsel’s salary will go from
$171,744 to $176,467 in 2019; the
county manager from $169,000 to
$173,648; director of administrative
services from $135,498 to $139,224;
director of corrections from $124,746
to $133,000; director of economic
development/deputy county manager
from $149,683 to $157,396; director
of engineering, public works and fa-
cilities from $143,632 to $150,151;
director of finance and county trea-
surer/chief financial officer from
$145,441 to $153,551; director of
human services from $130,000 to
$136,658; director of parks and rec-
reation from $128,382 to $137,051,
and director of public safety from
$133,249 to $139,483.

County Manager Ed Oatman, who
previously served as chief of staff for
Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Lin-
den), succeeded county manager
Alfred Faella, who retired, in March
2018. Mr. Faella was making $179,757
at the time of his retirement.

In addition, the county manager
was authorized to grant exclusionary
wage increases to employees based
on their performance evaluation
scores. Mr. Oatman said 611 employ-
ees would receive raises averaging
2.4 percent for a total monetary in-
crease of $750,000.

The ordinance increasing free-
holder and director salaries was
adopted on second reading by a 6-to-
0 vote, with three freeholders not in
attendance. The vote was the same
for the exclusionary salary increases.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
took issue with the department direc-
tor raises, saying they range from 4 to
6 percent. He said increasing em-
ployee salaries also results in a higher
pension burden. He called the raises
“obscene.”

He questioned what achievements
they have accomplished to deserve
raises he say range from 4 to 6 percent.

“I don’t think you know the mean-
ing of prudent,” he said, noting the
board often touts themselves and the
county as fiscally prudent when it
comes to managing its finances.

“So all you’re basically doing is
just stealing the money from the tax-

payers pockets and funneling it into
your favorite pockets to increase their
salaries by an obscene amount and
also increase the pension tax at the
same time,” Mr. Paterson said.

Freeholder Bruce Bergen said just
because Mr. Paterson says depart-
ment heads are receiving raises be-
tween 4 and 6 percent “year after
year, doesn’t make those facts.”

“And in fact, I believe that this free-
holder board, the county manager, and
entire staff work very hard to be very
careful with the money paid by the
residents of this county,” Mr. Bergen
said, adding that all salary increases
are “carefully reviewed.”

“I do believe the raises that we’ve
given are deserved. I think they’ve
been fiscally prudent because it is
important to make sure this county
has employees who are well trained
and experienced and sometimes you
have to make sure you are paying
what is reasonable to keep good
people here,” Mr. Bergen said.

Freeholder Al Mirabella added that,
“several attributes of a triple A bond
rating are...a result of a strong leader-
ship, strong management, and fiscal
responsibility” as stated by bond rat-
ing agencies.

“Many of our directors would make
much more money in the private sec-
tor,” Mr. Mirabella said.

The board approved a resolution to
Pamela Capaci for her 11-plus years
as executive director and chief ex-
ecutive officer of Prevention Links, a
not-for-profit organization focused on
efforts to combat substance abuse.

The board’s last meeting of the
year will be tonight, December 20, at
7 p.m. It will be the last meeting for
Freeholders Bergen and Mohamed
Jalloh, whose terms are ending Mon-
day, December 31.

New Dog Park Opens
At Warinanco Park

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders offi-
cially cut the ribbon and opened the
Warinanco Dog Park in Roselle on
December 8. The new dog park is
located behind the Warinanco Sports
Center at 1 Park Drive in Warinanco
Park, Roselle. The opening was at-
tended by local elected officials,
county freeholders and dozens of
county residents and their dogs.

The ribbon-cutting was also attended
by dozens of county residents and
their dogs of all sizes, ranging from St.
Bernards to Chihuahuas.

The Warinanco Dog Park is a
newly constructed public facility. It
features separate large and small dog
areas. Each area is equipped with
agility equipment, dog-waste sta-
tions, pet-friendly water fountains
and seating for dog owners. The
Warinanco Dog Park will operate on
the same schedule as all Union
County parks, with access available
year-round from dawn to dusk on a
daily basis.
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Prices established by ShopRite Liquors of Rochelle Park. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. We reserve the right to limit quantities to four (4) units of any sale items. Prices do not include sales tax.  
None sold to other retailers or wholesalers. Artwork does not necessarily represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Effective Wed. Dec. 19 thru Tue., Dec. 25, 2018, at ShopRite Liquors of Caldwell, Parsippany, and Westfield, NJ only.   •Lowest acquisition price allowable by NJ ABC law will prevail.

Wow...  
Can’t be Beat!

NO CLUB CARDS OR MEMBERSHIP FEES! Just the LOW PRICES on the Brands YOU WANT!

PRICES IN THIS AD ONLY AVAILABLE AT STORES LISTED BELOW...

All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon to Receive Discount All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon to Receive Discount

With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Caldwell, Parsippany, and  
Westfield, NJ only.  No limit – while supplies last. No other discounts apply. Effective thru Tue., Dec. 25, 2018.

With this coupon. Good ONLY at participating ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Caldwell, Parsippany, and  
Westfield, NJ only.  No limit – while supplies last. No other discounts apply. Effective thru Tue., Dec. 25, 2018.

ShopRite Liquor COUPON ShopRite Liquor COUPON

NO LIMIT 
COUPON. 

NO FURTHER  
DISCOUNTS 

APPLY.

NO LIMIT 
COUPON. 

NO FURTHER  
DISCOUNTS 

APPLY.

 Ridgemont 
Reserve  

Small Batch 
1792 Bourbon 

Baileys
Irish Cream

Tito’s or 
Absolut

80 Vodka

Grand 
Marnier 

Martini & 
Rossi Asti 
Spumante 

Veuve 
Clicquot 

Brut Proseccos

Mondavi 
Private 

Selection
“ALL TYPES”

(EXCLUDES BOURBON BARREL)

Bulleit 
Bourbon

Macallan  
12 Yr Old Single 

Malt Scotch 
Don Julio 

Blanco

$2549

$2709

$3909

$2909

$2909

$1209

$1109 $4709

$809

Largest Selection of...

OUR PRICES

750 ML

Crown  
Royal 

Original 

$2609
750 ML

$5309
750 ML

Grey Goose 
Reg. 80 

$2709
750 ML1-LITER

 Johnnie 
Walker 

Gift Collection 

$7900
4-200 ML

btls.
1.75 L

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

Dom  
Pérignon 

Champagne 

$15209
750 ML

Kim Crawford
Sauvignon 

Blanc

$1333
750 ML 750 ML 750 ML

750 ML

JOSH 
CABERNET 

SAUVIGNON 

$1309
750 ML

Franciscan 
Cabernet 

Sauvignon 

$1909
750 ML

Woodbridge
“ALL TYPES”

$1109
1.5 L

Kendall Jackson
Vintners 
Reserve

Chardonnay

Prices Effective 
Wed. 12/19 - Tues. 12/25 CHECK STORE FOR HOLIDAY HOURS

$2800
750 ML

Johnnie  
Walker  

Blue 

$17900
750 ML

Johnnie
Walker
Scotch

$5909

$3209
1.75 L

1.75 L

Black
Label

Red
Label

Black Box
Wines

“ALL TYPES”

$1909
3-LITER

$4999
750 ML

Belle Glos
Pinot Noir

LAS ALTURAS,  
CLARK & TELEPHONE  

OR DAIRYMAN

Ruffino
Chiantis

$3009

$999

$1901

$1309

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

Gold 
Label

Ca’tullio

Tan 
Label

Mionetto 

Pinot Noir

$1933

$1909

$1009
750 ML

750 ML

750 MLElouan

Meiomi

Love
Noir

$1309
750 ML

Cabernet 
Sauvignon,  
Merlot or Zinfandel

$1109
750 MLChardonnay

Coppola 
Diamond Series

$1409
750 ML

Claret or  
Pinot Noir Alverdi

Pinot Grigio

$1109
1.5 L

0 010080 30 010070 6

ShopRite Wines & Spirits of 

Caldwell
478 Bloomfield Avenue, Caldwell, NJ 07006 

(973) 226-8400

ShopRite Wines & Spirits of 

 Parsippany
808 US-46, Parsippany, NJ 07054 

(973) 335-2625

ShopRite Wines & Spirits of 

Westfield
333 South Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 

(908) 232-8700

SILVER OAK  
ALEXANDER  

VALLEY  
CABERNET  

SAUVIGNON 

$7596
750 ML

Zuccotti
“ALL TYPES”

Brady’s 
Irish Cream 

$599
1.5-Liter

$999
1-Liter

SAVE
$1.00

SAVE
$2.00

Last
Minute

Gift 
Ideas!

Basil 
Hayden’s  
Bourbon

$3909
750 ML
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Bah, Humbug! Ebenezer Scrooge;
It’s Not the Ghosts of Christmas

’Twas the Night Before Christmas,
Account of a Visit from St. Nicholas

Major Henry Livingston, Jr. (1748-1828)

’Twas the night before Christmas,
when all through the house, Not a
creature was stirring, not even a
mouse; The stockings were hung by
the chimney with care, In hopes that
St. Nicholas soon would be there;

The children were nestled all snug
in their beds, While visions of sugar-
plums danced in their heads; And
mamma in her ‘kerchief, and I
in my cap, Had just settled
down for a long winter’s nap,

When out on the lawn
there arose such a clatter, I
sprang from the bed to see
what was the matter. Away
to the window I flew like
a flash, Tore open the shut-
ters and threw up the sash.

The moon on the breast
of the new-fallen snow
Gave the lustre of mid-day to objects
below; When, what to my wondering
eyes should appear, But a miniature
sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer,

With a little old driver, so lively and
quick, I knew in a moment it must be
St. Nick. More rapid than eagles his
coursers they came, And he whistled,
and shouted, and called them by name;

“Now, Dasher! now, Dancer! now,
Prancer and Vixen! On, Comet! on
Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen! To
the top of the porch! To the top of the
wall! Now dash away! Dash away!
Dash away all!”

As dry leaves that before the wild
hurricane fly, When they meet with
an obstacle, mount to the sky, So up to
the house-top the coursers they flew,
With the sleigh full of toys, and St.
Nicholas too.

And then, in a twinkling, I heard on

the roof The prancing and pawing of
each little hoof. As I drew in my hand,
and was turning around, Down the
chimney St. Nicholas came with a
bound.

He was dressed all in fur, from his
head to his foot, And his clothes were
all tarnished with ashes and soot; A

bundle of toys he had flung on his
back, And he looked like a ped-

dler just opening his pack.
His eyes — how they

twinkled! His dimples how
merry! His cheeks were like
roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was
drawn up like a bow, And
the beard of his chin was
as white as the snow;

The stump of a pipe he
held tight in his teeth, And

the smoke it encircled his
head like a wreath; He had a broad
face and a little round belly, That
shook, when he laughed like a bowl-
ful of jelly.

He was chubby and plump, a right
jolly old elf, And I laughed when I
saw him, in spite of myself; A wink of
his eye and a twist of his head, Soon
gave me to know I had nothing to
dread;

He spoke not a word, but went
straight to his work, And filled all the
stockings; then turned with a jerk,
And laying his finger aside of his
nose, And giving a nod, up the chim-
ney he rose;

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team
gave a whistle, And away they all
flew like the down of a thistle. But I
heard him exclaim, ere he drove out
of sight, “Happy Christmas to all, and
to all a good-night!”

Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus
Francis P. Church wrote the fol-

lowing editorial in response to a let-
ter written by Virginia O’Hanlon. The
letter was published in the New York
Sun in 1897.

* * * * *
Dear Editor,
I am 8 years old. Some of my little

friends say there is no Santa Claus.
Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun,
it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is
there a Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
* * * * *

Virginia, your little friends are
wrong. They have been affected by
the skepticism of a skeptical age.
They do not believe except they see.
They think that nothing can be which
is not comprehensible by their little
minds. All minds, Virginia, whether
they be men’s or children’s, are little.
In this great universe of ours, man is
a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect
as compared with the boundless world
about him, as measured by the intel-
ligence capable of grasping the whole
of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.
He exists as certainly as love and
generosity and devotion exist, and
you know that they abound and give
to your life its highest beauty and joy.
Alas! How dreary would be the world
if there were no Santa Claus! It would
be as dreary as if there were no
Virginias. There would be no child-
like faith then, no poetry, no romance
to make tolerable this existence. We
should have no enjoyment, except in
sense and sight. The external light
with which childhood fills the world
would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You
might as well not believe in fairies.
You might get your papa to hire men
to watch in all the chimneys on Christ-
mas eve to catch Santa Claus, but
even if you did not see Santa Claus
coming down, what would that prove?
Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is
no sign that there is no Santa Claus.

The most real things in the world are
those that neither children nor men
can see. Did you ever see fairies danc-
ing on the lawn? Of course not, but
that’s no proof that they are not there.
Nobody can conceive or imagine all
the wonders there are unseen and
unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and
see what makes the noise inside, but
there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man,
nor even the united strength of all the
strongest men that ever lived could
tear apart. Only faith, poetry, love,
romance, can push aside that curtain
and view and picture the supernatural
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all
real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world
there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! He
lives and lives forever. A thousand
years from now, Virginia, nay 10 times
10,000 years from now, he will con-
tinue to make glad the heart of child-
hood.

Be not like Ebenezer Scrooge, with his snorting of
“Bah, Humbug,” declaring that Christmas is a fraud.
Be neither like his forlorn clerk Bob Cratchit, who is
about to be deprived of Christmas joy, no gift, no
holiday.

Should you hear all the bells in
your house ringing loudly and fear
of chains clanking while perceiv-
ing an eerie red glow, think not of
the supernatural, Marley’s – the
ghosts of Christmas Past, Christ-
mas Present and Christmas Future.

Think not of the strange voices
and sounds outside – and the bang-
ing at your door. Think not of the
winter wind howling, grating and
scratching of the boughs against your windowpanes.

Think not of the chilling draft sweeping from your
chimney. Think not of the darkness or the gusting
snow.

Think instead of your friends and family, the joy of
the season and the anticipation of ‘ol St. Nick – he’ll
plug the draft in his descent. For the chains clanking
are likely the harnesses jingling of the reindeer on
your roof, and the eerie red glow is Rudolph and his
nose – his presence made possible by the warmth of

the wintry snow. The boughs against your window-
panes are really from the inside, boughs of holly, as
part of the wonderment embodied in symbolism of
your Christmas tree.

The bells ringing at your door do not foretell of the
three ghosts; they are a harbinger
of your neighbors calling with good
cheer, laden with all the fixings for
holiday eggnog to dip your ginger-
bread man. Their voices caroling
are the sounds outside.

Be in the best of cheer this Christ-
mas season.

Leave cookies and milk for Santa.
And if you know of a Bob Cratchit,
then you know of a soul in need of

a thoughtful gift. Lend your voice to the carolers’
refrain, even though out of practice, your perfor-
mance would otherwise bring disdain.

Build a snowman; find the coal for his eyes, a top
hat and carrot for his nose.

Join the children on the block – they’ll show you
how to dream.

Be not of fear, be of good cheer.
Tis the season to be jolly.

I Tried to be Careful, Mr. Jones;
Thank You Santa for Understanding

When I was a young boy, admittedly a long time
ago, Christmastime was a time of great joy, wonder-
ment, warmth and merriment. True, Santa Claus was
on my mind. I thought I’d been good
most of the year and that Santa would
be good to me.

He’d understand that when I broke
Mr. Jones’ window with the foul ball
that it was an accident. I was sure
Santa would also understand that
when we heard the shattering glass,
there was a moment of panic. Yes, we
all ran and even thought we’d get
away with it – undiscovered.

Our mothers knew about that bro-
ken window before we even got
home. A stern lecture and direct or-
ders to go over to Mr. Jones and
confess that I did it – that’s what I
got. Mr. Jones tried to be very stern
and asked if I’d rake and weed his
garden to help pay for it. I did.

He then thanked me for owning up and asked that
I be more careful next time. I think he even smiled,
now that I look back on it.

It must have been the right thing to do because
Santa did get me the Lionel train that I had so longed
for. And next year I got the red Western Flyer

bicycle.
Christmas then was also such a

happy time of the year – everyone
smiled and wished all a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year. For a
moment at least, there was “Peace on
Earth and Goodwill Towards Men.”

I didn’t understand political cor-
rectness back then. The only thing I
believed was that “Merry Christmas”
was the warmest possible greeting
that one person could give to an-
other. It was only pure good in the
intent.

Well, after all those years, I might
have broken a few other windows
since – but I always owned up. I tried
to be careful, Mr. Jones. And thank

you Santa for understanding. I still think it’s okay to
say “Merry Christmas.”

In the warmest sense, Merry Christmas everyone
– and Happy New Year!

The first time I saw Santa Claus

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
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Increase Our Recycling
After Christmas

Yes, it’s that time of year again for my
Christmas recycling letter! Please recycle
all of your Christmas paper, bags and
packaging. I urge you to remember that
there is no reason for the amount of
garbage we put out for pick up the days
after Christmas to be any more than usual.
My family creates an 18” high metal
can’s worth of garbage each week of the
year, and our Christmas week garbage
will be no different.

All of the wrapping paper that we use is
just paper; it all can and should be recycled.
Or even better, reused. All of the cardboard
gift box packaging is paper and should be
recycled. As can Christmas cards and enve-
lopes. (The card fronts can even be reused
for postcards next year!) Bring excess pack-
ing materials to the local UPS store. Re-
cycle electronic gadgets (and their parts)
that are replaced at 2019 electronic recy-
cling days. Most (I’ll admit not all) of the
plastic wrapping around gifts has the recy-
cling symbol and numbers on it, and can
and should be recycled Remember that
plastic comes from oil. Recycle our plastic
and maybe we can reduce our oil use, cost,
dependency, and carbon footprint! When
you take your Christmas tree down, there’s
no reason to wrap it in plastic baggage
before pickup – that’s only more plastic
garbage. Residents can contact me at
williamnierstedt@gmail.com if you are
uncertain as to whether or not something
can be recycled!

This year I also encourage you to re-
duce your creation of Christmas garbage
from the beginning. When someone of-
fers you a plastic bag, refuse it, and use
your reusable bags. Try to buy long last-
ing gifts rather than ones that break easily
and wind up in the garbage. Instead of
buying ‘stuff’ that friends and relatives
don’t need, try buying experiences for
them to enjoy. How much ‘stuff’ do we
all need? Donate to charities in the name
of others, or buy memberships to organi-
zations that friends/family enjoy or sup-
port. One of my favorite groups – The
National Arbor Day Foundation – will
plant trees as Christmas gifts. Buy real
Christmas trees rather than artificial. Real
trees are cut into mulch and reused, and
new trees are planted. When artificial
trees ‘die’, they are just more garbage.

In these days when we taxpayers com-
plain about high taxes, and we pay for our
garbage by weight at the incinerator, and
air and water pollution later in our health,
I urge all of us to try to remember that the
two thoughts go together. If we reduce
the amount of garbage we generate, we
pay less for it in our taxes, and we make
our earth healthier. Let’s see if we can all
increase our recycling efforts after Christ-
mas this year too.

Save a tree! Reduce air pollution! And
make it an annual habit! Merry Christmas
and Happy Holidays to all.

Bill Nierstedt,
Garwood

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Chitra – The Indian spotted hog deer
2. Hierodule – A Greek temple slave
3. Intertrigo – An eruption of the skin

produced by friction of adjacent parts
4. Tocsin – An alarm bell

ABACIST
1. One who casts accounts with a calculator
2. A tile or square in a mosaic pavement
3. One who destroys one’s sight by plac-
ing a red-hot basin close to the eyes
4. A skylight

TASSIE
1. A small cup
2. Armor for the thighs
3. Clay for making melting pots
4. Tea time

YACH
1. To boast or brag
2. To come up suddenly
3. An exclamation of despair or hopeless-
ness
4. Strong beer or ale

SPOLIATE
1. To wither or wilt
2. To trap; snare
3. To plunder or rob
4. To coil or wind round
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== Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Be prosperous and well from Mary Poppins and the staff at the Westfield
Umbrella Company., Elvis, Elf, npole@santa.com

== May sugar plumbs be dancing in your head and your grog mug always be filled., Ba, Humbug, nploe@santa.com
== We wish you a Merry Christmas And a happy New Year.…, Minnie, Mouse, minnie@mouse.com
== Have A Happy and Merry Christmas, Rudolf, Reindeer, Southpole1@gmail.com
== Wishing all the joy of the Christmas season. Remember to look for the positives instead of the negatives then

happiness will be able to find a much easier path to your house and heart. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! , Dave,
Corbin, sports@goleader.com

== Enjoy your gingerbread and goodies. Merry Christmas, Maria, Claus, msant@northpole.com
== Ho Ho Ho Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year! May All Your Dreams Come True, Jeff, Gruman,

sales@goleader.com
== To all my clients; with heartfelt thanks for your continued trust and business. Happy holidays and best wishes for the

new year. Sincerely; Faten Mahran , Faten, Mahran, Fatenmahran@comcast.net
== To all my Clients and Friends; Thank you for entrusting me with with your real estate needs. May you have a wonderful

Holiday Season and a happy; healthy and prosperous New Year!, Kathleen, Gouldey, kathy.gouldey@cbmoves.com
== Happy Holidays from The Goddard School! Wishing you a year full of fun and learning!, Tracy, Brace,

fanwoodnj@goddardschools.com
== Wishing you peace; love and laughter this Holiday Season and throughout the New Year! David and Lorena Barbosa

David Realty Group, Lorena, Barbosa, lorena@davidrealtygroup.com
== Wishing you and all the lives you share the warmest of Seasons Greetings. May the New Year bring creativity in you

life; peace in your spirit and joy in your heart. From All of Us at Kick Glass Art Studio, Donna, Slevin,
Donna@KickGlassArt.com

== Warm wishes for health and happiness this holiday season and throughout 2019; from The Kim Haley Team!, kim,
haley, kim@kimhaley.com

== The team at Patricia and Paul Artisans of Fine Oils and Balsamics wish you all the joys of the Holiday Season
throughout the New Year!, Patricia, Hanigan, Patricia@patriciaandpaul.com

== Happy holidays from your friends at Edward Jones! It has been another great year of helping our clients accomplish
the goals that are important to them. Looking forward to another great year with all of you!, Jayson, Astel,
Jayson.astel@edwardjones.com

== Best wishes during this holiday season. Season greeting from Michelle Pais and Signature Realty NJ – Westfield ,
Michelle , Pais, michelle@signaturerealtynj.com

== Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the team at Ron Bansky and Associates Allstate Agency! We look
forward to keeping you “In Good Hands” and protecting you from “Mayhem” again in 2019! We’d also like to thank
everyone who helped with our toy collection for Furniture Assist., Ron, Bansky, ronbansky@allstate.com

== Happy Holidays! Go Raiders!!, Marc, Rogoff, Lawsoot@comcast.net
== Westfield Community Players wishes to all the best of the holiday season. May the New Year continue to bring the

very best to you; your family and friends. See you at the theater., Westfield Community , Players,
info@westfieldcommunityplayers.org

== Everyone at Gilmartin and Associates; your neighborhood Ameriprise Financial office; hope your Holidays are filled
with fun and laughter; and very best wishes for a prosperous new year! , James, Gilmartin, james.j.gilmartin@ampf.com

== The end of the year brings no greater joy than the opportunity to express to you season’s greetings and good wishes.
All our best; the staff of Westfield Financial Planning, Mark, Swingle, contact@westfieldfinancialplanning.com

== With good tidings Christopher Academy wishes all Peace and Harmony in the coming year!, Elissa, Young,
eyoung@christopheracademy.com

== Did you know Joy is contagious? To spread the joy; smile with genuine joy at everyone you meet! Remember; you
get more of what you focus on. So keep your focus on good stuff! Merry Christmas and a joyous New Year!, Teri, Malone,
terimalone@optimum.net

 == Open the gift of happiness and love this Christmas. Let the spirit of love gently fill our hearts and homes as we share
them with others. May your life be filled with the blessings of Christmas and may it always be yours. Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year! Eileen Passananti; Coldwell Banker East; Westfield, Eileen, Passananti, epassananti@gmail.com

== May the Coming Year Bring the Warmth of Love and the Comforts of Home. Happy Holidays!, Jayne, Bernstein,
jayneberstein@gmail.com

== Merry Christmas; Happy Chanukah and Happy New Year; May the coming New Year be even better then the last
one from your Hearing Professional at Westfeild Hearing Aid Center., erich, golden, erichgolden@yahoo.com

== Happiest of Holidays! Wishing you a cheerful holiday filled with everything that warms your heart!, Janice, Tittel,
janice.tittel@cbmoves.com

== From all of us at Prominent Properties; May the warmth of the Holiday season fill your home with joy; peace and
good health!, William “Bill”, Hanley, william.hanley@prominentproperties.com

== Happy and Healthy Holidays and New Year. Warm regards and Thank You Hye Young Choi, Hye-Young , Choi,
Hyeyoungchoi1@gmail.com

== May you feel the peace and love of this season throughout the year. Thank you for your business and trust. Blessings
to you in 2019. Laura Brockway; Keller Williams Realty, Laura, Brockway, LauraBrockway@kw.com

== May you feel the peace and love of this season throughout the year. Thank you for your business and trust. Blessings
to you in 2019. Laura Brockway; Keller Williams Realty, Laura, Brockway, LauraBrockway@kw.com

== Wishing all a wonderful Westfield Holiday Season and a New Year filled with good health and prosperity. Cheers
to a fabulous 2019., Bernadette , Houston, Bmhouston460@gmail.com

== Wishing you a holiday filled with joy and love and a new year filled with good health and prosperity. Enjoy every
minute; you deserve it!, Francesca, Azzara, francesca.azzara@coldwellbankermoves.com

== The Contagious Drama Workshop wishes you a safe and meaningful Holiday and a New Year that surpasses your
wildest dreams! Remember; the best gift of all is the gift of presence. , Beth, Painter, contagiousdrama@yahoo.com

== Wishing all a Happy Holiday and a joyful New Year! I am so grateful to have clients like you in my life! Best wishes
from your personal computer tutor and assistant; Tara Grey of CompuTara., Tara, Grey, tara@computara.com

== SEASON GREETINGS! Wishing you a fun-filled Holiday season and best wishes for a Happy New Year!, Shari,
Schuster, shari.schuster@cbmoves.com

== Joanne Womelsdorf and all the elves at SUPERIOR INTERIORS ; wishes every client and friend a lovely holiday
season and a wonderful New Year ! We THANK YOU for your loyal patronage ; as we celebrate our 26th anniversary at
the design studio . , Joanne, Womelsdorf, jowomelsdorf@hotmail.com

== Merry Christmas; Happy Hanukkah and a healthy new year! The Barr Family, Lauren, Barr, laurenbarrwlt@gmail.com
== Wishing you a Blessed Christmas and a Happy Holiday Season-may 2019 be filled with happiness; good health and

new opportunities to thrive! The Fellowship Senior Living Team in Basking Ridge!, Nina, Updegrove,
nupdegrove@fellowshipsl.org

== Wishing all the residents of Garwood and all of our neighbors a very happy and healthy holiday season! , Mayor-
Elect Sara, Todisco , saramtodisco@gmail.com

== WISHING EVERYONE JOY and CHEER THIS HOLIDAY SEASON., FRANK, ARENA, farena46@gmail.com
== Happy Holidays and a Wonderful New Year to all our friends in Union County and beyond!! , Bette Jane, Kowalski,

bkowalski@ucnj.org
== Wish Everyone a Merry Christmas! May 2019 be A Happy; Healthy and Prosperous New Year! Let’s bring Joy to

the World!, Victor, Huwang, victorhuwang@gmail.com
== WIshing you the blessings of peace; love; hope and joy this Christmas and throughout the New Year; from your friends

at First Congregational Church., First Congregational Church, of Westfield, uccfcc@verizon.net
== Wishing everyone a Happy and Healthy Holiday season. We are all very lucky to live in a great town like Westfield.

I am looking forward to serving the residents of Westfield in 2019 and beyond. Happy New Year. Councilman Mark
LoGrippo and family, Mark, LoGrippo, mlogrippo@msn.com

== On behalf of the County of Union; we wish a Happy Holiday season and New Year’s to all of Union County’s
residents., Edward, Oatman, eoatman@ucnj.org

== Merry Christmas to my Mom, family, friends and everyone, with best wishes to all for a happy and healthy new year!,
Suzette, Stalker, community@goleader.com

== May your Holidays sparkle and shine; and may 2019 bring you Peace; Love and Happiness! Cheers; Patty O’Connor;
Weichert; Realtors Westfield, Patty, O’Connor, PattyOConnor@Weichert.com

== We hope you have a very happy holiday and wonderful New Year! See you and your pets in 2019! ~ The Staff of
Westfield Animal Hospital, Christina, McKee, cmckee@trinitymediaconsulting.com

== 2018 Wrapping up another dramatic year around this area; so many issues; projects; events; births; deaths; marriages.
Love the far away places picturing the Leader as visiting. Thanks to the Westfield Leader and its employees; owners and
editor for reporting on all this. Happy holidays and merry Chriskwanzakah. Kris and Bruce P in Garwood., Bruce, Paterson,
araceengineering@aol.com

== Happy holidays and warm wishes for a new year filled with peace and happiness. All the best from Senator Tom Kean;
Jr., Thomas, Kean , senkean@njleg.org

== From your friends at American United Mortgage; Happy Holidays to you and your family; stay well! , Joe, Farella,
joe@americanunited.com

== From all of us at American United Mortgage; Happy Holidays to you and your family. Stay well! Joe Farella;
joe@americanunited.com, Joe, Farella, joe@americanunited.com

== Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our friends; family; and clients. Wishing everyone a safe; healthy; and
prosperous new year. From Galaxy Building Contractors , James, Peterson, jim@galaxybuilding.com

== The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders wishes its residents a holiday season filled with peace; health and
love. May 2019 be prosperous and filled with joy and happiness. Happy Holidays! Boas Festas! ¡Felices Fiestas! Sergio
Granados; Chairman Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders, Granados, Sergio, sgranados@ucnj.org

== Merry Christmas from the Ward Family! James; John; Ethan and Sophia , James, Ward, santa@northpole.com
== Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all! From our family at Vine Ripe Markets to yours; let this New Year be

one that is filled with joy; health and prosperity., Frank, Bruno, VineRipeMarkets@gmail.com
== Health and happiness to all . from all of us at Johns Meat Market, Vincent, losavio, primemeat02@aol.com
== I wish all of our readers a holiday filled with love; peace; happiness and warmth., Christina, Hinke,

christinahinke@gmail.com
== From our family to yours...We wish you a Very Happy; Healthy and Safe Holiday Season filled with SMILES and

joy! Happy New Year from Stanley Gersch; Scott Gersch and the entire Team at Gersch Orthodontics., Scott, Gersch,
DrG@GerschOrtho.com

== May the joys of the holidays fill your home all through the year! Happy New Year ! Denise Maran; Broker/Sales
Associate; Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices NJ Properties; Westfield Office. , Denise, Maran, denise.maran@bhhsnj.com

== The Best of Holiday Wishes to all; and to all a Happy New Year!!!Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, Colleen, Mahr,
mayor@fanwoodnj.org

== Wishing you a joyous holiday and a New Year filled with Peace and Happiness. TheIsoldiCollection.com, Frank D.
, Isoldi, frankisoldi@gmail.com

== Wishing a wonderful and joyous holiday season to everyone; and hoping for a prosperous and happy New Year for
all!, Union County Freeholder Bruce, Bergen, bbergen@ucnj.org

== Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! From The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.,
Linnette, Cierpial, lcierpial@westfieldpc.org

== Dear Friends; Season’s Greetings from Mountainside! We would like to extend our warmest holiday greetings to you.
May the spirit of the season be with you and your loved ones. We wish you a very Happy and Healthy 2019! Happy
Hanukkah; Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli; Council Members Keith Turner;
Glenn Mortimer; Robert Messler; Deanna Andre; Rene Dierkes and Rachel Pater. , Mayor Paul, Mirabelli ,
pmirabelli@mountainside-nj.com

== In Warm appreciation I wish you Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year to you and your family May Peace;Joy;and
Prosperity follow you into the New Year Kathy Shea Coldwell Banker -East Westfield , Kathy, Shea, kathyshea@aol.com

== Wishing you and yours a wonderful holiday season and a prosperous; healthy and exciting 2019!!! Thank you for
making my first year on the Council so rewarding!! It is a pleasure serving you. Councilwoman Linda HabgThe Law Offices
of Lisa M. Black; LLC wishes you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 2019. , Lisa, Black,
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.comood, Linda, Habgood, lshabgood@delphosinternational.com

== The Law Offices of Lisa M. Black; LLC wishes you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 2019. , Lisa,
Black, lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

== Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Coldwell Banker Westfield East Office!
lorraine.sklodowsky@cbmoves.com

Whose birthday
is it, anyway?

It's not who comes down the chimney,
but who came down from heaven.

Family Investors Company
265 South Avenue • Fanwood, New Jersey 07023 • (908) 322-1800

Member FINRA & SIPC

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•
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– Obituaries –

Fortunate J. Salerno

Fortunate Salerno, 91, of Fanwood
Navy Veteran, Newspaperman

Fortunate “Forty” J. Salerno, 91,
passed away quietly at home on Tues-
day, December 11, surrounded by fam-
ily. Mr. Salerno lived most
of his life in Fanwood.

Born and raised in
Roselle Park, he was the
son of Anthony Salerno,
an Italian immigrant, and
Julia Grady, of
Caherdaniel, Ireland. Mr.
Salerno parted ways with
public schooling at a young
age and worked at a gas
station on Cherry Street in
Elizabeth, generally seek-
ing to avoid local law en-
forcement until he was 17, when he
enlisted in the United States Navy.

He served from 1944-1946 aboard
the U.S.S. Tate, an attack cargo ship in
the Pacific Theater, and was honor-
ably discharged as a Seaman 1st Class.
A shell-catcher and commissaryman
aboard the Tate, he traveled across the
world, fighting in the Battle of Okinawa
and the liberation of the Philippines.

On returning home, he was hired
by Raritan Periodical Service (RPS),
and worked for more than 40 years as
a driver and foreman. He was well
known along his routes, throughout
Union, Middlesex and Somerset
counties, where RPS delivered news-
papers, magazines and books. Mr.
Salerno was also an active member

and strong supporter of the Newspa-
per and Mail Deliverers Union.

Mr. Salerno was predeceased by
his beloved wife of 47
years, Peggy; his brother,
John, and sister, Julia
Infantino. He is survived
by a sister, Rita Fiedler, in
West Palm Beach, Fla. He
was immensely proud to
be “Uncle Forty” to his
nieces and nephews, the
late Gary Fiedler, Jeffrey,
John, Marc and Buddy
Fiedler and Christine
O’Connor, Gail Panichi
and Barbara Bruce. He is

survived by two sons, John, of Cran-
ford, and Paul, of Piscataway; his
daughters-in-law, Vicky Salerno and
Melony Salerno; three grandchildren,
Julia, Noah and Tommy, and a host of
grandnieces and nephews, including
Carly Poggio. He is also survived by
his dear friends Carol Zecchino and
Ruth Huck, of Piscataway.

An agnostic, he requested that only
a private family remembrance be held.

Mr. Salerno read a newspaper from
end to end each day until the very end
of his life, paying particular attention
to the legal notices. In remembrance
of Fortunate Salerno, his family asks
that you subscribe to and support your
local newspaper and read it regularly.

December 20, 2018

*The Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) shown are accurate as of publication date and are subject to change at any time. This is a limited time offer and may be discontinued without prior notice. The minimum balance to open and obtain 
the “APY“ on these CDs is $500.  A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal.  Additional CD terms are available. Fees may reduce earnings. †Advantage Plus Checking is a non-interest bearing checking account with a daily minimum 
balance requirement of $500.The minimum to open this account is $0.01. If the account balance falls below the $500 minimum at any time, a monthly service charge of $9.00 is charged.  Consumers under the age of 23 are not subject to 

When you also open a new Advantage Plus 

^

EXCLUSIVE CD OFFERS 

PARKING IS ON US!^^

APY *3.00%
with new Advantage Plus Checking Account†

APY *2.75%
without Advantage Plus Checking Account

ColumbiaBankOnline.com

MILESTONE ANNIVERSARY...Westfield’s Fairview Cemetery observed its
150th anniversary this year. Top, 150th Anniversary Banner; 150th Commemo-
ration Program; bottom, State Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Fairview Cemetery Board
of Trustees President William Shepherd and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick at
Fairview Re-dedication ceremony; Mayor Shelley Brindle and Mr. Shepherd at
Fairview 150th Commemoration Event.

Ailish Campanile, 16
Student at Westfield High School

Our angel, Ailish Campanile, 16,
of Westfield, N.J., went to heaven
peacefully on Saturday, December
15, 2018. She passed with the love
and support of her fam-
ily. She will always re-
main in the hearts of her
Mom (Liz Campanile),
Dad (Victor Campanile)
and brother (Liam Cam-
panile), along with her
large, loving family and
friends.

Ailish was larger than
life and full of love and
joy. Though she fought
through count less
medical issues she al-
ways had a smile on her
face. She lived every
minute of her life to the fullest.
She was an avid learner and con-
stantly worked on expanding her
mind and fighting for causes she
believed in. She loved attending
Westfield High School and being
part of promoting education for
girls around the world as part of
Girls Learn International. She was
a member of the Rare Disease Club
and ASL Club. She loved binge
watching “Friends,” “Brooklyn
Nine-Nine” and couldn’t wait for
the next season of “Stranger
Things.” She enjoyed listening to
music, exploring new places and
visiting historical houses around
the northeast. Her favorite books
were “To Kill A Mockingbird,”
“The Outsiders” and “Animal
Farm.” She watched Elf many,
many times. She volunteered her
time at Summit Animal Rescue

Association, where she helped fos-
ter rescue cats.

The Campanile family would like
to thank so many people for going

above and beyond —
our families, friends,
community, Westfield
School System, doc-
tors, nurses and thera-
pists. You all gave her
so much joy and
friendship and we can
never thank you
enough for that.

Visitation was at
Dooley Colonial Fu-
neral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue,
Westfield. A Funeral
Mass will be held to-

day, Thursday, December 20, at 9:15
a.m., at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Interment will follow at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Ailish was always true to herself
and a free spirit, so please come as
you are; no need for formality. If
you knew her, you knew that she
loved a good silly tee shirt.

In lieu of flowers, please feel
free to donate to either Girls Learn
International, c/o Westfield High
School, attention Hilary Haskell,
550 Dorian Road, Westfield, N.J.
07090, or Summit Animal Rescue
Association, c/o Julia Melton, 262
Myrtle Avenue, Garwood, N.J.
07027 or sararescue.com. Better
yet, adopt a pet in her name. To
sign the online guestbook, visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

December 20, 2018 Donald F. Reeves, Sr., 77, Family Man;
Had Long Career In Business Mgt.

Donald F. Reeves, Sr., 77, passed
away on Wednesday, December 12,
2018, at Center for Hope Hospice in
Scotch Plains. Born in Newark to
Eileen and Frederick Reeves, he had
lived in Westfield before moving to
Scotch Plains in 1984.

Don was a graduate of NJIT (for-
merly NCE), class of 1962. His busi-
ness management career spanned over
four decades with various companies
including J&J, Ingersoll Rand, Airco,
Givaudan Pharmacia and, lastly,
Morgan Stanley, from which he re-
tired in 2007.

Donald is survived by his loving
wife, Anne; three sons, Donald Jr.,
Andrew J. and his wife, Kimberly, and
Kevin Walsh and his wife, Susan; five
grandchildren, Michael Patrick,
Michal Paul, Kaitlyn Nicole, Samantha
Anne and Ava Grace; his brother, Rob-

ert, and his wife, Irene Elizabeth; and
a sister-in-law and brother-in-law,
Grace and Timothy Kerrigan.

He was predeceased by two chil-
dren, Michael John Reeves and Jeanne
Marie Walsh.

Don will always be remembered as
a wonderful husband, Dad, brother,
and PopPop, as well as a great man to
all his many friends. He will be missed!

Visitation took place at Dooley Co-
lonial Funeral Home, 556 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield, on Sunday, De-
cember 16. A Funeral Mass was held
on Monday, December 17, at the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Roman Catho-
lic Church in Scotch Plains. In lieu of
flowers, donations may be made to the
Michael J. Fox Foundation for
Parkinson’s Research, P.O. Box 5014,
Hagerstown, MD 21741.

December 20, 2018

Ailish Campanile

Henry Francis Myers, III, 89, Was
Journalist and Family Man

Henry Francis Myers, III, age 89,
passed away in Williamsburg, Va., on
December 15, 2018. The devoted
husband for 65 years of Martha
Bodine Myers, he was a loving father
to three children, Wendy (married to
Vaughan Jones), Henry (married to
Susan Myers) and Marc
(married to Beth Myers).
He was preceded in death
by his son Marc, who died
on November 15, 2018.
He is survived by five
grandchildren, two step-
grandchildren, two great-
grandchildren and five
step-great-grandchildren.
His brother, John Barry
Myers, and sister, Eliza-
beth Myers Lewis, live in
the Lancaster, Pa., area.

Henry was born on
May 27, 1929 to Henry F. Myers, Jr.
and Alice Barry Myers and grew up
in Lancaster, Pa. He graduated from
The Phillips Exeter Academy,
Princeton University (BA in His-
tory, 1951) and the University of
Maryland (MA in Economics,
1957). Henry spent his career dedi-
cated to journalism and was known
for his dry sense of humor, keen
eye, editing skills, rapid turnaround
time and voluminous output. His
first job was at the Lancaster New
Era as a reporter and wire editor.
He was later employed by The Wall
Street Journal, where he worked in
various roles spanning a 40-year
career: Make-up Editor, National
Copy Desk, Page One Editor, and

Columnist (“Outlook” column).
Henry and Martha raised their three

children in Westfield, N.J. Henry was
a member of the YMCA, Holy Trinity
Catholic Church, the Westfield Ten-
nis Club, Highland Swim Club and
Echo Lake Country Club. He was an

active volunteer with Boy
Scout Troop 172 at The
Presbyterian Church, where
both of his sons earned the
rank of Eagle Scout. He was
a family man who enjoyed
swimming, golf, hiking, ten-
nis, camping, traveling and
reading many newspapers.
He was very involved with
his children. He was also a
handyman who built addi-
tions to his homes.

In 1998, Henry and
Martha moved to

Williamsburg, Va., recently residing
at The Williamsburg Landing. Henry
was an active member of the Chris-
topher Wren Association and enjoyed
participating in the many events and
courses at the College of William
and Mary.

A reception to celebrate Henry’s
life was held at The Williamsburg
Landing on Tuesday, December 18. A
family funeral mass and burial will be
held in Lancaster, Pa., in the spring.

In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made to the Williamsburg Heri-
tage Humane Society (https://
heritagehumane.org/ or The
Williamsburg Landing Benevolent
Fund.

December 20, 2018

Mary Jane Booth, 89
May 22, 1929 - December 2, 2018

Mary Jane Booth, 89, of New
Smyrna Beach, Fla., passed away
on Sunday, December 2, 2018.
Mrs. Booth was a longtime resi-
dent of Westfield (1965-1987).
While  rais ing her  family in
Westfield, she was a member of
Holy Trinity Catholic Church, was
active in the Westfield school sys-
tem and public library, and par-
ticipated in various community
and sports activities. Mary Jane
enjoyed gardening and spending
time with her family. She was pre-
ceded in death by her husband,
Clifford A. Booth, in 2010, and a
son, Steven Marc Booth, in 1991.
Mary Jane is survived by three
sons, Christopher A. Booth of
Moore Haven, Fla., J. Michael

Booth of Hamilton, N.J., and
Clifford A.  Booth,  J r.  of
Edgewater, Fla., and three daugh-
ters, Karen A. Booth of Tucson,
Ariz., and Susan M. Booth and
Jacki M. Booth, both of New
Smyrna Beach, Fla. Mrs. Booth
has four granddaughters and five
great-grandchildren. A private cre-
mains burial was held on Monday,
December 10, 2018, at Sea Pines
Memorial Gardens, Edgewater,
Fla. Memorial donations may be
made to the Southeast Volusia Hu-
mane Society, 1200 S. Glencoe
Road, New Smyrna Beach, FL
32168 or St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. Jude
Place, Memphis, TN 38105.

December 20, 2018

Henry F. Myers, III
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Calvary Lutheran Welcomes
All to Christmas Services

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church invites the com-
munity to join the congregation in
celebrating the birth of Jesus. Three
different worship opportunities will
be available on Christmas Eve, Mon-
day, December 24, as well as wor-
ship on Christmas Day, Tuesday,
December 25.

The Children’s Christmas Eve Ser-
vice begins at 5 p.m. This is a joy-
filled, simple service where children
will hear the story of Christ’s birth and
sing favorite carols. Worship is infor-
mal and usually lasts 30 to 45 minutes.

Calvary’s Family Christmas Eve
Service begins at 7 p.m. The youth
will tell the Christmas Story at this
service, which also will feature car-
ols and Holy Communion. This ser-
vice usually lasts for an hour.

The Christmas Eve Festival Candle-
light Service starts at 10 p.m. This
service is both a time of celebration
and reflection, as participants joyfully
anticipate the birth of the Christ child.
Holy Communion will be served. The
service usually lasts for an hour.

On Christmas Day, Calvary will
hold a 10:15 a.m. service to wel-
come the Son of God, who “became
flesh and lived among us, and we
have seen his glory.... full of grace
and truth” (John 1:14).

Calvary Lutheran Church offers

worship every Sunday, at 10:15 a.m.,
in the sanctuary. All are welcome,
no matter where they are on their
faith journey or in their relationship
with God.

Calvary is located at 108 Eastman
Street, Cranford. For more infor-
mation about the congregation, call
the church office at (908) 276-2418
or go to calvarycranford.com.

Hist. Soc. Volunteers
Wrapping at L&T

WESTFIELD — Volunteers from
the Westfield Historical Society are
available to wrap packages for
shoppers at Lord & Taylor in
Westfield in exchange for a mini-
mal donation to support the His-
torical Society.

The Historical Society volunteers
are stationed near the Kiehl’s counter
in the store and will wrap packages
this Saturday, Sunday and Monday,
December 22, 23 and 24, between
10 a.m. and 6 p.m. Lord & Taylor is
located at 609 North Avenue West.

The Westfield Historical Society,
a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization,
is celebrating its 50th anniversary
this year. For information on the
Historical Society and its events, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and
like the organization on Facebook.

Garwood Reveals Activities
On Tap For Early January

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has posted its cal-
endar of events for the first half of
January, as well as offerings taking
place throughout the month. Addi-
tional activities will be announced
for the second half of January. The
library will be closed on Tuesday,
January 1, for New Year’s Day and
Monday, January 21, in honor of
Martin Luther King Day.

The Knitting Club meets on Mon-
days and Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
No registration is required. Partici-
pants can learn how to knit or show
others how it is done while enjoying
conversation. Needles and yarn are
provided to newcomers.

Kid’s Chess, an informal chess
game for children of all ages, is of-
fered on Mondays at 3 p.m. No regis-
tration is required and there is a limit
of 12. This is a non-instructional pro-
gram. Six boards are provided.

The Thursday Night Book Club
will meet January 3 at 7 p.m. No
registration is required. Interested
persons should check with the li-
brary for its latest book selection
by calling (908) 789-1670.

Toddler Story Time, for new-
borns to age 4, will be presented on
Wednesdays, at 10:30 a.m., start-
ing January 9. No registration is
required. This program features

stories, songs, bubbles and more.
The Pipsqueak Players will visit
Storytime on January 16.

Additionally on January 9, at 3
p.m., Maureen Coultas from Hope’s
Promise (a therapeutic horse farm)
will tell the story of “Chief” and how
he became a therapeutic riding horse.
She also will explain how riding and
working with horses can help indi-
viduals on many levels, including
physically and emotionally. She will
be accompanied by a miniature
therapy horse for children to meet
and photograph. Registration is re-
quired and limited to 25.

The Library Board of Trustees
meeting also is scheduled for Janu-
ary 9, at 8 p.m., and is open to the
public.

Lego will be available on Thurs-
days, January 10 and 24, at 3 p.m.
This activity is open to children
ages 4 through 12 and is limited to
15. Youngsters may build what-
ever comes to mind. Some Lego
creations will be displayed in the
library showcase. Registration is
required.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. For
more information and to register
for programs, call (908) 789-1670.
Further information also is avail-
able at youseemore.com/garwood.

HAPPY HANUKKAH...The Pre-K class of the Temple Sha’arey Shalom Pre-
school was dressed as Maccabees for a Hanukkah party on December 4. The 4-
year-olds told the Hanukkah story to the entire school and their parents. Pictured
are Rupin Nair, Brady Mongon, Jordyn Zucker, Giovanni Cocuzza, Antonia
Sosa, Rayyan Shanawani, Cami Goldfarb, Mia Hand and Emmanuel Harper.
Located in Springfield, Temple Sha’arey Shalom includes congregants from
Westfield, Cranford and other communities in Union and Essex Counties.

HOST OF ANGELS...The annual children’s Christmas Eve Pageant, featuring an
original script and a full cast of youth of all ages, is a popular tradition at the First
Congregational Church, located at 125 Elmer Street, Westfield.

FCC Invites Community
To Celebrate Christmas

WESTFIELD – The First Con-
gregational Church invites visitors
to celebrate Christmas week at any
of its holiday worship celebrations
in the sanctuary at 125 Elmer Street,
Westfield.

Christmas Eve services on Mon-
day, December 24, will begin with
the annual children’s pageant at 5
p.m. At 10 p.m., there will be a
traditional candlelight service of
scripture, song and story.

Christmas morning will be cel-
ebrated on Tuesday, December 25,
with a 10 a.m. worship service. A
family-style worship celebration on
Sunday, December 30, at 10 a.m.,

will feature scripture readings, an
old-fashioned carol sing and “Ask
the Minister,” a popular feature
where the congregation is invited to
pose questions directly to the clergy.

First Congregational Church, a
member of the United Church of
Christ, welcomes people of every
race, gender, marital status, sexual
orientation, physical or psychologi-
cal ability and theological tradi-
tion. The sanctuary is accessible
by a wheelchair ramp and offers a
“hearing loop” for the hearing im-
paired. For additional information,
call  (908) 233-2494 or visit
fccofwestfield.org.

Meg Wastie

Crossword Puzzle History
To Be Luncheon Topic

WESTFIELD — As part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series, Meg
Wastie will speak on “The History of
Crossword Puzzles” on
January 2, 2019. The
event will begin with
check-in at 11:45 a.m.
at the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club, located at 515
Springfield Avenue,
Westfield.

Ms. Wastie has re-
searched crossword
puzzles and discusses
the history and lore of
one of America’s favor-
ite pastimes. She cur-
rently is the program
consultant for the
Westfield Historical So-
ciety, where she works
on developing and presenting educa-
tional history programs for Westfield
and the surrounding community.

A graduate of Westfield High
School, Ms. Wastie is a former cura-
tor of the Museum of Early Trades
and Crafts in Madison, N.J. She also
holds Master of Arts degrees in Mu-
seum Professions from Seton Hall
University and Student Personnel
Services from Kean University, and
a Bachelor of Science in Secondary
Education from Monmouth Univer-
sity. Ms. Wastie has 15 years of ex-
perience in museum education and
32 years of teaching high-school En-
glish. She currently resides in Bask-
ing Ridge.

Those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon may make a reservation by e-

mail to
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
or by calling (908) 654-1794 before
11 a.m. on Friday, December 28.

Attendees are asked to
advise if there are spe-
cial dietary needs. The
luncheon fee is $35 for
Westfield Historical So-
ciety members and $40
for non-members and in-
cludes a three-course
meal, coffee/tea and gra-
tuity. The luncheon fee
should be paid in ad-
vance (check payable to
Westfield Historical So-
ciety) by mailing to
Westfield Historical So-
ciety, P.O. Box 613,
Westfield, N.J. 07091,
or online at

westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/regis-
tration/. Payments should be received
by the Friday prior to the luncheon.
Westfield Historical Society mem-
berships also will be available at the
luncheon.

The Westfield Historical Society is
celebrating its 50th anniversary this
year. Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-
profit Westfield Historical Society
has worked to preserve, interpret and
encourage interest in history,
Westfield and its residents through
educational efforts and community
outreach programs.

For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society and its
events, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and
like the organization on Facebook.

Rabbi Lila Kagedan
To Visit Synagogue

WESTFIELD — Members of the
community are invited to join Rabbi
Lila Kagedan, the first female rabbi
hired by an Orthodox synagogue, for a
special evening on Sunday, January
13, at 7:30 p.m., at Temple Emanu-El.

Rabbi Kagedan will speak about
her personal journey to the rabbin-
ate, as well as the halachic basis
supporting women in the rabbinate.
The program will be a combination
of text, personal narrative and ques-
tions and answers.

Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street, Westfield. For more
information, go to tewnj.org/rabbi-
lila-kagedan.

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad:
Safety During the Holidays

SCOTCH PLAINS — Decorating
for the holidays can be a lot of fun and
something many of us look forward
to doing every year. After all, how
often can you have a real live tree in
your house?

Besides the Christmas tree, some of
us also fill our homes with poinsettia
plants, mistletoe and holiday candles.
The bright red leaves of the plants, the
red and white berries of the mistletoe
(not to mention the kissing underneath),
and the sparkle of the flames make the
season even more festive.

However, you do need to take
some precautions with these holi-
day decorations. Many of us have
experienced the trouble that pets
and children can get into with the
Christmas tree and those oh-so-
tempting ornaments. But, it’s some
of the other items that you really
have to worry about.

Poinsettia plants and mistletoe are
somewhat toxic to humans and ani-
mals if ingested and should be kept
out of reach. If you absolutely have to
have them, think about buying the
silk versions.

Ribbons used to wrap presents can
also be dangerous for pets. Some like
to eat them, and if they get stuck in
their digestive tracts, they can cause
great harm and even death.

Also be wary of burning real holi-
day candles. These can sear little fin-
gers or paws if played with, and even
worse, can be knocked over and start a
fire. There are many “fake” candles
available that look so authentic that
you don’t even need the real thing
anymore. It doesn’t matter if these
LED versions get too close to curtains
or other flammable materials or if
they’re left unattended. And speaking
of fire dangers, make sure your tree
stays well hydrated and remember to

turn off the strings of lights when you
leave the house or go to bed.

Furthermore, while many of us like
to display those whimsical nutcrack-
ers, you might want to keep the nuts
themselves out of sight. Not only can
children choke on them, but for those
who are allergic, they may also have a
reaction if they so much as touch them.

Make the upcoming holidays safe
and happy. With a few precautions,
your home can reflect the spirit and
joy of the season.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is
a volunteer organization of Neighbors
Helping Neighbors. With over 90 vol-
unteers, we answer emergency calls
not only in Scotch Plains but in sur-
rounding towns as well when needed.
Besides answering calls, you will see
our ambulances at many special events
held in town, such as Scotch Plains
Day, the Memorial Day Parade, high
school football games, and the sum-
mer concerts on the Village Green. We
are also available to provide demon-
strations for Boy and Girl Scout troops,
clubs, and any other group that may be
interested in what we do. In addition,
we lend out wheelchairs, crutches,
canes and other assorted medical
equipment free of charge. Our Auxil-
iary Group holds fundraisers and pro-
vides other much needed support for
our members. Please reach out to us if
there is something we can do for you,
or if you would like to become a part of
our organization: (908) 322-2103 for
non-emergencies or
scotchplainsrescuesquad@gmail.com.

***
Contributing Author: Susan

Baldani, a life member of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. ©2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.

Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Blood Pressure Clinic
Set at Library Jan. 8
SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-

ship nurse will be available at the
Scotch Plains Public Library for blood
pressure checks on Tuesday, January
8, from 10 a.m. until noon. No regis-
tration is required.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

goleader.com/subscribe
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Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

Blue Devils, Indians, Cougars Strong in UC Wrestling by David B. Corbin
Story/photos at goleader.com

Ballyhoo Sports

Sebastian Iakouchevitch (195/220) ALJ AJ Bencivenga (145) Cranford Cougars

Rob Schork (220) Cranford CougarsPat Phillips (113) Brearley BearsAlex Dorce (160) Linden Tigers Rhise Royster (145) Rahway Indians

Mark Montgomery (132) Park Panthers CJ Composto (126) Westfield Blue DevilsLuke Hoerle (120) Westfield Blue Devils

Ed Hummel (126) Park Panthers Jack Hedges (195) Summit Hilltoppers

Joe Delia (182) New Prov Pioneers

Westfield, Rahway and Cranford
appear to have the most complete
experienced lineups. But Linden also
has one of its most experienced
squads. Roselle Park graduated a host
of wrestlers from its banner year but
the young Panthers are still “the Pan-
thers”. (As always, several wrestlers
may drop a class come tournament
time)

Westfield Blue Devils:
The Blue Devils have several very

experienced juniors, especially, in the
lower portion of the lineup and a
tough foursome in the upper weights.
This could be a banner season for the
Blue Devils.

“This is a really good team! We are
excited about what we have in the
room. We felt really good about the
way our year ended last year then
these kids just put in an awesome off-
season. Expectations are high.,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz ex-
pressed.

CJ Composto (jr — 126): 1st UCT,
1st district, 1st region, 5th NJSIAA,
finish 39-3 at 106-lbs. Packed on beef
and grew.

Luke Hoerle (jr — 120): 1st UCT,
1st district, 1st region, finish 36-5 at
113-lbs

Jeremy Silber (jr — 132): 3rd
UCT, finished 20-13

Tim Miller ( sr — 182): 3rd dis-
trict, finish 20-11 at 170, packed on
muscle

Brendan Loder (sr — 195): 3rd
district, finished 20-21

Look out for Luke Scanlon (jr —
160), Quinn Gimblette (jr — 113),
Jordan Simpson (sr — 170) and Luke
Jacobs (fr — 106)

Roselle Park Panthers:
The Panthers under Head Coach

Ryan Rooney attained their 1,000th
team victory — one of only four
schools in the nation — last year with
a team packed full of talented seniors.

Coach Rooney said, “Last year was
a special year. Being one of four teams
in the country is an amazing accom-
plishment. We had a great group of
seniors and they were instrumental in
the wins for football, wrestling, across
the board. This year we have a lot of

new faces, a lot of young guys step-
ping up, some freshmen, some guys
who are excited to take the reins. But
we are inexperienced, so we are ex-
pecting to learn on the job. It’s going
to be some growing pains but it’s a
group of coachable kids and I have
faith in them.”

Elvin Guerrero (sr — 152): 2nd
UCT, 2nd district, finish 34-10

Ed Hummel (so — 126): Was stuck
behind three state qualifiers last year
but is indeed full of dynamite

Gabe Leo (sr — 113): 3rd UCT,
3rd district, 3rd region, finish 40-10

Mark Montgomery (sr — 132): 1

UCT, 1 district, 4 region, finish 42-5
Cranford Cougars:

Despite graduating a stellar senior
class, the Cougars stunned them all
last year by nipping the Panthers by
just two points to claim their fourth
straight UCT crown. The Cougars
return a host of experienced wrestlers
and expect success.

“We are keeping the bar high, We
have a lot of seniors in the room this
year and looking forward to a good
year for them,” Coach Gorman said.

Rob Schork (sr — 220): 1 UCT, 3
district, 2 region, finish 25-9. Will
miss several early-season bouts

AJ Bencivenga (sr — 145): 3 UCT,
3 district, 3 region, won 3 at AC,
finish 33-9

Conor Halpin (sr — 138): 2 UCT,
injured last half year

Ky’ell Roper (sr — 152): 3 dis-
trict, finished 18-13

Jimmy Gluck (so — 126): 4 UCT
at 106, put on size, height

Dean Smith (sr — 132): 3 UCT
Watch out for Zach Blevins (sr —

195), Will Fernandez (jr — 113), Pat
Kalnins (jr — 120):
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders:

The Raiders graduated a very large

COHEN WINS 500, 50; LONDON, TRENERY LEAD SWEEPS

Raiders Overwhelm Chatham
In Boys Swim Clash, 113-57

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dominance across the board with
the exception of one event catapulted
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys swim team to a 113-57
triumph over the Chatham Cougars at
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y’ on
December 12. The Raider boys, spear-
headed by seniors Josh Cohen and
Alan Shao, who each won two indi-
vidual events and were on two win-
ning relays, placed first in 10 of the 11
events, including all three relays.

“The boys swam really, really well
today. It was the first time we really
had been able to throw all of our guys
into their four events. Chatham is a
good team to do that against,” Raider
Head Coach Jess Hulnik said.

Cohen’s performance in the 500-

freestyle was of a “no contest” nature
when he out-touched his nearest com-
petitor by more than 34 seconds.
Cohen exhibited his power stroke to
touch the wall in 4:39.49 ahead of
Chatham’s Kyle Beebe, who touched
in 5:14.01. Raiders Owen Ferrone at
5:27.77 and Ethan Morrobel at
5:48.10 placed 4-5.

“I swam the 500-freestyle. That’s
one of my staple events. I think I went
really fast today and I put up a good
show for the crowd. I have a pretty set
pace when I practice. I keep it consis-
tent with my strokes per lap, my kick
and my underwaters. That way I can
keep a certain time per 50 [yards] and
make sure I can stay with it the whole
race and nobody catches me,” Cohen
described.

Although he does not normally com-

pete in the event, Cohen won the 50-
free in 22.51, while teammates Matt
London at 23.34 and Dan Donaldson
at 23.87 finished 3-4 in the event that
the Raiders won 11-5.

“I swam the 50-free. I went 22.5. It
was a good swim. I normally do the
200-freestyle but we changed it up
today because we knew what Chatham
is capable of and we wanted to make
sure that we got some good wins in,”
Cohen explained.

Since he is the Union County record
holder in both the 500-free and 200-
free, and placed second in the 200-
free and third in the 500-free at the
Meet of Champions, the bar this year
is even higher for Cohen.

“I’m coming into this year really
excited. I had a great summer for club

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David Vill (132) GL Highlanders
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10Westfield/SPF Raider

Wrestling Note:
The Westfield/Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School wrestling
showdown to be held tomorrow,
Friday, December 21, at 7 p.m.
previously known as the Annual
Pin Cancer match has a new cause
this year. All proceeds from the
match will go to The Wounded
Warriors Foundation. Please attend
this worthy cause.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BREEZING THROUGH THE 500-FREESTYLE...Raider senior Josh Cohen breezes his way to victory in the 500-freestyle
during the meet with the Chatham Cougars on December 12. The Raider boys overwhelmed Chatham, 113-57.

To One and All! Have a Very,
Very Merry Christmas!

COLDWELL BANKER Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555

Sales Associate
Cell: 908-347-3483
www.NJTopHomes.com

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

TRANSCEND THE ORDINARY

Call today for the lifestyle you deserve ... This home won’t last long at $825,000!
Call Faith to schedule your private tour or visit www.NJTopHomes.com for a Virtual Tour!

220 North Euclid Avenue, Westfield
Stunning Craftsman Colonial - Winner of architectural Great American Home Award with high ceilings, French
Doors, wide staircases, beautiful chestnut woodwork, box beamed ceilings, in-laid hardwood floors, window
seats, & stained glass windows… This authentic 5 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath is an architectural masterpiece, rich in
detail and with a floor plan that is great for entertaining. Boasting a sixteen year old 2 story addition that
remained true to the original architecture, and includes a 1st floor Family Room open to an enormous kitchen
with Canadian Birch Cabinetry with glass fronts & knobs and granite countertops. The Kitchen & Family
Room areas lead to screened in porch that looks as though it has always been there. The 2nd Floor offers an
extensive Master Suite with 2 Walk-in closets, a Laundry Room, Sitting Room and bedroom with vaulted
ceiling and a Juliette Balcony overlooking the picturesque 200’ deep lot. Circa 1917, 220 North Euclid is built
to last with classic beauty. The current Homeowner, paid homage to the vintage details of this stunning
property & installed high-end Rejuvenation fixtures throughout. A BRAND NEW 2 car garage and paver patio
are in the process of being completed now. With a view of Mindowaskin Park and the proximity to Downtown
Westfield & NYC Train Station, the LOCATION = PERFECTION! You can own a piece of Westfield’s History.
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senior class, including standout state
runner-up Sam Wustefeld. This sea-
son, the Raiders have lots of numbers
(72) but little experience.

“Our roster is holding 72 guys. We
have to split the room but it’s kids
from all different sports, all different
backgrounds working hard to get bet-
ter,” Head Coach Marc Fabiano said.

Alex Oslislo (sr — 182): Four-
year varsity wrestler.

Zach Zimmerman (sr — 195):
Huge improvement toward end of
season

Brandon Bowles (so — 113):
Transfer from Bound Brook

Ed Smith (sr — 220): Region quali-
fier at 195 sophomore season, fin-
ished 21-17

Brearley Bears:
The Bears have a very young squad

but, if needed, can fill all the slots.
Head Coach
Dave Nichols
said, “We have a
young team. We
only have two
seniors, a lot of
freshmen, a lot of
sophomores. I
am expecting a
lot of the sopho-

mores to really step it up. They put in
the time in the off-season to figure out
that they want to succeed at wrestling.
We have a lot of green freshmen and
we are just teaching them the way for
the future.”

Patrick Phillips (so — 113): 2
UCT, 2 district, finish 36-8

Nick Stampoulis (so — 132): 3
district, added muscle this season

A. L. Johnson Crusaders:
The Crusaders have more wrestlers

in the room this season but may have
one or two open slots.

“We have 20
kids out. Our
numbers are
much improved
from last year.
We did lose two
studs, Chris
Fuschetto, a state
qualifier, county
champ, district
champ, and Tyler Bohm. This year we
have Sebastian [Iakouchevitch] at 195
or 220. We only have one senior and
he’s our senior,” Head Coach Mike
Siter said. “We have a lot of youth and
that’s what we are looking for in the
future to build the program. Only
losing one senior, we are going to
have all these kids back.”

Sebastian Iakouchevitch (sr —
195/220): 1 UCT, 1 district, 3 region,
finish 31-4 at 182
Governor Livingston Highlanders:

The Highlanders have a young
squad and can fill all the weight classes
with a mixture of experience.

Head Coach Rick Ortega said, “We
are pretty young. This is a year that we

knew we were
going to be a little
thin. We just
started our
middle school
for the first year
since they shut it
down about
seven, eight
years ago.”

Harrison Kelly (jr — 126): Coach
selection

David Vill (sr — 132): 4 UCT, 2
district, finish 36-10

“We are anchored by seniors David
Vill, Marcello Laygo and Damon
Ippolito. Unfortunately we lost James
Snyder, who got hurt in football, so
we are looking just to compete and
get better and do the best we can when
we get on the mat,” Ortega said.

Summit Hilltoppers:
The Hilltoppers have combined

programs with
the Chatham
Cougars and will
be able to fill all
but one weight
class at this point.

“We pursued
merging, we
wanted to work a
co-op with an-

other school in an effort to save the
future of our program. We have five
kids from
Chatham, two
with experience.
Part of the goal
was to have more
people to wrestle
with in the room.
Hopefully if the
stars align prop-
erly, we will be
able to fill 11 to 13 weight classes and
it will give us a fighting chance,”
Coach Mike Sandor explained.

Jack Hedges (sr — 195): 3 UCT,
2 district, finish 20-8

Nick Mellusi (sr — 220): The
muscular athlete has added one more
year of experience

Justin James (sr — 152): James
has added significant muscle matu-
rity

John Rohe (so — 120): Wrestled
for the Cougars
last year

“Our youth
program, the
numbers are
fairly good. Sum-
mit has about 50
and Chatham has
about 70. If we
can see them
grow through the program, hopefully
we will have some success down the
road,” Coach Sandor expressed.

New Providence Pioneers:
Head Coach Shane Mallory said,

“We are still in the process of rebuild-
ing the culture here in New Provi-

dence. Roster has increased slightly.
They want to succeed and be part of
the trailblazing path to rebuild New
Providence wrestling.”

Jack Wichtgendahl (so — 120):
3D at 106 “He put a little size on. It
will be interesting to see how he ad-
justs to the bigger wrestlers.”

Marcello Boccellari (jr — 160):
“Very good athlete. I see a lot of
potential in him

Joe Delia (sr
— 170): 4 UCT,
3 district, finish
33-8. “Joe is
probably our best
returning wres-
tler. The big goal
for him is mak-
ing the trip down
to AC.”

Nadeen ElMahroukey (sr —
220): 2 district, finish 24-12. “We
look for big things out of him.”

Omar Elshamy (jr — 152): “When
we can get him back and healthy, he
wrestled his best toward the end of the
season.”

Keep an eye on John Palmer (132)
Rahway Indians:

The Indians are strong throughout
but especially in
the lower weight
classes and will
be led by first-
year head coach
Danny Garay, a
217-lb state
c h a m p i o n
around the turn
of the century
(2001) and former David B. Corbin
UC Review pick.

Randolph Manongsong (sr —
113): Four-year varsity

Chris Dalmau (jr — 120): 2 UCT,
2 district, finish 30-8

Kaelan Francois (so- 106): 3 UCT
Tony Dalmau (sr — 138): Experi-

enced competitor
Rhise Royster (sr — 145): 1 UCT,

1 district, finish 30-6
Josh Darisme (jr — 220): 3 dis-

trict, finish 25-11

Shimei Paige (sr — 195): 2 dis-
trict, finish 30-8

“We will have a competitive lineup
this year. We have about six or seven
starters coming back plus we have
several guys who have been in and out

of the lineup all
year long. We are
still pretty
young,” Garay
said. “Our se-
niors, Rhise
Royster, Tony
Dalmau, are still
looking to leave
their mark.

Shimei Paige, coming off a great foot-
ball season.
Chris Dalmau
and his brother
live wrestling all
year long.
Randolph is a
guy you can al-
ways count on.
Kaelan decided
to focus on wres-
tling, got bigger, stronger.”

Linden Tigers:
The Tigers have a fine mix of veter-

ans with youth and can fill all the
slots.

“We got some older guys and some
younger guys, so it’s a combination of
guys, who have
been here for a
while, and guys
from middle
school, who have
done well for
themselves. We
think it’s going to
be a really good
year,” coach
Alvaro Fernandez said.

John Ojeda (sr — 126): 2 UCT, 2
district, finish 27-9

Stephano DelValle (jr — 138): 2
UCT, finish 22-11

Jacob Diana (sr — 120): Wrestled
113 last year

Alex Dorce (sr — 160): 4 UCT, 2
district, finish 29-14

Mike Afolabi (sr — 195): 5 UCT,

injured toward end of season
Fernandez added, “This year we

finally have
some kids, who
are veterans. We
got some third,
fourth-year var-
sity starters in our
lineup, so we are
thinking big
things, especially
from the seniors,

from Jacob, from John, Alex, Ken
[Rosenbaum], Michael Afolabi. They
have been the backbone of the team
for a while. They took some lumps, so
hopefully this year they can reach
their goals”

Union Farmers:
The Farmers, under Head Coach

Dino DeBellonia, have decent num-
bers in the room
(37)

“We’ve got a
lot of new faces.
I’m pleased with
our numbers. I do
have some qual-
ity kids, Liam
Grahl, Mike
Cross and Gabe
Fernandez. I am hoping that we can
put a competitive team on the mat,”

he said.
Gabe Fernandez (jr — 220):

“He’s a hard-
nosed football
player. What he
lacked in talent,
he makes up for
in toughness on
the mat.”

Mike Cross
(so -126): “Has
some good abil-
ity on the mat”

Liam Grahl (jr — 120): “Season
ended early due to injury”

Christian Rodriguez (jr — 145)
and Urbain Charles-Saint (jr — 160)

Plainfield Cardinals:
Johnny Cruz

(sr): At 120 last
year, 3rd in UCT,
3rd in district,
and finished 26-
14. Rumor has it
that from certain
coaches that the
Cardinals are
strengthening
their program.

Elizabeth Minutemen:
Chris Candelario (sr): At 120-lbs

last year, he placed 3rd in the district
and finished 12-14.

Alex Oslislo (182) SPF Raiders Tim Miller (182) Westfield Blue Devils Gabe Leo (113) Roselle Park Panthers Conor Halpin (138) Cranford CougarsShimei Paige (195) Rahway IndiansChris Dalmau (120) Rahway Indians

Blue Devils, Indians, Cougars Strong in UC Wrestling by David B. Corbin
Story/photos at goleader.com

Ballyhoo Sports

Brandon Bowles (113) SPF Raiders Elvin Guerrero (152) Park PanthersJordan Simpson (170) Blue Devils Omar Elshamy (152) NP Pioneers Kaelan Francois (106) Rah. IndiansEd Smith (220) SPF Raiders

J Wichtgendahl
(120) NP Pioneers

M Boccellari (160)
New Prov. Pioneers

Jimmy Gluck (126)
Cranford Cougars

Kyell Roper (152)
Cranford Cougars

Tony Dalmau (138)
Rahway Indians

Josh Darisme (220)
Rahway Indians

R. Manongsong
(113) Rah. Indians

Stefano DelValle
(138) Linden Tigers

John Ojeda (126)
Linden Tigers

Jacob Diana (120)
Linden Tigers

Mike Afalabi (195)
Linden Tigers

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

  

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &

Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Installation

Crown Molding

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED                  FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Nick Stampoulos
(132) Brearley Bears

Mike Cross (126)
Union Farmers

Harrison Kelly (126)
GL Highlanders

Nick Mellusi (220)
Summit Hilltoppers

Justin James (152)
Summit Hilltoppers

Liam Grahl (120)
Union Farmers

John Rohe (120)
Summit Hilltoppers

U Charles-Saint
(160) Union Farmers

Chris Rodriguez
(145) Union Farmers

Gabe Fernandez
(220) Union Farmers

Blue Devil Keglers Top
SPF Raider Keglers

The Westfield High School bowl-
ing team defeated Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 7-0, and earned its third
3,000+ series in the season at Jersey
Lanes in Linden on December 14.
The Blue Devils came out strong to
win Game 1, 1,050-952. Westfield
eked out a 919-874 win in Game 2
then came on strong to win Game 3,
1,065-919, for a 3,034 total pin count.

Dante Morales rolled the highest
series of 680 and the two highest
games of 236 and 235 to go with his
208. Dylan Kurstedt had a 620 series
with games of 226, 172 and 222. Trey
Rabinowitz had a series of 610 with
games of 186, 208 and 216. Bill
Shepard just missed a 600 series with
games of 224, 194 and 181 for 599.
Tyler Devitt had games of 178 and
136, and Jon Grossman rolled a 211.

Dan Gambor had the Raiders’ high
series of 614 with games of 214, 211
and 189. Josh Fox rolled games of
194, 173 and 214 for a 581 series and
James Bagdonas rolled games of 180,
183 and 186 for a 549 series. Ryan
Ackerman had a 527 series with games
of 196, 149 and 182. James Middleton
rolled games of 168 and 158 and
Brandon Buissereth rolled a 148.

The Westfield High School bowl-
ing team kept rolling along with shut-
out triumphs over the Union Farmers
on December 11 and the Rahway In-
dians on December 12 at Jersey Lanes
in Linden. The Blue Devils had a total
pin count of 2,851 to the Farmers’
2,414 then outscored the Indians,
2,811-2,311.

Dante Morales had the Blue Dev-
ils’ high series (600) and high game
(224) against Union but Farmer Kevin
Oliveira had the high game of 226 and
the high series of 615. The Blue Dev-
ils won Game 1, 1,038-731, Game 2,
862-789, and Game 3, 951-894.

WESTFIELD:
William Shepard: 204, 171, 203 Total
578
Trey Rabinowitz: 167, 213, 195 Total
575
Dylan Kurstedt: 222, 179, 161 Total 562
Jonathan Grossman: 222, 148, - Total
370
Tyler Devitt: -, -, 168 Total 168
Dante Morales: 223, 153, 224 Total 600
Games: 1,038, 862, 951 Total 2,851

UNION:
Kevin Oliveira: 190, 199, 226 Total 615
Asheigh Simpson: 125, 122, -, Total
247
Gabby Martinez: 101, -, 155 Total 256
Jacob Seidof: 125, 176, 210 Total 511
Al-Tariq Green: 190, 176, 170 Total 536
Namir Mallard: -, 116, 133 Total 249
Games: 731, 789, 894 Total 2,414

Morales also had the Blue Devils’
high game of 225 and high series of
607 against Rahway but Xavier Torres
had the high game of 243 and high
series of 609

WESTFIELD:
Shepard: 211, 203, 191 Total 605
Rabinowitz: 160, 164, 182 Total 506
Kurstedt: 180, 161, 182 Total 523
Devitt: 180 209, 182 Total 570
Morales: 190, 225, 192 Total 607
Games: 921, 961, 929 Total 2,811

RAHWAY:
Asante Mosby: 165, 187, 146 Total 498
Ryan Virgil: 113, 165, 122, Total 400
Laurie Kelly: 128, 143, 137 Total 375
Miguel Garcia: 149, 143, 137 Total 429
Xavier Torres: 190, 243, 176 Total 609
Games: 745, 881, 685 Total 2,311

Brendon Loder (195)
WF Blue Devils

Zach Zimmerman
(195) SPF Raiders

Colonia Cagers Halt
Raider Boys, 53-39

Luke Valeriano sank 24 points, in-
cluding trip three-pointers, and Chad
Baker had 15 points and eight re-
bounds to lead the Colonia Patriots
past the hosting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys basket-
ball team on December 14. Jayson
Williams scored 16 points and Justin
Guy scored eight points for the Raid-
ers, while Nick Merkel scored six
points and Chris Piesch and Jon
Ramos each had four points.
Colonia 19   7 15 12 53
Sc Pl-Fanwood   2 11 12 14 39

WF Blue Devil Keglers Rout
Union Farmers, Rahway

Probitas Verus Honos
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
©2018 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal

Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

John C. Wiley
Sales Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2025

JUST LISTED!

141 South Euclid Avenue, Westfield $1,500,000
LOCATION AND CONDITION! This large, prestigious office building
has a 1,500 square foot first floor office AND a gorgeous 4 bedroom, 2
full bath apartment on the top floors. Situated on over a half- acre of
professionally manicured grounds, this property offers a rare opportunity
to purchase on Westfield's Doctor's Row. The ample parking lot has two
separate driveways for ingress and egress. There is also a full, dry basement
for storage and a detached 2-car garage with automatic openers.

CLOSING SOON!

732 Summit Avenue, Westfield $449,000
Opportunity is knocking at this storybook 4 bedroom Colonial. The
private lot is like an oasis and located on a beautiful tree lined street. The
first floor boasts a large family room, eat-in-kitchen, formal living room
with a wood burning fireplace, formal dining room, entry foyer and
powder room. The second floor has 4 generous bedrooms and a full
bath. The basement has tons of storage and laundry area. Needs TLC.
Newer furnace, central air and hot water heater. Don't wait!

JUST CLOSED!

435 East Broad Street, Westfield $1,499,000
LOCATION & CONDITION! Stunning office building next to Westfield
Town Hall! Approximately 4,200 S.F. consists of three levels of private
offices, conference rooms/library, kitchenette and lavatories. Private
parking lot plus a 2-car garage. This is a very prestigious location and the
owner has spared no expense. Currently operating as a law practice.
Floor plans and survey available.

CR’s WILLIAMSON SINKS 16, PRINGLE 9; SPF’s DeVIZIO 7

Cougar Cagers Stop Raiders
In Girls Season Opener 45-25

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Lauren Williamson scored
16 points to lead the Cranford High
School girls basketball team to a 45-
25 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in the season opener in
Cranford on December 14.
Williamson added three rebounds and
seven steals to her stat line as the
Cougars outscored the Raiders, 12-3,
in the second period to break open a
12-10 game. The match-up was a
good early season indicator for both
teams with hopes of following up on
strong 2017-18 campaigns.

“We definitely viewed it that way,”
said Williamson. “We wanted to come
out here and get the season off to a fast
start. We accomplished some things
last year and we want to improve on
them this season.”

Last year the Cougars advanced to
the semifinals of the Union County
Tournament before falling to The
Patrick School, 45-44, in a memo-
rable thriller. Cranford led by double
digits in the second half of that game
only to lose in the final seconds. The
Cougars lost several key players from
that team but also return many standout
performers like Williamson and se-
nior KC Pringle.

Williamson got her team off to the
desired fast start, scoring on a put

back for a 2-0 lead a minute into the
game and then draining a 3-pointer
from the corner for a 5-0 lead a minute
later. The Raiders stayed close
throughout the opening quarter and
after a 3-pointer from the top by se-
nior Stefanie DeVizio with a minute
to play, the Raiders finished the open-
ing quarter down 12-10.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, the
Cougars were facing a squad that
posted a winning record last year and

advanced to the quarterfinal round of
the NJSIAA North Jersey, Section 2,
Group IV playoffs before falling to
Westfield. The Raiders were hit espe-
cially hard by graduation and return a
talented but very young squad. Their
best days may come later in the sched-
ule as the young players get their feet

‘DOBO’ 8 STEALS, 12 PTs; MAZ 8 PTs, 5 ASST; KLAG 12 RB

Blue Devils’ 3rd Q Surge Ices
UC Lady Viking Cagers, 57-41

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Faith Dobosiewicz’s steal
and drive the length of the floor to
score a basket late in the second quar-
ter seemed to spark an
unextinguishable fire in the third quar-
ter as the Westfield High School girls
basketball team blazed its way to a
57-41 victory over the Union Catho-
lic Vikings in the season opener in
Westfield on December 14. Prior to
her spark the Blue Devils were trail-
ing the Vikings, 23-18, but
Dobosiewicz’s lay-up was followed
with a 3-pointer by teammate Alison
Lisanti, who finished with three 3-
pointers, to knot the score at halftime.
Afterwards, control of the game be-
longed to Westfield.

Dobosiewicz was definitely “hands

on” as she amassed eight steals, led
the team with 12 points, pulled five
rebounds, blocked a shot and added
an assist. Senior guard Lily Maz, who
sank eight points and had three steals,
led the team with five assists — the
majority came in the second half.

“I think after getting the team go-
ing, at the start of the second half, we
gained a lot of confidence, like going
up early and it really propels a team,
getting points, getting rebounds. De-
fense propels the offense. It really
helped us in the second half,”
Dobosiewicz said.

There may have been a variety of
reasons why the Blue Devils could
not separate themselves from the Lady
Vikings in the first half. One reason
was that the Blue Devils seemed to be
rushing their shots instead of patiently

setting up the play. Another was that
the Vikings were hitting from beyond
the perimeter and sank five of their
nine 3-pointers in the half.

“I think the first half was definitely
filled with jitters. It’s the first half,
first game, first home opener. I think
it really took a little bit to get every-
one in motion. But after the first half,
we were ready to go. Halftime came
in. We came out. We knew we had to
make a difference. We outscored our-
selves in the third quarter. We got
comfortable,” Maz explained.

“I agree with Lily in that we have a
very young team. We have new start-
ers on the team after losing Molly
[Ryan], Lauren [Sgro] and Grace
[Elliott]. So definitely just coming
together first half, first game, defi-

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003864

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008374-16

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
F/K/A THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATESHOLDERS OF THE
CWALT, INC., ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST
2006-4511, MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-45T1

VS.
Defendant: NIKU PATEL AND MITA PATEL,

MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION
SYSTEMS, INC., AS NOMINEE FOR FIRST
MAGNUS FINANCIAL CORPORATION, SPE-
CIALIZED LOAN SERVICING, LLC, ASIT
KOTHARI, HASMUKH PATEL, HARSHAD
PATEL, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, BIPIN PATEL
AND ENGELWOOD HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL
CENTER

Sale Date: 01/09/2019
Writ of Execution: 07/31/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million Six
Hundred Sixteen Thousand Nine Hundred Thir-
teen and 90/100*** $1,616,913.90.

All that certain land and premises situate, lying
and being in the Township of Scotch Plains,
County of Union, and State of New Jersey.

Street: 43 Winchester Drive Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076.

Nearest Cross Street: Rahway Road.
Tax Lot and Block No.: Lot 5, Block 16002
Dimensions (approx.): 98 x 125 x 79 x 174 x92

x 60.
Prior Mortgages/Liens Not Extinguished By

The Sale Are: 1. Delinquent taxes and/or tax
liens

As the above description does not constitute a
full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain deed recorded in the
Office of the Clerk of Union County in Deed Book
5357, Page 527, et seq., New Jersey, and the
Writ of Execution on file with the Sheriff of Union
County.

*THE SALE IS SUBJECT TO UNPAID TAXES
AND ASSESSMENTS, TAX, WATER, AND
SEWER LIENS, AND OTHER MUNICIPAL AS-
SESSMENTS, IF ANY. THE AMOUNT DUE CAN
BE OBTAINED FROM THE LOCAL TAXING
AUTHORITY. PURSUANT TO NJSA 46:813-21
THIS SALE MAY BE ALSO SUBJECT TO LIM-
ITED LIEN PRIORITY OF ANY CONDOMINIUM/
HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATION LIENS WHICH
MAY EXIST. ANY SET OF FACT WHICH AN
ACCURATE SURVEY WOULD DISCLOSE; ANY
RESTRICTIONS OR COVENANTS ON
RECORD WHICH RUN WITH THE LAND;
RIGHTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, IF ANY, ANY OCCUPANTS OR PER-
SONS IN POSSESSION OF THE PROPERTY,
IF ANY. ADDITIONAL MUNICIPAL CHARGES,
LIENS, TAXES OR TAX SALE CERTIFICATES
AND INSURANCE, IF ANY

**A DEPOSIT OF 20% OF THE BID PRICE IN
CERTIFIED FUNDS IS REQUIRED AT THE
TIME OF SALE. THE SHERIFF HAS THE RIGHT
TO ADJOURN THIS SALE WITHOUT FUR-
THER NOTICE BY PUBLICATION.

Total Upset:  ***One Million Six Hundred Fifty-
One Thousand Three Hundred Eighty-Four and
69/100*** $1,651,384.69 together with lawful in-
terest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MATTLEMAN, WEINROTH & MILLER
401 RT 70 EAST
SUITE 100
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(856) 429-5507
4 T - 12/13, 12/20, 12/27/18
& 01/03/19 Fee: $265.20

Flyer Parran Gets 26th
At National XC Meet
Jasmine Parran (age 8) competed for

the Westfield Area “Y” Flyers Track
Club at the USATF National Junior
Olympic Cross-Country Champion-
ships on December 8, on a snowy course
in Reno, Nevada. She placed 26th out
of hundreds of other girls her age.

The Westfield Area “Y” Flyers
Track Club is a year-round track and
field and cross-country team offering
USATF-certified coaching and spe-
cific event technique instruction for
athletes ages 7-15. While the fall cross-
country season just concluded, the
Club offers Winter Conditioning and
Speed School classes through the
Westfield Area YMCA.

The Club’s goal is to provide a safe
and fun environment for every team
member to improve skills and achieve
success, from novice to international
competitor! For more information
visit the YMCA website
atwestfieldynj.org and the Club web
site at yflyerstrackclub.com.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003976

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-015004-17

Plaintiff: HAVEN SAVINGS BANK
VS.
Defendant: SCOTT K. STEELE AND NICOLE

S. STEELE, HUSBAND AND WIFE;
SANTANDER BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION; STATE OF NEW JERSEY; MARINA AS-
SOCIATES T/A HARRAHS CASINO HOTEL,
AC

Sale Date: 01/16/2019
Writ of Execution: 09/26/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred Fifty
Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-Seven and 52/
100*** $150,587.52.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, in the County of Union, and
the State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 2035 Winding Brook
Way, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot No. 10, in Block No. 13302.
Dimensions of Lot (Approximately) 185 feet

wide by 213 feet long (irregular).
Nearest Cross Street: Bayberry Lane.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

4TH QTR TAXES OPEN $4,571.86 (OPEN
PLUS INTEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 11/1/
2018)

OPEN SEWER $260.32 (OPEN PLUS IN-
TEREST AND PENALTY AFTER 12/31/2018)

SUBJECT TO PRIOR MORTGAGES AND
JUDGMENTS (IF ANY).

Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Fifty-Five Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Eighty-Four and 16/100***
$155,884.16 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
FRANK J. MARTONE, P.C.
1455 BROAD STREET
BLOOMFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07003
(973) 473-3000
4 T - 12/20, 12/27/18, 01/03
& 01/10/19 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003965

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-007547-18

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, N.A., AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE REGISTERED HOLDERS OF ACE
SECURITIES CORP. HOME EQUITY LOAN
TRUST, SERIES 2005-HE2, ASSET BACKED
PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES

VS.
Defendant: CLARK REINHARD A/K/A CLARK

REIHARD; NANCY REINHARD A/K/A N
CORRIGAN REINHARD; AMERICAN EXPRESS
CENTURION BANK; COASTAL CARDIOVAS-
CULAR CONSULTANTS PA; UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 01/16/2019
Writ of Execution: 08/08/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million One
Hundred Fifty-Seven Thousand Seventy-Seven
and 35/100*** $1,157,077.35.

The property to be sold is located in the munici-
pality of WESTFIELD in the County of UNION
and State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 304 SOUTH EUCLID
AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax LOT 9, BLOCK 3111.
Dimensions of Lot: 100 feet wide by 150 feet

long.
Nearest Cross Street: SAINT MARKS AV-

ENUE.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.
• 2018 Qtr 4 Due: 11/01/2018 $5,433.52 OPEN
• 2019 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2019 $5,403.89 OPEN
• 2019 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2019 $5,403.88 OPEN
• Sewer Acct: 5078 0 01/01/2018 - 12/31/2018
$165.00 OPEN PLUS PENALTY $165.00 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY; OWED IN ARREARS

Total Upset:  ***One Million One Hundred
Eighty-Six Thousand Five and 69/100***
$1,186,005.69 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 12/20, 12/27/18, 01/03
& 01/10/19 Fee: $212.16

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Jasmine Parran

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING A CLOSE GUARD...Blue Devil senior guard Lily Maz, No. 10, closely guards Viking Abigale Ortiz, No. 5, during
the home opener in Westfield on December 14. The Blue Devils put it all together in the third quarter and won 57-41.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MIXING IT UP UNDER THE BOARDS...Cougar senior KC Pringle, No. 22, and Raider seniors Stephanie DeVizio, center,
and Gabby Aloe, No. 1, mix it up under the boards in Cranford on December 14. The Lady Cougars won 45-25.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 10th day of
December, the Zoning Board of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following actions:

1. Application ZBA-18-024: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization approving
the request of Gary Palm, applicant, for a
C(2) variance for an increase in impervi-
ous coverage beyond the 35 percent maxi-
mum to 39.2 percent, §255-34, Attach-
ment 1, Schedule 1, on Block 132, Lot 5 as
designated on the Township Tax Map,
also known as 1052 Coolidge Street in the
R-2 zone.

2. Application ZBA-18-025: Granted
approval to 322 Walnut LLC, applicant, for
an amended application to permit a subdi-
vision with a single family structure on
Block 488, Lot 15, as designated on the
Township Tax Map also known as 322
Walnut Avenue in the R-2 Zone.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $24.48

Probitas Verus Honos

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Knight Has Built On
WHS’s Swim Legacy

Courtesy of Varsity Vantage

Jeff Knight, who has been coaching at WHS since 2007, became the winningest
boys swimming coach in school history on December 11 with his 162nd victory.

The WHS boys swimming program
started in 1934 under coach Walt
Pattee. But it got off to an auspicious
start, posting losing records the first
three years. Eventually things turned
around and the Blue Devils blossomed
into a state power in the late 1950s
and into a national force in the 1960s.

That was before current coach Jeff
Knight was born.

In the 61 state championship meets
since 1958, the Blue Devils have won
26 times; that’s almost one every two
years, and includes a 16-year draught
from 1976-91.

There have been some legendary
swimming coaches over the years,
including several Hall of Famers. But
none of them coached more winning
dual meets than the former Cranford
High swimmer.

Knight came into his 13th season
with 159 wins, two behind the all-
time leader. After Union, Plainfield
and Berkeley Heights fell in the first
three meets, Knight had a 162-28
record since 2007.

Typically, he poo-pooed the record,
saying, “It just means I’ve had a lot of
great swimmers and coached a long
time.”

WHS’s success during Knight’s first
12 seasons includes 11 Union County,
eight sectional and six state Public A
championships. He also coached the
girls team four spectacular years: from
2011-14, those teams posted a 64-1
record, and captured four county, three
sectional and three state Public A
championships.

His 2009 and 2016 boys teams were
ranked No. 1 in the state, and his
2011-12-13 girls teams were also No.
1. He’s also a two-time state New
Jersey Coach of the Year, in 2009 and
2013.

Knight’s current squad is 3-0 and
was ranked No. 10 in the state; amaz-
ingly, that’s the lowest ranking of
Knight’s tenure. They had a big meet
yesterday at No. 1 Bridgewater-
Raritan and will host archrival and
No. 16 Scotch Plains-Fanwood to-
morrow at the Wallace Pool. In an-
other critical match-up, the Devils
will travel to No. 11 Summit on Jan.

10. This year’s Union County cham-
pionship – which WHS has won 60 of
the past 62 since 1957 – will be held
Jan. 27 at Rutgers and figures to be a
three team battle royal between the
Devils, Raiders and Hilltoppers.

Third-year coach Steve
Whittington’s WHS girls team is
ranked No. 9 in the state, their highest
ranking since 2014. After dominating
the county and state since its incep-
tion in 1977, the girls team has hit a
“dry spell.” Despite going 43-15 in
dual meets the past four winters and
being ranked in the Top 20 each year,
their last team title was the 2014 county
meet.
CHABANOV NATIONAL CHAMP

Dan Chabanov (’05) captured the
national Men’s Masters 30-34 bicy-
cling championship last Wednesday
in Louisville, Ky. The brutal course
was made even tougher when the fro-
zen mud thawed out as the day warmed
up. By the race’s end, the racers and
their bikes were covered in mud.

“The course conditions were treach-
erous,” Chabanov told Cyclocross
Magazine. “It was definitely like, how
few times can you crash? And how
long can you stay on the bike? It was
hard.”

Chabanov was a co-captain of the
2005 WHS boys swim team, which
won the Union County championship
and later lost on a tiebreaker in the
sectional final after tying Bridgewater-
Raritan.

ALL-STATERS
Congratulations to Tommy Norris,

WHS’s 6-foot-2, 186-pound tight end
the past two football seasons, for earn-
ing a spot on the All-State (all groups,
public and non-public) Second-Team,
and Group 4 First Team. He had 39
catches this season and 59 for his
career, including a school-record 11
grabs against Metuchen St. Joseph.
While he didn’t play defense, Norris
also contributed 15 tackles on special
teams.

Also earning All-State honors ear-
lier this fall were tennis’s Charlotte
Clausen and Eliza Weiniger (First
Team), soccer’s Andrew Echausse
(Group 4 Third Team), and
volleyball’s Jenna Miller (Group 4
Second Team) and Stephanie Margolis
(Group 4 Third Team).

WINTER SEASON’S HERE
A couple of weeks into the 2018-19

winter sports season aren’t enough
time to make a fair judgment. But it
would appear that WHS’s teams will
be well worth checking out.

After opening up last weekend with
a third-place finish at the rugged Dela-
ware Valley Tournament on Saturday,
coach Glen Kurz’s kids take on Scotch
Plains in the annual Pin Cancer (all
proceeds this time will be for The
Wounded Warriors Foundation)
match tomorrow night. The rivals have
met 61 times, with WHS winning 35,

losing 23 and tying 3.
Despite wrestling at Del-Val with-

out standouts Jeremy Silber, Luke
Scanlan and Tim Miller, the Devils
came within four points of winning
the team title. WHS had seven final-
ists – Luke Jacobs, CJ Composto,
Brendan Loder and Jon Heard fin-
ished first, while Quinn Gimblette,
Luke Hoerle and Jordan Simpson took

seconds.
It’s been more than a decade since

Mike Tirone’s 2007 and 2008 bowl-
ing teams won 47 of 50 dual meets,
along with county, sectional and state
titles. Ralph Corey’s seven years since
taking over in 2012 have been solid,
but this year’s squad has looked pretty
spectacular in the early going. With a
lineup that goes at least six players
deep, the keglers have won each of
their first five matches 7-0.

James and Liz McKeon are the rare
brother-sister head coaching act in
basketball. James is in his first year as
the boys basketball coach. If he can
get his team, led by Matt Crowley and
Sebastian Ferraro, to play with half
the passion he brought into every
game, they’ll be fun to watch. Liz
brings a 65-39 record into her fifth
season. She returns two tough kids
under the boards, Sam Stravach and
Faith Dobosiewicz, Lily Maz at guard,
and appears to have a deeper bench
than she’s had in a while.

Joe Bertucci’s boys ice hockey
team, which won the Union County
Tournament last winter, has standout
goalie CJ Duffy back in net. They are
off to a 2-2-2 start.

IN THE GENES
On the Westfield YMCA’s swim-

ming record board, the record for the
girls 8-and-under 25-yard breaststroke
was set in 2015 by Emily Constable.
Right below her name is the top time
in the girls 50 breaststroke, set in
1983 by Melissa Zemsky, who is
Emily’s mother. In a further bit of
irony, the boys 8-and-under 25 breast-
stroke record holder is Brian
Ramsthaler, set in 1985. In 1994,
Ramsthaler and Dan Zemsky,
Melissa’s younger brother, captained
the WHS varsity team.

ON THIS DATE
1975: Brian Clancey set a school

record in the two-mile with a 9:32.7 in
an NJSIAA developmental meet at
Princeton’s Jadwin Gym.

AROUND THIS DATE
Dec. 18, 1976: Frank Kelly tied the

school record in the 60 with a 6.4 in an
NJSIAA developmental meet at
Princeton’s Jadwin Gym.

Dec. 19, 1969: WHS lost to Scotch
Plains, 118-85, in the highest-scoring
basketball game in school history.
Frank Zelesnik had 38 for the Raid-
ers. Dean Landew tried to pump up
the home crowd with organ music,
but that turned into a one-time-only
happening. Gil Shuman (15) and Bob
Sanders (13) led the Devils.

Dec. 21, 1973: In a twinbill that
gave the fans their money’s worth,
WHS swept Scotch Plains, both games
going into overtime. The Devils won
the jayvee game, 39-37, behind Rich
Goski and Tom McNally with 10
points each. In the varsity nightcap,
Jimmy Masters had 21 points in a 57-
56 triumph.

Dec. 22, 1961: Dick Myers set a
school record with 38 points in a 72-
58 win over Roselle Park. He hit 17
baskets, several of which would’ve
been 3-pointers if they had happened
27 years later.

LEONETTI, HUGHES, BONHOTE, SMALL LEAD THE WAY

Raiders’ Late Swim Surge Nips
Chatham Lady Cougars, 86-84

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Every point definitely counted but
a strong showing in the 50-backstroke
followed by a sweep in the final indi-
vidual event, the 100-breaststroke,
put the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls swim team in great posi-
tion to seize a victory against the
Chatham Cougars at the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains “Y” on December 12.
With an 82-74 lead after the 100-
breaststroke, all the Raiders needed
to do was place second in the 400-free
relay, and they did to emerge with an
86-84 victory.

After Lily Hughes placed first in
the 100-back at 1:01.77, Rachel Small
took third at 1:04.82 and Abby Ryan
took fifth at 1:07.36 to win the event,
10-6, sophomore Sofia Leonetti with
a time of 1:12.48 in the 100-breast,
led the 1-2-3 sweep followed by fresh-
man Julia Bonhote at 1:15.98 and
senior Ellie Richard at 1:16.7, to
soundly win the event 13-3. Although
the Cougars touched first in the 400-
free relay at 3:44.4, Raiders Chloe
Howell, Caroline Warren, Hughes and
Small took second with a time of
3:48.32 to clinch the win.

“That was a nice event. We were
behind coming out of the last three
freestyle events, 100-free, 500-free
and 200-free relay are good events
for Chatham. We made up with that 1-

2-3 sweep in the breaststroke with
Leonetti, Bonhote and Ellie Richard
really helped out. That put us in posi-
tion where we could take second in
the 4[00]-free relay. They have some
great freestylers, so we sneaked away
with one today,” Raider Head Coach
Jess Hulnik expressed.

The Lady Raiders also got a great
jump on the Cougars, placing 1-2, in
the 200-medley relay to grab a 12-2
lead. Hughes (backstroke), Leonetti
(breaststroke), Small (butterfly) and
Bonhote (free) touched first with a
time of 1:56.13, followed by Rachel
DiFabrizio, Ryan, Kate Jackman and
Camille Cooke at 2:07.76.

“That was a good start, especially
since their freestyle is so strong. To
come out 1-2 in the medley helped
give us a push going into some events
that are pretty good for Chatham,”
Coach Hulnik said.

And they needed that lead because
Chatham quickly answered by win-
ning the 200-free 12-4 with a 1-2-4
showing.

The Raiders out-nudged the Cou-
gars, 9-7, in the 200-Individual Med-
ley with Ryan placing second at
2:26.09, Leonetti third at 2:26.98 and
Aslinn Mooney fourth at 2:27.08. An
8-8 standoff in the 50-free kept the
Raiders ahead 33-29. Small touched
second at 26.79, Howell took third at
26.79 and Kaleigh Einhorn earned a

team point by placing fifth at 26.94.
In the 100-fly, Hughes at 1:04.26,

Jackman at 1:07.25 and Cooke at
1:08.37 placed 2-3-4 to up the Raid-
ers’ lead to 42-36 but Chatham took 1-
3-5 in the 100-free to narrow the score
to 48-46. Bonhote took second in the
event at 56.61 and Howell took fourth
at 58.33. But the tide drastically
changed when the Cougars placed 1-
2-5 in the 500-free, outscoring the
Raiders, 11-5, to seize the lead, 57-53.

Chatham added to its lead, 65-59,
in the 200-free relay by placing 1-4.
Raiders Bonhote, Howell, Einhorn
and Warren touched second at 1:45.19
and DiFabrizio, Kenny, Aubrey
Bagdonas and Cooke took third at
1:50.47. But Chatham’s surge ebbed
when the Raiders won the 100-back,
dominated the 100-breast and came
up with the needed second place in
the 400-free relay.

“It was a wonderful start. I am very
pleased with the way everyone swam
today. It’s a confidence builder but it
will also force you to work a little
harder. They will be coming after us
next time and we need to be ready.
Chatham is going to be a completely
different team come February but it’s
nice to get a December win like this
but you can’t let up. Chatham is a very
tough team and we were fortunate. I
am sure we will see them again down
the line,” Coach Hulnik predicted.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING THE SWEEP...Sofia Leonetti led a 1-2-3 sweep in the 100-breaststroke to put the Raiders in front 82-74 heading
into the final event, the 400-free relay. The Raiders took second in the 400-relay to edge Chatham, 86-84, on December 12.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, De-
cember 10, 2018 the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, approved the adoption of
Resolution 18-15, recommending further
action by the Township Council by endors-
ing the preliminary investigation report ref-
erenced as the Snuffy Pantagis Redevel-
opment Study Area and determining that
the designated property comprise a non-
condemnation area in need of redevelop-
ment.  The Resolution memorializing said
approval was duly presented and adopted
by said Planning Board at the regular
meeting on December 10, 2018.  A copy of
said Resolution has been filed in the office
of the Board and/or the office of the munici-
pal clerk and is available for public inspec-
tion.

Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary

1 T - 12/20/18, The Times Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RE-ORGANIZATION MEETING

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Municipal Council of the Township
of Scotch Plains has scheduled their Reor-
ganization Meeting for Tuesday, January
1, 2019. The Reorganization Meeting will
begin at 12:00 P.M. This meeting will be
held at the Township Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/20/18, The Times Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on December 12,
2018 the Garwood Planning Board memo-
rialized the following resolution of their
October 10, 2018 decision:

Case #PB18-04: 55 South Avenue,
Block 504, Lots 2 in the General Business
Zone & Lot 13 in the R/B zone. Applicant:
Quick Copper Holding, LLC.

Granting Use Variance with preliminary
and final Site plan for Building modifica-
tions to permit the renovations of an exist-
ing office building and to permit, parking as
principal use.

The resolution is on file and available for
inspection in the office of the Planning
Board located in the Municipal Building
located at 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.

 Adele C. Lewis
 Board Secretary

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

The Cranford High School wres-
tling team traveled to Barnegat High
School this past weekend to com-
pete in the 37th annual Garden State

Classic. Out of a field of 15 teams
the Cougars finished in second
place, with one Champion (AJ
Bencivenga 152-lbs), four second

place finishers (Pat Kalnins 120-
lbs, Ky’ell Roper 160-lbs, Evan
Kanterman 170-lbs, Zach Blevins
195-lbs), and two wrestlers placing
third (Dean Smith 132-lbs, Conor
Halpin 145-lbs).

Cougar Matmen Place Second at Garden State Tourney

Courtesy of a Cranford Cougar fan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING FIRST AT 152-LBS...Cougar senior AJ Bencivenga, left, captured first at 152-lbs during the 37th Annual Garden
State Classic held at Barnegat High School on December 15. The Cougars took second in the team totals.

Cougar Swim Boys
Sink Plainfield

The Cranford High School boys
swim team upped its record to 3-0
with a 128-40 win over Plainfield on
December 13. The Cougars took first
in all 11 events and it began with Tom
Cutro, Charles DeSimone, Gabe
Graceffo and Burke Jaeger touching
first in the 200-medley relay at
2:00.l92. Joe Stanley won the 200-
free in 2:13.39 and Cutro won the
200-Individual Medley in 2:30.09.
Andrew Dolan touched first in the 50
free at 24.25 and Jaeger won the 100-
butterfly in 1:06.65. Mike DeSimone
won the 100-free in 57.46.

Christian Hulse won the 500-free
in 7:05.18. Graceffo, C. DeSimone,
Liam Loughlin and Jaeger won the
200-free relay in 1:45.65. Mike
DeSimone won the 100-backstroke
in 1:07.39 and Charles DeSimone
won the 100-breaststroke in 1:12.25.
Dolan, Kevin Ruple, M. DeSimone
and Dan Nicholas touched first in the
400-free relay in 4:15.18.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PLANNING/ZONING BOARD

NOTICE OF DECISION

On December 12, 2018, the Planning
and Zoning Board for the Borough of
Garwood adopted a Resolution granting
Preliminary and Final Site Plan, use vari-
ance, bulk variances and design waiver
approvals to the Applicant, Quick Copper
Holdings, LLC (the “Applicant”), relating to
the development of the properties owned
by the Applicant and located at 55 South
Avenue and 54 Willow Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey and designated as Block 504,
Lots 2 and 13 on the Tax Map of the
Borough of Garwood (the “Property”). The
Property is located in the GB (General
Business District) and RB (Two Family
Residential) Zones. The Approval allows
the Applicant to add a second story to the
existing office building and have the first
floor occupied by a professional office or
retail tenant, while the second story will be
utilized by the Applicant for its office use.
The Approval also allows the Applicant to
replace the existing garage on Lot 13 with
a smaller garage. The Applicant also pro-
poses other improvements to the Property
including the installation of a parking lot on
Lot 13 together with plantings, curbing,
side-walks and signage.

A copy of the Resolution is on file and
available for PUBLIC INSPECTION at the
Office of the Municipal Clerk located at 403
South Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey,
during that Office’s normal business hours.

STEPHEN F. HEHL, ESQ.
Attorney for the Applicant

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $33.66

Cougars Top Plainfield
In Girls Swimming

The Cranford High School girls
swim team improved to 3-1 with a
115-55 victory over Plainfield on
December 13. The Cougars won seven
of the eight individual events and two
of the three relays, beginning with the
200-free relay where Savannah Riera,
Grace Wilson, Maggie O’Donnell and
Marina Nunziato touched first in 2:00.

Nunziato won the 200-freestyle in
2:17.81 then Wilson took top honors
in the 200-Individual Medley with a
time of 2:41.52. O’Donnell won the
50-free in 25.42 and Katherine
Riggins won the 100-butterfly in
1:23.02. Riera won the 100-free in
1:02.92 and Samantha Reeves touched
first in the 500-free at 7:10.66.

Cougars Sofia Prata, Reeves, Erin
Trojan and Riggins won the 200-free
relay in 2:10.91 and Shannon
McCarthy won the 100-breaststroke
in 1:30.67. Plainfield won the 100-
backstroke and the 400-free relay.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, De-
cember 10, 2018 the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, approved the adoption of
Resolution 18-14, recommending further
action by the Township Council by endors-
ing the preliminary investigation report ref-
erenced as the Jerusalem Road Redevel-
opment Study Area, Block 6201, Lots 13,
16.02 and a portion of the vacated Van
Orden Place Right of Way and determin-
ing that the designated properties com-
prise a non-condemnation area in need of
redevelopment.  The Resolution memori-
alizing said approval was duly presented
and adopted by said Planning Board at the
regular meeting on December 10, 2018.  A
copy of said Resolution has been filed in
the office of the Board and/or the office of
the municipal clerk and is available for
public inspection.

Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary

1 T - 12/20/18, The Times Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF MEETINGS OF THE
CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF

APPEALS OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

(IN COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN
PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT,
CHAPTER 231, P.L. 1975)

NOTICE is hereby given by the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains of the following 2019
schedule of meetings of the Construction
Board of Appeals to be held in the Mu-
nicipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey on the first Wednes-
day of each month, at 7:30 p.m., unless
otherwise indicated*.

Wednesday, January 9th * – 8:00 a.m.
February 6th

March 6th

April 3rd

May 1st

June 5th

July 10th *
August 7th

September 4th

October 2nd

November 6th

December 4th

The above schedule allows the option of
calling a special meeting when necessary.
1 T - 12/20/18, The Times Fee: $29.07

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 11th of Decem-
ber 2018.

ORDINANCE 2018-33

ORDINANCE TO REPEAL §
23-3.19 (AFFORDABLE
HOUSING UNIT REGULA-
TION) IN ARTICLE 23-3 (ZONE
REGULATIONS) IN CHAPTER
XXIII(ZONING) OF THE RE-
VISED ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, AND TO ENACT
ARTICLE 19-7 (AFFORDABLE
HOUSING) IN CHAPTER XIX
(LAND USE PROCEDURES)
OF THE REVISED ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS AND TO
ENACT THE TOWNSHIP’S
THIRD ROUND HOUSING
ELEMENT AND FAIR SHARE
PLAN WHICH ADDRESS THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE
FAIR HOUSING ACT AND THE
UNIFORM HOUSING
AFFORDABILITY CONTROLS
(UHAC) CONSISTENT WITH
THE TERMS OF A SETTLE-
MENT AGREEMENT
REACHED BETWEEN THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS AND FAIR SHARE
HOUSING CENTER REGARD-
ING COMPLIANCE WITH THE
TOWNSHIP’S AFFORDABLE
HOUSING OBLIGATIONS.

ORDINANCE 2018-34

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS TO
ENSURE THAT ANY SITE
THAT BENEFITS FROM A
REZONING, VARIANCE OR
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
APPROVED BY THE TOWN-
SHIP OR A TOWNSHIP LAND
USE BOARD THAT RESULTS
IN MULTI-FAMILY RESIDEN-
TIAL DEVELOPMENT OF
FIVE (5) DWELLING UNITS
OR MORE PRODUCES AF-
FORDABLE HOUSING AT A
SET-ASIDE RATE OF 20%
FOR FOR-SALE AFFORD-
ABLE UNITS AND AT A SET-
ASIDE RATE OF 15% FOR
RENTAL AFFORDABLE
UNITS.

ORDINANCE 2018-35

ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 23 ENTITLED “AF-
FORDABLE HOUSING DE-
VELOPMENT FEES (COAH

THIRD ROUND RULES)” BY
REPEALING AND REPLAC-
ING EXISTING SECTIONS 8.1
THROUGH 8.10 IN THEIR
ENTIRETY.

ORDINANCE 2018-38

ORDINANCE TO AMEND § 23-
7 (SIGNS) IN CHAPTER XXIII
(ZONING) OF THE REVISED
GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO REVISE SIGN
DEFINITIONS AND REGULA-
TIONS.

ORDINANCE 2018-39

ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER III (POLICE REGU-
LATIONS), ARTICLE 22 TO
ESTABLISH A PRIVATE OUT-
DOOR SURVEILLANCE CAM-
ERA REGISTRY.

ORDINANCE 2018-40

ORDINANCE ADOPTING A
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
FOR AN “AREA IN NEED OF
REDEVELOPMENT” KNOWN
AS THE “PARKER GARDENS
REDEVELOPMENT AREA”
CONSISTING OF BLOCK
12001, LOTS 4, 5, 6, 7 AND 24,
AS SHOWN ON THE TAX MAP
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH N.J.S.A.
40A:12A-7, AND SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII ENTITLED
“ZONING” BY THE AMEND-
MENT OF SUBSECTION 23-
3.2 ENTITLED “ZONING
MAP”, AND BY THE ADDI-
TION OF NEW SECTION 23-9
ENTITLED “REDEVELOP-
MENT PLANS” AND NEW
SUBSECTION 23-9.1 EN-
TITLED “PARKER GARDENS
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
(BLOCK 12001, LOTS 4, 5, 6,
7 AND 24)”.

ORDINANCE 2018-41

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING
A FINANCIAL AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS AND SP
RESERVE URBAN RE-
NEWAL, LLC, A NEW JER-
SEY LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY, AS THE DESIG-
NATED REDEVELOPER OF
PROPERTY LOCATED AT
BLOCK 12001, LOTS 4, 5, 6, 7
AND 24 AS SHOWN ON THE
TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 12/20/18, The Times Fee: $116.28

PUBLIC NOTICE

Blue Devils’ Surge Ices Viking Cagers, 57-41
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

nitely the jitters. Second half we defi-
nitely picked it up,” Dobosiewicz
added.

A third reason was that senior for-
ward Sam Stravach got into foul
trouble within the first five minutes of
the first quarter and needed to take a
seat for some time.

“I think it did a little bit because we
both had played with Sam a long time
and now we don’t have Lauren [Sgro]
anymore, so we have two freshmen,
Grace [Klag] and Chloe [Kreusser].
They are our other bigs. We were com-
fortable playing with Sam, so that
maybe threw it off a little bit but Grace
and Chloe showed that they came to

play. Even though they are freshmen,
they are ready to play with varsity and
they showed that,” Maz said.

Stravach did, however, sink six of
her eight points within that first five
minutes. She also finished with six
rebounds, three steals and an assist.

The Blue Devils did win the first
quarter, 14-11. In addition to
Stravach’s six points, Dobosiewicz
nailed her only 3-pointer, Maz and
junior Caroline Dwyer (5 rebounds,
steal, assist) sank lay-ups and sopho-
more Charlotte Dursee (7 points, 4
steals, 3 rebounds, 2 assists) hit a free
throw. Viking Madison Johnson (10
points) sank two of her 3-pointers and

Kayla Riley (11 points) sank the first
of her trip 3-pointers.

Viking Abigale Ortiz hit a 3-pointer
to knot the score early in the second
quarter then Union Catholic stretched
its lead to 23-19 before Dobosiewicz
began to work her magic.

The Blue Devils did work like ma-
gicians in the second half and the
assists began to mount.

“We have always been taught that
passing, move the ball quicker than
dribbling. We do that when it comes
to fast breaks. We’ve talked about
that in practice countless times, how
we want to swing the ball around and
around until we get that open shot. We
also put the ball on backdoor cuts.
With the passing and all the cuts, and
pushing it forward propelled us to
overcome the first half into the sec-
ond half. Definitely defense and pass-
ing really helped us,” Maz said.

Led by Lisanti, who banged a pair
of threes, Dobosiewicz with six points,
which included another steal and drive
to the basket for a score, and Maz and
Dursee with four points each, the Blue
Devils doubled their score to carry a
46-30 lead into the fourth quarter.

The trio of Blue Devil freshmen
seized the reins in the final quarter.
Grace Klag (2 points) became a terror
under the boards and grabbed the
majority of her team-leading 12 re-
bounds in the quarter. Chloe Kreusser
(6 rebounds, assist) scored all seven
of her points in the quarter and Ava
Pravlik added two points and two
rebounds. Viking Sabrina Araujo sank
a pair of threes and Riley sank her
final three in the quarter.

“Coach says it’s always about heart,
so we showed it in the second half. We
knew what we wanted to do. We knew
we wanted to win this game and start
the season strong. Everyone on the
court today showed everything that
they had,” Dobosiewicz said.
Union Catholic 11 12   7 11 41
Westfield 14   9 23 11 57

Cougars Stop Raiders in Season Opener, 45-25
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

wet and build chemistry.
“We graduated five seniors from last
season,” said Raider Head Coach
Ryan McKenna. “So we are very
young. We only have two players back
that played significantly last year. I
think that is going to show early in the
season. I think we’ll get better as the
season progresses.”

The Raiders struggled to keep pace
in the second quarter. Inside baskets
from Williamson and sophomore Liz
McCaffery extended the Cougar ad-
vantage to 16-10. A baseline drive by
senior Olivia Speer made it 18-10.
The Cranford defense held the Raid-
ers to one field goal in the quarter and
took a 24-13 lead into the halftime
break.

In the third quarter, the Raiders
forged a rally. Spearheaded by fresh-
man Leah Klurman, the Raiders turned
a 26-15 deficit into just a four-point
game. Klurman scored on a put back
a minute into the period then fol-
lowed that up with a 3-pointer from
the top of the key to make it 26-20
with just over four minutes left in the
quarter. Two successful three throws
drew the Raiders to within 26-22 with

just over a minute remaining in the
period.

While the Raiders plugged away
and drew closer, the Cranford offense
seemed out of sync. The Cougars
managed to extend the lead to eight
points by going 4-for-4 from the free
throw line in the final minute of the
third quarter. Cranford managed just
two baskets from the floor in the third
quarter against a Raider press.

“We do have a bunch of new girls
who have come up from the JV but we
do have five seniors,” said Cranford
Head Coach Jackie Dyer. “In the third
quarter, I think we went into a little bit
of a panic mode but I think we needed
that. We dug ourselves a little bit of a
hole and we needed to see what we

were going to do to get out of that.
They took a deep breath, relaxed and
kind of got it back together.”

The Cougars gradually pulled away
in the fourth quarter utilizing a supe-
rior inside game, while the Raiders
went ice cold from the floor. The
Raiders were held to just three points
in the period, all coming from the
foul line.

“Cranford is an experienced team

with a great coach,” said McKenna.
“They know what they are doing. We
came back in the third quarter and we
cut it to four after being down by
eleven. We just couldn’t score enough.
On the perimeter, our girls just have to
have a little more confidence in shoot-
ing. Over the course of the season, they
will. For now, they are going to have to
take their shots. Right now I just think
they are a little afraid to do so.”

DeVizio led the Raiders with seven
points, while super sophomore
Corinne Lyght was held to just four
points. Lyght was the focus of
Cranford’s defensive attention
throughout the contest.

“Corinne is very athletic,” said
Dyer. “I’ve seen her play soccer and

she will take over a game if you let
her. We made sure that when she did
get the ball that we had an extra per-
son underneath. I think we are a step
ahead defensively right now than
where we were last year at this time.”

Pringle contributed nine points for
Cranford. Speer and McCaffery
chipped in with six points each.

Sc Pl-Fanwood 10   3   9   3 25
Cranford 12 12   8 13 45

Raiders Overwhelm Chatham in Swim Clash
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

swimming, so I have high expecta-
tions for myself and I am expecting to
go really fast this year,” Cohen an-
swered.

Shao won the 200-Individual Med-
ley in 2:00.72 and teammate Sean
Merkle took third at 2:16.58. The
Raiders dominated the 100-butterfly,
11-5, when Shao took first at 54.32,
Jason Mongiovi took third at 59.36

and Aidan Trenery placed fourth at
59.7.

The first event, the 200-medley re-
lay, Aidan Trenery (backstroke),
Cohen (breast), Shao (fly) and
Donaldson (free) took first at 1:42.86
and Merkle, Mongiovi, Sean Hough
and Lucas Route placed third at
1:50.49 to give the Raiders a 10-4
team lead. Cohen’s role in the event
was a little different than in past meets.

“I swam in two relays, the 200-
medley relay I did the breaststroke.
It’s been a stroke I don’t normally do
but I’ve been working on it and we are
utilizing it as we have other people,
who are good at backstrokes, butter-
fly and freestyle, so I’m filling in that
gap for my team to get these good
wins,” Cohen said.

The Raiders also won the 200-free
relay, 10-4, when Donaldson, Cohen,
Corey He and London took first at
1:32.72 and Mongiovi, Drew
Burfeindt, Stan Kanu and Route took
third at 1:39.21.

“I did the 200-freestyle relay and
that was another great race. We are
looking to have a fast one for the
counties,” Cohen expressed.

The final event, the 400-free relay
was also a 10-4 Raider win. Shao, He,
London and Hough touched first at
3:30.76 and Route, Merkle, Burfeindt
and Trenery took third at 3:43.41.

But the real intimidators, however,
came in Raider sweeps of the 100-
free and the 100-backstroke. Each
event earned the Raiders a 13-3 ad-
vantage. London at 52.23 led the 1-2-
3 sweep in the 100-free, followed by
Corey He at 52.46 and Sean Hough at
54.53. Trenery at 59.61 led the sweep
in the 100-back, followed by Merkle
at 1:01.4 and Hough at 1:02.3.

He took top honors in the 200-free
with a time of 1:53.19, while Ferrone
at 2:03.73 and Burfeindt at 2:06.75

placed 4-5. The only event that the
Raiders failed to take first was the
100-breast that was won by Chatham’s
Ethan Ding at 1:04.1. Mongiovi took
second at 1:07.14 and Donaldson took
third at 1:07.47.

“When you score in places 1 through
5, every event counts. Being able to
get the first place and back it up with
a 1-2-3 sweep or a 3-4, little by little

it builds up,” Coach Hulnik said.
“We’ve had a good amount of up-

perclassmen coming up. We did lose
some fast seniors but I think for the
hard work that the rest of the team is
putting in, we will be able to be a real
competitive team when it comes to
state tournament time,” said Cohen,
who emphasized, “You can see we
have some good depth. People like
Matt London, Aidan Trenery, Corey
He, Daniel Donaldson. They’ve all
been stepping up in practice and I
know they are going to be swimming
fast when it comes time.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING FIRST IN THE 100-BUTTERFLY...Raider senior Alan Shao touched first in the 100-butterfly with a time of 54.32
in the meet against the Chatham Cougars on December 12. The Raider boys overwhelmed Chatham, 113-57.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING PAST A VIKING...Blue Devil sophomore Charlotte Dursee, No. 5, drives past Viking Daniela Peralta, No. 1,
during the home opener in Westfield on December 14. The Blue Devils defeated the Vikings 57-41.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING HER PASS...Raider Stephanie DeVizio, left, guarded by Cougar Ellie Rokicki, No. 11, passes the ball to her right
as Raider Hannah Lyman, No. 11, cuts toward the basket on December 14 in Cranford.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 12th day of
December, 2018 the Planning Board of
the Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:

Resolution No. 2018-012 – Adopted the
2018 Third Round Housing Plan Element
and Fair Share Plan.

Donna Pedde
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $11.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS

(In Compliance with Open Public
Meetings Act – Chapter 231)

*Addendum to Regularly
Scheduled Meetings*

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will meet on Thursday, De-
cember 20, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. for an
Executive Session Only Meeting to dis-
cuss Board Attorney interviews.  No action
will be taken. This meeting will take place
in the Administration Bldg., 512 Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

Deborah S. Saridaki
School Board Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 12/20/18, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE MAYOR

AND COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Annual Re-organization Meeting of the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood for year 2019 will be held on
Wednesday, January 2, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.,
in the Council Chambers, Municipal Build-
ing, 403 South Avenue, Garwood, New
Jersey.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $13.26

FSPY 30+ Men’s Basketball
League Results, Standings:

A rain-soaked Sunday did not
dampen the spirits of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains “Y” Men’s 30+ Bas-
ketball League ballers, and as the
dust settled after Week 2 action, only
a pair of teams remained unbeaten.

Ocho Macho 46, Under the Ra-
dar 38: Behind its eldest macho man,
Tim Gray, Ocho ran out to a 12-pt
halftime edge, and held off a late
Radar rally.  The sharp-shooting
greybeard was mucho macho from
beyond the arc (6 of 8), finishing with
21 pts & 7 rebounds. Eric Halpin (6
pts, 6 dimes) and Craig Cichocki (5
pts, 8 boards) made strong contribu-
tions for the winners.  Capt. Clay
Torres tallied 9 pts and hauled down
16 rebounds, and the rookie tandem
of Ross Lebrun and Steve Gallen
each registered 9 pts in defeat.

Team 8 58, Draymond 48: Rich
Cobbinah poured in 22 pts and grabbed
7 caroms, and Gavin Ford fashioned a
14-pt, 17-reb double-double, to power
the undefeated Team 8. Fab frosh Rory
Schulman (10 & 7) and steady vet
Mike Ruccio (8 & 7) played pivotal
roles in the victory. Nifty newcomer
Taj Belfield (18 pts, 4 treys) paced
Draymond, who also received double-
digit scoring from Capt. Jamal Berry
(12) and Dave Berger (11).

Lightning With A Splash Of
Thunder 63, SuperSonics 55: Tied
at 50-50 with 5:00 remaining, the
Lightning broke it open down the
stretch thanks to the thunder of War-
ren Lowe (29 pts, 5 rebs, 7 assts).
First-year man Rick Harris (12) and
Capt. Troy Sims (10) made their splash
as well. Diaper Dandy Joe Ruocco
(21 pts) and sophomore sensation
Brendan Ryan (20 pts, five from
downtown) were super for the Sonics,
and Eric Lai (9 pts) was his reliable
self in the loss.

The Goonies 60, RunAsOne 48:
So much for these Goonies being
anything like the band of misfits from
circa 1985. Led by the ageless Goon,
Steve Lee (16 pts, 6 off the glass), and
Captain Goon, Chris Mattina (12 pts),
the next-Gen Goonies lifted its mark
to 2-0. The triumphant supporting
cast was solid — stellar rook Rich
Diomede (11), Kevin Adams & Gregg
Carder (8 apiece) and windex-man
Joe DeGennaro (5 pts, 12 rips). Capt.
Jason Shann kept matters close for
the Runners, netting 18, center Bryan
Stitt double-doubled for the 2nd
straight week, R.B. Alverna went for
11 & 6, and Ray Johns produced a 7
& 9 outing.

FSPY STANDINGS:
TEAM W L
Team 8 2 0
The Goonies 2 0
Draymond 1 1
RunAsOne 1 1
Lightning With Splash 1 1
Ocho Macho 1 1
SuperSonics 0 2
Under The Radar 0 2

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
January 3, 2019 at 7:30 p.m., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the appli-
cation of Stephanie Martowlis, 897
Westfield Road, Block 7502, Lot 14, R-2
Zone who proposes to install a 6 foot fence
with 2 motorized gates along the Morse
Avenue side of the property, contrary to
the following Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3(o)-Fences: Maximum
Allowed: Four (4) feet in the front yard.
Proposed: Six (6) feet in the front yard.

The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 12/20/18, The Times Fee: $27.03
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PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1041
AWARDED TO: Dr. Vipul C. Mody,

Firm KNJ Hospitalist Group, LLC,
Bridgewater, New Jersey

SERVICES TO:  to provide consultation
to the Union County Pediatric Immuniza-
tion Clinic

PERIOD: January 1, 2019- December
31, 2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$24,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1046
AWARDED TO: Kristen Balsamo-

Kleinbach, Paramus, New Jersey
SERVICES TO:  to provide services for

the Union County Forensic Lab
PERIOD: January 1, 2019- December

31, 2019
COSTS: for an amount not to exceed

$41,600.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018–1024
AWARDED TO: Lehrer-Gibilsco Fu-

neral Home, Inc., Rahway, New Jersey
SERVICES TO:  to provide funeral home

livery services for the Union County Medi-
cal Examiner’s Office

PERIOD: January 1, 2019- December
31, 2019

COSTS: for a total sum not to exceed
$150,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1049
amending (Resolution No. 2018-814)
AWARDED TO: Sexual Nurse Exam-

iners
SERVICES TO:  to provide on-call cov-

erage, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
PERIOD: October1, 20198-September

30, 2019
COSTS: in the additional amount not to

exceed $12,480.00 for a new total contract
not to exceed $47,480.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018–1020
AWARDED TO: Pharma Care Inc.,

Clark, New Jersey
SERVICES TO:  for pharmacy consult-

ing services for the residents/patients at
the Cornerstone Hospital at Cornerstone
Behavioral of Union County

PERIOD: January 1, 2019- December
31, 2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$12,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1055
AWARDED TO: Princeton Insurance

Company, Princeton New Jersey
SERVICE: to renew the Cornerstone

Behavioral Health Hospital-Medical Mal-
practice Policy, General and Professional
Liability Policy, and Excess Umbrella Li-
ability Policy

PERIOD: December 15, 2018 – Decem-
ber 14, 2019

COSTS: in the amount of $114,058.27
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1057
amending (Resolution No. 2017-1002)

AWARDED TO: Development Direc-
tions LLC.,

SERVICE: to provide administration of
the Union County Housing Assistance
Payment Program

PERIOD: January 1, 2019 – December
31, 2019

COST: in an amount not to exceed:
$700,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1056
AWARDED TO: Ford & Harrison, LLP,

Atlanta, Georgia
SERVICE: to provide eight Summary

Plan Descriptions for the County’s pre-
scription drug plan

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$25,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1058
AWARDED TO: United Way of Greater

Union County, Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICE: to provide support and op-

eration of the Family Success Center, in
Rahway, New Jersey.

Multicultural Family Success Center in
Elizabeth, New Jersey

PERIOD: January 1, 2019 – December
31, 2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$286,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1064
AWARDED TO: B & B Consultants,

Inc.
SERVICE: to provide countable work

activity programs Year funding
PERIOD: through December 31, 2018
COSTS: to obligate $4,576.72
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1062
AWARDED TO: Union County Eco-

nomic Development Corporation,
Cranford, New Jersey

SERVICE: for the purpose of providing
general economic development services
to private businesses within the County of
Union

PERIOD: January 1, 2019 – December
31, 2019

COSTS: for the sum  not to exceed:
$100,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1059
AWARDED TO: We Are One New Jer-

sey, Inc.
SERVICE: to provide social and human

services that educates, empower and up-
lift working families, under the We Are One
New Jersey Project

PERIOD: January 1, 2019 – December
31, 2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$245,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1066
AWARDED TO: Grinding Services,

Passaic, New Jersey
SERVICES TO:  to perform landscaping

and concrete work to Rahway Veteran’s
Memorial

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$21,450.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1067
AWARDED TO: Juvenile Detention
SERVICE: to provide program services

for youth and families involved in the juve-
nile justice system

PERIOD: January 1, 2019 – December
31, 2019

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed:
$117,800.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1065
amending (Resolution No. 2018-550)
AWARDED TO: Urban League of

Union County
SERVICE: to provide countable work

activity programs to eligible recipients of
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families

PERIOD: through December 31, 2018
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed

$39,700.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1068
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICE: to provide a range of pro-

grams and services for Union County youth
and families involved or at risk of becom-
ing involved in the juvenile justice system

PERIOD: January 1, 2019 – December
31, 2019

COSTS: in a total amount not to exceed:
$511,656.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $22.95

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 12/13/18
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2018-1063
AWARDED TO: Union County Eco-

nomic Development Corporation,
Cranford, New Jersey

SERVICE: for the purpose of providing
procurement training/technical assistance
to private businesses within the County of
Union

PERIOD: January 1, 2019 – December
31, 2019

COSTS: for the sum  not to exceed:
$100,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $24.48

WESTFIELD
Thursday, December 6, a resident

of the 400 block of Highland Avenue
reported being the victim of dual mo-
tor vehicle burglaries. The victim
stated that the vehicles were both
parked in the driveway and unlocked.
The victim said that approximately $3
in U.S. currency was stolen from one
of the vehicles.

Thursday, December 6, Terrell Per-
son, 27, was arrested pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop in the area of
Springfield Avenue and Mill Lane on
an outstanding Newark Municipal
Court warrant in the amount of $200.
He was processed and released after
posting full bail.

Friday, December 7, a resident of the
200 block of East Dudley Avenue re-
ported being the victim of a motor
vehicle burglary. The victim stated that
the vehicle was parked and unlocked in
the driveway at the time. According to
the victim, several items were stolen
from the vehicle. The approximate value
of the theft is $1,200.

FANWOOD
Wednesday, December 12, an officer

made a motor vehicle stop at Midway
Avenue and Russell Road for a motor
vehicle violation. A check of the driver,
Patricia Kelly, 70, of Plainfield, showed
an active warrant out of Plainfield. The
driver was arrested, processed, posted
bail and released.

GARWOOD
Sunday, December 16, while on pa-

trol a Garwood police officer observed
a male in dark-colored clothing walk-
ing on Second Avenue and peering
over a fence to look into a yard at the
corner of Cedar Street. The officer
stopped the individual, who was later
identified as Carlos Tolson-Cruz, 25,
of Elizabeth, and asked him why he
was looking over the fence, but Tolson-
Cruz was not able to provide a reason.
Tolson-Cruz was run for warrants and
an active warrant out of Linden for
$1,000 was found. Tolson-Cruz was
placed under arrest and transported to
police headquarters for processing. The
Linden Police Department responded
to Garwood and transported Tolson-
Cruz back to Linden on the outstand-
ing warrant.

Saturday, November 24, while on
patrol on South Avenue an officer
observed a dark-colored Acura TL
with New York plates occupied by
two black males traveling eastbound
at a high rate of speed. The officer
attempted to initiate a stop of the
vehicle but the suspect vehicle re-
fused to stop and proceeded into
Cranford, disregarding traffic lights
and continuing at a high rate of speed.
At that time, the Westfield Police
Department was reporting the vehicle
to be stolen out of their jurisdiction.
The Garwood officer continued to
follow the vehicle but terminated the
pursuit at North and Centennial Av-
enues due to unsafe speeds.

Further investigation by the Westfield
Police Department as well as members
of the Irvington Police Department de-
termined that the vehicle was used in the
commission of an armed robbery in
Irvington on November 25, and the
suspect who operated the vehicle during
the armed robbery was the same indi-
vidual who was operating the vehicle
when it was in Garwood. The
individual’s name is being withheld due
to his age. The juvenile has been issued
several juvenile complaints and motor
vehicle summons from Garwood and
has been remanded to juvenile deten-
tion by the Irvington Police Department
pending court.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, December 5, Myer

Armstrong, 21, of Bayonne, Christo-
pher Grullon, 20, of Hillside, Marc
Greene, 18, of Bayonne, and Pathani
Cosmeus, 21, of Linden were arrested
and charged with shoplifting, posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of mari-
juana and possession of drug para-
phernalia after police units were dis-
patched to a business on the 200 block
of South Avenue East for a shoplift-
ing. Armstrong also was charged with
suspected marijuana and parapherna-
lia found in his possession. They all
were processed and provided with
municipal court appearance dates.

Thursday, December 6, Matthew
Dippold, 35, of Hoboken and Jacquelin
Remo, 35, of Old Bridge were arrested
and charged with distribution of a con-
trolled dangerous substance, posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance and possession of drug para-
phernalia after police stopped two
motor vehicles in the parking lot of a
business on the 300 block of North
Avenue for a suspected drug transac-
tion witnessed between both drivers.
Dippold was charged with distribution
of a controlled dangerous substance,
possession of suspected oxycodone and
possession of suspected THC oils.
Remo was charged with possession of
suspected oxycodone and possession
of drug paraphernalia. They were both
processed and provided with state Su-
perior Court appearance dates. In addi-
tion, $2,436 in currency was seized
from Dippold as a result of the crimes.

Saturday, December 8, Jeffery
Locklear, 26, of Accomac, Va., was
arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) following a
motor vehicle stop at North Avenue
East and Alden Street for erratic driv-
ing. Locklear was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court appear-
ance date. In addition, he was issued
motor vehicle summonses for care-
less driving, an improper lane change,
unclear plates, no valid registration
card in his possession and no valid
insurance card in his possession.

Monday, December 10, Jose
Castellanos-Gonzales, 23, of Dover
was arrested and charged with posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia following a
motor vehicle stop on the Garden State
Parkway 137 Exchange for erratic driv-
ing. Castellanos-Gonzales was pro-
cessed and provided with a municipal
court appearance date.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

UNION COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION

DOCKET NO. F-016192-18
FILE NO: 51333-737

CIVIL ACTION
ORDER SETTING TIME, PLACE

AND AMOUNT OF REDEMPTION

ARIANNA FINANCIAL CORP.
LLC, PLAINTIFF(S) VS.
MOLLY PIGOTT; JOHN DOE,
HUSBAND OF MOLLY
PIGOTT, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS,
DEFENDANT(S)

THIS MATTER being opened to the court
by Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, and it ap-
pearing that default has been entered
against the defendants, MOLLY PIGOTT;
JOHN DOE, HUSBAND OF MOLLY
PIGOTT, SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING
FICTITIOUS;  that plaintiff has produced
before this court tax sale certificate #16-
00002, certified to be a true copy, which
certificate is dated July 28, 2016, and is of
record in the Union County Clerk’s Office
on August 2, 2016, in Book 14129, page
265, as instrument #625779, which covers
Block 64, Lot 9. By assignment dated Feb-
ruary 28, 2018, said tax sale certificate
was assigned to plaintiff, which assign-
ment was recorded in the Union County
Clerk’s Office on March 12, 2018, in book
1440 of assignments, page 707, as instru-
ment #172916. Said certificate, and its
assignment, have been marked Exhibit P-
1 on the part of the plaintiff. More than two
years have elapsed since the sale of said
lands by the Borough of Kenilworth, and
the lands have not been redeemed from
the tax sale; that plaintiff has produced
before this court its Certification showing
that there is due on said tax sale certificate,
together with subsequent taxes and inter-
est, the sum of $35,937.18 as of Novem-
ber 30, 2018; and

IT IS on this 11th day of December,
2018, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that
the amount required to redeem the pre-
mises referred to in the aforementioned
tax sale certificate is the sum of $35,937.18,
which includes the amount due on said tax
sale certificate, subsequent taxes and in-
terest as of November 30, 2018, together
with costs duly taxed in the sum of
$1,408.58. An exact redemption amount
must be obtained from the municipal tax
collector; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the
11th day of February, 2019, during normal

office hours, at the office of the Tax Collec-
tor of the Borough of Kenilworth, 567 Bou-
levard, Kenilworth, New Jersey, be and
the same is hereby fixed as the time and
place for the redemption of the said lands
as described in the complaint and making
up the premises concerning which the
complaint is filed, and that thereupon the
defendant who redeems shall be entitled
to the certificate of tax sale duly endorsed
for cancellation;  and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in de-
fault of the said defendants paying to the
Tax Collector of the Borough of Kenilworth,
and the plaintiff, the said sum, interest and
costs aforesaid, the said defendants stand
absolutely debarred and foreclosed of and
from all right and equity of redemption on,
in and to said lands and premises and
every part thereof, and the plaintiff shall
have an absolute and indefeasible interest
of inheritance in fee simple, to said lands
and premises.  Anything to the contrary
notwithstanding, redemption shall be per-
mitted up until the entry of final judgment
including the whole of the last date upon
which judgment is entered; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that if the
addresses of the defendants are not known,
a copy of this Order or Notice thereof
directed to such defendants shall be pub-
lished in the Westfield Leader, a newspa-
per circulating in Union County, at least
one time, not less than ten days prior to the
date fixed for redemption by this Order;
and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order or a Notice thereof be served
upon the defendants, whose addresses
are known, by mailing to each of them such
a copy or notice not later than ten days
prior to the date fixed for redemption of the
lands and premises by this Order;  and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy
of this Order be delivered to the Tax Col-
lector of the Borough of Kenilworth, and
that said Tax Collector of the Borough of
Kenilworth certify to this Court whether the
premises were or were not redeemed from
the plaintiff’s tax sale certificate in accor-
dance with the terms of this Order.

Hon. Katherine Dupuis, P.J.Ch.
Respectfully Recommended
R.1:34-6 Office of Foreclosure
KEITH A. BONCHI, ESQUIRE –
KAB032321983
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
660 New Road, First Floor
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
Attorneys for Plaintiff
1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $104.04

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, De-
cember 10, 2018 the Planning Board of the
Township of Scotch Plains, Union County,
New Jersey, approved the adoption of
Resolution 18-16, recommending further
action by the Township Council by endors-
ing the Parker Gardens Redevelopment
Plan. The Resolution memorializing said
approval was duly presented and adopted
by said Planning Board at the regular
meeting on December 10, 2018. A copy of
said Resolution has been filed in the office
of the Board and/or the office of the munici-
pal clerk and is available for public inspec-
tion.

Shannon Rapant
Land Use Secretary

1 T - 12/20/18, The Times Fee: $18.36

SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, December 5, police

arrested Terique S. Smith, 29, of
Irvington at his residence. The arrest
came as the result of a weeks-long
investigation into motor vehicle bur-
glaries that were reported at a Martine
Avenue facility. Smith was transported
to police headquarters and charged
with burglary, theft, fraud and credit
card theft. He was processed and re-
leased on a summons.

Tuesday, December 11, David
Rivera, 36, of Plainfield was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of Scotch
Plains. He was processed at police
headquarters.

Tuesday, December 11, a resident of
Alton Way reported an incident of fraud.
Someone attempted to open several
credit cards in the victim’s name. The
matter is under investigation.

Tuesday, December 11, a resident of
Pearl Street reported an incident of fraud.
Someone made a fraudulent claim
against the victim’s insurance company.
The matter is under investigation.

Tuesday, December 11, a resident
of Allenby Lane reported a theft. The
victim stated that several packages
delivered to the home were stolen off
of the front steps. The matter is under
investigation.

Tuesday, December 11, a resident
of Allenby Lane reported a theft. The
victim stated that a package that was
delivered to the home was stolen and
the empty box was located by the
Plainfield Police Department. The
matter is under investigation.

Wednesday, December 12, a resi-
dent of Clinton Lane reported an inci-
dent of fraud. The victim stated that
she noticed fraudulent activity on a
credit report similar to activity she
reported several years ago.

Wednesday, December 12, a resi-
dent of Heritage Lane reported the
theft of a package that was delivered
to her home. The matter is under in-
vestigation.

Thursday, December 13, a resident

of the 1300 block of Martine Avenue
reported the theft of a package which
was delivered to the home. The matter
is under investigation.

Thursday, December 13, a resident
of Breezy Court reported the theft of a
package delivered to the home. The
matter is under investigation.

Thursday, December 13, a resident
of the 1600 block of Rahway Road
reported the theft of a package deliv-
ered to the home. The matter is under
investigation.

Thursday, December 13, a resident
of Essex Road reported the theft of a
package which was delivered to the
home. The matter is under investiga-
tion.

Saturday, December 15, William P.
Praesel, 39, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving under the
influence during a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to police head-
quarters and processed.

Saturday, December 15, a resident
of Donsen Lane reported the theft of
numerous packages which were de-
livered to her home. The matter is
under investigation.

Sunday, December 16, Abigail Pu
Iboy, 21, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with providing false in-
formation to police during a motor
vehicle stop. She was transported to
police headquarters and processed.

Monday, December 17, Lamar R.
Austin, 19, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana during a suspicious motor ve-
hicle investigation. Austin was trans-
ported to police headquarters and pro-
cessed.

Monday, December 17, a resident
of Argyle Court reported the theft of
several packages which were deliv-
ered to her home. The matter is under
investigation.

Monday, December 17, a resident
of Swans Mill Lane reported the theft
of several packages which were deliv-
ered to her home. The matter is under
investigation.

Monday, December 17, several resi-
dents of Autumn Drive reported the
theft of packages which were deliv-
ered to their houses. The matter is
under investigation.

Monday, December 17, a resident
of Round Hill Road reported the theft
of several packages which were deliv-
ered to the home. The matter is under
investigation.

Monday, December 17, a resident
of Rahway Road reported the theft of
a package which was delivered to the
home. The matter is under investiga-
tion.

Monday, December 17, a resident
of Donamy Glen reported the theft of
a package which was delivered to the
home. The matter is under investiga-
tion.

Monday, December 17, Tajir H.
Hurdle, 25, of Plainfield was arrested

and charged with theft. Police noticed
a suspicious motor vehicle in the area,
followed it, and witnessed the driver,
later identified as Hurdle, approach a
house on Clydesdale Road, remove a
package from the front steps and at-
tempt to leave the area. Police con-
ducted a motor vehicle stop, and dur-
ing that investigation placed Hurdle
under arrest. He was transported back
to police headquarters, where he was
charged with theft and held on out-
standing warrants out of Cranford and
the Union County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. After booking procedures,
Hurdle was transported to the Union
County jail.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

COUNTY OF UNION

TAKE NOTICE, that the undersigned will expose for sale at Public Auction, in
accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and locations specified below, the following
motor vehicles which came into the possession of the Scotch Plains Police Department
through abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.

All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.

Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at time
of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.

The public auction shall be held on December 27, 2018 in accordance with the laws of
the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.

The following vehicle may be examined at Frank’s Towing 56 South Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey at 8:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 8:45 am.

MAKE YEAR VIN NO. MINIMUM BID
PONTIAC 2008 1G2AL18F987106173 $3,555.00

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/20/18, The Times Fee: $38.76

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIEDS
The deadline for

placing classified ads
NEXT WEEK  is
Monday, 12/24/18

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:
editor@goleader.com
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RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.

"40+ Years Experience"

CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer

Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor

• Divorce • Domestic Violence
• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases

• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

(908) 232-8787
kaplowlaw@aol.com     richardjkaplow.com

Honor Roll
Roosevelt Intermediate School - 1st Marking Period

Distinguished Honor Roll
8th Grade

Alexander Ainge, Mia Avni, Ryan
Bertsch, Dexter Blake, Alexandra
Bonn, Lauren Booher, Emma Brown,
Kyle Brunt, Brooke Butler, Graydon
Calder, Owen Callahan, Robert
Campagna, Emma Ceraso, Sophia
Cheripka, Alexandra Cicala, Scarlette
Cozzini, Evan Crozier, Elise Curran,
Cooper DelGandio, Christian Dencker,
Gavin Dokko, Bridget Dougherty,
Alexander Duncan, Sutton Factor,
Gaetano Ferrara, Melissa Fiorentino,
Jake Francis, Avry Giordano, Grace
Glenn, Caitlyn Gottlieb, Zoe
Greenzang, Nathaniel Gurland, Julian
Hamilton, William Holland, Grace
Kilbourn, Sarah Kim, Isabella Kofsky,
Sophie Latessa, Sasha Learner, Emily
Leary, Katherine Li, Anna Linenberg,
Cameron Linenberg, Rachel
Malkinzon, Alyssa Martinez, Sylvie
Mauras, Naomi Maurer, Liam
Maurillo, Olivia Mazzola, Lauren
McDonough, Jack Melvin, Sonia
Olson, Zachary Park, Tyler Partridge,
Noah Perez, Samuel Perez, Harrison
Petrovcik, Avery Pierce, Ava Pranke,
Kayleigh Quinn, Heidi Rosely, Krista
Rumpeters, Taylor Saadeh, Grace
Saltzman, Stacey Salz, Leah Shir,
Sophia Simon, Alexander Tilyou, Paul
Tilyou, Cole Turnof, Cara Van Allen,
John Veres, Caitlin Williams, Sophie
Williams, Ryan Williamson, Katherine
Winters, Camille Zimmerman

Honor Roll
8th Grade

Brayden Abo, Nathaniel Ainge,
Miriam Altersohn, Zachary Ashare,
Anabelle Bahadur, Ryan Baker,
Brendan Basile, Micah Berger, Alex
Bergman, Jason Billings, Camille
Blaise, Michael Blake, Charles Bless-
ing, Henry Bloom, Alexandra
Blumstein, Vanessa Borg, Jonathan
Boufarah, Nicholas Brindle, Trey
Brown, Anthony Buoscio, Ava Burke,
Natalie Bushell, Madeline Butler,
Kaitlyn Campagna, Leigh Canavan,
Daniel Cano, Matthew Capone,
Jacqueline Carey, Liam Carno,
Taralynn Cassiba, Daniel Cortese,
Maria Costa, Owen Dembiec, Chris-
tina DiGiorgio, Lily Dickerson, Max-
well Dolling, Alexis Dombalis,
Alexandru Dragnea, Natalia Dragnea,
Ciara Dursee, Ryan Dwan, Jasper
Fitzgerald-Jones, Claire Flagg,
Madeline Fleming, Christina Galdi,
Marco Giannetta, Cameron Gilman,
Brooke Giordano, Caitlin Giordano,
Jared Goldman, Jake Goldstein, Jaylin
Goncalves, Paige Gorczyca, Jonathan
Gorski, Andrew Grushevskiy, Chris-
tian Haviland, Daniel Hazard,
Demetria Heston, Chloe Howard,
Lucas Hubner, Mark Jacobello, Maja
Janas, Bella Jarecki, Audrey Jones,
Abigail Kahn, Jordan Kahn, Eden
Karp, Colin Kavanagh, Dan Kelner,
Brayden Kesselman, Dylan Koch,
Alexander Kolchinsky, Connor
Kotiga, Jonathan Krug, Sarah
LaMonica, Sofia Lanza, Justin
Lipschutz, Grace Loder, Connor
Loggie, Matteo Mancheno, Kathryn
Mangam, Mary Manzo, Mason
Marino, Lillie Martel, Cristian Mar-
tins, Michael McAndrew, Jack
McCormack, Jack McCue, John
McDonald, Ronan McGurn, Eleanor
McLane, Michael Mehler, Peter
Meixner, Abigayle Mitrow, Sophia
Montero, Alexa Mora, Arden
Moscowitz, Varun Nair, Jeremias
Navarrete, Sophia Nicosia-Garcia,
William Oakes, Owen Paul, Michael
Pedersen, Catherine Petrie, Isabella
Pinto, Dimitri Potamousis, Catherine
Puckett, Grace Pugliese, Valeria
Ramirez, Alexa Rappoport, Tyler
Richter, Katherine Riordan, Jayne
Ritter, Madison Robin, Shen Rosen,
Annie Ryan, Patrick Ryan, Quincy
Saadeh, Lucas Savin, Dylan Scanlon,
Annika Schantz, Julia Schneider, Ian
Schultz, Leo Schwartz, Kelly Shen,
Spencer Shore, Andrew Singer,
Michael Siroty, Taylor Spaide, Ethan
Stack, Saylor Stillufsen, Emerson
Stoller, Jorge Suris-Zayas, Lucie
Talmont, Christian Tedesco, Simon
Thompson, Joseph Tortorella, Jenna
Totten, Nikolis Tsavekou, Kaitlyn Tso,

Chase Turnof, Jeffrey Valentine,
Honora Vedder, Renee Vozza, Quinn
Wojcik, Dylan Wragg, Nyah
Wysokowski, Jake Zippler, Dylan
Zwally

Distinguished Honor Roll
7th Grade

Jillian Almendral, Evan Alvarez,
Jack Ancri, Belen Arbelaez, Danielle
Arky, Ava Bandelli, Reed Bienstock,
Kate Bloom, Madeline Caherly, Giada
Cammarano, Jack Chavez, Brianna
Ciotta, Allison Constantinou, Marga-
ret Crooks, Gabriella Cunningham,
Lorenzo Enright, Tatiana Fecowycz,
Natalie Fitzgerald, Ty Flannery,
Corbett Foster, Matthew Friedman,
Lola Geoghan, Sofia Gesser, Isabella
Giacobbe, Kate Giglio, Natalie
Gonzalez, Jacqueline Greyenbuhl,
Andrea Hanchuk, Catherine Heflin,
Nina Heim, Bridget Holland, Cole
Hornbeck, Casey Isser, Alexander
Kim, Samantha Kisztelinski, Max-
well Kocaj, Graham Korins, Christo-
pher Laide, Samantha Lerner, Brady
Longstreet, James Lynch, David
Maimon, Adison Marshall, Peter
Mignemi, Shriya Patel, Gabrielle
Polito, Charlotte Puckett, Ziad Ragab,
Georgia Richman, Riley Roth, John
Ryan, Josh Sackett, Ellie Sacks,
Kailey Sang, Gregory Simpson, Aviva
Solovey, Vendela Surgent, Betheny
Swartz, Andrew Temo, Caroline
Terry, Kaitlin Walsh, Kate Watson,
Dylan Zuckerman

Honor Roll
7th Grade

Domenica Allarde, Andrew
Altobelli, Aidan Alvarez, Andrew
Amman, Kolby Azzaretto, Jack
Barbella, Hudson Berg, Ava Berman,
Nicole Braterman, Benjamin
Brennan, Beckett Calder, Gavin
Callahan, Tristan Callow, Daniel
Capone, Sienna Capuano, Gianna
Castelli, Kieran Ciarletta, Colin
Cimei, Emily Constable, Matthew
Culhane, Grace D’Angelo, Julia
Damashek, Margaret Danenhauer,
Randal Davis, Gabriella Demeter,
Kathryn Duncan, Catherine
Durocher, Alexander Ebel, Samantha
Falzone, Elizabeth Faragi, Katherine
Ferris, Ava Flannery, Jacob Flynn,
Lauren Fuccillo, Devan Gambello,
Anna Garretson, Hannah Gerstel,
Benjamin Goldman, Kevin Gorelick,
Ava Gorski, Francesca Guggino,
Christianne Habayeb, Jacob Hafer,
James Hamilton, James Hanley,
Brendan Healy, Addison Hoeft,
Brooke Horowitz, Maura Hyland,
Thomas Hyland, Sophia Hynes,
Emma Jablonka, Emma Jacobs,
Maya Jayroe, Luke Jordan, Leander
Juraschek, Julianne Kamins, August
Kinch, Charles Kinch, Tatum Kocaj,
Sean Koenke, Maxwell Kurze, Luke
Laczynski, Philip Langhart, Brady
Lenner, Erin Malley, Kenneth
Mangam, Michael Marshall, Coo-
per Martino, Eamon Mason, Daniel
McGann, Emily McGovern, Rowan
McMahill, Elyse McMeekan,
Leressa Menardy, Patrick Miller,
Lucy Mineo, Edward Mitchell,
Juliana Molinelli, Jessica Moore,
Mackenzie Moore, Angelina Mora,
Addison Mulholland, Daniel
Murphy, Isabella Murray, Lily
Norton, Finn O’Keefe, Sophia
Paone, Christopher Parsekian, Mat-
thew Passante, Jaiden Patel, Madan
Patel, Olivia Paulino, Aidan Phillips,
Thomas Pitta, Ava Redman, Keira
Redmond, Justin Ricci, Peter Riley,
Diego Rojas-Cruz, Sara Rooney,
Christopher Rossetti, Kaitlyn
Rossitto, Leanna Rybner, Pierson
Salvador, Anna Salvato, David
Savransky, Maximilian Schreiner,
Bradley Schuster, William Schwartz,
Emily Shabinaw, Charles Sherman,
Christopher Shinners, Rishi Shroff,
Gabrielle Sigmund, Enoch Soh, Lucy
Stemmler, Ashleigh Stewart, Caroline
Sullivan, Juan Suris-Morales, Sienna
Tan, Luke Tennant, Sean Toal, Murray
Topilow, Alexander Valencia, Trent
Valentine, Elizabeth Varano, Chloe
Walpole, Dermot Walpole, Neil
Weiss, Sarah Wiedman, Asher
Wiesen, Josselyn Williams, Benjamin
Wisniewski, Parker Wotanowski

Since the repeal of Prohibition in
1933, federal and state legislatures
have passed laws and spent billions
trying to mitigate the negative out-
comes associated with alcohol abuse.
Despite raising the minimum drink-
ing age to 21, alcohol remains the
most commonly used and abused
drug among youth in the United
States to this day.  New Jersey’s
response to this challenge is to go
local. The Governor’s Council on
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse
(GCADA) funds over 400 Munici-
pal Alliances, serving more than 530
municipalities across the state, in-
cluding Cranford and Westfield.
These volunteer community coali-
tions, guided and administered by
county advisory committees, are
charged with executing three core
functions: policy and planning; pub-
lic education; and prevention pro-
gramming.

Municipal Alliances begin by gath-
ering data. For example, research
into the root causes of underage
drinking in Cranford revealed a low
perception of risk among both youth
and adults, as well as low parental
disapproval of teen drinking in gen-
eral. Cranford’s Alliance members
also noted studies showing that chil-
dren in New Jersey can start experi-
menting with alcohol as young as 10
or 11. This guided the decision to
use their grant funding to support
early intervention with a particular
focus on families. Cranford Alliance
Chair, William llaria, describes the
coalition’s mission: “To create a posi-
tive, loving environment that is in-
tolerant of underage drinking by pro-
viding support to the families,
schools, youth organizations, and
local businesses that do not condone
it. In short, Cranford has declared
that as a community, we will not
provide alcohol or drugs to our young
people and we will not tolerate any-
one else doing so either.”

In order to cultivate such an envi-
ronment, the Cranford Alliance seeks
to partner with organizations that
come into contact with local fami-
lies and youth. Schools, of course,
are the most reliable way to connect
with students and parents. The Alli-
ance donates money towards school

alcohol and drug prevention initia-
tives such as the Red Ribbon Week
and Project Graduation events, as
well as educational classroom pro-
grams like Project Alert, which is
administered by Cranford Police
Juvenile Bureau school resource of-
ficers. On a larger scale, the Alliance
sponsors fun alcohol-free events,
such as the Town-wide BBQ and
National Night Out.

Cranford’s residents also encoun-
ter alcohol prevention messaging in
more casual ways, such as the “21
Means 21” signs posted all over town,
or through talks at Back to School
night, Scout meetings, or sports try-
outs. The Alliance’s Facebook page
supports parents’ efforts to keep their
children drug and alcohol free, shar-
ing ideas for dinnertime conversa-
tion starters and family friendly
events.

Prevention works. The National
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion estimates that over 900 lives a
year have been saved since the drink-
ing age was raised to 21 in the 1980’s.
However, according to the Supervi-
sor of the Cranford Police Juvenile
Bureau, Detective Sergeant Matthew
Nazzaro, education and empower-
ment of juveniles will always trump
enforcement. Sgt. Nazzaro contin-
ues, “Enforcement and ‘arrests’ are
what occur when the substance use
disorder problem has boiled over.
Our goal in the Police Department
Juvenile Bureau is to prevent arrests
by helping our kids understand the
‘why’ behind laws prohibiting un-
derage consumption of alcohol.” Pa-
rental outreach is important as well.
“We need to debunk this perception
about underage consumption and ex-
perimentation being a ‘rite of pas-
sage’. Drinking disorders don’t hap-
pen overnight, and they don’t dis-
criminate. They begin with our youth
in these critical years of social and
physical growth.” The “education
and empowerment” called for in this
mission is directly supported by the
volunteer members of the Cranford
and Westfield Municipal Alliances.

For more information or to join,
please email:
CranfordMunicipalAlliance@gmail.com
or WestfieldAlliance@gmail.com.

Municipal Alliance Minute
A minute of parent information
to help stop teen alcohol abuse

Westfield Students Enjoy
Coding Activities

WESTFIELD -- There was a low
hum of excited voices in the Wash-
ington School library on December
5 as a group of third and fifth grad-
ers took part in Hour of Code activi-
ties during Computer Science Edu-
cation Week.

“I made it,” said one youngster as
he did a little dance in his seat upon
completing a programming level.

Computer code is the basic set of
instructions or rules that a com-
puter understands. Coding is taught
as part of the computer science
courses at Westfield High School.
The Hour of Code project was
started in 2013 by Code.org, a non-
profit organization dedicated to
boosting student interest in pro-
gramming and other computer sci-
ence-related topics.

Across Westfield Public Schools,
media library specialists ran coding
workshops that had students of all
ages using the fundamentals of pro-
gramming to design a game, build
an application, create interactive
stories, produce videos and more.

“I’m going to be a coder when I
grow up,” said an enthusiastic first
grader at Franklin School. “I’m go-
ing to program a robot to program a
robot to program a robot.”

New Jersey Department of Edu-
cation Deputy Assistant Commis-
sioner David Greer visited
Roosevelt Intermediate School on
December 5, as eighth graders used
coding building blocks to program
an animated dance party. Elsewhere
at Roosevelt, sixth graders used a
coding application to send instruc-
tions to a small wireless micro:bit
to create an LED coded design.

“The goal of Hour of Code is to
get students and teachers excited
about computer science,” said
Roosevelt librarian/media special-
ist Megan Lynn. “Students are not
expected to become an expert in an
hour or even a week; however, we
want them to learn that computer
science is fun and creative. Hope-
fully, the program helps students
realize that anyone can learn to
code.”

CODING FUN...Westfield’s Washington School third graders Eleanor Lucas
(left) and Kai Vasquez enjoy coding and programming during Hour of the Code
activities on December 5.

Westfield PTC is Sponsoring Talk On
Understanding Special Education Law

ROBU RUCKUS...In its first tournament of the season, the Westfield Robotics
Team, That Hertz, competed against sixteen other New Jersey robotics teams at
the FIRST Tech Challenge Robo-Ruckus on November 4 at Westfield High
School.

WESTFIELD — Westfield PTC –
Special Education Committee is spon-
soring “Understanding Your Child’s
Rights: Changes, Trends, and Up-
dates in Special Education Law” pre-
sented by Beth C. Manes, Esq., &
Jessica Weinberg, Esq.. The speak-
ing engagement will take place on
Wednesday, January 16, 2019, at 7:30
p.m. at Edison Intermediate School,
Library-2nd Floor, located at 800
Rahway Avenue, Westfield.

An overview of special education
law and changes that impact children
with an IEP and/or those seeking an
IEP will be discussed. The speakers
will facilitate an interactive Q&A and
discussion. This is an opportunity for
the audience to better understand the
rights of students and how to effec-
tively collaborate with the district for
the success of the student.

The guest speakers will address:
Transportation Issues Involving Stu-
dents with Special Needs (Training
of Staff, Medical Requirements);

Restraint and Seclusion (New Re-
porting Requirements); Twice Excep-
tional Students (Definition and
Rights); Questions from the audience.

About the speakers: Beth C.
Manes, Esq., and Jessica Weinberg,
Esq., are New Jersey attorneys
uniquely qualified in the special
needs field. They have represented
parents and school districts alike.
Ms. Weinberg also served as a spe-
cial education mediator with the New
Jersey Department of Education for
over 10 years. Together, they bring
the unique experience of being in-
volved in every aspect of special
needs from IEP and Section 504 ad-
vocacy to estate planning/ special
needs trusts to guardianship. Please
visit their website at: http://
manesweinberg.com .

CEU credits (1.5 credits) will be
offered free of charge.

This program is free and all par-
ents, teachers, and therapists are in-
vited to attend.

SPFHS World Language Honor
Societies Inducts New Members

SCOTCH PLAINS – At Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School on
November 14, a total of 59 students
were inducted into their respective
world language honor societies dur-
ing a ceremony replete with pomp
and circumstance. Flag-bearing of-
ficers led their inductees into the au-
ditorium as cultural music played.
Senior Sophia Iacona, who served as
Master of Ceremonies, introduced the
various guest speakers of the evening.
Senior, Gianna Calligy, representing
the Chinese program, talked about
breaking through her language learn-
ing plateau by putting her language
skills to use when ordering Chinese
dinner for her family. She also shared
that her Mandarin class is often the
highlight of her stressful days in school
and is thankful for the small, tight-
knit learning community that her
teacher, Mrs. Salewski, has provided.
In her speech, Senior, Sophia Iacona
addressed her personal journey with
learning French over the year. She
thanked her teachers and classmates
for always providing meaningful
classroom discussions, interesting
cultural lessons and providing an en-
vironment of French immersion on a
daily basis. She spoke with passion
about how her experiences as a host
family to a French exchange student
and her own visit to France as a junior
have transformed her language abili-
ties and love for everything “French.”
She looks forward to hosting another
exchange student this year and travel-
ing to France once again. Rachella
Carlino spoke about the joy she expe-
rienced when traveling to Italy after
studying Italian for a few years. Be-
cause of her experiences in the class-
room she was proudly able to com-
municate with the locals. She con-
gratulated this year’s Italian induct-
ees and encouraged them all to con-
tinue their studies in Italian language
and culture. The last speaker of the
evening, Brent Mankin, is a current
Senior in the Spanish program at
SPFHS. Brent spoke about how a
family trip to Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina allowed him to apply his years of
studying Spanish in the classroom to
real world situations. In just a short
amount of time he felt comfortable
ordering food, following directions
and asking questions while on their
tour of Iguazu Falls. In his speech he
encouraged this year’s inductees to
take advantage of every resource and
guidance the World Language de-
partment has to offer. He urged stu-
dents to take every opportunity in
class to participate and to use lan-
guage to communicate as best as pos-
sible. Brent ended his speech by say-
ing, “We are living in a time where
cultural division is sadly common-

place; yet, language has the ability to
unify people across borders, and you
represent the best of this district’s
Spanish speakers.”

Representatives of each language
program conducted the induction cer-
emonies for each language entirely in
the target language. These represen-
tatives included: Robert Leonardo
(Chiese), Isaac Wong (Chinese),
Tierra Biussereth (French), Rachel
Tang (French), Sara Barshap (Ital-
ian), Isabella Verga (Italian), Michael
Dieu (Spanish), and Dominick
Lamastra (Spanish).

Chinese Honor Society Inductees
were Catherine Buren, Jake Hahn,
Christopher Tsuchiya, William
Robertson, Justin Verceles, Danielle
Vuono, Chloe Yang, Keri Yang,
Samantha Yip, and Julia Yu.

Inducted into the French Honor
Society were Josephine Cerino, Ca-
rina DelCore, Michaela Genty,
Vanessa Handy, Maria Schmidt,
Meghan Taylor, and Juliet Trifiro.

Italian Honor Society Inductees
included Antoinette Chango, Sarah
Dill, Carly Dvorin, L. Gettler, Mason
Glod, Christina Gubernat, Kyle
Isolda, Lauren Kieltyka, Nicholas
LaFerrara, Valeria Macchini, Amy
Magrino, Lindsey Porchetta, Carly
Spellman.

Inducted into the Spanish Honor
Society were Connor Alchus, Persis
Baah, Alexa Chan, Katherine
Chouinard, Jordan Clement, Nicole
DeFrancesco, Sophie Drapkin, Jes-
sica Eggert, Jennifer Fleck, Jessica
Friebely, Jada Gomillion, Emelyne
Johns, Nicole Kenny, Aleezah
Madraswalla, Clara Masback, James
McNichol, Athena Postlewait, Sophie
Pritchett, Sarah Rata, Sarai Romero,
Cheryl Schneider, Olivia Shih, Bran-
don Weinberg, Jovi Williams, Mor-
gan Wilson, Elena Wollman, Tara
Wolman, Kelly Zimmerman, Rachel
Zucker.

HONORS...Chinese Honor Society Inductees stand above for a photo during the
ceremony held November 14 at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School. Below, the
Italian Honor Society inductees are pictured.

Emily Tinnirella To
Graduate from ESU
MOUNTAINSIDE -- A total of 472

students, including Emily Tinnirella
from Mountainside will receive de-
grees from East Stroudsburg Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania at the Winter
Commencement ceremony on Satur-
day, December 15, at 9:45 a.m. in
Koehler Fieldhouse.

Ms. Tinnirella will graduate with a
B.S. in Hotel Restaurant and Tourism
Management.

There will be 422 bachelor's de-
grees, 46 master's degrees and four
doctoral degree awarded.

goleader.com/subscribe
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HI, SANTA!...Three-year-old Grace Cornell of Fanwood visits with Santa
Claus during the borough’s annual Santa arrival and Christmas tree lighting
on December 2. Many local families attended the festivities to get photos with
Santa and to enjoy cookies, crafts and a serenade by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Chorus. Mayor Colleen Mahr lit the tree with the
assistance of Santa Claus while Susan Schuman led the crowd in a celebration
of the first night of Hanukkah.

Michael Goldstein Becomes
JCC Executive Director

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Jew-
ish Community Center (JCC) of
Central New Jersey recently an-
nounced the appointment of its new
executive director,
Michael Goldstein.

Mr. Goldstein joined
the JCC 14 years ago
and has served in many
capacities. He held
leadership roles in the
JCC’s Teen Depart-
ment, and for more than
nine years was the
camp director for
Camp Yachad,  the
JCC’s summer camp.
Most recently,  he
served as chief operat-
ing officer, overseeing
the day-to-day manage-
ment of JCC opera-
tions, facilities, safety and security
and IT systems.

In his new role as executive di-
rector, Mr. Goldstein brings a deep
understanding of the JCC, a pas-
sion for its mission and a loyalty to
staff, volunteers and members.

“I want to be sure that our JCC
remains an accessible, inclusive
and welcoming place for everyone
in our community,” said Mr.
Goldstein. “I am very excited to
have the opportunity to lead our

strong JCC community as we em-
bark on our next steps.”

Peter Weissbrod, JCC board
president, commented, “We were

thrilled to be able to
promote from within.
Mike has been an inte-
gral part of our JCC
for so many years. His
experience overseeing
the agency’s facilities
and operations will
serve him well as he
transitions to executive
director.”

Mr.  Goldstein,  a
former professional
musician,  holds a
Master ’s Degree in
Musicology from
Eastman School of
Music at the Univer-

sity of Rochester. He still loves to
perform at the JCC and outside
venues. He lives in Fanwood with
his wife and their two daughters.

The JCC of Central New Jersey
is located at 1391 Martine Avenue,
Scotch Plains. It is a constituent
agency of the Jewish Federation of
Greater MetroWest NJ, United Way
of Greater Union County and the
Westfield United Fund. Financial
assistance is available for mem-
bership and various programs.

Michael Goldstein

Red Cross Announces
Upcoming Blood Drives

AREA — The American Red
Cross urgently needs blood and
platelet donors to make an appoint-
ment now to help ensure patients
can get the treatment they need at a
moment’s notice. A seasonal de-
cline in donations occurs from
Thanksgiving to New Year’s Day
when donors get busy with family
gatherings and travel. In addition,
severe winter weather can cause
blood drive cancellations and nega-
tively affect the blood supply.

In Union County, blood drives
are scheduled as follows:

Rahway — Thursday, Decem-
ber 27, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Knights of
Columbus Council No. 1146, 80
W. Inman Avenue.

Westfield — Monday, Decem-
ber 31, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, 140
Mountain Avenue.

Cranford — Friday, January 11,
1 to 6 p.m., Calvary Tabernacle,
69 Myrtle Street.

Clark — Sunday, January 13, 10
a.m. to 3 p.m., Clark Volunteer Emer-
gency Squad, 875 Raritan Road.

Individuals can make an appoint-
ment to donate blood and platelets
by downloading the free American
Red Cross Blood Donor App, vis-
iting RedCrossBlood.org or call-
ing 1-(800)-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767).

As a special thank you for help-
ing meet the urgent need, those
who come to give December 20
through January 6 will receive a
long-sleeved Red Cross T-shirt,
while supplies last.

All blood types are needed to
ensure a reliable supply for pa-
tients. A blood donor card or
driver’s license or two other forms
of identification are required at
check-in. Individuals who are age

17 in most states (16 with parental
consent where allowed by state
law), weigh at least 110 pounds
and are in generally good health
may be eligible to donate blood.
High-school students and other
donors 18 years of age and younger
also have to meet certain height
and weight requirements.

Blood and platelet donors can
save time at their next donation by
using RapidPass® to complete their
pre-donation reading and health
history questionnaire online, on
the day of their donation, before
arriving at the blood drive. To get
started, follow the instructions at
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass or
use the Blood Donor App.

Another way to support the life-
saving mission of the American
Red Cross is to become a volunteer
transportation specialist and de-
liver lifesaving blood products to
local area hospitals. Volunteer
transportation specialists play a
very important role in ensuring an
ample blood supply for patients in
need by transporting blood and
blood products. For more informa-
tion and to apply for a volunteer
transportation specialist position,
contact or visit rdcrss.org/driver.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

BOND ORDINANCE NO. 2018-37

 STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey on
December 11, 2018 and the 20-day period
of limitation within which a suit, action or
proceeding questioning the validity of such
ordinance can be commenced, as pro-
vided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to
run from the date of the first publication of
this statement. Copies of the full ordinance
are available at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk’s office for
members of the general public who re-
quest the same. The summary of the terms
of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE:  BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE UNDER-
TAKING OF THE CONSTRUC-
TION PHASE OF THE UP-
GRADING OF SANITARY
SEWER PUMP STATIONS IN,
BY AND FOR THE SEWER
UTILITY OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPRO-
PRIATE THE SUM OF
$2,390,000 TO PAY THE COST
THEREOF, TO AUTHORIZE
THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS
TO FINANCE SUCH APPRO-
PRIATION AND TO PROVIDE
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES
IN ANTICIPATION OF THE
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Undertaking of the con-
struction phase of the upgrading of the
Raritan Road and Lamberts Mill Road
Sanitary Sewer Pump Stations in, by and
for the Sewer Utility of the Township.

Appropriation:  $2,390,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $2,390,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated:  $-0-
Section 20 Costs:  $166,000
Useful Life:  40 years

BOZENA LACINA
Township Clerk

Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 12/20/18, The Times Fee: $49.98

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-011579-18
FILE NO. 25374-18

NOTICE TO REDEEM

US BANK C/F TOWER DBW V
TRUST 20151; PLAINTIFF VS.
LEE P. TOUCHEQUE; LINDA
TOUCHEQUE, WIFE OF LEE
P. TOUCHEQUE; MVS INVES-
TORS, LLC; GMAC N/K/A
ALLY FINANCIAL INC.; FIRST
RESOLUTION CORP; RAB
P E R F O R M A N C E
RECOVIERIES LLC;
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: FIRST RESOLUTION CORP;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order

made on December 11, 2018, the Supe-
rior Court Fixed February 11, 2019, or the
next business day, between regular busi-
ness hours, at the office of the Tax Collec-
tor of HILLSIDE, located at 1409 LIBERTY
AVENUE, HILLSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07205
as the time and place when and where you
may pay to the plaintiff the amount so
found due for principal and interest on its
certificate of tax sale as follows:

LOT 3 BLOCK 505 on the tax duplicate
of HILLSIDE. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 15-059 is
$34,313.81, together with interest from
Novmeber 30, 2018 and costs of $1,423.34.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $49.47

HOLIDAY GOODIES...Members of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield
deliver holiday gift bags to veterans at the Lyons Veterans Medical Center.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Mary Lou Nolas, Richard and Jeanie Pelikan and
Betty Gulino. Not pictured is Marty Gulino, who also participated in delivering
the holiday bags.

Rake and Hoe Club Delivers
Holiday Gift Bags to Vets

WESTFIELD — Every year,
members of the Rake and Hoe Gar-
den Club of Westfield prepare holi-
day gift bags for the veterans at
Lyons Veterans Medical Center.

This year, Betty Gulino coordinated
the collection and delivery of 131 holi-
day gift bags donated by club mem-
bers. These gift bags are designed to
bring holiday cheer, coupled with
thanks and well wishes, to the veterans
who have served their country.

To read more about Lyons Veter-
ans Medical Center and the services
it provides for United States military
veterans, visit newjersey.va.gov/.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club is
affiliated with the Garden Club of
New Jersey and the National Garden

Club, Inc. The club meets on the
second Wednesday of the month, at
noon, at the Scotch Hills Country
Club in Scotch Plains. Membership
is open to residents of Westfield and
surrounding towns. For more infor-
mation, call Jeanne Marie Ryan at
(908) 654-0271 or visit the club’s
website, rakeandhoe.org, or its
Facebook page.

Mary Robinson Is Elected
ACAP Trustee Bd. President

Mary Robinson

WESTFIELD AREA — The
Academy of Clinical and Applied
Psychoanalysis (ACAP) has an-
nounced the appointment
of Mary Robinson as
president of the board of
trustees. Ms. Robinson
has served on the board
since 2010 and has
served on the Develop-
ment Committee and
chaired the Governance
Committee.

A resident of Madi-
son, Ms. Robinson is a
graduate of ACAP and
is the executive direc-
tor and founder of Imag-
ine, A Center for Coping with Loss,
located in Mountainside. She also
is the founder and former execu-
tive director of Good Grief, now
located in  Morr is town.  Ms.
Robinson has over 35 years of
business, management, technical,
and training expertise in both the
corporate and nonprofit sectors.
She holds a Bachelor of Arts in
English, a Master of Arts in Ap-
plied Psychoanalysis and is a cer-
tified thanatologist.

“My association with ACAP be-
gan in 2007 when I took my first
course, ‘Nurturing Resilience in
Children and Adolescents,’ with Dr.
Patricia Bratt,” said Ms. Robinson.
“The course made a profound dif-
ference in my understanding of hu-
man behavior and motivation and
how to help children become more
resilient, which was and is a per-
sonal passion of mine.

“I went on to get my master’s

degree at ACAP and to serve on the
board and numerous committees,
compelled by the transformation I

experienced in my life
personally and the ap-
plicability of my stud-
ies in my professional
and personal life,” she
continued.

“We are thrilled to
have Ms. Robinson in
a leadership role on
the board,” said Dr.
Vicki Semel, execu-
tive director of ACAP.
“Her breadth of non-
profit and board ex-
perience, combined

with her commitment and passion
for our mission, is exactly what is
needed at this time.”

In addition to running a sliding-
scale mental health clinic, and
iStrive, a program for youth on
the Autism Spectrum who are ag-
ing out of traditional services,
ACAP offers graduate, post-
graduate, certificate and continu-
ing-education classes in psycho-
dynamic studies and mental health
counseling at its Livingston cam-
pus and through distance learn-
ing. ACAP is nationally accred-
ited by the American Board for
Accreditation in Psychoanalysis.

ACAP offers alternative paths
to mental health careers, as well
as courses meeting continuing edu-
cation requirements, to enhance
clinical skills, or for personal
growth for individuals in educa-
tion, medicine, business, the
clergy, parents and the arts, who
seek something different from tra-
ditional programs in psychology,
social work, counseling or psy-
chodynamic training.

For more information about
ACAP, call (973) 629-1001 or visit
acapnj.org.

Library Offers
Online Learning

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library is offering resi-
dent cardholders a free subscription
to Lynda.com, an online learning
platform that helps anyone learn busi-
ness, software applications, technol-
ogy and creative skills to achieve
personal and professional goals.

Users have access to a video li-
brary of courses taught by recognized
industry experts. There currently are
more than 4,000 courses available,
with hundreds of new videos added
every month. Users can watch the
content on their computer, tablet,
mobile device or even on a smart TV.

With the Lynda.com app, courses
can be downloaded for offline
viewing so users can learn any-
time, anywhere. To set up an ac-
count, visit the library’s website at
scotl ib.org and log into the
Lynda.com portal with one’s library
card number and PIN number.

Lynda.com further enhances the
Scotch Plains Public Library’s already
extensive collection of lifelong learn-
ing tools. The library has resources
that can take individuals from home-
work help, to college entrance prep, to
graduate and occupational exam prep,
through job search skills, all the way to
workplace skills and technology.

Participants also can learn almost any
language, enrich their hobbies and pur-
sue personal interests. For more infor-
mation and assistance, contact the Ref-
erence Desk at (908) 322-5007, exten-
sion no. 204, or library@scotlib.org.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is lo-
cated at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE                    PUBLIC NOTICE

of law.
Bidders must use the prepared bid form

which is contained in the Contract Docu-
ments. Each individual proposal must be
separately enclosed in a sealed envelope
addressed to the Township Clerk, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076 marked on the outside with the
name of the contract of the project being
bid on.

No bids will be received after the time
and date specified, and no bids will be
received by mail. Bids shall be received by
courier service (date and time recorded) or
shall be hand delivered. The Ownershall
award the Contract or reject all bids within
60 days of bid opening, except that the
bids of any bidderswho consent thereto
may, at the request of the Owner, be held
for consideration for such longer period as
may be agreed.

The Owner will evaluate bids and any
award will be made to the lowest, respon-
sive, responsible bidder in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4. The Owner re-
serves the right to reject any or all bids and
to waive minor informalities or irregulari-
ties in bids received.

The qualification and reclassification of
bidders will be subject to the statutory
provisions contained in N.J.S.A. 40A:1 1-
25 to 32 (“Local Public Contract Law”).

All bid security except the security of the
three apparent lowest responsible bidders
shall be returned, unless otherwise re-
quested by the bidder, within ten (1 0) days
after the opening of the bids, Sundays and
holidays excepted, and the bids of the
bidders whose bid security is returned
shall be considered withdrawn.

Each bidder must submit with his bid a
signed certificate stating that he owns,
leases or controls all the necessary equip-
ment required to accomplish the work
shown and described in the Contract Docu-
ments. Should the bidder not be the actual
owner or leasee of such equipment, his
certificate shall state the source from which
the equipment will be obtained and, in
addition, shall be accompanied by a signed
certificate from the owner or person in
control of the equipment definitely grant-
ing to the bidder the control of the equip-
ment required during such time as may be
necessary forthe completion of that por-
tion of the Contract for which it is neces-
sary. The bidder shall comply with the
documentation requirements set forth in
the Article of the Information for Bidders,
entitled, ‘Bidder Submissions”.

The successful bidder will be required to
submit bonds and proof of insurance on or
before execution of their respective Con-
tracts as explained in the Contract Docu-
ments.

Bidders are required to comply with all
relevant Federal and State Statutes, Rules
and Regulations including but not limited

to the applicable provisions of Title VI of
the Civil RightsActof 1964, as amended
(42 USC 2000d-2000D-4A), the discrimi-
nation and affirmative action provisions of
N.J.S.A. 10:2-1 through 10:2-4, the New
Jersey Law against Discrimination,
N.J.S.A. 10:5-1, et seq., the rules and
regulations promulgated pursuant thereto,
the State requirement for bidders to supply
statements of ownership (N.J.S.A. 52:25-
24.2) and the State requirement for sub-
mission of the names and addresses of
certain subcontractors (N.J .S.A. 40A-11-
16).

The Contract Documents may be re-
viewed online at no cost at
www.bidset.com/mott or at the Township
of Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains between the
hours of 8:30 am. and 4:00 p.m. beginning
Friday, December, 21, 2018. The Con-
tract Documents may be obtained by any
prospective bidder upon payment of the
fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) for each set of
full-sized drawings with specifications by
calling 1-877-424-3738 or by online re-
quest. Shipping charges are additional
and variable depending upon the pick-up
or delivery option selected by the pur-
chaser. Bid documents cannot be obtained
at the Scotch Plains Township Municipal
Building or at Mott MacDonald’s office.
The printing cost is not refundable.

Pursuant to N.JS.A. 10:5-31 et seq.,
bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975 c. 127, NJAC
17:27.

Each Bidder must submit with his bid an
“Ownership Disclosure Statement” and
“Non-Collusion Affidavit” on the forms in-
cluded in the Contract Documents.

Bidders and their subcontractors of any
tier must comply with all applicable provi-
sions of the Public Works Contractor Reg-
istration Act, P.L. 1999, c. 238 (N.J.S.A.
34:11-56.48) and the New Jersey Prevail-
ing Wage Act (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25).

Pursuant to P.L. 2009, c.315 (N.J.S.A.
52:32-44) effective January 18, 2010, all
business organizations that conduct busi-
ness with a New Jersey government
agency are required to be registered with
the State of New Jersey. Bidders and their
subcontractors must submit proof that they
are registered with the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Treasury, Division of Revenue by
submitting a copy of their Business Regis-
tration Certificate prior to Contract award.

It is the purpose of this Notice to Bidders
to summarize some of the more important
provisions of the Contract Documents. Pro-
spective bidders are cautioned not to rely
solely on this summary, but to read the
Contract Documents in their entirety.

By Order of the Township of Scotch
Plains

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk
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TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed
bids will be received by the Township of
Scotch Plains (hereinafter called the
“Owner’) for:

BROOKSIDE PARK
PLAYGROUND AND RESTROOM
BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS CON-

TRACT NO. E2018-5

Sealed bids for the above named Con-
tract, which comprises the replacement of
an existing playground and construction of
a new prefabricated restroom building and
associated site improvements at Brookside
Park in the Township of Scotch Plains will
be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena
Lacina, Township Clerk) on or before, Tues-
day, January 22nd, 2018 at 10:00 a.m.
prevailing time, at which time they will be
publicly unsealed and the contents pub-
licly announced.

The work includes the furnishing of all
labor, materials, and equipment neces-
sary to complete the work as shown on the
Drawings and as described in the Specifi-
cations. The work consists of the removal
of existing playground structures, and as-
sociated improvements, installation of new
surfacing and curbing (Playground struc-
tures to be separately purchased and in-
stalled under state contract), installation of
a new pre-fabricated restroom building,
utility connections (electric, water, sewer).
The work also includes asphalt pavement
replacement and drainage improvements.
The work is located within Brookside Park
along Hetfield Avenue and includes: site
work, plumbing, electric, and general con-
struction. The work shall be completed
within 150 calendar days of the Contractor’s
receipt of written Notice to Proceed.

No bid will be received unless in writing
on the forms furnished, and unless accom-
panied by bid security in the form of a bid
bond, cashier’s check, or a certified check
made payable to the Township of Scotch
Plains in an amount equal to 10% of the
amount of the total bid, but not exceeding
$20,000.

The bid shall be accompanied by a Cer-
tificate of Surety on the form included in the
Contract Documents, from a surety com-
pany licensed to do business in the State
of New Jersey, which shall represent that
the surety company will provide the Con-
tractor with the required bonds in the sums
required in the Contract Documents and in
a form satisfactory to the Owner’s Attorney
and in compliance with the requirements

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 17th day of
December, the Zoning Board of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in the County of Union
took the following actions:

1. Application ZBA-18-026: Granted
approval to Jeffrey and Lynne Baumann,
applicants, to permit construction of an
addition to improve an existing side entry
and enlarge an existing bathroom. The
size of the proposed addition is 3 feet 6
inches x 9 feet 8 1/2 inches (or approxi-
mately 34 square feet). The minimum side
yard setback is 7 feet where 4.3 feet is
proposed §255-34 Attachment 1, Sched-
ule 1, on Block 160, Lot 24, as designated
on the Township Tax Map also known as
468 Orchard Street in the R-4 zone.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $20.91

The American Red Cross shelters,
feeds and provides emotional sup-
port to victims of disasters; supplies
about 40 percent of the nation’s blood;
teaches skills that save lives; pro-
vides international humanitarian aid;
and supports military members and
their families. The Red Cross is a not-
for-profit organization that depends
on volunteers and the generosity of
the American public to perform its
mission. For more information, visit
RedCross.org or
CruzRojaAmericana.org, or visit the
Red Cross on Twitter at @RedCross.

Passes Available to MoMA,
Brooklyn Botanic Garden

FANWOOD — Just in time for the
holidays, library cardholders in Fanwood
and Scotch Plains can borrow free passes
to the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA)
and the Brooklyn Botanic Garden.

The MoMA pass admits five people
for free and allows three additional visi-
tors to enter for $5 each. The pass also
gives on-site discounts and free admis-
sion to films. Current exhibits feature

Bruce Nauman and Charles White.
Entrance to the Brooklyn Botanic

Garden also is free. It includes visits to
the extensive indoor pavilions of tropi-
cal and aquatic plants, orchids and
bonsai trees.

Each month the Museum News high-
lights current exhibits at more than 15
museums and other cultural organiza-
tions. Requests to subscribe to the
news should be sent to
annette.romad@gmail.com.

MuseumPass is a joint effort by the
Friends of the Fanwood Memorial and
the Scotch Plains Public libraries
(thejointlibrary.org/museumpass/).
Passes can be borrowed only at the
Scotch Plains Public Library.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TAKE NOTICE that on the 17th day of
December, 2018, the Zoning Board of the
Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following actions:

Reorganization Meeting
scheduled for

Monday, January 7, 2019 at 8:00 p.m.

Jeffrey Pistol
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/20/18, The Leader Fee: $12.75
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THE VOICE...Marion Drew, Director of Choral & Theater Activities at Mount
Saint Mary Academy in Watchung, reported that four members of the Academy’s
Chorale, who competed during the weekend of December 8 for acceptance into the
Central Jersey Region Chorus, Victoria Coey of Flemington, Maggie Coleman of
Bernardsville, Michelle Colman of Scotch Plains, and Jerrine George of Edison,
auditioned with 600 of New Jersey's best singers for 300 coveted spots and will be
performing in February at the CJMEA Chorus concert. Pictured, left to right, are:
Maggie, Victoria, Jerrine and Michelle.

Grammy Winner Jon Secada
To Perform at Enlow Hall

HILLSIDE - Kean Stage has an-
nounced Grammy Award winner Jon
Secada has been added to its roster
of world-class entertainment for the
2018/19 season.
Mr. Secada is
slated to close out
the season with a
concert at Kean
U n i v e r s i t y ’ s
Enlow Recital
Hall on Saturday,
May 4, 2019.

 With a career
spanning over two
decades, three
Grammy Awards,
20 million albums
sold and starring
roles on Broad-
way, Jon Secada
is recognized as an international
superstar by both fans and peers
alike for his soulful and melodic
voice.

Mr. Secada has scored numerous
hits in both English and Spanish,
establishing him as one of the first
bilingual artists to have international
crossover success. He is known for
his romantic melodies, including
“Just Another Day,” “Do You Be-
lieve in Us,” “Angel, I’m Free” and
“Do You Really Want Me”.

 The Cuban-born singer/
songwriter has also written hits for
other artists including Jennifer
Lopez, Ricky Martin and Gloria
Estefan, for whom he started out as

a backup singer. Mr. Secada has
performed with Luciano Pavarotti,
recorded with Frank Sinatra and
starred in the hit Broadway musi-

cals Grease ,
Cabaret and Jo-
seph and the
A m a z i n g
T e c h n i c o l o r
Dreamcoat.

 In 2011, the
Cuban-American
community of
Union City hon-
ored Mr. Secada
with a star on the
Walk of Fame in
Celia Cruz Plaza.

 Jon Secada
will perform at
7:30 p.m. Satur-

day, May 4, 2019, at Enlow Recital
Hall, located at 215 North Avenue,
Hillside  Tickets can be purchased
at the Kean Stage Box Office in
Wilkins Theatre at Kean Univer-
sity, 1000 Morris Avenue, Union,
by phone at (908) 737-7469 or at
www.keanstage.com.

Jon Secada

WHS Band Christmas Tree
Collection Sign Ups Open

WESTFIELD – Sign up early to
have your Christmas tree removed
by Westfield students is the mes-
sage from the music department at
Westfield High School.

The yearly January collection by
the Westfield High School Band and
Choir students is oversubscribed ev-
ery year and many residents miss out
because they try to register too late.

For just $20, the music students
will remove your Christmas tree
from the curbside outside your home
on Sunday, January 6, and take it to
the Conservation Center.

To make a reservation, email
www.westfieldxmastree.com. Res-
ervations will not be accepted after
December 31, and may have to close

earlier if too many requests are
made.

Trees should be placed at the
curbside at the front of your home
by 9 a.m. on January 6 with cash or
a check (made out to WHS Music)
for $20 attached to the tree or placed
in your mailbox.

This fundraiser supports over 400
Westfield music students in reaching
their musical goals throughout the
school year by providing funding for
equipment, clinicians and perfor-
mance trips.

If you have questions regarding the
collection, email
whsxmas@gmail.com or contact
WHS Band Director Chris Vitale at
(908) 789-4500, ext. 4551.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Watching director Wash
Westmoreland’s Colette, about the
life and times of Gabrielle Colette,
the heralded French literary figure
whose celebrated “Claudine” novels
were published under her husband’s
name, I feared I wasted my life by
never having moved to Paris. Such
hyperbolic self-examination, while
exaggerated for my own literary pur-
poses here, is nonetheless proof of
what a fine period piece this film is.
Still, while boasting Keira Knightley
in a superb title portraiture, those
indifferent to belles-lettres and avant-
garde sensibilities need not apply.

Truth be told, even this foppish
reviewer felt that fifteen or so min-
utes of this studiously etched biogra-
phy might have been lopped off with-
out serious detriment. But oh, the
depicted enchantment of Paris in the
late 19th Century…now that’s the place
to be if you feature yourself in the
business of turning a phrase. Art di-
rection and set design splendidly re-
alized through an understated, mat-
ter-of-fact sense of realism epitomize
what we imagine when speaking of
escaping to the movies. Sit here, out-
side a café, eating a baguette, and
being so je ne sais quoi.

The stage set, the topics are univer-
sal, only maybe even more so. While
there’s no discounting the importance
of a certain amount of present-
mindedness when delving into a pre-
vious era, Colette’s insight-filled look
at feminist issues intelligently reminds
that we’ve come a long, but certainly
not a long enough way, baby. Repre-
senting what it means to be stultified
by outdated mores and folkways spe-
cifically instituted to aggrandize their
oppressors, it has been brave women
like Colette who have steadily chis-
eled away at the shackles that con-
strained them.

It is unlike any other revolution in
that the insurgent, while petitioning
for her cause, is in the tricky position
of wanting to preserve much of a
society that has otherwise sought to
perpetuate her 2nd class citizenship.
All of which might explain why there’s
a whole group of women who, as
evidenced by their voting habits,
would rather be Adam’s rib than a
full-fledged, independent-thinking
Eve. Tsk, tsk. Such are the inequities
of socialization. But while ladies of
the status quo are painted in literature
as sad figures, being a firebrand like
Colette takes a bunch of chutzpah.

In good part, Colette symbolizes
the power we hope humans possess,
the mental acumen to progressively
evolve into whatever our touted big
brain can imagine. Flip the right syn-
apse and perhaps we’ll even be able
to fly. What do birds have on us,
anyway? In any case, the idea is that
Colette, born Sidonie-Gabrielle
Colette, circa 1873, in the village of
Saint-Saveur, province of Burgundy,
while doubtlessly motivated by per-
sonal ambition, was, in the process of
her fight for literary equality, a hu-
manitarian whose goals dovetailed
with reformist ideology.

So, voila, if you’ll pardon my
French, there it is, integral to this
memoire, the resurging feminist call
for common sense …in this case a
historical stepping stone to literary
progress. It shouts, ‘Throw off your
prejudices and welcome into the
fold the other half of civilization.’
Miss Knightley’s Colette, efferves-
cent and powerful but sweet, as-
tutely embodies the victim of male
chauvinistic provincialism. All she
wants is a fair shake. So it is oppor-
tune that whether by chance, intu-
ition or perseverance, she picks the
right man as a conduit to her self-
actualization.

Oh, it doesn’t start that way…not
consciously. It’s actually quite ro-
mantic in a French, Gilded Age sort
of way. He, Henry Gauthier-Villars,
but known as Willy, is already an
established figure among the
literati…a dashing, privileged rake
known in all the best homes and all
the questionable nightspots. So it
shocks the salon crowd when he
weds the seemingly
unpresumptuous country girl with-
out the sake of a dowry that would
at least uncloak his motive. While a

product of his time, he’s open-
minded in that French, Lautrecian
sort of way.

Although it all eventually leads to
Colette ghosting Willy to great liter-
ary renown via the “Claudine” sto-
ries, a semi-fictionalized recounting
of her experiences from childhood
on, it’s the behind-the-scenes syn-
ergy and how it ultimately facilitates
Colette’s self-fulfillment that ingra-
tiates us most. Dominic West as the
bon vivant spouse torn between the
naughty joys of bachelorhood he’s
loath to relinquish and what it’ll take
to please the love of his life epito-
mizes the hormonal hypocrisy that
stands in the way of a level playing
field for men and women.

My big sister Anne has often
opined that if a couple doesn’t fight
now and then, someone is dominat-
ing. Well, there’s no fear of that in
this authentic look at marriage. The
sparks fly, intellectually, that is. Ar-
gument makes way for revelation.
Showing how the seeds of great
change are often sown at home,
Colette smartly informs that La Dif-
ference means anything but unequal.

…
Colette, rated R, is a Bleecker Street

Media release directed by Wash
Westmoreland and stars Keira
Knightley, Dominic West and Fiona
Shaw. Running time: 111 minutes.

Colette
Liberté, Égalité and Literature

3 popcorns

YOUNG ARTISTS...Congratulations to the winners of the first annual Lower
School Ornament Design Contest at The Wardlaw+Hartridge (W+H) School in
Edison. Pictured with Lower School Head Silvia Davis are: Noah Hollins of
Westfield, Siddharth Selvaraj of Edison and Eesha Gadde of Edison. Students
were required to create an ornament with a W+H theme. Entries were judged by
a faculty panel and winners were selected in three age groups: PreK-JK, K-Grade
2 and Grades 3-5. The winning designs were printed on a ceramic ornament.

SHOWCASING TALENT...Students sing at the W+H Upper School Winter
Concert. From left, back row: Pooja Nandhyala of Edison, Kallie Schildge of
Westfield, John Papetti of Elizabeth. Front row: Matangi Melpakkam of
Piscataway, Alexandra Guillen of Rahway and Tiffany Yu of Colonia.

Wardlaw+Hartridge Students Display
Artistic Talents in Winter Show

AREA -- Upper School students at
The Wardlaw+Hartridge School in
Edison showcased their work in the
fine and performing arts at the Winter
Art Show and Concert held on De-
cember 6.

 Art students embraced the Still Life
theme and took a unique approach to
create various works for guests to
peruse and enjoy. Using different tech-

niques including collage, pencil and
watercolors, the students combined
printmaking, drawing and design.

 The concert included perfor-
mances by the Jazz Band, Mad Jazz
ensemble, Concert Band and Concert
Choir. Among the highlights were
Mad Jazz’s New Year’s Day, the Jazz
Band’s Dreamsvilleand the Concert
Choir’s finale White Christmas.

WHS Musicians Selected for
CJMEA Region II Band

WESTFIELD — Eleven student
musicians from Westfield High
School (WHS) will perform with the
Central Jersey Music Educators As-
sociation (CJMEA) Region II Band
in January, after rigorous auditions
that included the top musical talent
from high schools in Hunterdon,
Monmouth, Mercer, Somerset,
Middlesex and Union counties.

Selected to perform with the CJMEA
Region II Band are: Kailey Zhao, Bas-
soon, Aprina Wang, French Horn,
Valerie Chang, Oboe, Tia Lemberg,
Oboe, Ian Gurland, Percussion, Robert
Strauss, Piccolo, Conor Daly, Trom-

bone, Austin Chen, Trumpet, Duncan
Cook, Trumpet, Bryan Raber, Trum-
pet, Max Tennant, Trumpet.

“We are extremely proud of the ac-
complishments of these 11 dedicated
musicians. The process for preparing
for a region band audition begins in
May and each one of these students
showed an extreme amount of dedica-
tion to their instrument throughout that
process,” said WHS Director of Bands
Christopher Vitale. “We are excited for
them to represent our school and band
program at this year’s region concerts
and wish them the best of luck in their
all-state audition in mid-January.”

IN THE BAND...ElevenWestfield High School students will perform with the
CJMEA Region II Band in January. Pictured, left to right, are, first row: Max
Tennant, Austin Chen, Tia Lemberg, Aprina Wang, Ian Gurland. Second row:
Duncan Cook, Bryan Raber, Kailey Zhao, Robert Strauss, Conor Daly. Not
pictured: Valerie Chang.

Follies Audition Dates
Announced by WCP

WESTFIELD — Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) will be holding
auditions for its May 2019 production
of Follies, a musical by Stephen
Sondheim and book by James Goldman,
on Sunday, January 27, from 7 to 9:30
p.m. and Monday, January 28, from 7 to
9:30 p.m. Call-backs, if needed will be
Tuesday, January 29, from 7 to 9:30
p.m. Auditions are held at WCP, 1000
North Avenue West, Westfield.

The cast consists of 11 females and
eight males and an ensemble. Those
interested in auditioning can visit the
WCP website for role descriptions and
audition requirements at
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org/
WCPauditions.html. There is a pre-
audition form available.

Follies is being directed by Ed
Bontempo, produced by Steve
Lemenille and Kay Macrae, with musi-
cal direction by Bruce De LaCruz and
choreography by Nataie Dee.

The story concerns a reunion in a
crumbling Broadway theatre, scheduled

for demolition, of the past performers of
the “Weismann’s Follies,” a musical re-
vue that played in that theatre between
the World Wars. It focuses on two
couples, Buddy and Sally Durant
Plummer and Benjamin and Phyllis
Rogers Stone, who are attending the
reunion. Sally and Phyllis were showgirls
in the Follies. Both couples are deeply
unhappy with their marriages. Buddy, a
traveling salesman, is having an affair
with a girl on the road; Sally is still as
much in love with Ben as she was years
ago; and Ben is so self-absorbed that
Phyllis feels emotionally abandoned.
Several of the former showgirls perform
their old numbers, sometimes accompa-
nied by the ghosts of their former selves.
The musical numbers in the show have
been interpreted as pastiches of the styles
of the leading Broadway composers of
the 1920s and 1930s, and sometimes as
parodies of specific songs.

Production dates for Follies are:
March 12, 16, 22, 23, 2019 at 8 p.m.;
March 17, 2019 at 2 p.m.
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Wishing You a Joyous Holiday Season and a 
Happy, Healthy New Year

COOPER GRODIN
Phantom, Les Mis, Zorro

MARIA FAILLA
Cats, Evita, Sound of Music

SINGIN’ AND DANCIN’ WITH THE STARS
MONDAY, DEC. 31, 2018 at 7pm – 9pm  |  WHS, WESTFIELD

908-232-9400  |  www.njfestivalorchestra.org

Dance Theatre 
of Harlem’s 
Da’von Doane 
and friends

Union County Performing Arts
Center’s ICON 2018 Named

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY - Five years ago, Brian
Remo, the Artistic Director of the
Union County Performing Arts Center
(UCPAC) in Rahway, woke up, smoked
a cigarette and came up with a plan for
a singing contest he called Fearless
ICON. He has since given up the

smokes, but jokingly says that the
dream lives on. On December 9, sing-
ing sensation Jared Milian won the
title of ICON 2018 and joined the four
other winners who now have dubbed
themselves “The Fab Five.”

And fabulous they are. I have been
privileged to judge the finals in four of
the five yearly finals and have seen the

fierce competition they face. The
judges come from all backgrounds –
bankers, performers, musicians, di-
rectors, writers, politicians. We were
looking for an entertainer who could
stand up to all the competition, and
this year’s winner certainly can. Mr.
Milian, a 30-year-old from South River,
won the very first round of the compe-

tition back in September. He said in a
phone interview with The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that there were six
rounds, six quarter finals, one semi-
final that then was whittled down to
the top five: from 80 to 18 to five.

When Mr. Remo charged the 16
judges this year, he said to look for the
full package – stage presence, vocal
quality, poise, outfit and truly some-
one who is “on.” He continued, “He or
she might not be the very best singer
tonight but must be the complete per-
former who can sell a song.”

For the winner, no dinky trophy or
certificate, but a prize package that
includes $5,000, a three-day trip to
Disney World, dinner for two in Rahway,
professional headshots in New York
City and the chance to star in a musical
of their choice. Mr. Milian said he’d
love to star in Into the Woods by Stephen
Sondheim. It has not become official
yet, but it is his dream to play the Witch
in the show. His first number, an up
tempo, was “I’m Alive” from the musi-
cal Next to Normal. He played the role
of Gabe in that show and knew the song
inside out, so it was not a hard choice
for him to select it. He had a mentor,
Kyrus Keenan Westcott, who afforded
him Facetime, late night phone calls
and pep talks on his journey to win.

“I’ve been performing since I was
five years old,” he said, “because I
come from a musical family.” His role
models in voice have been female
voices and he has developed over time
the ability to match falsetto tones with
them. “I sing because of the way it
makes me feel, not because I like the
sound of my voice,” he said.

The second half of the show is when
the finalists sing a ballad. All the solo-
ists are backed up by the talented Bruce
Dela Cruz combo. The winner’s ballad
was a unique one, choosing “I Am
Changing,” from Dream Girls, for
which Jennifer Hudson won an Oscar.
When asked about his selection, he said
that the second song was a perfect fit for
him. “I feel that I am changing into a
better person from who I was 10 years
ago,” Mr. Milian said. At the end of that
song, he received the ovation of the
night – it was a real show stopper that
brought tears to his eyes. “I got emo-

Photo Courtesy of Richard Kowalski
AN ICON... Jared Milian singing for his win as ICON 2018. The 30-year-old singer won a prize package including $5,000
and a trip to Disney World, as well as the opportunity to star in a musical of his choice.

tional when the audience was moved,”
he explained. That sealed it for the
judges. Although we did not discuss
our choices throughout the night until
the balloting was completed, when we
got together later, we smiled in agree-
ment. Jared Milian is a superstar in the
making and his dream is on its way to
fulfillment. Remember that name.

Broadway Stars Join
NJFO New Year’s Eve
WESTFIELD — Tickets are avail-

able for NJ Festival Orchestra’s New
Year’s Eve musical celebration, one
of New Jersey’s much anticipated and
most popular New Year’s Eve events.

This year’s performance, Singin’
and Dancin’ with the Stars, promises
a superb review of American stage,
screen and television musicals to kick
off the New Year’s Eve celebrations
for the entire family.

The performance features superb
vocalists direct from the Broadway
stage and beyond. Guest soprano
Maria Failla was most recently seen
singing in Cats on Broadway and is
currently in rehearsal for its national
tour. Tenor Cooper Grodin starred in
the 25th Anniversary National Tour
of The Phantom of the Opera as The
Phantom and was an original member
of the 25th Anniversary National Tour
of Les Misérables.

This year, the celebration takes on a
brand-new dimension as the Broadway
vocalists are joined by Dance Theatre
of Harlem’s Da’von Doane and friends
to recreate the song and dance magic of
MGM musicals and more.

“Our exciting collaboration with
dancers from Dance Theatre of
Harlem means we have shaken up the
program quite a bit this year,” said
Music Director David Wroe. “Talk
about changing it up!”

Dance Theatre of Harlem’s Da’von
Doane was recently featured as one
of Dance Magazine’s “Top 25 to
Watch.” He will be joined by

Stephanie Rae Williams, who is cur-
rently in her eighth season with the
Dance Theatre of Harlem (DTH).
DTH’s Amanda Smith, who many
will recognize from her featured per-
formance in a national campaign for
GAP last year, will also participate in
the festivities.

“This year’s intergenerational pro-
gram reads like a Who’s Who of the
best of Broadway. It’s eclectic, dy-
namic and a grand retrospective of
the some of the choice songs and
dances from American musicals,”
continued Mr. Wroe. “And it’s a great
way for families to kick off their New
Year’s Eve together”.

Commented Board President Keith
Hertell, “People want safe, familiar
and uplifting events to bring in the
New Year, and the NJ Festival Orches-
tra has built a tradition of being the
place to be on this special night. It also
fits perfectly in people’s plans — the
1,000-plus audience either come di-
rectly from a dinner, or leave the con-
cert to head off to their final dinner or
party of the year. The event is a high-
light of the year for our community.”

This program has been made possible
in part by a 2018 HEART (History,
Education, Arts Reaching Thousands)
Grant from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and by support from
The Westfield Foundation

Tickets range in price from $42 to
$70. A special discount price of $15 is
available for children under 18, mak-
ing this event, which starts at 7 p.m.
and ends at 9 p.m., a perfect way for
the entire family to welcome in the
New Year together.

Tickets are available online at
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets
may also be purchased by calling
(908) 232-9400 or by visiting the
office at 224 E. Broad Street,
Westfield, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Patrons are advised to purchase tick-
ets online to avoid all ticketing and
handling fees.

~ICON CONTINUED~
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l'ennemi du journaliste

Westfield, Rahway and Cranford
appear to have the most com-
plete experienced lineups. But
Linden has one of its most expe-
rienced squads. Roselle Park
graduated a host of wrestlers
from its banner year but the
young Panthers are still “the Pan-
thers”. (As always, several wres-
tlers may drop a class come tour-
nament time)

Westfield Blue Devils:
The Blue Devils have several

very experienced juniors, espe-
cially, in the lower portion of the
lineup and a tough foursome in
the upper weights. This could be
a banner season for the Blue
Devils.

“This is a really good team! We
are excited about what we have
in the room. We felt really good
about the way our year ended
last year then these kids just put
in an awesome off-season. Ex-
pectations are high.,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz expressed.

CJ Composto (jr — 126): 1st
UCT, 1st district, 1st region, 5th

NJSIAA, finish 39-3 at 106-lbs.
Packed on beef and grew.

Luke Hoerle (jr — 120): 1st
UCT, 1st district, 1st region, fin-
ish 36-5 at 113-lbs

Jeremy Silber (jr — 132):
3rd UCT, finished 20-13

Tim Miller ( sr — 182): 3rd
district, finish 20-11 at 170,
packed on muscle

Brendan Loder (sr — 195):
3rd district, finished 20-21

Look out for Luke Scanlon (jr —
160), Quinn Gimblette (jr — 113),
Jordan Simpson (sr — 170) and
Luke Jacobs (fr — 106)

Roselle Park Panthers:
The Panthers under Head Coach

Ryan Rooney attained their
1,000th team victory — one of
only four schools in the nation —
last year with a team packed full
of talented seniors.

Coach Rooney said, “Last year
was a special year. Being one of
four teams in the country is an
amazing accomplishment. We
had a great group of seniors and
they were instrumental in the

wins for football, wrestling, across
the board. This year we have a lot
of new faces, a lot of young guys
stepping up, some freshmen,
some guys who are excited to
take the reins. But we are inex-
perienced, so we are expecting
to learn on the job. It’s going to
be some growing pains but it’s a
group of coachable kids and I
have faith in them.”

Elvin Guerrero (sr — 152):
2nd UCT, 2nd district, finish 34-
10

Ed Hummel (so — 126): Was
stuck behind three state qualifi-
ers last year but is indeed full of
dynamite

Gabe Leo (sr — 113): 3rd
UCT, 3rd district, 3rd region, fin-

ish 40-10
Mark Montgomery (sr —

132): 1 UCT, 1 district, 4 region,
finish 42-5

Cranford Cougars:
Despite graduating a stellar se-

nior class, the Cougars stunned
them all last year by nipping the
Panthers by just two points to
claim their fourth straight UCT
crown. The Cougars return a host
of experienced wrestlers and ex-
pect success.

“We are keeping the bar high,
We have a lot of seniors in the
room this year and looking for-
ward to a good year for them,”
Coach Gorman said.

Rob Schork (sr — 220): 1
UCT, 3 district, 2 region, finish
25-9. Will miss several early-
season bouts

AJ Bencivenga (sr — 145): 3
UCT, 3 district, 3 region, won 3 at
AC, finish 33-9

Conor Halpin (sr — 138): 2
UCT, injured last half year

Kyell Roper (sr — 152): 3
district, finished 18-13

Jimmy Gluck (so — 126): 4
UCT at 106, put on size, height

Dean Smith (sr — 132): 3
UCT

Watch out for Zach Blevins (sr
— 195), Will Fernandez (jr —
113), Pat Kalnins (jr — 120):

Scotch Plains-Fanwood:
The Raiders graduated a very

large senior class, including
standout state runner-up Sam
Wustefeld. This season, the Raid-
ers have lots of numbers (72) but
little experience.

“Our roster is holding 72 guys.
We have to split the room but it’s
kids from all different sports, all
different backgrounds working
hard to get better,” Head Coach
Marc Fabiano said.

Alex Oslislo (sr — 182): Four-
year varsity wrestler.

Zach Zimmerman (sr —
195): Huge improvement toward
end of season

Brandon Bowles (so — 113):
Transfer from Bound Brook

Ed Smith (sr — 220): Region
qualifier at 195 sophomore sea-
son, finished 21-17

Brearley Bears:
The Bears have a very young

squad but, if needed, can fill all
the slots. Head Coach Dave
Nichols said, “We have a young
team. We only have two se-
niors, a lot of freshmen, a lot of
sophomores. I am expecting a
lot of the sophomores to really
step it up. They put in the time

Sebastian Iakouchevitch (195/220) ALJ AJ Bencivenga (145) Cranford CougarsMark Montgomery (132) Park PanthersLuke Hoerle (120) Westfield Blue Devils CJ Composto (126) Westfield Blue Devils

Blue Devils, Indians, Cougars Strong in UC Wrestling by David B. Corbin
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in the off-season to figure out
that they want to succeed at
wrestling. We have a lot of green
freshmen and we are just teach-
ing them the way for the fu-
ture.”

Patrick Phillips (so — 113):
2 UCT, 2 district, finish 36-8

Nick Stampoulis (so — 132):
3 district, added muscle this sea-
son

A. L. Johnson Crusaders:
The ALJ  Crusaders have more

wrestlers in the room this season
but may have one or two open

slots.
“We have 20 kids out. Our

numbers are much improved
from last year. We did lose two
studs, Chris Fuschetto, a state
qualifier, county champ, dis-
trict champ, and Tyler Bohm.
This year we have Sebastian
[Iakouchevitch] at 195 or 220.
We only have one senior and
he’s our senior,” Head Coach
Mike Siter said. “We have a lot
of youth and that’s what we are
looking for in the future to build
the program. Only losing one
senior, we are going to have all
these kids back.”

Sebastian Iakouchevitch (sr
— 195/220): 1 UCT, 1 district,

3 region, finish 31-4 at 182
Governor Livingston:

The Highlanders have a young
squad and can fill all the weight

classes with a mixture of experi-
ence.

Head Coach Rick Ortega said,
“We are pretty young. This is a
year that we knew we were going
to be a little thin. We just started
our middle school for the first
year since they shut it down about
seven, eight years ago.”

Harrison Kelly (jr — 126):
Coach selection

David Vill (sr — 132): 4 UCT,
2 district, finish 36-10

“We are anchored by seniors
David Vill, Marcello Laygo and
Damon Ippolito. Unfortunately
we lost James Snyder, who got
hurt in football, so we are looking
just to compete and get better

and do the best we can when we
get on the mat,” Ortega said.

Summit Hilltoppers:
The Hilltoppers have combined

programs with the Chatham Cou-
gars and will be able to fill all but
one weight class at this point.

“We pursued merging, we
wanted to work a co-op with
another school in an effort to
save the future of our program.
We have five kids from Chatham,
two with experience. Part of the
goal was to have more people to
wrestle with in the room. Hope-
fully if the stars align properly,
we will be able to fill 11 to 13
weight classes and it will give us

Alex Dorce (160) Linden Tigers Ed Hummel (126) Park Panthers Jack Hedges (195) Summit HilltoppersRob Schork (220) Cranford Cougars Rhise Royster (145) Rahway Indians

Liam Grahl (120) Union FarmersAlex Oslislo (182) SPF Raiders David Vill (132) GL HighlandersTim Miller (182) Westfield Blue Devils Shimei Paige (195) Rahway Indians

Blue Devils, Indians, Cougars Strong in UC Wrestling by David B. Corbin
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a fighting chance,” Coach Mike
Sandor explained.

Jack Hedges (sr — 195): 3
UCT, 2 district, finish 20-8

Nick Mellusi (sr — 220): The
muscular athlete has added one
more year of experience

Justin James (sr — 152):
James has added significant
muscle maturity

John Rohe (so — 120):
Wrestled for the Cougars last
year

“Our youth program, the num-
bers are fairly good. Summit has
about 50 and Chatham has about
70. If we can see them grow
through the program, hopefully

we will have some success down
the road,” Coach Sandor ex-
pressed.

New Providence Pioneers:
Head Coach Shane Mallory said,

“We are still in the process of
rebuilding the culture here in
New Providence. Roster has in-
creased slightly. They want to
succeed and be part of the
trailblazing path to rebuild New
Providence wrestling.”

Jack Wichtgendahl (so —
120): 3D at 106 “He put a little
size on. It will be interesting to
see how he adjusts to the bigger
wrestlers.”

Marcello Boccellari (jr —
160): “Very good athlete. I see
a lot of potential in him

Joe Delia (sr — 170): 4 UCT,
3 district, finish 33-8. “Joe is
probably our best returning wres-
tler. The big goal for him is mak-
ing the trip down to AC.”

Nadeen ElMahroukey (sr —
220): 2 district, finish 24-12.
“We look for big things out of
him.”

Omar Elshamy (jr — 152):
“When we can get him back and
healthy, he wrestled his best to-
ward the end of the season.”

Keep an eye on John Palmer
(132)

Rahway Indians:
The Indians are strong through-

out but especially in the lower
weight classes and will be led by
first-year head coach Danny
Garay, a 217-lb state champion
around the turn of the century
(2001) and former David B.
Corbin UC Review pick.

Randolph Manongsong (sr
— 113): Four-year varsity

Chris Dalmau (jr — 120): 2
UCT, 2 district, finish 30-8

Kaelan Francois (so- 106):
3 UCT

Tony Dalmau (sr — 138):
Experienced competitor

Pat Phillips (113) Brearley Bears Joe Dalia (182) New Prov PioneersEd Smith (220) SPF Raiders Brendon Loder (195) WF Blue Devils

Nick Mellusi (220) Summit Hilltoppers

Gabe Leo (113) Park Panthers

Elvin Guerrero (152) Park PanthersConor Halpin (138) Cranford Cougars Jimmy Gluck (126) Cranford Cougars Josh Darisme (220) Rahway Indians

Blue Devils, Indians, Cougars Strong in UC Wrestling by David B. Corbin
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Rhise Royster (sr — 145): 1
UCT, 1 district, finish 30-6

Josh Darisme (jr — 220): 3
district, finish 25-11

Shimei Paige (sr — 195): 2

district, finish 30-8
“We will have a competitive

lineup this year. We have about
six or seven starters coming
back plus we have several guys
who have been in and out of
the lineup all year long. We are
still pretty young,” Garay said.
“Our seniors, Rhise Royster,
Tony Dalmau, are still looking
to leave their mark. Shimei
Paige, coming off a great foot-
ball season. Chris Dalmau and
his brother live wrestling all
year long. Randolph is a guy
you can always count on.
Kaelan decided to focus on
wrestling, got bigger, stron-
ger.”

Linden Tigers:
The Tigers have a fine mix of

veterans with youth and can fill
all the slots.

“We got some older guys and
some younger guys, so it’s a
combination of guys, who have
been here for a while, and guys
from middle school, who have
done well for themselves. We
think it’s going to be a really
good year,” coach Alvaro
Fernandez said.

John Ojeda (sr — 126): 2
UCT, 2 district, finish 27-9

Stephano DelValle (jr —
138): 2 UCT, finish 22-11

Jacob Diana (sr — 120):
Wrestled 113 last year

Alex Dorce (sr — 160): 4
UCT, 2 district, finish 29-14

Mike Afolabi (sr — 195): 5
UCT, injured toward end of sea-
son

Fernandez added, “This year
we finally have some kids, who
are veterans. We got some third,
fourth-year varsity starters in our
lineup, so we are thinking big
things, especially from the se-
niors, from Jacob, from John,
Alex, Ken [Rosenbaum], Michael
Afolabi. They have been the back-
bone of the team for a while.

They took some lumps, so hope-
fully this year they can reach
their goals”

Union Farmers:
The Farmers, under Head Coach

Dino DeBellonia, have decent
numbers in the room (37)

“We’ve got a lot of new faces.
I’m pleased with our numbers. I
do have some quality kids, Liam
Grahl, Mike Cross and Gabe
Fernandez. I am hoping that we
can put a competitive team on
the mat,” he said.

Gabe Fernandez (jr — 220):
“He’s a hard-nosed football
player. What he lacked in talent,
he makes up for in toughness on

Jordan Simpson (170) Blue Devils Justin James (152) Summit HilltoppersNick Stampoulos (132) Brearley Bears Zach Zimmerman (195) SPF RaidersChris Rodriguez (145) Union Farmers

M Boccellari (160) New Prov. Pioneers Kyell Roper (152) Cranford CougarsMike Afalabi (195) Linden Tigers Stefano DelValle (138) Linden Tigers Chris Dalmau (120) Rahway Indians

Blue Devils, Indians, Cougars Strong in UC Wrestling by David B. Corbin
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J Wichtgendahl (120) NP PioneersTony Dalmau (138) Rahway Indians

R. Manongsong (113) Rah. Indians

Kaelan Francois (106) Rah. Indians

John Rohe (120) Summit Hilltoppers

John Ojeda (126) Linden Tigers

Jacob Diana (120) Linden Tigers

Omar Elshamy (152) NP PioneersHarrison Kelly (126) GL Highlanders

Mike Cross (126) Union Farmers

U Charles-Saint (160) Union Farmers

Gabe Fernandez (220) Union Farmers

Brandon Bowles (113) SPF Raiders

Blue Devils, Indians, Cougars Strong in UC Wrestling by David B. Corbin

the mat.”
Mike Cross (so -126): “Has

some good ability on the mat”
Liam Grahl (jr — 120): “Sea-

son ended early due to injury”
Christian Rodriguez (jr — 145)

and Urbain Charles-Saint (jr —
160)

Plainfield Cardinals:
Johnny Cruz (sr): At 120 last

year, 3 UCT, 3 district, finish 26-
14. Rumor has it that the Cardi-
nals are strengthening their pro-
gram.

Elizabeth Minutemen:
Chris Candelario (sr): At 120

last year, 3 district, finish 12-14.
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Cranford Cougar Cagers Stop SPF Raiders in Girls Basketball Season Opener, 45-25more photos next page

Story on page 11

of The Westfield Leader

more photos next page

more photos next page
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** SPF Raiders Overwhelm Chatham Cougars in Boys Swimming Clash, 113-57 **

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader

more photos next page
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Blue Devils’ Third Quarter Surge Ices Union Catholic Lady Viking Cagers, 57-41
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** Scotch Plains Raiders’ Late Swim Surge Nips Chatham Lady Cougars, 86-84 **

Story on page 12

of The Westfield Leader
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE and JESSE
WINTER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — On Monday, Su-
perintendent of Schools Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., presented 10 plans
to reconfigure the public schools
to allow for full-day kindergar-
ten.

After hearing a variety of con-
cerns from parents on the origi-
nal “reimagine” plan presented
by Mr. Rubin earlier in the fall,
and parents providing feedback,
Mr. Rubin had Ross Haber and
Associates update a study the
company provided to the dis-
trict. The analysis by Ross Haber
and Associates was conducted in
March to “determine if there is
enough available classroom
space in the district to accommo-
date a full-day kindergarten pro-
gram. The projections will also
indicate if when implemented will
it be sustainable over time,” the
study states, and then was up-
dated in December to investi-
gate other ways to provide full-
day kindergarten. That study’s
findings were presented to the
community at Cranford High
School Monday.

The original reimagine plan con-
sisted of one school for grades 3
to 5 and one school for grades 6
to 8, and four grades K-2 schools,
with a full-day kindergarten. This
plan would do away with neigh-
borhood schools for grades 3 to
8. This plan would cost the aver-
age assessed home $267 in taxes
per year.

Plan 10, which provides full-
day kindergarten and additional
spaces at each elementary
school, would cost $362 in an-
nual taxes.

Plans 2 through 9 would range
from $415 to $518 in annual
taxes.

Each total cost with all 10 plans
includes a $170 annual tax for a

capital improvement bond for
facility upgrades that have been
deferred.

Each annual tax cost is based
on the average assessed home
of $183,303 and the cost does
not include courtesy busing. Bus-
ing costs would range depending
on the plan. The original
reimagine plan would have an
additional annual busing cost of
$141 per taxpayer, and had the
highest busing cost amongst the
plans.

The other plans included a
grades K to 5 model amongst
five schools, with one middle
school; a K to 5 model amongst
four schools, with a pre-kinder-
garten/special-education school
and one middle school; a grades
1 to 5 model amongst four schools
with one pre-kindergarten and
kindergarten school, and one
middle school; a grades K to 5
model amongst four schools with
two middle schools, and a grades

Strategic Plan Meetings
Continue In Garwood

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Last week’s stra-
tegic plan meeting was the third
meeting of a three-meeting stra-
tegic planning series addressing
four focus areas including school
climate and culture, curriculum
and instruction, community out-
reach and engagement, and fi-
nance and facilities. Superinten-
dent Teresa Quigley, Ed.D., board
of education members, Lincoln
School staff and attending mem-
bers from the public worked in
groups creating an action plan to
achieve a defined goal for each
focus area.

The first strategic meeting
called on participants to define
the district’s strengths and weak-
nesses, stated Superintendent
Quigley. During the second meet-
ing, attendees separated into
groups to create a district vision
and initiatives based on the four
“focus areas,” the superinten-
dent stated.

The Finance and Facilities group
defined their goal as “to be the
best financially for the future
without having an enormous im-
pact on district resources,” group
participant Debi LeBrun stated.

The panel outlined four actions
towards achieving their goal,
among them “keeping class sizes
low to better educate the stu-
dent,” stated Ms. LeBrun. She
acknowledged the impact rede-
velopment could have on increas-
ing class sizes, while maintaining
that a healthy student-to-teacher
ratio is important to the educa-
tion process.

Ms. LeBrun said another action
to achieving their goal is “keep-
ing the taxpayers’ dollar at a
minimal increase without impact-
ing district resources.” She said
reducing excessive or unneeded
spending does not guarantee
taxes won’t increase, but finan-

cial conservation remains a fo-
cus in the district resource pro-
cess.

Maintaining infrastructure
through capital projects at both
Lincoln School and Washington
School was a final action step
towards achieving the group’s
proposed goal, stated Ms.
LeBrun.

The second goal of the School
Climate and Culture group is to
“increase social-emotional con-
nections and social responsibil-
ity to develop a positive, inclu-
sive and supportive school cli-
mate and environment.”

Ms. Quigley said promoting a
positive environment for school
staff towards is one action in
achieving the stated goal of the
School Climate and Culture
group. Maintaining school pro-
grams such as Lincoln Links (peer
mentorship program) and the
Student Advisory Group’s (a
meeting of students from differ-
ent grades, who discuss trending
school topics both social and aca-
demic under teacher oversight)
is another action step towards
group’s stated goal.

Creating academic standards
through consistency from one
grade level to the next grade
level is important to achieving
the overall goal, stated Superin-

K to 4 model amongst four schools
and two schools grades 5 to 8.

In the summary of Ross Haber’s
study, it states, “The schools
appear to be operating efficiently.
There are a few less than ideal
situations regarding music and
art programs, where in some
schools there are dedicated art
and music rooms, while in others
art may be on cart and music in
shared spaces such as the li-
brary. These situations are going
to continue as the enrollment
may increase slightly over time
with the new developments,”
referring to the potential of new
housing developments.

In the study’s summary, Ross
Haber states, “The total enroll-
ment in the Cranford Public
Schools grew from 3,878 in the
2012-2013 school year to 3,943
in 2017-2018. This is an increase
of 65 students or approximately
1.65 percent. The total enroll-

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
RIDING WITH SANTA...The Trolley Ride with Santa loads passengers in
Cranford on Saturday. The event is sponsored by the Cranford Chamber of
Commerce.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford Superintendent Unveils
Additional Plans to ‘Reimagine’ Schools
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Garwood Planning Bd. OKs
Auto Body Site Plan

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Applicant DJB
Holdings, LLC. was unanimously
approved for a site plan at 3
Lincoln Avenue at Tuesday’s plan-
ning board meeting. David Bush
stated DJB Holdings is the official
title in which he operates his
auto repair business at the 3
Lincoln Avenue location. Mr. Bush
stated he was seeking site-plan
approval to repair an eroding
parking lot. Planning board mem-
ber Bill Nierstedt stated, “the
location” is the “first business”
people will see when visiting
Garwood, making the property
analogically a first impression of
the borough’s business district
and downtown.

The applicant’s engineer,
Catherine Mueller, stated the
proposed designs allow for the
“client’s maximization of the
property” while increasing the
“green scape.”

The board granted variance re-
lief allowing the business’ title to
be listed on a “grounded monu-
ment sign” versus a pole sign
allowed by ordinance. Mr. Bush
stated the “monument sign” will
be aesthetically similar to the
business across the street’s sign,
which happens to be located on
the “Cranford side of the street,”
stated Mr. Bush.

Borough ordinance allows a sign
to have a maximum area of 40
square feet, while the proposed

ment in the district is projected
to remain stable. The projected
enrollment for 2022-2023 is
3,935 which indicates stability.
There is one large housing devel-
opment which has received ap-
proval from the Cranford Plan-
ning and Zoning Board which
could potentially add 99 addi-
tional students to the enrollment
projection” (referring to the
Birchwood Avenue develop-
ment).

Hartz Mountain’s 750 Walnut

Avenue application to rezone to
residential for 905 apartments
with the planning board was not
considered in the study as the
application is still ongoing, and
other housing that could come
on board due to the township’s
affordable-housing obligations is
not considered in this study.

The school district is to prepare
a community survey where resi-
dents can weigh in on the plans
presented, and one plan will be
selected by the school district to

put forth on a bond referendum
in December 2019. The bond
referendum is to include both a
capital bond for facility upgrades
to the schools, as well as the cost
associated with the plan selected
to repurpose the schools.

The school district also is to
hold additional question-and-an-
swer meetings for residents,
scheduled for Tuesday, January
22, at Livingston Avenue School;
Tuesday, February 5, at Orange
Avenue School; Thursday, Feb-
ruary 7, at Hillside Avenue School,
and Tuesday, February 19, at
Brookside Place School.

The full study can be found on
the school district website.

One resident contacted The
Westfield Leader via e-mail. Resi-
dent Kevin Comer, in his state-
ment, wrote, “As a voter, a fa-
ther and a husband of an educa-
tor, this is concerning that an in-
depth educational analysis wasn’t
done prior to releasing the origi-
nal option to determine which
plan was best for the academic
and social-emotional aspect of
all children of Cranford. My hope
is that third-party educational
research will be aligned to pro-
posals so voters can make an
informed decision or determine
vote no for status quo.

“Based on the population
growth of Cranford, and all the
housing projects, the reinvest-
ment into our schools is required.
But introducing busing into
Cranford creates a long-term fi-
nancial burden on the school sys-
tem from an operational budget
aspect, which is money that could
be put back into the classroom,
and make sure the foundation of
our school system — the teach-
ers — receive a pay raise,” Mr.
Comer wrote.

tendent Quigley.
The Curriculum and Instruction

focus group’s defined their goal
as “Creating a learning environ-
ment that supports and maxi-
mizes student achievement for
students in Pre-K to 8th grade at
every level.” The focus group
stated that exploring scheduling
conflicts and innovating ways to
reduce conflicts is an action step
towards achieving their goal in
the upcoming years.

Aligning curriculum with New
Jersey Lawyers Service (NJLS)
and 21st-century skills, while ar-
ticulating communication with
Arthur L. Johnson High School
and Union County Vo-Tech
Schools to ensure successful tran-
sitions for high-school students
remains a priority, said Superin-
tendent Quigley.

Technology updates will pro-
vide students with a personal-
ized and differentiated learning
experiences was a stated action
towards Curriculum and

Instruction’s focus group achiev-
ing their goals.

The Community Outreach and
Engagement group’s stated that
expanding parent partnership
nights would increase parent par-
ticipation, adding to the “small-
town tight-knit community”
strength the district exhibits.

Board of education member
Amanda Langston stated that
family engagement events in-
clude events such as I-Steam
family nights where families can
work at home with their children
on projects and present them in
a showcase at the Lincoln School
gym.

Ms. Langston also said creating
family nights for the sixth-grade
project including G.R.E.A.T.
project and developing the
fourth-grade “Wax Museum” into
a family night could provide out-
lets for parents to engage their
children’s peers while develop-
ing friendships with fellow par-
ents.

Garwood Strategic Plan Meeting

Cranford Unveils Plans to ‘Reimagine’ Schools

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Cranford Adopts Housing
Plan; RDP Ordered to Rise

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – On December 7,
Superior Court Judge Camille
Kenny ordered the township to
add 20 units to its realistic devel-
opment potential (RDP), bring-
ing up its RDP to 105, Mike
Mistretta of Harbor Consultants,
the township’s affordable-hous-
ing planning consultant, said at
the planning board meeting last
Wednesday. Mr. Mistretta pre-
sented to the planning board the
township’s housing plan element
and fair share plan, which the
board unanimously adopted.

Judge Kenny also granted the
township, on December 7, an-
other three months of immunity
from builder’s remedy lawsuits,
through March 31, 2019, to pro-
vide that time for the township to
sit down with the Fair Share Hous-
ing Center to settle its third-
round affordable-housing obliga-
tion, Jeffrey Surenian, the
township’s affordable-housing at-
torney, told The Westfield Leader
and and The Times. The Fair
Share Housing Center has not
yet responded to the township
with a date, Mr. Surenian told
The Leader/Times.

In addition to the 105 RDP, the
township would have an unmet
need of affordable-housing units
of somewhere between 335 and
591, Mr. Mistretta said.

Harbor Consultants proposed a
North and South Avenue overlay
zone to provide an additional
1,439 total units that would in-
clude a 20-percent affordable-
housing component, equating to
287 affordable-housing units,
according to the housing plan
element and fair share plan.

The overlay zone was created
to capture that unmet need, Mr.
Mistretta said. Within the over-
lay zone is the Office Residential
Character (ORC) zone that has
been amended to loosen the re-
strictions to incentivize develop-
ers, Mr. Mistretta said. The ORC
zone would have a conditional
use of 20 units per acre. He said
those standards currently exist
in the zone.

Resident Rita La Brutto of Ar-
lington Road questioned when
this change had occurred, be-
cause she said it had been zoned
for two-family homes, not at 20
units per acre. She said she could
find nowhere in the planning

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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sign is 55.2 square feet, stated
planning board attorney Donald
Fraser. The application proposes
installing a sidewalk where no
sidewalk exists, stated Mr. Bush.

Mr. Nierstedt stated the side-
walk will provide an added ben-
efit to pedestrians who often
walked in “mud” to get to the
Frosty Freeze.

Mr. Bush stated he will reduce
impervious coverage (reducing
water run-off during a storm)
while adding river stones to “run-
off ditches” or “drainage ditches.”
The planning board conditions
for approval included the appli-
cant having to install landscap-
ing including “forms of shade

Garwood Reveals Activities
On Tap For Early January

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library has posted its cal-
endar of events for the first half
of January, as well as offerings
taking place throughout the
month. Additional activities will
be announced for the second half
of January. The library will be
closed on Tuesday, January 1,
for New Year’s Day and Monday,
January 21, in honor of Martin
Luther King Day.

The Knitting Club meets on Mon-
days and Thursdays at 10:30
a.m. No registration is required.
Participants can learn how to knit
or show others how it is done
while enjoying conversation.
Needles and yarn are provided to
newcomers.

Kid’s Chess, an informal chess
game for children of all ages, is
offered on Mondays at 3 p.m. No
registration is required and there
is a limit of 12. This is a non-
instructional program. Six boards
are provided.

The Thursday Night Book Club
will meet January 3 at 7 p.m. No
registration is required. Interested
persons should check with the
library for its latest book selection
by calling (908) 789-1670.

Toddler Story Time, for new-
borns to age 4, will be presented
on Wednesdays, at 10:30 a.m.,
starting January 9. No registra-
tion is required. This program
features stories, songs, bubbles
and more. The Pipsqueak Play-
ers will visit Storytime on Janu-
ary 16.

Additionally on January 9, at 3
p.m., Maureen Coultas from
Hope’s Promise (a therapeutic
horse farm) will tell the story of
“Chief” and how he became a
therapeutic riding horse. She also
will explain how riding and work-
ing with horses can help indi-
viduals on many levels, including
physically and emotionally. She
will be accompanied by a minia-
ture therapy horse for children to
meet and photograph. Registra-
tion is required and limited to 25.

The Library Board of Trustees
meeting also is scheduled for
January 9, at 8 p.m., and is open
to the public.

Lego will be available on Thurs-
days, January 10 and 24, at 3
p.m. This activity is open to chil-
dren ages 4 through 12 and is
limited to 15. Youngsters may
build whatever comes to mind.
Some Lego creations will be dis-
played in the library showcase.
Registration is required.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. For
more information and to register
for programs, call (908) 789-
1670. Further information also is
available at youseemore.com/
garwood.

board minutes that this change
had occurred. Karen Capone, an-
other resident of Arlington Road,
which abuts the ORC zone, also
asked what other changes are to
occur in the ORC zone. Mr. Mistretta
replied that the square footage of
an apartment can be a minimum
of 600 square feet, reduced from
700; boarders and subletters are
permitted when they were not
previously, and a minimum lot
size is removed. He said the bulk
standards remain the same.

The planning board voted, 9 to
0, to adopt the housing plan

element and fair share plan. The
township committee will next
consider the resolution endors-
ing this plan, and then it would
be filed with the court, Mr.
Mistretta said.

A new special master has been
assigned to the township. Spe-
cial Master Kendra Lelie is to
replace Special Master Elizabeth
McKenzie due to the latter’s re-
tirement as of December 7. Also,
Mr. Surenian said that Judge
Kenny is to retire soon, and a
new judge will be assigned to the
hearing.

tree” and other plantings, stated
Mr. Fraser.

A hedgerow will be devised of
“boxwood plantings,” stated Mr.
Bush.

Mr. Bush stated he will install
chain-link fences towards the
property’s rear while double-pan-
eled wood fences will run to-
wards the property’s frontage.
The planning board suggested a
wood-on-wood double-paneled
fence towards the “street view,”
stated Mr. Nierstedt.

Mr. Bush stated the project will
begin once the weather permits.

“It is hard to pour concrete in
this weather,” said Mr. Bush.

A mutual agreement between

the planning board and the ap-
plicant was made on a “fair start
date,” which includes rational as-
sumptions, stated board engi-
neer Victor Vinegra.

“If nothing appears to be hap-
pening by April,” said Mr. Vinegra,
reflecting on a prevailing ratio-
nale the borough will use to as-
sess the project’s progress.

Mr. Bush stated a truck parked
in the businesses parking lot will
be moved promptly. The owner
of the truck was hospitalized out
of state for a while, not allowing
the vehicle to be legally moved,
stated Mr. Bush.

It was agreed a storage con-
tainer located on the property
would be removed from the site,
allowing for more workable space
for the business while not ne-
glecting the board’s desired
“green space,” stated Mr. Bush.

Calvary Lutheran Welcomes
All to Christmas Services

CRANFORD — The Calvary
Lutheran Church invites the com-
munity to join the congregation
in celebrating the birth of Jesus.
Three different worship opportu-
nities will be available on Christ-
mas Eve, Monday, December 24,
as well as worship on Christmas
Day, Tuesday, December 25.

The Children’s Christmas Eve
Service begins at 5 p.m. This is a
joy-filled, simple service where
children will hear the story of
Christ’s birth and sing favorite
carols. Worship is informal and
usually lasts 30 to 45 minutes.

Calvary’s Family Christmas Eve
Service begins at 7 p.m. The
youth will tell the Christmas Story
at this service, which also will
feature carols and Holy Com-
munion. This service usually lasts
for an hour.

The Christmas Eve Festival
Candlelight Service starts at 10

p.m. This service is both a time of
celebration and reflection, as par-
ticipants joyfully anticipate the
birth of the Christ child. Holy
Communion will be served. The
service usually lasts for an hour.

On Christmas Day, Calvary will
hold a 10:15 a.m. service to
welcome the Son of God, who
“became flesh and lived among
us, and we have seen his glory....
full of grace and truth” (John
1:14).

Calvary Lutheran Church offers
worship every Sunday, at 10:15
a.m., in the sanctuary. All are
welcome, no matter where they
are on their faith journey or in
their relationship with God.

Calvary is located at 108
Eastman Street, Cranford. For
more information about the con-
gregation, call the church office
at (908) 276-2418 or go to
calvarycranford.com.

GW Planning Bd. OKs Auto Body Site Plan

Cranford Adopts Housing Plan
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GARWOOD
Sunday, December 16, while

on patrol a Garwood police of-
ficer observed a male in dark-
colored clothing walking on Sec-
ond Avenue and peering over a
fence to look into a yard at the
corner of Cedar Street. The of-
ficer stopped the individual, who
was later identified as Carlos
Tolson-Cruz, 25, of Elizabeth, and
asked him why he was looking
over the fence, but Tolson-Cruz
was not able to provide a reason.
Tolson-Cruz was run for war-
rants and an active warrant out
of Linden for $1,000 was found.
Tolson-Cruz was placed under
arrest and transported to police
headquarters for processing. The
Linden Police Department re-
sponded to Garwood and trans-
ported Tolson-Cruz back to Lin-
den on the outstanding warrant.

Saturday, November 24, while

on patrol on South Avenue an
officer observed a dark-colored
Acura TL with New York plates
occupied by two black males trav-
eling eastbound at a high rate of
speed. The officer attempted to
initiate a stop of the vehicle but
the suspect vehicle refused to
stop and proceeded into
Cranford, disregarding traffic
lights and continuing at a high
rate of speed. At that time, the
Westfield Police Department was
reporting the vehicle to be stolen
out of their jurisdiction. The
Garwood officer continued to fol-
low the vehicle but terminated
the pursuit at North and Centen-
nial Avenues due to unsafe
speeds.

Further investigation by the
Westfield Police Department as
well as members of the Irvington
Police Department determined
that the vehicle was used in the
commission of an armed robbery
in Irvington on November 25,
and the suspect who operated
the vehicle during the armed rob-
bery was the same individual
who was operating the vehicle
when it was in Garwood. The
individual’s name is being with-
held due to his age. The juvenile
has been issued several juvenile
complaints and motor vehicle
summons from Garwood and has
been remanded to juvenile de-
tention by the Irvington Police
Department pending court.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, December 5, Myer

Armstrong, 21, of Bayonne,
Christopher Grullon, 20, of Hill-
side, Marc Greene, 18, of
Bayonne, and Pathani Cosmeus,
21, of Linden were arrested and
charged with shoplifting, pos-
session of less than 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia after police units
were dispatched to a business on
the 200 block of South Avenue
East for a shoplifting. Armstrong
also was charged with suspected
marijuana and paraphernalia
found in his possession. They all
were processed and provided
with municipal court appearance
dates.

Thursday, December 6, Mat-
thew Dippold, 35, of Hoboken
and Jacquelin Remo, 35, of Old
Bridge were arrested and charged
with distribution of a controlled
dangerous substance, possession
of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance and possession of drug
paraphernalia after police
stopped two motor vehicles in
the parking lot of a business on
the 300 block of North Avenue
for a suspected drug transaction
witnessed between both drivers.
Dippold was charged with distri-
bution of a controlled dangerous
substance, possession of sus-
pected oxycodone and posses-
sion of suspected THC oils. Remo
was charged with possession of
suspected oxycodone and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia.
They were both processed and
provided with state Superior
Court appearance dates. In ad-
dition, $2,436 in currency was
seized from Dippold as a result of
the crimes.

Saturday, December 8, Jeffery
Locklear, 26, of Accomac, Va.,
was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI)
following a motor vehicle stop at
North Avenue East and Alden
Street for erratic driving. Locklear
was processed and provided with
a municipal court appearance
date. In addition, he was issued
motor vehicle summonses for
careless driving, an improper lane
change, unclear plates, no valid
registration card in his posses-
sion and no valid insurance card
in his possession.

Monday, December 10, Jose
Castellanos-Gonzales, 23, of
Dover was arrested and charged
with possession of drug para-
phernalia following a motor ve-
hicle stop on the Garden State
Parkway 137 Exchange for er-
ratic driving. Castellanos-
Gonzales was processed and pro-
vided with a municipal court ap-
pearance date.

Since the repeal of Prohibition
in 1933, federal and state legis-
latures have passed laws and
spent billions trying to mitigate
the negative outcomes associ-
ated with alcohol abuse. Despite
raising the minimum drinking age
to 21, alcohol remains the most
commonly used and abused drug
among youth in the United States
to this day.  New Jersey’s re-
sponse to this challenge is to go
local. The Governor’s Council on
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse
(GCADA) funds over 400 Munici-
pal Alliances, serving more than
530 municipalities across the
state, including Cranford and
Westfield. These volunteer com-
munity coalitions, guided and ad-
ministered by county advisory
committees, are charged with
executing three core functions:
policy and planning; public edu-
cation; and prevention program-
ming.

Municipal Alliances begin by
gathering data. For example, re-
search into the root causes of
underage drinking in Cranford
revealed a low perception of risk
among both youth and adults, as
well as low parental disapproval
of teen drinking in general.
Cranford’s Alliance members also
noted studies showing that chil-
dren in New Jersey can start
experimenting with alcohol as
young as 10 or 11. This guided
the decision to use their grant
funding to support early inter-
vention with a particular focus on
families. Cranford Alliance Chair,
William llaria, describes the
coalition’s mission: “To create a
positive, loving environment that
is intolerant of underage drink-
ing by providing support to the
families, schools, youth organi-
zations, and local businesses that
do not condone it. In short,

Cranford has declared that as a
community, we will not provide
alcohol or drugs to our young
people and we will not tolerate
anyone else doing so either.”

In order to cultivate such an
environment, the Cranford Alli-
ance seeks to partner with orga-
nizations that come into contact
with local families and youth.
Schools, of course, are the most
reliable way to connect with stu-
dents and parents. The Alliance
donates money towards school
alcohol and drug prevention ini-
tiatives such as the Red Ribbon
Week and Project Graduation
events, as well as educational
classroom programs like Project
Alert, which is administered by
Cranford Police Juvenile Bureau
school resource officers. On a
larger scale, the Alliance spon-
sors fun alcohol-free events, such
as the Town-wide BBQ and Na-
tional Night Out.

Cranford’s residents also en-
counter alcohol prevention mes-
saging in more casual ways, such
as the “21 Means 21” signs posted
all over town, or through talks at
Back to School night, Scout meet-
ings, or sports try-outs. The
Alliance’s Facebook page sup-
ports parents’ efforts to keep
their children drug and alcohol
free, sharing ideas for dinnertime
conversation starters and family
friendly events.

Prevention works. The National
Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration estimates that over 900
lives a year have been saved
since the drinking age was raised
to 21 in the 1980’s. However,
according to the Supervisor of
the Cranford Police Juvenile Bu-
reau, Detective Sergeant Mat-
thew Nazzaro, education and em-
powerment of juveniles will al-

CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN

ways trump enforcement. Sgt.
Nazzaro continues, “Enforcement
and ‘arrests’ are what occur when
the substance use disorder prob-
lem has boiled over. Our goal in
the Police Department Juvenile
Bureau is to prevent arrests by
helping our kids understand the
‘why’ behind laws prohibiting un-
derage consumption of alcohol.”
Parental outreach is important
as well. “We need to debunk this
perception about underage con-
sumption and experimentation
being a ‘rite of passage’. Drink-
ing disorders don’t happen over-
night, and they don’t discrimi-
nate. They begin with our youth
in these critical years of social
and physical growth.” The “edu-
cation and empowerment” called
for in this mission is directly sup-
ported by the volunteer mem-
bers of the Cranford and Westfield
Municipal Alliances.

For more information or to join,
please email:
CranfordMunicipalAlliance@gmail.com
or WestfieldAlliance@gmail.com.

Municipal Alliance Minute
A minute of parent information
to help stop teen alcohol abuse
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