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Jesse Winter for The Westfield Leader
LISTENING SESSION...Westfield’s new ice rink at Gumbert Park on the
Garwood border was the subject of a listening session last Thursday. A panel,
pictured above, included Westfield Councilman Michael Dardia, left, Ken Ander-
son, fourth from left, owner of the facility, and Garwood Mayor-elect Sara
Todisco, right.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A FRIENDLY COMPETITION...A friendly competition ensues as the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Brass Quintet
plays a few carols with the For Stories Quartet in Downtown Westfield Sunday afternoon. The entertainment is sponsored
by the Downtown Westfield Corporation.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL…The baby Jesus sleeps through songs and
merriment of the crowds at the Live Nativity and petting zoo held on the lawn of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield last Sunday afternoon. The annual event
featured hot chocolate and cookies and an old-fashioned sing-along of Christmas
carols by community attendees.
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Health Board Discusses
Marijuana Legalization

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Regional
Health Department director Megan
Avallone said at the Westfield Board
of Health meeting on December 3
that the New Jersey Department of
Health has “not been brought to the
table, yet” when addressing “public
health concerns” regarding “legal-
ized marijuana.” Legislation to legal-
ize possession and personal use rec-
reation marijuana in New Jersey was
passed by the Senate and Assembly
budget committees last month and
now awaits a full vote in the Legisla-
ture. The last scheduled voting ses-
sion for 2018 is Monday, December
17.

Ms. Avallone said since Colorado
legalized marijuana “several years
back,” there have been “no directly
correlated increases in vehicular ac-
cidents” resulting from legalized
marijuana consumption. Ms. Avallone
said vehicular accidents often in-
volved alcohol consumption with
marijuana consumption, which made
a direct correlation to marijuana-im-
paired driving difficult to define when
professionals studied accident statis-
tics post legalization.

There is no active impaired-driv-
ing roadside test for marijuana like

the breathalyzer exists for discerning
an intoxicated driver and what de-
fines the degree of intoxication, stated
Ms. Avallone.

Westfield Health Board member
Neal Snitow stated he “fears” for
unimpaired drivers who must navi-
gate the roads in a post-legalization
environment.

However, after reviewing the health
impacts and health department infor-
mation disseminated throughout
Washington and Colorado following
similar recreational marijuana legal-
ization measures, there was health
educational material expressing con-
cerns with “marijuana consumers who
were actively breastfeeding,” stated
Ms. Avallone.

Ms. Avallone said “there seemed to
be information discussing concerns
with breastfeeding mothers” who were
simultaneously or had consumed
marijuana recreationally. Ms.
Avallone did not specify the defined
negative health impacts for newborns
who had been breastfed by a mother
who consumed marijuana or even the
frequency of exposure.

Often medical marijuana patients
will pay anywhere from $500 to
$1,000 out of pocket for a month
supply of marijuana, stated Ms.

Residents Comment on Pros,
Cons of Gumbert Ice Rink

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Residents and
town officials of both Westfield and
Garwood met last Thursday night in-
side the Westfield Town Council
Chambers to discuss the Gumbert
Park ice rink. The meeting covered
issues concerning noise, parking,
safety and the business impact to the
Westfield and Garwood communi-
ties affected by the project.

The listening session was hosted
by an advisory committee, a body of
individuals involved with the project,

among them Ken Anderson, operator
of the Gumbert rink and owner of the
Union Sports Arena, who proposed
the project earlier in the year, which
was then approved by the Westfield
Town Council in a 6-to-3 vote.

Elected officials from both towns,
including Westfield Second Ward
Councilman Michael Dardia and
Garwood Mayor-elect Sara Todisco,
both of whom sat with the advisory
committee, heard both sides of the
rink’s impact at the well-attended
meeting.

The listening session featured rec-

ommendations from impacted sections
of the community including residents,
business owners and those living around
Gumbert Park — a collection of tax-
payers from both Westfield and
Garwood.

The meeting began with comments
delivered by Megan Ryan of Fairmont
Avenue. Ms. Ryan co-chaired a recent
skate night where tickets sold out in
under an hour.

“I wanted to give everybody an idea
of what the rink means to the Washing-
ton School community,” she said. “Par-
ents came full circle as they skated with
their children. Many of those parents
remember when the Gumbert parking
lot was intentionally flooded so kids
could skate,” she said. “Ice skating is
one of those things you never forget.”

While the Gumbert rink hosts public
skating as well as various events and
skating lessons, the rink is primarily
there to provide a place for community
hockey including youth, adult and fam-
ily hockey.

But for Garwood residents, includ-
ing residents of The Pointe, a commu-
nity of townhome condominiums bor-
dering the rink, the Gumbert rink comes
at a cost to those living around it.

One such resident was Christine
Spear, head of the Homeowners As-
sociation of The Pointe, who commu-
nicated the anguish of Pointe resi-
dents — many of whom joined her at
the meeting.

“One example which I heard over
and over again are pucks striking
boards so loud it sounds like gun-
fire,” said Ms. Spear. “You might
think that’s an exaggeration; it’s not.”

The exasperation extended to
Westfield residents as well. Other
speakers stated that rink visitors fre-
quently ignore the parking rules, and
they now find the streets congested
with cars idling around the rink.

Many inside the chambers also were

Garwood Thanks Lombardo,
Cuccaro, Bianco for Service

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo, Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro and Councilwoman Stephanie
Bianco were presented with honorary
certificates for their service at the last
borough council meeting for 2018.
Mayor Lombardo served the last four
years as Garwood’s mayor and previ-
ously served 21 years on the borough
council. Ms. Cuccaro has served as a
councilwoman since January 2016.
Councilwoman Bianco was appointed
upon Councilman Joseph Sarno’s de-
parture. Mr. Sarno vacated his council
seat as he was required to do upon
moving to Scotch Plains.

“Yes, I’m a Republican. Yes, the
mayor is a Democrat. I didn’t know
how to ask a question to fellow Repub-
licans. I didn’t dare ask a fellow Demo-
crat. I did dare to ask our Mayor
Lombardo,” said Councilman Richard
McCormack.

Mayor Lombardo’s answer was “very
kind, very genuine, very honest, very
quick to respond,” Councilman
McCormack said.

On their behalf, Councilman
McCormack and Councilwoman
Bianco presented Mayor Lombardo
with a gift certificate they had pur-
chased to a local restaurant to thank him
for his service.

Councilman Marc Lazarow, Coun-
cilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock and
Councilwoman and Mayor-elect Sara
Todisco purchased an honorary gavel
for Mayor Lombardo. Ms. Todisco pre-
sented the surprise gift during closing
discussions on behalf of Democrats on
the council.

Mayor Lombardo would use a gavel
to call meetings to order, adjourn meet-
ings, and to quiet down a disruptive
audience or quarreling council.

“Not many people get to be elected
officials to represent their town, county

or state, let alone do it for 25 years. The
Lombardo family has done a lot for
Garwood,” said Councilwoman
Todisco as she presented Mayor
Lombardo with the gavel.

Ms. Todisco said whenever tumultu-
ous situations occurred, Mayor
Lombardo “always brought the situa-
tion right down with a joke and a smile.”

“Such a big heart and generous spirit,”
said Councilwoman Blumenstock to
describe Mayor Lombardo’s character
and presence while leading.

Mayor Lombardo is “such a kind
person” who “always makes challeng-
ing times easier, so we could get through
them,” stated Councilman Lazarow.

Resident Bruce Paterson said Mayor
Lombardo always “kept an even hand
on things” during his tenure as mayor.

Councilman Lazarow said he wanted
to thank Councilwoman Cuccaro for all
her service, reflecting “on the laughs”
they had while sitting next to each other
on the governing body for numerous
years.

Mr. Paterson stated that he wanted to
thank Ms. Cuccaro for “keeping her
promise of a zero-tax-increase year.”
Mr. Paterson stated, “it’s hard for poli-
ticians to deliver on what they prom-
ise.” He said he wanted to acknowledge
Ms. Cuccaro’s vigor towards conserva-
tive spending and protecting the tax-
payer.

In other business, Borough Engineer
Michael Disko reported that the
Hartman Park basketball court restora-
tion has been completed. Mr. Disko
said the contractor has agreed to resur-
face areas on the court, which dis-
played signs of water retention.

Councilwoman Todisco said the
South Avenue water main restoration
project is almost completed.

“Water mains on New Street will not
be replaced until early 2019 based on
the water company’s project comple-
tion projection,” Ms. Todisco said.

THANK YOU, MAYOR LOMBARDO...Garwood Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock presents a certificate to Mayor Charles Lombardo, thanking him for
his service as mayor to the Borough of Garwood.

Westfield’s Curbside Recycling
Cost to Almost Double

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town’s recy-
clable curbside collection contract was
awarded effective January 1, 2019, for
one year at an annual cost of $607,000
with Giordano Company at Tuesday’s
town council meeting. The town had
gone out to bid twice and then, after
receiving only the sole bid from
Giordano, had sought to negotiate with
other vendors, and after doing so had
not received any bids lower than the bid
provided by Giordano, Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea said.

The contract is “a little less than

double the cost,” of the previous con-
tract, Mr. Gildea explained. Also, plas-
tics accepted curbside will be numbers
1 and 2; most all other plastics can be
taken to the town’s recycling center by
residents. Increasing costs to haul
recyclables is an occurrence happen-
ing countrywide due to the poor mar-
kets of selling recyclables.

An ordinance to repeal a permit fee
for residential on-street parking was
adopted 7 to 1.

The contract with the union employ-
ees for the library was authorized and
salaries for four senior librarians were
set effective January 1, 2019.

A change order to the contract in
relation to the improvements at Parking
Lot no. 7 was increased to $350,939.51.
Town Engineer Kris McAloon said it
was due to the need for an increase in
the base asphalt.

Road projects slated for 2018 are to
be completed this year with the excep-
tion of Mindowaskin Park Drive, which
is delayed to next year to allow for the
new playground and sidewalks to be
completed, Mr. Gildea said. The play-
ground is expected to be completed
next week and a celebration of the park
may happen next year.

Memorial Park bathrooms are ex-
pected to be operational by opening day
2019, Mr. Gildea said.

Shopper parking in the downtown
will be free beginning Saturday through
New Year’s Day for the holiday season.

On another matter, an extension for
the revaluation is needed to complete
the process, Mr. Gildea said. Any prop-
erty owners who have completed the
revaluation will receive a letter in late
December through January indicating
the new assessment. Property owners
will have until May 1, 2019, to file an
appeal. The town’s last revaluation was
conducted in 1981, Mr. Gildea said.

During the mayor’s update, Mayor
Shelley Brindle said Addams Tavern is
expected to reopen next week. She also
listed a number of new businesses that
have opened and that will open in the
coming months in the downtown area.

AddamsFest’s inaugural year has
shown a net profit of $20,000, Mayor
Brindle said. There was $25,000 ap-
propriated in the 2018 municipal bud-
get for the weekend celebration of
Charles Addams. In promoting the
event, the town had reached about 3,600
people a day on average in social me-
dia, she said. She cited the value of free
promotion and volunteers. She said it
was estimated about 12,000 people had
participated in the many events. Also,
the art exhibit of Addams’ works had
attracted 2,000 visitors, she said.

“The economic benefit of our mer-
chants was significant,” Mayor Brindle
said.

Members of the mental health com-
mission were named, and will be posted
on the town website. Also, anyone seek-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
END OF AN ERA...Castle Bootery, above, is closing its Elm Street store after 70
years in Downtown Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BAGPIPE HOLIDAY TUNES...The Watson Highlanders Bagpipe Band walk
through Downtown Westfield while performing for shoppers Saturday afternoon.

Avallone. Health insurance programs
will not cover medical marijuana be-
cause it is “still deemed illegal” by
the federal government, she said. State
insurance programs will not cover
medical marijuana patients’ costs until
it becomes a “federal Schedule II”
drug versus its classification as a
Schedule 1 drug, stated Ms. Avallone.

Ms. Avallone said the New Jersey
Department of Health certainly wants
to be “involved in the legalization
discussion before the fact and not
after the fact,” meaning any public
health concerns should be addressed
pre-emptively so the risks can be
avoided or severely mitigated, stated
Ms. Avallone. She said whether a
portion of tax revenue from mari-
juana legalization will be earmarked
for substance-abuse education, pre-
vention or dangers has not been ad-
dressed by legislators.

Without any direction from the New
Jersey Department of Health, the ac-
tive role the Westfield Regional Health
Department will have in the post-
legalization environment will be lim-
ited until further notice, stated Ms.
Avallone.

Upon a suggestion from the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC), the health board
reviewed the Westfield Farmers Mar-
ket vendor fee schedule. Health Board
member Elizabeth Talmont stated that
GWACC members had asked if the
board of health could review the Farm-
ers Market vendor costs and perhaps
consider a “lower fee” for those who

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Marijuana Legalization
have a table to sell goods.

Board of Health President Thomas
K. O’Neill said the board will con-
sider a one-time “vendor fee” or table
fee of $75. The “one-time fee” would
allow a vendor access to one event
throughout the four seasons, stated
Mr. O’Neill. Vendors interested in
purchasing a table for only the Farm-
ers Market could pay $100 under the
“new possible fee schedule,” stated
Mr. O’Neill.

Vendors who wish to have access
to all Westfield street fairs and events,
including the Farmers Market, can
purchase an “all-inclusive vendor
pass” for $125, stated Mr. O’Neill.

Health Officer Helen Mendez said
the vendor fees offset the health
department’s effort and costs it must
put forth when protecting consumers
throughout the Farmers Market sea-
son and during other public events
where “street vendors” are present.
Vendors often sell food which is pre-
pared, presenting continued risks from
a health department perspective which
need to be monitored more than “just
say, fresh fruits or vegetables need to
be,” stated Ms. Mendez.

Westfield health officers will check
in the beginning of a Farmers Mar-
ket season and towards the end to
assure health standards are being
maintained, stated Ms. Mendez. If
violations occur or substandard con-
ditions are found, often oversight
will become more frequent through-
out the duration of the event, stated
Ms. Mendez.

surprised to learn the influx of parking
congestion generated by the rink has
impacted businesses in neighboring
Garwood.

Cherrybrook Premium Pet Supplies
is one such business, located on North
Avenue, and operated by Claudia
Loomis, who addressed last
Thursday’s meeting.

“We have had customers come in
continuously complaining to us that
they can’t find a place to park,” she
said. “Those are customers that care
enough to come back and shop our
store at a less busy time. I’m sure
there are other customers that can’t
find a place to park and move on to
Pet Valu or Pet Supplies.”

Ms. Loomis went on to cite a recent
local business Black Friday event
where her sales were down 24 per-
cent from the previous year.

“There has to be something done
so the hockey parents aren’t parking
in our lot,” she said.

At the end of the meeting, the advi-
sory committee stated it would compile
a list of pros and cons based on input
from the listening session. When asked
if this information would be made avail-
able to the public, future Westfield Rec-
reation Commission meetings were
mentioned as the place where the pub-
lic would be able to learn of the advi-
sory committee’s conclusions.

The rink’s 2019-2020 winter re-
newal will be an issue facing the
Westfield Town Council, where the
Gumbert rink will have to be ap-
proved through another council vote.

The advisory committee estimated
that next year’s proposal could be put
forth in March, around the time of
this season’s rink closure — when
Gumbert Park transitions back to
hosting basketball and baseball.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR TRUSTED ADVERTISERS

Cranford Schools Study
Discussed at BOE Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Demographic
and Facility Study performed by Ross
Haber, Ed.D., to ready the district for
full-day kindergarten, was discussed at
the board of education (BOE) meeting
Monday night.

Ross Haber Associates has been pro-
viding services to public-school dis-
tricts since 1995, according to its
website. The organization specializes
in demographic studies, enrollment pro-
jections, attendance zone analysis and
redistricting, facility utilization studies
and transportation efficiency studies.

Mr. Haber, who the district hired this
past spring, describes himself not as a
demographer, but as “an educational
business consultant.”

Hired to do a “preliminary study”
for the district, Mr. Haber was hired
to consider the “feasibility” of creat-
ing a comprehensive middle school
for the district and having full-day
kindergarten.

In the fall, the district sought to take
the plan further, which resulted in a 76-
page “data driven” report created by
Ross Haber that offers the district 10
options. The Reimagining plan, cur-
rently put forth by Superintendent Scott
Rubin, Ed.D., is one of those options.

This final report by Ross Haber
was made public onthe board of edu-
cation website Tuesday and will be
discussed at length at the community
meeting scheduled at Cranford High
School (CHS) on Monday, Decem-
ber 17.

This meeting was originally sched-
uled as a question-and-answer meet-

ing, but has now been changed to an
informational meeting that will deal
specifically with the 77-page report.

In other board business, the board
approved  to continue to offer a fee-
based full-day kindergarten program
for the 2019-2020 school year. The cost
for the 2019-2020 school year will be at
an annual tuition rate of $7,200 per
student, paid monthly at $720 per month.
Classes will be held at Walnut Avenue
School and Bloomingdale Avenue
School.

The full-day kindergarten program
will have two classes, with a minimum
of 20 and a maximum of 21 students
enrolled in each class, determined by a
lottery system.

The board acknowledged and ex-
pressed appreciation to board member
Daniel DeMarco, who, on December
31, 2018, will have successfully com-
pleted four years of dedicated service
on the Cranford BOE.

The board offered thanks to Mr.
DeMarco for his vision and leadership
in helping to develop an exemplary
educational program for the students of
the Cranford Public Schools and for
countless hours of preparation as a board
member, for his attendance at and par-
ticipation in numerous board meetings,
retreats and seminars, his representa-
tion on various committees, and his
dedication and service to the students
and staff of the Cranford school district.

New hires approved by the board
include Scott Steiner, a chemistry
teacher at CHS, and Shannon Lorenzo,
a Spanish-language teacher at CHS.

 The board’s reorganization meeting
is scheduled for Monday, January 7.

Hartz Mtn. Provides EIS
For Proposed Development

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Engineer for Hartz
Mountain Industries LLC, Jeffrey
Martell of Stonefield Engineering, pre-
sented an Environmental Impact Study
(EIS) of 750 Walnut Avenue, dated
November 28, to the planning board
Wednesday. Hartz is seeking to con-
struct a 900-unit development at the site.

Planning board member Dan
Aschenbach and residents questioned
why a study for contaminated soil was
not performed in the EIS, given that the
site was home to a variety of manufac-
turing and industrial companies, includ-
ing pharmaceuticals, and the adjacent
Hyatt Hills golf course is a brownfields
redevelopment site after General Mo-
tors shut down. Attorney for Hartz Moun-
tain, James Rhatican, cited the township
ordinance does not specify such a test is
necessitated.

Resident Kathy Allegro asked, “Do
you recall in the August planning board
meeting a discussion of an Environmen-
tal Impact Study by the board members
and residents whether or not there was
contamination in the soil going back to
1902 of manufacturing there?”

“I do,” Mr. Martell responded.
“Did that seem to you that the board

and residents...are concerned about in
rezoning the property?” Ms. Allegro in-
quired.

“We understand the concern, certainly,
and we don’t by virtue ... we don’t offer
an opinion that it shouldn’t be. At this
particular time, it is not necessarily part
of the strict requirements or request for
rezone. We acknowledge it needs to be
done. It is something the applicant has
chosen to do at a later time...there are
standards that DEP has that need to be
met. They would likely require some
action on the part of the applicant...,”
Mr. Martell said.

She asked if he felt knowing any envi-
ronmental hazardous material was on the
site was something the board would need
to know before making its decision.

“I don’t think that is a decision that I
make,” Mr. Martell said. “I think that’s
the board’s ultimate decision.”

Resident Gerry Caprario recited a list
of former operations that occurred at
750 Walnut Avenue, noting Shamrock
Technologies, which had chemicals on
site; Summit Trust Co.; Wilson UTC
Inc., a transportation freight and cargo
company; Schering Corp., which had
pharmaceutical preparations; Beechum
Products USA, a state cleanup site re-
lated to SmithKline Beechum, Inc.;
LabCorp, and a hazardous-waste pro-
gram run by Fuji Poly, Inc., as well as
Hartz Mountain Industries, Inc.

Mr. Martell said he did not look into
any of the public reports on these com-
panies that provide information pertain-
ing to the environmental aspects, but
had known some of those companies
were operating at the site. He said Hartz
had not provided any information re-
lated to these subjects.

Mr. Caprario also asked about the
type of fill that Melick-Tully and Asso-

ciates found in soil test pits. Mr. Martell
said the soil was not natural, but said it
is not “characterized as unique.” Mr.
Martell said he had no direct informa-
tion from Hartz Mountain regarding if
they were the owner who would have
added the non-native soil to the prop-
erty.

“We are confident that the site can be
developed ultimately as a residential use
with the DEP oversight,” Mr. Rhatican
said later.

Mr. Aschenbach later said Hyatt Hills
placed two feet of soil over the land
there to contain the contaminated soils.

The Hyatt Hills site is continuously
monitored with testing wells given the
original soil contains methyl tertiary-
butyl ether, a volatile organic compound
that belongs to a category known as
oxygenates. Oxygenates are added to
fuel to increase its oxygen content.

Mr. Aschenbach said he had a con-
cern that Hartz would investigate it later.
“There is a decision here whether this
should be residential or commercial,”
Mr. Aschenbach said.

Mr. Martell also said the Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) had no
concerns of the added sewage intake that
would come should the commercial prop-
erty be developed as residential. Hartz
Mountain is proposing to create 905
apartments, and two clubhouses with
two swimming pools.

RVSA stated in a letter to Stonefield
that its “conveyance and treatment fa-
cilities have adequate capacity and the
Township of Cranford has adequate flow
rights. Please note however that the
Authority operates a trunk sewer system
only and is not responsible for the col-
lection system within the member mu-
nicipality. Therefore, the Authority is
unable to provide verification of the
adequacy of the township’s internal col-
lection system capacity and/or any in-
formation regarding the location of ex-
isting facilities in the vicinity of the site
in question, or design, connection, us-
age, or frontage fees imposed by the
township…”

Also, Mr. Martell performed
stormwater management calculations.
The drainage plans consist of two under-
ground detention basins, expanding one
above-ground detention basin, and cre-
ating one new above-ground basin, he
said. He said the plan would have a
slight positive impact to stormwater run-
off.

No negative impacts, in Mr. Martell’s
opinion, would occur to the historic
Sunny Acres district, which is a neigh-
borhood located within about 1,600 feet,
or the Rahway River.

There was no cross-examination by
the planning board’s engineer.

The application is expected to con-
tinue in 2019, when Keenan Hughes, the
applicant’s planner, and the traffic engi-
neer, Karl Pehnke, would present fur-
ther testimony. Mr. Hughes was present
at the beginning of the board meeting
but the board said it was not informed
that he would be present, so he was
asked to come back on another date.

ing to serve on a board or commission
can submit an application by tomor-
row, Friday, December 14.

Addressing the potential of the legal-
ization of marijuana in New Jersey,
Mayor Brindle had said she would seek
public input on the matter, and establish
a commission next year to evaluate and
make recommendations. She said no
decision will be made about the town
allowing marijuana to be sold in the
municipality without “broad input.”

A joint statement with Mayor Brindle
and Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan, Ed.D., was released on Mon-
day, the mayor said, about an incident
at Edison Intermediate School. “We
jointly condemn all acts of racism, anti-
Semitism, bigotry, and expressions of
hatred targeting any minority group,
religion, or ideology,” she said.

During public comments, three resi-
dents from the Gumbert Park neighbor-
hood had spoken about the impacts of
the ice rink that was installed there by
Ken Anderson, owner of Union Sports
Arena, to operate an ice-hockey rink in
an agreement with the town to lease the
land.

Susan Levy, who lives two doors
away from the rink, said prior to the rink
opening the neighbors were advised
noise was not going to be a problem,
parking would be sufficient, lighting
adequate… She noted that since the
rink is now covering the storm drain on
the basketball court that the adjacent
playground is covered in ice. She said it
is a “Tale of broken promises.” She
compared the “thwack” of a hockey
puck to a gunshot, said construction
began before the contracted start date
of October 1, and went on until 11 p.m.
in the nights leading up to the opening
day, that parking is insufficient, and that
additional lights were installed around
the area, among other issues.

“A commercial hockey rink does not
work at Gumbert Park,” she said.

Colleen Meacock, who lives across
the street from the parking lot intended
for the players and workers of the rink,
said the sounds of the rink, buses, and
people outside can be heard from her
children’s bedrooms and “is intensified
at night.” “My children have to tune out
noise just to do homework,” she said.
Also, the new LED lights installed at
the streetlight, a spotlight at the base-
ball field, and parking lot lights now
can be seen from inside her home.

She noted that ice time is available 16
percent of the time for public sessions,
and 50 percent of that is for hockey.
Ninety-two percent of total usage is for
ice hockey, and the majority of ice
hockey sessions are allocated to resi-
dents outside of Westfield, she said.

“Westfield and Garwood residents
are bearing the burden for a for-profit
business owner,” Ms. Meacock said.
She asked the town to “find a better
location for the ice rink.”

Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan said,
“I take exception to the way this pro-
cess has been handled from the
beginning…the issues you present are
not fair to anybody in any ward.”

“Mr. Anderson has been a bad neigh-
bor,” Ms. Neylan said.

Mayor Brindle said the town council
meeting is not the forum to discuss the
rink.

“I think this is the proper forum. I
don’t think they should be marginalized
to a listening session,” Ms. Neylan said.

Mayor Brindle also said that she has
heard from other residents in the neigh-
borhood who have voiced that they are
happy with the rink, and said all voices
should be heard.

Ms. Neylan also noted that in the
parking lot behind the stores in Garwood
adjacent to the rink that drivers are
“reckless.”

“These are very serious issues that
are unfortunately impacting a very tight
area…I’m sorry you are enduring this,”
Ms. Neylan said.

Jeff Pate, of Salter Place, noted that
the planning board denied a subdivi-
sion on New England Drive after resi-
dents were opposed. “Please give us
that same courtesy,” he said.

Resident Janice Karlen Pollack of
Summit Avenue asked for policing of
on-street parking in her neighborhood
because commuters park there daily all
day and are not being ticketed. The
result is she cannot place her leaves on
the street and she cannot park.

Another resident made a comment
about a stolen car from the premises of
the 7-Eleven on Central Avenue that
was then used in an armed robbery in
Irvington. Shawn Mullen of Carleton
Road. which is nearby 7-Eleven, said
the theft and armed robbers are a detri-
ment to the neighborhood. He called on
the mayor to “gut” the planning board
of any of the members who voted to
approve the application that allowed
the 7-Eleven and consider a number of
changes to the master plan including
banning 24/7 operations of a conve-
nience store.

The council had then entered into
executive session. The town council
reorganization meeting is to be held
Thursday, January 3, at 6:30 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Ice Rink

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A SWISS TRADITION IN WESTFIELD...The New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts Alphorns performing in Downtown Westfield this past Saturday.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
BAAAAA….At Sunday’s Live Nativity and Petting Zoo, held on the front lawn of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, children got to feed sheep, a baby goat, a
young cow and a lama while costumed characters from the congregation brought
the nativity scene to life.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PRIME REAL ESTATE...Victoria’s Secret on East Broad Street in Westfield is
to close at the end of January 2019.
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Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
ANNUAL SENIOR LUNCHEON...The Fanwood Seniors Club annual holiday luncheon held December 10 at Snuffy's
Pantagis Renaissance in Scotch Plains featured live entertainment by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Moonglowers
and a menu of prime rib, salmon and chicken picatta. Pictured are Club President Joe Bruno, pictured standing, with Borough
Council members Anthony Carter, far left,  Kathy Mitchell, second from left, Tom Kranz, standing, right, Russ Huegel, far
right, and Borough Administrator Eleanor McGovern, second from right.

Zoning Board Denies LED
Sign Application at SPFHS

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning
board of adjustment wrapped up its
2018 agenda by denying an applica-
tion from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education to replace the
existing electronic LED one-color
sign in front of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School on Westfield
Road with a new electronic LED
multi-color sign.

At its December 6 meeting, the
zoning board told school-board
representatives that their applica-
tion lacked sufficient details and
specification such as the height of
the proposed sign. With only five
board members present — and five
affirmative votes needed to ap-
prove the application — the board
of education nonetheless chose to
proceed with the hearing, which
ended with the board voting to
deny.

Under the rules, the board of edu-
cation, if it wants to again submit an

application, will have to do so with an
application that is “substantially dif-
ferent” from the one submitted last
week.

A second application on the
agenda last week will be contin-
ued at the board’s February 7 meet-
ing. Fabricio and Suzanne Silva,
whose home is at 2409 Bryant
Avenue at the corner of Poets
Place, were seeking to install a
40-foot length of six-foot-high
fencing along Poets Place.

 But the fence was to be installed
on a township easement, and the
Silvas were told they first need to
have an agreement with the munici-
pality to place the fence on the ease-
ment since the board is not able to
grant such a request.

The board did approve an applica-
tion by Steve and Erica Needle to
construct a single-car detached ga-
rage at their residence at 19 Allenby
Lane.

The board’s reorganization meet-
ing is set for Thursday, January 3.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
LUNCH TIME...Fanwoodians Bob and Grace Kruthers are joined by Council-
man Tom Kranz , pictured center, at the Fanwood Seniors Club annual holiday
luncheon held December 10 at Snuffy's Pantagis Renaissance in Scotch Plains.

Health Board Discusses
Marijuana Legalization

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield Re-
gional Health Department director
Megan Avallone said at the
Westfield Board of Health meeting
on December 3 that the New Jersey
Department of Health has “not been
brought to the table, yet” when ad-
dressing “public health concerns”
regarding “legalized marijuana.”
Legislation to legalize possession
and personal use recreation mari-
juana in New Jersey was passed by
the Senate and Assembly budget
committees last month and now
awaits a full vote in the Legislature.
The last scheduled voting session
for 2018 is Monday, December 17.

Ms. Avallone said since Colo-
rado legalized marijuana “several
years back,” there have been “no
directly correlated increases in ve-
hicular accidents” resulting from
legalized marijuana consumption.
Ms. Avallone said vehicular acci-
dents often involved alcohol con-
sumption with marijuana consump-
tion, which made a direct correla-
tion to marijuana-impaired driving
difficult to define when profession-
als studied accident statistics post
legalization.

There is no active impaired-driv-
ing roadside test for marijuana like
the breathalyzer exists for discern-
ing an intoxicated driver and what
defines the degree of intoxication,
stated Ms. Avallone.

Westfield Health Board member
Neal Snitow stated he “fears” for
unimpaired drivers who must navi-
gate the roads in a post-legalization
environment.

However, after reviewing the
health impacts and health depart-
ment information disseminated
throughout Washington and Colo-
rado following similar recreational

marijuana legalization measures,
there was health educational mate-
rial expressing concerns with “mari-
juana consumers who were actively
breastfeeding,” stated Ms. Avallone.

Ms. Avallone said “there seemed
to be information discussing con-
cerns with breastfeeding mothers”
who were simultaneously or had
consumed marijuana recreationally.
Ms. Avallone did not specify the
defined negative health impacts for
newborns who had been breastfed
by a mother who consumed mari-
juana or even the frequency of ex-
posure.

Often medical marijuana patients
will pay anywhere from $500 to
$1,000 out of pocket for a month
supply of marijuana, stated Ms.
Avallone. Health insurance pro-
grams will not cover medical mari-
juana because it is “still deemed
illegal” by the federal government,
she said. State insurance programs
will not cover medical marijuana
patients’ costs until it becomes a
“federal Schedule II” drug versus
its classification as a Schedule 1
drug, stated Ms. Avallone.

Ms. Avallone said the New Jersey
Department of Health certainly
wants to be “involved in the legal-
ization discussion before the fact
and not after the fact,” meaning any
public health concerns should be
addressed pre-emptively so the risks
can be avoided or severely miti-
gated, stated Ms. Avallone. She said
whether a portion of tax revenue
from marijuana legalization will be
earmarked for substance-abuse edu-
cation, prevention or dangers has
not been addressed by legislators.

Without any direction from the
New Jersey Department of Health,
the active role the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department will have

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RESOLUTIONS…On behalf of the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders,
Al Mirabella, left, who also is Scotch Plains township manager, presents indi-
vidual resolutions of thanks and congratulations to representatives at the Scotch
Plains Mayor’s Charity Gala on December 1. Joining them is Mayor Al Smith,
second from left. Over 200 attendees at the Shackamaxon Country Club danced,
dined and raised money to help honor the first responders of Scotch Plains.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IT HAD TO BE MOONGLOW…Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Jazz Band Moonglowers played at the cocktail hour of the 28th Annual
Mayor’s Charity Gala held at the Shackamaxon Country Club on December 1.
Vocalist Cristabella Fortna entertained with vocals with the rhythm section of the
award-winning group. The fundraising event honored First Responders in the
town, namely, the police, firefighters and rescue squad.

Recreation Commission Discusses
Lighting at Ponderosa Park

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Resident Rita
Selesner wrote a letter to the recreation
commission addressing “concerns sta-
dium lights at Ponderosa Park would
have on neighboring properties,” if
“lights accompanied the field turfing”
proposed for installation at Ponderosa
Park, recreation commissioner Mike
Walsh said at Monday night’s commis-
sion meeting.

The commission decided not to pro-
vide “support for lighting” or “support
against lights” until “further questions
are answered from the county,” which
owns the park, stated Mr. Walsh. Ms.
Selesner’s letter prompted discussion
about the lights luminosity, field up-
keep and priority scheduling for field
use regarding non-Scotch Plains teams
versus Scotch Plains teams.

At a prior recreation meeting, Union
County park maintenance director,
Michael Brennan, said Union County
will install turf fields at Ponderosa.
Although many Scotch Plains residents
utilize the Cooper Road park, Ponde-
rosa is a county park, Mr. Brennan had
stated. Ponderosa was chosen as “one
of several county designated parks”
which will be “revitalized or enhanced
with upgrades” in the upcoming year,
Mr. Brennan said.

 Mr. Brennan was not present at
Monday’s meeting, but provided the
initial commentary during a project pre-
sentation at a prior recreation meeting.

The turf will allow individuals, teams
from various sports to practice within
the same day in “almost or preceding all
weather conditions” without having to
wait for “grass recovery” or “constant

maintenance,” Mr. Brennan said.
Mr. Brennan had said it is common

for “almost all new turf fields” to have
“lighting” provided, allowing athletes,
teams and recreation to continue
throughout the winter months and into
the evening throughout the spring and
summer months. Scotch Plains Parks
and Recreation Director DJ Salvante
said the final decision for “lights or to
turf the field” is the county’s decision,
“as it is a county park.” However, the
county asked for feedback on whether
“lights would be appreciated by the
recreation commission,” Mr. Salvante
said.

Commissioner Alfonse Akins said a
“deciding factor” would be how much
Scotch Plains residents and Scotch
Plains teams would benefit from the
added play time the “lights would pro-
vide.” Mr. Walsh said he had concerns
if numerous neighbors were disrupted
by the lights and “out-of-town club
teams” had priority over Scotch Plains
recreation teams.

Commissioner Tom Donatelli stated
he understands how during the “late fall
or winter months” in the early evening
there is only “one to two hours of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Council OKs Housing Ordinances,
IDs Parker Gardens Developer

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – In advance of
a compliance hearing on Wednesday,
the township council on Tuesday night
passed a flurry of ordinances that will
be presented to a court to show that the
municipality is progressing in meeting
its affordable-housing obligations that
were agreed to with developers earlier
this year.

At its final meeting of the year, the
governing body unanimously ap-
proved three ordinances including an
updated affordable-housing ordinance,
one related to development fees and a

third related to mandatory affordable-
housing set-asides. Earlier, the council
had passed two resolutions pertaining
to the township’s affordable-housing
spending plan and another related to
the township’s marketing plan for af-
fordable units.

In a related move, the council also
approved a redevelopment plan for the
former Parker Gardens site and named
SP Reserve Urban Renewal LLC as
the developer. Planner Michael
Mistretta of Harbor Consultants, which
is advising the township on redevelop-
ment matters, said the developer will
have 120 days to submit a formal site

plan to the planning board for ap-
proval.

The council also approved a private
outdoor surveillance camera registry,
which Police Chief Ted Conley ex-
plained was aimed at assisting police
when investigating crimes that may
have been captured by security cam-
eras placed outside residences. He said
that oftentimes when police are inves-
tigating an incident like a home break-
in and want to interview neighbors
who may have witnessed suspicious
activity, they are often not at home
during the day when police knock on
their door. If they have outdoor cam-
eras that might have recorded a sus-
pect, the police could then ask to view
the videotape.

Chief Conley emphasized that the
registry, which he said would provide
“thousands of more eyes,” was volun-
tary and was for police investigations
only, adding that any videotape used
by the police would not be available to
the public under any open-records re-
quest.

In other business, final approval was
given to a new ordinance governing
the use and placement of LED signs
outside such facilities as the YMCA
and public schools. Mayor Alexander
Smith said the new regulations will
provide “an orderly way” to place
those type of signs.

The council approved the creation
of two new subcommittees, one of
which is an affordable-housing advi-
sory committee that will advise and
assist the governing body relative to
its affordable-housing obligations and
regulations. An historic preservation
advisory committee is being estab-
lished to advise the council in research-
ing historic and culturally-significant
properties and sites in Scotch Plains.
The vote to establish the two subcom-
mittees was 3 to 0, with Democrats
John Del Sordi, Jr. and Elizabeth

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Planning Board Discusses
Parker Traffic Study

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Marijuana Legalization

in the post-legalization environment
will be limited until further notice,
stated Ms. Avallone.

Upon a suggestion from the
Greater Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce (GWACC), the health
board reviewed the Westfield
Farmers Market vendor fee sched-
ule. Health Board member Eliza-
beth Talmont stated that GWACC
members had asked if the board of
health could review the Farmers
Market vendor costs and perhaps
consider a “lower fee” for those
who have a table to sell goods.

Board of Health President Tho-
mas K. O’Neill said the board will
consider a one-time “vendor fee”
or table fee of $75. The “one-time
fee” would allow a vendor access
to one event throughout the four
seasons, stated Mr. O’Neill.

Vendors interested in purchas-
ing a table for only the Farmers
Market could pay $100 under the
“new possible fee schedule,” stated
Mr. O’Neill.

Vendors who wish to have ac-
cess to all Westfield street fairs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The plan-
ning board on Monday wrapped up
its 2018 business by endorsing sev-
eral pending ordinances related to
the township’s affordable-housing
obligations.

At the end of its brief meeting,
Board Chairwoman Paulette
Coronato declared that the board
has “really accomplished a lot” this
year regarding affordable housing
and downtown redevelopment, and
thanked the board and its planner,
Harbor Consultants, for “the very
important work we’ve done this
year.”

Earlier, during a discussion of the
redevelopment plan for the former
Parker Gardens property on Terrill
Road, which is slated to have five
apartment buildings containing 181
units and seven townhouses with 47
units, board member Richard
Fortunato inquired about the scope
of a required traffic study at the site,
wondering if the study will include
conclusions about the impact of the

new development on a thorough-
fare that is already congested at
certain times of the day.

Professional planner Katherine
O’Kane of Harbor Consultants said
the traffic study will include con-
clusions that will then be used as a
basis for negotiating with SP Re-
serve Urban Renewal, the devel-
oper, about mitigating any negative
effects of the development on Terrill
Road traffic. Board attorney Robert
Pansulla said the study will be part
of the site-plan approval process
before the planning board and could,
for instance, lead to the installation
of a traffic light at the property.

Mrs. Coronato reminded the board
that, with Terrill Road being a county
road, Union County officials “will
have a say” in how traffic is managed
at the site. Mayor Alexander Smith
said the traffic study is part of the
township’s due diligence when it
comes to ensuring an orderly build-
ing of housing in the years ahead.

The planning board’s reorganiza-
tion meeting is set for Monday, Janu-
ary 7.

and events, including the Farmers
Market, can purchase an “all-in-
clusive vendor pass” for $125,
stated Mr. O’Neill.

Health Officer Helen Mendez
said the vendor fees offset the
health department’s effort and costs
it must put forth when protecting
consumers throughout the Farmers
Market season and during other
public events where “street ven-
dors” are present. Vendors often
sell food which is prepared, pre-
senting continued risks from a
health department perspective
which need to be monitored more
than “just say, fresh fruits or veg-
etables need to be,” stated Ms.
Mendez.

Westfield health officers will
check in the beginning of a Farm-
ers Market season and towards the
end to assure health standards are
being maintained, stated Ms.
Mendez. If violations occur or sub-
standard conditions are found, of-
ten oversight will become more
frequent throughout the duration
of the event, stated Ms. Mendez.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STORE CLOSINGS...Castle Bootery, above, is closing its Elm Street store after
70 years in Downtown Westfield, while Victoria’s Secret, below, is shutting its
East Broad Street store at the end of January.

sunlight” after students return from
school. The lights would allow for con-
tinued play into the early evening dur-
ing these months, a realized “added
benefit for Scotch Plains youth,” Com-
missioner Donatelli said.

Commissioner Deanna Del Bene said
she supports the lights as they provide
a “necessary utility for practices, games
and recreational activity” during a ma-
jority of seasons.

“Modern field lighting” is designed
to be not as luminous or create “ light
seepage into neighboring properties,”
Mr. Salvante said.

Mr. Brennan had stated town ordi-
nances can be crafted to respect neighbor-
ing properties if neighbors have concerns
with the lights disrupting their homes
during “sleeping hours.” He said existing
town ordinances regarding light and sound
disruption would be applied immediately
to the park following renovations.

The commission unanimously agreed
before supporting the project to seek
further information on whether the county
plans to install lights, the luminous im-
pact on surrounding properties, and how
field scheduling will be prioritized.

Residents Comment on Pros,
Cons of Gumbert Ice Rink

By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Residents and
town officials of both Westfield and
Garwood met last Thursday night
inside the Westfield Town Council
Chambers to discuss the Gumbert
Park ice rink. The meeting covered
issues concerning noise, parking,
safety and the business impact to
the Westfield and Garwood com-
munities affected by the project.

The listening session was hosted
by an advisory committee, a body
of individuals involved with the
project, among them Ken Ander-
son, operator of the Gumbert rink
and owner of the Union Sports
Arena, who proposed the project
earlier in the year, which was then
approved by the Westfield Town
Council in a 6-to-3 vote.

Elected officials from both towns,
including Westfield Second Ward
Councilman Michael Dardia and
Garwood Mayor-elect Sara Todisco,
both of whom sat with the advisory
committee, heard both sides of the
rink’s impact at the well-attended
meeting.

The listening session featured rec-
ommendations from impacted sec-
tions of the community including
residents, business owners and those
living around Gumbert Park — a
collection of taxpayers from both
Westfield and Garwood.

The meeting began with com-
ments delivered by Megan Ryan of
Fairmont Avenue. Ms. Ryan co-
chaired a recent skate night where
tickets sold out in under an hour.

“I wanted to give everybody an
idea of what the rink means to the
Washington School community,”
she said. “Parents came full circle
as they skated with their children.
Many of those parents remember
when the Gumbert parking lot was
intentionally flooded so kids could
skate,” she said. “Ice skating is
one of those things you never for-
get.”

While the Gumbert rink hosts pub-
lic skating as well as various events
and skating lessons, the rink is pri-
marily there to provide a place for
community hockey including youth,
adult and family hockey.

But for Garwood residents, in-
cluding residents of The Pointe, a
community of townhome condo-
miniums bordering the rink, the
Gumbert rink comes at a cost to
those living around it.

One such resident was Christine
Spear, head of the Homeowners As-

sociation of The Pointe, who com-
municated the anguish of Pointe
residents — many of whom joined
her at the meeting.

“One example which I heard over
and over again are pucks striking
boards so loud it sounds like gun-
fire,” said Ms. Spear. “You might
think that’s an exaggeration; it’s
not.”

The exasperation extended to
Westfield residents as well. Other
speakers stated that rink visitors
frequently ignore the parking rules,
and they now find the streets con-
gested with cars idling around the
rink.

Many inside the chambers also
were surprised to learn the influx of
parking congestion generated by the
rink has impacted businesses in
neighboring Garwood.

Cherrybrook Premium Pet Sup-
plies is one such business, located
on North Avenue, and operated by
Claudia Loomis, who addressed last
Thursday’s meeting.

“We have had customers come in
continuously complaining to us that
they can’t find a place to park,” she
said. “Those are customers that care
enough to come back and shop our
store at a less busy time. I’m sure
there are other customers that can’t
find a place to park and move on to
Pet Valu or Pet Supplies.”

Ms. Loomis went on to cite a
recent local business Black Friday
event where her sales were down 24
percent from the previous year.

“There has to be something done
so the hockey parents aren’t park-
ing in our lot,” she said.

At the end of the meeting, the
advisory committee stated it would
compile a list of pros and cons
based on input from the listening
session. When asked if this infor-
mation would be made available
to the public, future Westfield Rec-
reation Commission meetings
were mentioned as the place where
the public would be able to learn
of the advisory committee’s con-
clusions.

The rink’s 2019-2020 winter re-
newal will be an issue facing the
Westfield Town Council, where the
Gumbert rink will have to be ap-
proved through another council vote.

The advisory committee esti-
mated that next year’s proposal
could be put forth in March, around
the time of this season’s rink clo-
sure — when Gumbert Park transi-
tions back to hosting basketball and
baseball.

Hartz Mtn. Provides EIS
For Proposed Development

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Engineer for Hartz
Mountain Industries LLC, Jeffrey
Martell of Stonefield Engineering, pre-
sented an Environmental Impact Study
(EIS) of 750 Walnut Avenue, dated
November 28, to the planning board
Wednesday. Hartz is seeking to con-
struct a 900-unit development at the
site.

Planning board member Dan
Aschenbach and residents questioned
why a study for contaminated soil was
not performed in the EIS, given that the
site was home to a variety of manufac-
turing and industrial companies, in-
cluding pharmaceuticals, and the adja-
cent Hyatt Hills golf course is a
brownfields redevelopment site after
General Motors shut down. Attorney
for Hartz Mountain, James Rhatican,
cited the township ordinance does not
specify such a test is necessitated.

Resident Kathy Allegro asked, “Do
you recall in the August planning board
meeting a discussion of an Environ-
mental Impact Study by the board mem-
bers and residents whether or not there
was contamination in the soil going
back to 1902 of manufacturing there?”

“I do,” Mr. Martell responded.
“Did that seem to you that the board

and residents...are concerned about in
rezoning the property?” Ms. Allegro
inquired.

“We understand the concern, cer-
tainly, and we don’t by virtue ... we
don’t offer an opinion that it shouldn’t
be. At this particular time, it is not
necessarily part of the strict require-
ments or request for rezone. We ac-
knowledge it needs to be done. It is
something the applicant has chosen to
do at a later time...there are standards
that DEP has that need to be met. They
would likely require some action on the
part of the applicant...,” Mr. Martell
said.

She asked if he felt knowing any
environmental hazardous material was
on the site was something the board
would need to know before making its
decision.

“I don’t think that is a decision that I
make,” Mr. Martell said. “I think that’s
the board’s ultimate decision.”

Resident Gerry Caprario recited a
list of former operations that occurred
at 750 Walnut Avenue, noting Sham-
rock Technologies, which had chemi-
cals on site; Summit Trust Co.; Wilson
UTC Inc., a transportation freight and
cargo company; Schering Corp., which
had pharmaceutical preparations;
Beechum Products USA, a state cleanup
site related to SmithKline Beechum,
Inc.; LabCorp, and a hazardous-waste
program run by Fuji Poly, Inc., as well
as Hartz Mountain Industries, Inc.

Mr. Martell said he did not look into
any of the public reports on these com-
panies that provide information per-
taining to the environmental aspects,
but had known some of those compa-
nies were operating at the site. He said
Hartz had not provided any informa-
tion related to these subjects.

Mr. Caprario also asked about the
type of fill that Melick-Tully and Asso-
ciates found in soil test pits. Mr. Martell
said the soil was not natural, but said it
is not “characterized as unique.” Mr.
Martell said he had no direct informa-
tion from Hartz Mountain regarding if
they were the owner who would have
added the non-native soil to the prop-
erty.

“We are confident that the site can be
developed ultimately as a residential
use with the DEP oversight,” Mr.
Rhatican said later.

Mr. Aschenbach later said Hyatt Hills
placed two feet of soil over the land
there to contain the contaminated soils.

The Hyatt Hills site is continuously
monitored with testing wells given the

original soil contains methyl tertiary-
butyl ether, a volatile organic com-
pound that belongs to a category known
as oxygenates. Oxygenates are added
to fuel to increase its oxygen content.

Mr. Aschenbach said he had a con-
cern that Hartz would investigate it
later. “There is a decision here whether
this should be residential or commer-
cial,” Mr. Aschenbach said.

Mr. Martell also said the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA) had
no concerns of the added sewage intake
that would come should the commer-
cial property be developed as residen-
tial. Hartz Mountain is proposing to
create 905 apartments, and two club-
houses with two swimming pools.

RVSA stated in a letter to Stonefield
that its “conveyance and treatment fa-
cilities have adequate capacity and the
Township of Cranford has adequate
flow rights. Please note however that
the Authority operates a trunk sewer
system only and is not responsible for
the collection system within the mem-
ber municipality. Therefore, the Au-
thority is unable to provide verification
of the adequacy of the township’s inter-
nal collection system capacity and/or
any information regarding the location
of existing facilities in the vicinity of the
site in question, or design, connection,
usage, or frontage fees imposed by the
township…”

Also, Mr. Martell performed
stormwater management calculations.
The drainage plans consist of two un-
derground detention basins, expanding
one above-ground detention basin, and
creating one new above-ground basin,
he said. He said the plan would have a
slight positive impact to stormwater
runoff.

No negative impacts, in Mr. Martell’s
opinion, would occur to the historic
Sunny Acres district, which is a neigh-
borhood located within about 1,600
feet, or the Rahway River.

There was no cross-examination by
the planning board’s engineer.

The application is expected to con-
tinue in 2019, when Keenan Hughes,
the applicant’s planner, and the traffic
engineer, Karl Pehnke, would present
further testimony. Mr. Hughes was
present at the beginning of the board
meeting but the board said it was not
informed that he would be present, so
he was asked to come back on another
date.
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Garwood Thanks Lombardo,
Cuccaro, Bianco for Service

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo, Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro and Councilwoman Stephanie
Bianco were presented with honorary
certificates for their service at the last
borough council meeting for 2018.
Mayor Lombardo served the last four
years as Garwood’s mayor and previ-
ously served 21 years on the borough
council. Ms. Cuccaro has served as a
councilwoman since January 2016.
Councilwoman Bianco was appointed
upon Councilman Joseph Sarno’s de-
parture. Mr. Sarno vacated his council
seat as he was required to do upon
moving to Scotch Plains.

“Yes, I’m a Republican. Yes, the
mayor is a Democrat. I didn’t know
how to ask a question to fellow Repub-
licans. I didn’t dare ask a fellow Demo-
crat. I did dare to ask our Mayor
Lombardo,” said Councilman Richard
McCormack.

Mayor Lombardo’s answer was “very
kind, very genuine, very honest, very
quick to respond,” Councilman
McCormack said.

On their behalf, Councilman
McCormack and Councilwoman
Bianco presented Mayor Lombardo
with a gift certificate they had pur-
chased to a local restaurant to thank him
for his service.

Councilman Marc Lazarow, Coun-
cilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock and
Councilwoman and Mayor-elect Sara
Todisco purchased an honorary gavel
for Mayor Lombardo. Ms. Todisco pre-
sented the surprise gift during closing
discussions on behalf of Democrats on
the council.

Mayor Lombardo would use a gavel
to call meetings to order, adjourn meet-
ings, and to quiet down a disruptive
audience or quarreling council.

“Not many people get to be elected
officials to represent their town, county
or state, let alone do it for 25 years. The
Lombardo family has done a lot for
Garwood,” said Councilwoman
Todisco as she presented Mayor
Lombardo with the gavel.

Ms. Todisco said whenever tumultu-
ous situations occurred, Mayor
Lombardo “always brought the situa-
tion right down with a joke and a smile.”

“Such a big heart and generous spirit,”
said Councilwoman Blumenstock to
describe Mayor Lombardo’s character
and presence while leading.

Mayor Lombardo is “such a kind
person” who “always makes challeng-
ing times easier, so we could get through
them,” stated Councilman Lazarow.

Resident Bruce Paterson said Mayor
Lombardo always “kept an even hand
on things” during his tenure as mayor.

Councilman Lazarow said he wanted
to thank Councilwoman Cuccaro for all
her service, reflecting “on the laughs”
they had while sitting next to each other
on the governing body for numerous
years.

Mr. Paterson stated that he wanted to
thank Ms. Cuccaro for “keeping her
promise of a zero-tax-increase year.”
Mr. Paterson stated, “it’s hard for poli-
ticians to deliver on what they prom-
ise.” He said he wanted to acknowledge
Ms. Cuccaro’s vigor towards conserva-
tive spending and protecting the tax-
payer.

In other business, Borough Engineer
Michael Disko reported that the
Hartman Park basketball court restora-
tion has been completed. Mr. Disko
said the contractor has agreed to resur-
face areas on the court, which dis-
played signs of water retention.

Councilwoman Todisco said the
South Avenue water main restoration
project is almost completed.

“Water mains on New Street will not
be replaced until early 2019 based on
the water company’s project comple-
tion projection,” Ms. Todisco said.

THANK YOU, MAYOR LOMBARDO...Garwood Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock presents a resolution to Mayor Charles Lombardo, thanking him for
his service as mayor to the Borough of Garwood.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ponderosa

Stamler abstaining after Mr. Del Sordi
said he felt the new Democrat-con-
trolled council that takes office on
January 1 should be the one to take
action.

Township Manager Al Mirabella
trumpeted the township’s renewed
AAA bond rating, which he said was
an indication of the “excellent finan-
cial position” of the township. He
also said on Tuesday that the final
round of the fall leaf-collection pro-
gram will take place next week.

Tuesday’s meeting was the final
one for Councilman Del Sordi, who
chose not to seek re-election, and
Andrew Bondarowicz, who lost an
election bid last month. Mayor Smith
presented both men with plaques of
appreciation.

At the start of the meeting, the
mayor presented certificates to high-
school athletes who excelled in fall
sports and also gave out medals to a
dozen residents, young and older, who
took part in four road races over the
course of the year as part of the
Mayor’s Wellness Program. Chief
Conley also introduced Officer Eric
Fricks as the newest member of his
department.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Call today to set up your private tour. 877-395-1715

Your Life, Your Plan, Your Life Plan Community

Living well is easy at Fellowship Village. Here, you’ll enjoy  
maintenance-free living, farm-to-table dining, a variety of amenities 
to encourage a robust social calendar and good friends to share 
great times with.  After all, living well is the best kind of wellness.

You’re going to love our approach to “wellness.” 

8000 Fellowship Road
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

    ways
           to live well.

Explore our new website! 
FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

The Personal Injury

Attorneys at

Bramnick Law

welcome new

lawyers to our team:

Stephen A. Satkin, a litigator, who was

formerly with Cramer, Satkin

is now “of counsel” to Bramnick Law.

Wade Suthard, a certified civil trial attorney.

We are very proud of our attorneys listed below:

Jon M. Bramnick, Esq.
John C. Rodriguez, Esq.

Gary J. Grabas, Esq.
Jonathan P. Arnold, Esq.
Patrick J. Mangan, Esq.

Jose Vilarino, Esq.
Richard M. Brockway, Esq.

Carl A. Salisbury, Esq.

Gavin Handwerker, Esq.
Brian J. Trembley, Esq.

Kelly A. Lynch, Esq.
Susan E. Kinsella, Esq.

Brent A. Bramnick, Esq.
Michael Noriega, Esq.
Cristina Carreno, Esq.

Robert C. Rowbotham, II., Esq.

Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold & Mangan, LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000   www.jonbramnick.com

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
TAILS OF HOPE...Union County Sheriff Peter Corvelli thanks Linda Blick from the Tails of Hope Foundation and Toni
Giordano Picerno and Rich Picerno for the donation of Canine Counterterrorism Operational First Aid Kits (COFAK) to
the teams of the Union County’s Sheriff’s K-9 Search and Rescue Unit. They were joined by Undersheriff Jonathan Parham
and officers from the K-9 unit. The Picernos, owners of Picerno Giordano Construction in Kenilworth, donated the COFAKs
to the Sheriff’s Office through the Tails of Hope Foundation. Each of the Sheriff’s 5 K-9 teams received one of the kits, which
contains more than 100 items, including nerve gas and narcotic antidotes, combat gauze, tourniquets and a portable canine
stretcher. For more information about Tails of Hope Foundation, visit www.tailsofhopefoundation.org.

Courtesy of Beth Ellen Hornstein
PUBLIC SKATE...Tamaques School recently sold out a public skate event at the
new Westfield ice rink at Gumbert Park. More than 250 kids and families showed
up to skate. Pictured are Mila Payne, Reid Snyder, Sophie Santelice, Julia
Janaczek and Lily Erneta.

Accreditation Assessment
Team Invites Public Comment

CRANFORD — A team of asses-
sors from the New Jersey State As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police
(NJSACOP) will arrive on Sunday,
December 16, to examine all as-
pects of the Cranford Police De-
partment policies and procedures,
management, operations, and sup-
port services, Police Chief Ryan
Greco has announced.

“Verification by the team that the
Cranford Police Department meets
the Commission’s ‘best practice’
standards is part of a voluntary pro-
cess to achieve accreditation, a
highly prized recognition of law
enforcement professional excel-
lence,” Chief Greco said. The de-
partment was initially accredited in
December 2006, and reaccredited
in 2009, 2012 and 2015. This will
be the agency’s fourth application
for reaccreditation.

As part of this final on-site as-
sessment, employees and members
of the general public are invited to
provide comments to the assess-
ment team. They may do so by tele-
phone or email. The public may call
(908) 709-7338 on Sunday, Decem-
ber 16, between the hours of 9 a.m.
and 10 a.m. Email comments can be
sent to police@cranfordnj.org.

Telephone comments are limited
to five minutes and must address
the agency’s ability to comply with
the NJSACOP standards. A copy of
the standards is available for in-
spection at the Cranford Police
Department, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford. Please contact Detective
Sergeant Eugene Perrotta at (908)
709-7335.

Anyone wishing to offer written
comments about the department’s
ability to comply with the standards
for accreditation is requested to
email the Accreditation Program
Director at hdelgado@njsacop.org
or write the New Jersey State Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police, Law
Enforcement Accreditation Com-
mission at 751 Route 73 North, Suite
12 Marlton, N.J. 08053.

The police department must com-
ply with NJSACOP Law Enforce-
ment Accreditation Program
(LEAP) standards in order to
achieve accredited status. Chief
Greco indicated, “Accreditation
results in greater accountability
within the agency, reduced risk and
liability exposure, stronger defense
against civil lawsuits, increased
community advocacy, and more
confidence in the agency’s ability
to operate efficiently and respond

to community needs.”
The Accreditation Program Di-

rector for the New Jersey State As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police is Harry
J Delgado, Ed.S. “The assessment
team is composed of law enforce-
ment press release, page 2 practi-
tioners from similar New Jersey law
enforcement agencies. The asses-
sors will review written materials,
interview agency members, and visit
offices and other places where com-
pliance with the standards can be
observed. Once the commission’s
assessors complete their review of
the agency, they will report to the
full commission, which will then
decide if the agency is to be granted
accredited status,” Mr. Delgado
stated.

Accreditation is valid for a three-
year period during, which time the
agency must submit annual reports
attesting to their continued compli-
ance with those standards under
which it was initially accredited.

The New Jersey State Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police through its
New Jersey Law Enforcement Ac-
creditation Commission is the le-
gitimate authority and accreditation
agency in the State of New Jersey.
For more information regarding the
Law Enforcement Accreditation
Commission, please write the Com-
mission at New Jersey State Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police, Law
Enforcement Accreditation Com-
mission at 751 Route 73 North, Suite
12 Marlton, N.J. 08053 or email
hdelgado@njsacop.org.

NJ Transit to Host Hearings
On Disabled Trans. Funding
NEWARK – NJ Transit will hold a

series of public hearings to gather
information and feedback on the Se-
nior Citizen and Disabled Residents
Transportation Assistance Program
(SCDRTAP). SCDRTAP funds capi-
tal, operating, and/or administrative
expenses for locally coordinated
paratransit services for senior citi-
zens and people with disabilities.

The public is invited to the Decem-
ber hearings below at which time they
will have a full opportunity to express
their views regarding NJ Transit’s
2019 SCDRTAP funding.

Three hearings will take place in
different geographic regions of the
state. The locations are Freehold,
Westampton and Newark. Each hear-
ing will have an afternoon and evening

session. In order to ensure that all
members of the public are given an
opportunity to be heard, comments
will be limited to five minutes.

The hearings are scheduled as fol-
lows:

Wednesday, December 12, 2 p.m.
and 6 p.m., Monmouth Agricultural
Building Region  Conference Room,
1, 4000 Kozloski Road, Freehold, NJ
07728;

Monday, December 17, 2 p.m. and
6 p.m., Burlington County Human
Services Facility, Region Lecture Hall
A, 795 Woodlane Road, Westampton,
NJ 08060.

Wednesday, December 19, 2 p.m. and
6 p.m., NJ Transit Headquarters, Region
Conference Room 10 A, Two Penn Plaza
East, Newark, NJ 07105-2246.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

College Students Would Lose
State Aid Under Kean Bill

New Jersey college students who
are convicted of hazing would no
longer be eligible to receive state
financial aid, under new legislation
sponsored by Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) at Senator Troy Singleton
(R-7th, Burlington).

The bill, S-3039, was advanced by
the Senate Higher Education Com-
mittee.

“Our children should never suffer
the pain of being humiliated or forced
to participate in dangerous activities
like binge drinking, just so they can
feel accepted by their classmates,”
Sen. Kean said. “The numbers do not
lie. Half of all students are hazed at
some point during their college ca-
reer. Our legislation sends a clear
message: if you engage in hazing, the
state will no longer fund your educa-
tion. Kids are at schools to learn, not
to humiliate others for personal grati-
fication.”

Senator Kean noted that the recent
death of Timothy Piazza, a Penn State
student and New Jersey native, dem-
onstrates that hazing continues to be
a nationwide problem that has severe
and fatal consequences.

Activists Call on Murphy to
Enact Moratorium on Fossil

Over 50 environmental, citizen,
faith, and progressive groups in New
Jersey are calling on Governor Phil
Murphy to enact a moratorium on all
new fossil fuel projects in New Jer-
sey until there are rules in place to
achieve our 100 percent clean en-
ergy goals.

Amy Goldsmith, New Jersey State
Director for Clean Water Action, re-
leased the following statement.

“If the governor can’t figure out a
way to say no to new fossil fuel infra-
structure while developing a 100 per-
cent clean energy plan, then at least
don’t say yes to any of the proposed
five power plants and seven pipe-
lines. Many of them are not even
intended to power up homes and busi-
nesses in the Garden State. New Jer-
sey needs to drastically reduce green-
house gas emissions, not be under-
mined by more gas infrastructure ap-
provals. Low income and of color
communities need relief from fossil
fuel costs, pollution and sitting im-
pacts, not be disproportionately ex-
posed to more of the perils of climate
change...”

Munoz Bill Requiring Meningitis
Vaccines for Col Stud. Advances

An Assembly committee has ap-
proved legislation requiring residen-
tial students at four-year colleges
receive immunization for meningitis
B as recommended by the Center for
Disease Control. Sponsored by As-
semblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-
21st, Summit), the bill (A-1991)
would help prevent outbreaks of men-
ingitis on New Jersey’s college cam-
puses.

“Meningitis can easily spread
among people living in close prox-
imity, like college dorms,” said Asw.
Munoz (R-Union), who is a regis-
tered nurse. “Since there are differ-
ent strains of bacterial meningitis,
it’s important for students to receive
the appropriate vaccinations before
heading off to school.”

New Jersey is one of 38 states re-
quiring college students be inocu-
lated with the meningococcal conju-
gate vaccine. It has been available
since the 1980s and helps prevent
meningitis caused by serogroups A,
C, W, and Y. Meningitis B vaccines
have only been available since late
2014.

The bill mandates the recommen-
dations of a CDC advisory commit-
tee that both vaccines be adminis-
tered before a student starts col-
lege.

Pallone, Activists Rally Against
Trump’s Testing In Atlantic

Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-
6th, Long Branch) and New Jersey
environmental leaders recently met
at the Asbury Park boardwalk to op-
pose the Trump administration’s ap-
proval of five Incidental Harassment
Authorization (IHA) permits for com-
panies planning to conduct seismic
geological and geophysical surveys
along the Atlantic coast.

“While seismic testing will not take
place directly off New Jersey, it could
lead to oil and gas drilling off our
coast and the entire Atlantic...” Con-
gressman Pallone said.

Representatives from Clean Ocean
Action, Jersey Coast Anglers Asso-
ciation, Environment New Jersey,
American Littoral Society, New Jer-
sey Sierra Club, the New Jersey Res-
taurant and Hospitality Association,
the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection and the offices
of Senators Robert Menendez and
Cory Booker (Both D-N.J.) attended
the press conference.

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS
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Take a Photo 
with Santa

* 
Saturday, December 15th
10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Mon - Thurs 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM | Friday 8:30 AM to 6:00 PM
Saturday 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

*While supplies last. Times subject to change depending on weather conditions.

Moody’s Reaffirms
Town’s Aaa Bond Rating

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Al Mirabella announced last
week that Moody’s Investors Service
has reaffirmed Scotch Plains’ Aaa Bond
rating in their Annual Issuer Comment
Report (AICR) for Scotch Plains.

According to Moody’s, “Scotch
Plains has an exceptional credit posi-
tion and its Aaa rating is much stronger
than the median rating of Aa3 for U.S.
cities. Notable credit factors include a
robust financial position, and a sizable
tax base with a very strong wealth and
income profile. The credit position
also incorporates the township’s low
debt burden and a somewhat elevated
pension liability.”

“I once again commend the work
of our employees and the leadership
of the mayor and township as we
continue to be part of an elite, small
group of municipalities that have
achieved an Aaa bond rating. The
township’s financial position is ro-
bust, and is the continued result of our
fiscal oversight, strong management
and sound budgeting principles,” Mr.
Mirabella said.

Many key indicators such as our
economy, tax base, and finances
have improved, according to
Moody’s. “This is good news to
have as we continue to move for-
ward with downtown redevelop-
ment,” commented Mayor Al Smith.
“This report proves that Scotch
Plains has an exceptionally healthy
economy and is a place you want to
invest and create jobs in. The town-
ship council and I will continue the
excellent fiscal management of our
town in the years ahead.”

DONATING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY...The American Junior Golf Asso-
ciation recently partnered with Echo Lake Country Club to host the Polo Golf
Junior Classic. A large majority of the net proceeds were donated back to the
community to organizations that the local committee selected. The Westfield
United Fund (WUF), one of the organizations selected by the committee members
from Echo Lake, recerived a contribution of $8,000 to the WUF’s Community
Campaign. The check was presented at the Westfield United Fund’s 80th anniver-
sary celebration. Pictured, from left to right, are: Wally Parker, past president of
Echo Lake Country Club andWestfield United Fund board member, and WUF
Executive Director Deirdre Gelinne.

Summit Participating In
Crackdown on Drunk Drivers

SUMMIT – The Summit Police
Department is participating in Drive
Sober or Get Pulled Over, a year-end,
statewide crackdown on impaired
driving that will take place from De-
cember 7, 2018 through January 1,
2019.

The goal of the New Jersey state
program is to encourage law enforce-
ment agencies to raise public aware-
ness about the dangers of alcohol-
impaired driving through a combina-
tion of highly visible enforcement
backed up by targeted media activi-
ties.

“Research shows that high-visibil-
ity enforcement can reduce alcohol-
related crash fatalities by as much as
20 percent,” explains Traffic Lieu-
tenant David L. Richel. “Beginning
on December 7 and continuing
through New Year’s Day, Summit
Police will be conducting roving pa-
trols to stop drivers who appear to be
operating vehicles while impaired.
We are committed to making Summit
a safer community for all visitors,
residents, and commuters.”

National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration reports that over a
five-year period, nearly 4,000 people
were killed in the United States in the
month of December in traffic crashes
involving an impaired driver. In 2016
overall, 28 percent (10,497) of the
37,461 motor-vehicle fatalities in the
country were alcohol-related.

Lt. Richel continued, “No matter
where you drive in the United States,
it is illegal to drive with a blood
alcohol concentration of .08 or higher.
Please drink responsibly and join us
in making Summit roadways free of
impaired drivers.”

For more information on the Sum-
mit Police Department, the Drive
Sober or Get Pulled Over initiative or
other traffic safety programs visit
cityofsummit.org/police.

PROUD MOMENT...Lana Dornfeld, an attorney with Brach Eichler in Roseland,
recently swore in her son, Michell Dornfeld, as an attorney after he passed his bar
exam. Mitchell attended grammar school, middle school, and high school in
Westfield, and went on to graduate University of Miami undergraduate school,
and then University of Miami Law School. He is now clerking for state Superior
Court Judge Richard Wischusen in Elizabeth.

Memorial for Sandy
Hook Set Dec. 14

COUNTY – The public is invited
to join with the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders and the New
Jersey chapter of Moms Demand
Action for Gun Sense in America to
honor the memory of the 26 children
and adults who were murdered in a
single act of gun violence at the Sandy
Hook Elementary School in Connecti-
cut in 2012.

The memorial ceremony will take
place on Friday, December 14, from
7 p.m. to 8 p.m., at the Gazebo in
Union County’s Echo Lake Park, off
Route 22 in Mountainside.

Moms Demand Action was founded
by stay-at-home mom, Shannon
Watts, on December 15, 2012, in re-
sponse to the murders at Sandy Hook
Elementary School.

For more information about the
December 14 event contact Nathalie
Hernandez, coordinator, Union County
Office of Community Engagement and
Diversity at nahernandez@ucnj.org or
(908) 527-4880.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
HAPPY CHANUKAH...Rabbi Mordechai Kanelsky and Rabbi Avremy Kanelsky
from Bris Avrohom in Hillside lit the menorah celebrating Chanukah at the Union
County Courthouse in Elizabeth. Joining them, from left to right, are: Union
County Freeholder Freeholder Bruce H. Bergen, Sheriff Peter Corvelli, Free-
holder Chairman Sergio Granados, County Manager Ed Oatman  and Freeholder
Chairman Sergio Granados.

Berkeley Hts. Receives
Input on Super. Search
By KATE BROWNE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Several
Mountainside residents attended the
first of four forums regarding Ber-
keley Heights’ search for a new
school superintendent on Monday
night at Deerfield Elementary
School. An online survey also cur-
rently is available through Friday,
December 21.

Judith A. Rattner, Berkeley Heights
superintendent since 2005, retired
effective December 1, 2018. Rich
Noonan is serving as acting superin-
tendent.

The Berkeley Heights district has
retained Hazard, Young, Attea and
Associates, a consulting firm that
specializes in assisting boards in
finding candidates. The session was
led by Dwight Pfenning, Ed.D.
During his introductory remarks,
Mr. Pfenning explained that he has
been involved in 33 superinten-
dent searches in six states — Con-
necticut, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania
and Rhode Island — and is famil-
iar with the challenges of the New
Jersey market and the unique is-
sues facing communities, which use
shared services because he was an
English teacher in Cranford and
Middletown Township, and served
as superintendent in Keyport, North
Plainfield and Morristown.

According to Mr. Pfenning, he will
use the input from the community to
create a candidate leadership profile,
which will be presented to the Berke-
ley Heights Board of Education at its

January 7, 2019 meeting. He asked
for input on what the strengths and
challenges facing the district are and
what characteristics the community
believes the new superintendent
should have. He said because
Mountainside students represent ap-
proximately one-third of the high-
school students at Governor
Livingston in Berkeley Heights, the
community’s input in the process is
critical.

Several residents spoke at length
about the significant improvement in
the communication and cooperation
between Mountainside and Berkeley
Heights, the quality of the instruction
and administration at Governor
Livingston, and the focus and support
the residents of both towns place on
their children.

 They noted the situation today is
“night and day” from where it was
five years ago when Mountainside
students were perceived to be “sec-
ond-class” citizens. However, some
still expressed concerns over the inte-
gration and transition process, noting
that the curriculums and IT platforms
in the districts do not mirror each
other; for example, Mountainside stu-
dents use Chromebooks while the stu-
dents in Berkeley Heights use iPads.

Mr. Pfenning shared the input he
has received during his recent small-
group meetings with current
Mountainside students; the majority
indicated they felt good about their
experience at Governor Livingston.
In particular, the students were happy
with the significant increase in the
number of colleges attending the an-
nual college fair.

Among the characteristics which
residents felt the new superintendent
should have are the ability to think
outside the box and to understand the
special connection and unique chal-
lenges associated with send/receive
relationships. In addition, because of
the extraordinary pace of technology
change, the candidate should have a
demonstrated ability to be adaptable
and flexible.

Support Local Journalism
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Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
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Please Oppose The NJ Legislature
Redistricting Amendment

Our legislature is about to pass an
amendment to the constitution that
will enable serious gerrymandering
in New Jersey, under the guise of
creating more “competitive” districts.

Awareness of gerrymandering has
increased recently, thanks to the
strange districts created by the North
Carolina and Wisconsin legislatures,
and several states (Michigan, Utah,
and Missouri) have passed ballot ini-
tiatives to improve the situation. The
ideal way to prevent gerrymandering
is to have a non-partisan, citizen-
based commission to draw district
lines, and to exclude those with a
personal interest (i.e., party officials
and legislators) from the process.

NJ legislative leaders have proposed
instead to require that the Senate presi-
dent, the House speaker, and the mi-
nority leaders appoint eight members
of the redistricting commission, of
which four must currently be in the
legislature. This would embed the two-
party system into the state’s constitu-
tion and weaken third parties like the
Green and Libertarian parties.

All the groups that testified on the
proposed amendment in Trenton op-
posed it. You should oppose it too.

Here are some additional reasons
to oppose it:

The Princeton Gerrymandering
Project has studied the problem and
shown that making many districts what
the amendment calls “competitive”
could actually lead to an
overrepresentation of the majority
party in the Legislature. This would
happen through clever use of the

massive amounts of data now avail-
able on voters. Because this favors
the majority party, it is not surprising
that the proposal is opposed by all
Republicans that have taken a posi-
tion.

Although the proposed amendment
would mandate respecting communi-
ties of interest, there are no protec-
tions for racial equity and too few
public hearings to establish realistic
communities of interest. Instead, this
provision could enable the commis-
sion to use available data to isolate
community groups in districts that
where have no chance to affect an
election.

The explanatory paragraphs that
would accompany the amendment on
the ballot are misleading, giving no
hint of the radical political purpose
behind the amendment. What seem
like “motherhood and apple pie” goals
are more like apples with razor blades
inside.

Finally, New Jersey would be much
better served by a non-partisan redis-
tricting process like California’s,
rather than a bi-partisan process de-
signed to protect incumbents, party
loyalists, and the parties themselves.
The League of Women Voters’ Fair
Districts New Jersey project proposes
such a non-partisan process.

Please call or write to your senator
and assembly members to oppose
SCR152 and ACR205 (successors to
SCR43 and ACR60). A local legisla-
tor, Nicholas Scutari, is a primary
sponsor of this amendment.

Nancy Griffeth
Westfield

Immoral, We Hope That NJ Never
Again Has A Death Penalty

We are writing this letter in re-
sponse to your recent (December 6)
editorial in support of bringing the
death penalty back to NJ. This is in
spite of the fact (as stated in your
editorial) that the last time a person
was executed by the state was in 1963.
The death penalty was removed from
NJ in 2007 and replaced by life in
prison with no parole.

Pope Francis recently stated that
“the church teaches, in the light of the
Gospel, that the death penalty is inad-
missible because it is an attack on the
inviolability and dignity of the person
and she works with determination for

its abolition worldwide.” The death
penalty is not an option in Europe and
much of the rest of the world (at least
106 countries do not have a death
penalty). It has been shown to not
serve as a deterrent and it also costs
more in the U.S. to execute a person
rather that to keep them in jail.

We believe that the death penalty is
immoral and we hope that NJ never
again has a death penalty as an op-
tion. We ask The Westfield Leader to
reconsider their editorial opinion.

Walter Korfmacher
Madeleine Korfmacher

Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tussicular – Pertaining to a cough
2. Kame – A low mound or hill com-

posed of sand, gravel, etc.
3. Pule – To whine, cry, whimper
4. Keb – Scottish for a tic or sheep

louse
CHITRA

1. A closely woven cotton cloth, used
for sheets

2. Hay fever
3. A freckle or freckly condition of the

skin
4. The Indian spotted hog deer

HIERODULE
1. A Greek temple slave
2. An expert; specifically, a skilled

theologian used as a consultant
3. A Mohammedan fanatic
4. A guardian spirit

INTERTRIGO
1. An entrance in the rear of a building,

home, etc.; a back door
2. An eruption of the skin produced by

friction of adjacent parts
3. A connection or go between; liason
4. A communicating of knowledge;

systematically investigating
TOCSIN

1. A malt beverage brewed by the
ancient Egyptians

2. Manageability of a ship at sea
3. An alarm bell
4. Barren; unprofitable

Many Thanks to Morgan and Bill For
Their Opinion Of The Liberal Mindset

I’d like to thank Messrs. Morgan
O’Brien and Bill Gottdenker who re-
cently responded to my letter con-
firming my observation that the
mindset of progressive liberals who
are increasingly dominating the
Democratic Party is substantially
more emotional and hateful than that
of Republicans.

Jumping all over the place with
disconnected accusations galore, they
attempted to refute my observation
and, as progressive liberals often do,
employed unalloyed, emotional and
hateful-like language, instead of rea-
soned argumentation. Sadly, their
abuse of the syllogism is deplorable
like Hillary Clinton’s deplorable take
on many Americans. The good news
is that close by are superb colleges,
including inexpensive community
ones, which offer courses in logic and
reasoning and don’t cost that much.

It is generally accepted that to
calmly debate opposing political
views, it is, more often than not, a
fruitless endeavor. Mark Twain once
wrote, “It’s easier to fool someone
than convince him that he has been
fooled.” As an example of this obser-
vation , many moons ago I coined the
term, nutraceutical, which is now in
most dictionaries, including the Ox-
ford English Dictionary where the
word is not only listed but where I’m
mentioned as the doctor who coined
it.

A nutraceutical is a dietary supple-
ment or diet that has been proven by
well-designed clinical studies to have
a health or medical benefit. My foun-
dation, FIM, the Foundation for In-
novation in Medicine, held a number
of nutraceutical conferences and at-
tempted to have Congress enact a law
that would encourage nutraceutical
clinical research. Because of this ex-
perience I was exposed to the huge
world of nutrition and learned that it
was extremely easy to convince some-
one to take a dietary supplement or a
particular diet, but it was a rare mo-
ment, and I mean rare, to convince
someone from taking or stop taking
it.

In the great Italian novel, Il
Gattopardo or The Leopard, Don

Fabrizio, the principle aristocratic fig-
ure, is asked to come to Rome and
serve as a major political figure. He
refuses. When asked why, he answers
that he simply doesn’t have the ca-
pacity of self-deception. All of us,
Democrats, Republicans and other-
wise, all share in this natural human
characteristic. The challenge is to
overcome it as much as possible, par-
ticularly the Democrats and, yes, cer-
tain others, when spreading the mes-
sage of hate, to bring objectivity to
problem identification and resolution.

Bottom line, the human mind, as-
saulted by exploding destabilizing
technology as never before, is cur-
rently still what it is. Aristotle, the
greatest synthetic mind of all time,
defines man as a rational animal.
DeFelice, daring to disagree with the
great one, defines a man and woman
as animals who rationalize.

Unfortunately, at my age I have few
remaining solid friends. One of them
is a distinguished retired progressive
liberal judge with an open mind. In
this holiday season of love and char-
ity I say to him and Messrs. O’Brien
and Gottdenker, Pax tecum.

Dr. Stephen DeFelice
Werstfield

President George H.W. Bush: A
Life and Legacy of Distinction

The passing of President George H.W. Bush
was seen by many last week as the end of an era,
one during which civility and political discourse
could still comfortably co-exist. Our 41st Presi-
dent did indeed represent that era well, bringing to
the Oval Office traditional values and a genteel
demeanor he carried throughout his lifetime.

Like Senator John McCain, who predeceased
him by just three months, President Bush consis-
tently put country and character, family and faith
ahead of political or personal gain. The deaths of
President Bush, together with his wife, Barbara,
and Senator McCain, all in less than a year, has
likely left people of all political stripes feeling
America has lost three of its best.

In his poignant eulogy for Mr. Bush last week, his
biographer, historian Jon Meacham, lauded him as
“America’s last great soldier-statesman, a 20th-cen-
tury founding father.” He said Mr. Bush had “gov-
erned with virtues” reflecting those of George Wash-
ington, John Adams, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, Harry Truman and Dwight
Eisenhower, all leaders who Mr. Meacham said
“believed in causes larger than themselves.”

In myriad tributes, President Bush was remem-
bered for his lifelong devotion to the nation, from
his military service as a teen pilot in World War II,
through turns as a congressman, ambassador, CIA
director and vice-president, and finally with his
ascension to the pinnacle of leadership. The politi-
cal climate in the United States may have fluctu-
ated dramatically over the nine-plus decades of

President Bush’s life, but his commitment to
America never did. “He was a patriot,” said former
Secretary of State Colin Powell in a television
interview broadcast two days after Mr. Bush’s
death. “He demonstrated that in war and he demon-
strated that in peace.”

Throughout the tapestry of experiences that
filled his 94 years, President Bush lived life with
dignity, humility and humanity, in times of cel-
ebration or sorrow, victory or defeat, in sickness
and in health. A proud family man, he cherished
his marriage, his children and his friends, his
country and its people. He treated allies and ad-
versaries alike with respect, and transcended po-
litical ties for the greater good, as when he col-
laborated with former President Bill Clinton in
support of humanitarian goals.

The traits President George H.W. Bush displayed
— professionally and personally — sadly often are
absent from the political arena today. In the past
several years we have seen far too many campaigns
resort to personal attacks, crassness and condescen-
sion. President Bush respected the offices he sought
and held, the nation and citizens entrusted to him, far
too much to engage in such tactics.

We join our fellow Americans in mourning Presi-
dent Bush, whose legacy of distinguished service we
hope will continue to inspire others on and off the
political stage. The tenets by which he lived and
governed were part of the foundation on which our
republic was built, and are critical tools for main-
taining our nation’s strength into the future.

Why Was Brennan Allegation
Not Communicated to Governor?

The case of Katie Murphy, who alleges she was sexually
assaulted by a member of then gubernatorial candidate
Phil Murphy’s campaign staff, Al Alvarez, in April of
2017, may be headed to court. Ms. Brennan is considering
a discrimination suit against the state after the Hudson
County prosecutor declined to pursue criminal charges.
Mr. Alvarez resigned in October as chief of staff to the
New Jersey Schools Development Authority.

“I had access to the highest positions of power, and at
each turn my pleas went unanswered,” Ms. Brennan said
at the Statehouse in Trenton at a December 4 hearing
before the state Legislature’s special committee investi-
gating how Gov. Murphy’s administration responded to
Ms. Brennan’s allegations. Ms. Brennan’s pleas included
an e-mail she sent to the Governor and First Lady in June
2018.

The Governor admitted Ms. Brennan, chief of staff to
the New Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance Agency,
reached out to him “over a matter related to the cam-
paign,” and thus he forwarded her e-mail to both the
governor’s office counsel and campaign counsel, accord-
ing to an NJTV report. The report noted that during last
Tuesday’s hearing six members of Gov. Murphy’s admin-
istration knew of the allegation although the Governor did
not.

She went public with her story in The Wall Street
Journal in October. “No survivor should have to tell their
story to the newspaper to be heard,” she told the panel.

According to an article on northjersey.com, Attorney
General Gurbir Grewal and the Office of Public Integrity
and Accountability “found no evidence” that Hudson
County Prosecutor Esther Suarez acted improperly in
deciding not to pursue charges against Mr. Alvarez fol-
lowing her eight-month investigation into Ms. Brennan’s

allegations. The Hudson County prosecutor announced
her decision the same day Ms. Brennan told the Murphy
transition team about it, according to reports.

The Hudson County prosecutor admitted she knew both
Ms. Brennan and Mr. Alvarez at the time of the alleged
assault.

Gov. Murphy has said he only learned of the allegation
on October 2, 2018, at the time WSJ was coming out.

“The sexual assault alleged by Ms. Brennan was just the
beginning of a story that is both heartbreaking and all too
common among the victims of sex crimes,” Senate Repub-
lican Leader Tom Kean, Jr. said in October. “Despite
taking every reasonable step that a person subject to such
a traumatic assault could be expected to take, Ms. Brennan
was unable to find justice in either a court of law or with
her employer...

“This incident shows that Governor Murphy has set a
standard of tolerance for sexual assaulters as long as they
haven’t been charged or his top staff believe it’s accept-
able to hire such people,” Senator Kristin Corrado (R-
40th, Totowa) said in the same October press release.

Senate Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg (D-37th,
Teaneck) told Paul Sunshine of The Star-Ledger last week
that, “She (Brennan) did everything by the book. She got
a police report. She went to a hospital and got a rape kit,
and that triggers the county prosecutor who interviews
you. And it goes on for months?”

The Governor said he has launched an independent
inquiry into Mr. Alvarez’s hiring. While we agree this is
warranted, we question why there have been no charges
brought. Heads need to roll in this Administration on how
this whole case was handled from the beginning. And
where is the outrage from the Me Too movement in
support of Ms. Brennan?

Library Scholarships
WESTFIELD -- The Friends of the

Westfield Memorial Library is ac-
cepting applications for its 2019
scholarships, designed to assist indi-
viduals to further their studies in li-
brary-related fields.

Eligible are Westfield residents or
those working in the town, such as
teachers in the local schools or li-
brary employees. Scholarships of
$1,000 or more will be offered, with
the monies going directly to the edu-
cational institution where a recipient
is enrolled in a credit-bearing course.

Application forms, with information
about the scholarships, are available
inside the entrance at the library, 550
East Broad Street, or by contacting Dr.
Tina Lesher, Friends’ scholarship chair-
man, at tinalesher@verizon.net.

The Friends of Westfield Memo-
rial Library annually sponsors a ma-
jor Spring book sale and a children’s
book sale in the Fall, as well as the
Museum Pass Program, children’s
programming, and a host of other
activities. Earlier this year the board,
made up of volunteer members, voted
to provide more than $35,000 to the
library’s children’s section for furni-
ture and other upgrades.

Jerry Skotnicki and Suzanne
O’Rourke are serving this year as co-
presidents of the Friends.

More
News

WOMAN’S CLUB...Shown in this photo, from left, are: Mary Ann Sepe, Woman’s
Club of Westfield (WCW) Vice President; Gordon Thomas Ward, musician; Edie
Coogan, Raphael’s Life House co-founder; Pat D’Angelo, WCW president; Lori
Ruzich, Raphael Life House volunteer,  and Grace Ann Meyn, WCW correspnding
secretary. Mr. Ward is a touring singer, songwriter, presenter, lecturer and
author.  He entertained everyone present with his wonderful songs and his many
guitars.

Woman’s Club Meets
WESTFIELD --  The Woman’s Club

of Westfield  at The Masonic Lodge
welcomed Edie Coogan and Lori
Ruzich of Raphael’s Life House in Eliza-
beth. This sanctuary began in 1953 and
is a safe haven for pregnant young
women who have nowhere else to turn.

The young ladies learn how to be
good mothers and are schooled in
parenting. They learn how to support
themselves while living in a safe place
where the mother’s are given the
chance to rebuild their lives regard-
less of race, creed, color, national
origin, or economic status. All are
welcomed at Raphael’s Life House.
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It’s Dark Now and Pedestrians
Encounter Increased Danger

Winter and daylight savings time result in gray
afternoons and dark evenings in our area. Night
approaches quickly this time of the year. The end of
December will be here very shortly, and this is the
shortest daytime of the year. Many don’t adjust well
to this sudden change in loss of daylight. When
everyone leaves work during this time of year, it’s
dark. It’s hard to see while driving and it’s particu-
larly hard to see pedestrians.

Pedestrians also don’t see very well, aren’t as
aware as they need to be, and assume drivers see
them. This condition has resulted in unfortunate
pedestrian deaths over the last few years. The busy
local thoroughfares, such as North Avenue and East
Broad Street in Westfield, have proven to be particu-
larly dangerous. Martine and Park Avenues in Scotch
Plains are equally busy. These streets are uniquely
laden with both cars and pedestrians. It’s the most
dangerous combination – many cars, many pedestri-
ans and dark evenings.

We appeal to everyone to be extremely alert –
drivers and pedestrians both. There’s more everyone
can do to help avoid tragedy. Please wear bright
colored and reflective clothing while walking. Cross
on streets only where it is legal and safe. Please do
not “J-Walk!” Every time you cross the street, as-

sume that drivers don’t see you because they prob-
ably don’t.

Take the time to remind your children to always
cross at the crosswalks, and if you’re thinking about
buying yourself or the kids new winter coats, try to
buy bright colors. Drivers, in their normal rush to get
home, should remember how unsafe it is this time of
year. Expect pedestrians to do unusual things be-
cause they will.

Remember not to pass on the right through the leaf
piles, as children may be at play. As the winter
weather rolls in, ice and snow are bound to make
road conditions worse; take it slow and stay alert.
Joggers and bicyclists need to be more on guard, too,
because of the diminished visibility.

Make sure the reflectors on your bicycles are
cleaned off and in good condition. Both joggers and
cyclists should consider purchasing and wearing a
blinking light to make them more visible.

Please remember that many “out of town” cars
pass through the area all the time. These drivers do
not know the conditions of our local roads or the
busyness of pedestrian travel. They won’t be as alert
as you. Put your cell phone away and don’t text while
driving. Let’s make our wintertime as safe as pos-
sible this year by staying alert.

Dedication To One United Country,
For Divided We Will Surely Fail

“Hail To The Chief” with music by
the English composer James
Sanderson (1769-c1841) based on an
old Gaelic air derives from the words
“”Hail to the chief who in triumph
advances!” from Sir Walter Scott’s
“The Lady of the Lake” (1810). Albert
Gamse (19091-1974) wrote the
words.

The tune proved so popular that it
was played in 1815 to honor George
Washington and as well the end of the
War of 1812. The Marine Band played
it at the opening of the Chesapeake
and Ohio Canal in 1828 in the pres-
ence of President John Quincy Adams.
But President Jackson was the first
sitting President to be personally hon-
ored with “Hail to the Chief!” It was
played along with other music at the
inauguration of President Van Buren
in 1837 and ever since.

First Lady Julia Tyler had “Hail to
the Chief” played to announce her
husband’s entrance at social gather-
ings. First Lady Sarah Polk requested
it to avoid the embarrassment of her
husband, an unimpressive looking
man of slight build, of not being no-
ticed. President Arthur asked John
Philip Sousa to replace it. Sousa wrote
“Presidential Polonaise,” which was
abandoned for “Hail to the Chief”
once Arthur had left office. In 1954
the Defense Department made “Hail
to the Chief” the official presidential
anthem.

But the little known and rarely sung
words of “Hail to the Chief” matter

even more than the famous tune!
“Hail to the Chief we have chosen

for the nation,
Hail to the Chief! We salute him

one and all.
Hail to the Chief, as we pledge

cooperation.
In proud fulfillment of a great, noble

call.
Yours is the aim to make this grand

country grander,
This you will do, that is our strong,

firm belief.
Hail to the one we selected as com-

mander,
Hail to the President! Hail to the

Chief!”
These are not political words, par-

tisan words, Democrat words, Re-
publican words, liberal words or con-
servative words, Trump, Obama,
Clinton, or FDR words.

They are American words.
They are patriotic words.
They should be sung for whoever

occupies The Oval Office for other-
wise toxic partisanship shall continue
to weaken the Presidency.

We must be united. Abraham Lin-
coln warned on June 16, 1858 in
Springfield when he accepted the
Republican nomination to a United
States senator for Illinois, “A house
divided against itself cannot stand.”

How sad for national unity that
former President Obama and First
Lady Obama coldly shook President
Trump’s hand and President and Mrs.
Clinton and President and Mrs. Carter
did not shake his hand when he en-
tered the front row pew for the memo-
rial service for President George H.
W. Bush! It would also have helped
further national unity if the people
assembled for the memorial service
had stood as President Trump entered
the church. Warmly welcoming Presi-
dent Trump would have symbolized
the themes of “Hail to the Chief.”

Unity of purpose, Cooperation in
achievement, Dedication to one united
country; We either come together as a
country or surely we shall fail to-
gether.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Presents

Top row standing: Jennifer L. Young, Esq., Catherine A. Manino, Esq.

Bottom row sitting: Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair)

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence,
palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com

The Law Office of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience

In New Jersey

Motor Vehicle Accidents

Slips & Falls

Dog Bite Injuries

Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death

INJURED?
LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH

No Fee If No Recovery

Call Me For A Free Consultation

Do you really want to deal with

the insurance companies yourself?

I can help.

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

$10 Off Your 

Next Office Visit*
*For existing hospital clients only. 

One coupon per client. Cannot be 

combined with any other offer.  

Expires 1/31/2019

357 South Ave, East · Westfield · 908-233-6030 · westfieldanimal.com

Happy 
Holidays!

FREE Exam 

for New Clients*
*For new clients only. One 

coupon per client. Cannot be 

combined with any other offer. 

Expires 1/31/2019

Gift Wrapping
The Westfield Historical Society

will set up as gift wrappers for Lord &
Taylor, Westfield shoppers. Gift wrap-
ping dates are scheduled for Dec. 15,
16, 22, 23 & 24 from 10a.m. to 6p.m.
(more, if we have volunteers). This is
a fundraiser for the Westfield Histori-
cal Society and we count on our vol-
unteers to do the gift-wrapping. Wrap-
ping paper and supplies are provided.
The WHS gift-wrap tables are usu-
ally set up near the Kiehl's cosmetics
counter.

Town Briefs
goleader.com/news

Nativity
St. Anne’s of Garwood is having a

Nativity lighting on Saturday Decem-
ber 15, at 5:30 p.m. The public is
invited.

Pastor, Monsignor Ronald
Marczewski, has done so much for
the parish since coming here two and
half years ago. This is special for him.

Borough Hall has a menorah and
Christmas tree, but no nativity.

Praised
Cranford Post Office employee,

Jennifer Goodwin, was praised by
police for preventing cash being sent
through the mail that was activity
linked to scams. Mrs. Goodwin, sus-
picious of the circumstances, alerted
the Cranford Police Department.

Scotch Plains Fanwood Scholarship
Applications Now Available

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Sergio Granados, chair
sgranados@ucnj.org

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Schol-
arship Foundation invites all high
school seniors and college students
residing in Scotch Plains and Fanwood
to apply for the many scholarships
available. Some awards are need-
based, while others have different
criteria for selection, such as the in-
tent to pursue an education focused
on teaching, nursing, mathematics,
veterinary science, foreign language,
music or fine arts, among others.

Scholarships are also offered to
students who have shown an interest
in social service organizations, Scout-
ing or athletics. A full description of
all scholarships is available in the
application booklet, online at at
www.spfk12.org or in the guidance
office of area high schools.

The major criterion for eligibility
is that the applicant resides in Scotch
Plains or Fanwood; an applicant need
not be a graduate of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School.

In addition to the application, the

Foundation requires a personal letter
from the applicant, a letter of refer-
ence, and an official high school tran-
script, including SAT and/or ACT
scores, or an official college tran-
script. Please see the application
booklet for details. Applications
should be mailed to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation,
P.O. Box 123, Fanwood, NJ 07023
and must be postmarked by February
15, 2019.  Applications postmarked
after this date will be returned. In-
complete or unsigned applications
may not be considered.

Over the past 52 years, 3,104 students
have received $3,227,552 in scholar-
ship aid. For further information, call
Mary Ball Cappio at ( 908) 889-8155.
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– Obituaries –

BIRTHDAY GIRLS...Members of Club ’43, an organization of women who live
and/or work in Westfield and were born in 1943, celebrate their 75th birthdays
at a dinner November 29 at Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Judith Thompson, Madeleine Sullivan, Lynn Bilman,
Tina Lesher, Amanda Arellano, Linnea Rhodes, Nell Goodwin, Mary McEnerney,
Penny Dinger and Mary Herald. The club was founded in 1983 and was the
subject of a 2006 book titled “Club ’43.”

DISTINGUISHED GUEST...District Governor John Wilson visited the Ro-
tary Club of Westfield on December 4 and presented the banner with this
year’s Rotary theme, “Be The Inspiration,” to Club President Clark Lagemann.
Governor Wilson represents the Rotary International President and commu-
nicates his message to the clubs. He is visiting the 87 Rotary Clubs in District
7475, which spans nine counties in northern New Jersey with more than 2,000
members. Pictured, from left to right, are: Past President Phil Salerno,
Governor Wilson, Mr. Lagemann, President Elect Liz Ensslin and Past
District Governor Dr. D. Michael Hart. The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
the first three Tuesdays of the month for lunch, at 12:15 p.m., at the Westfield
Area Y. Guests are always welcome.

Leonilda Ruggiero, Beloved Wife, Mother,
Grandmother and Great-Grandmother

Leonilda Ruggiero passed away
quietly Thursday evening, Decem-
ber 6, 2018, at her home in
Westfield, N.J. Her loving family
was at her bedside to ease her tran-
sition as she took her last breaths.
She was born in a small town, Ruvo
del Monte, in Southern Italy, on
January 22, 1926 to Michele
Galassi and Carmela Casino.

At the age of 33, with three chil-
dren in tow, she reluctantly departed
from her mother, sister and culture.
She came to the United States by
boat to join her husband, who was
also an Italian immigrant and had
secured legal residency as a furni-
ture maker in Grand Rapids, Mich.,
in 1957. She gave birth to one daugh-
ter in Michigan, and in 1965 she
moved with her family to Brooklyn,
N.Y., where a fifth child was born.
Leonilda lived in Brooklyn until
2014, when her husband of 68 years
died at the age of 100. As her health
deteriorated, she moved to Westfield,
N.J., and lived out her final years
with her youngest daughter.

She was a homemaker who raised
five children and took on several
side jobs as an elderly caregiver in
a nursing home in Brooklyn. She
loved to be around people and
learned English well enough to be

an interpreter when she was in her
60s. An adoring grandmother, she
cherished spending time with her
grandkids and relished amusing
them with her sparkle and wit. She
will be remembered not only for
her compassionate, loving nature
but also for her homemade soups,
pasta, pizza and fried dough, her
love of rich patterns and detailed
fabric and clothing, and her great
fondness for colorful butterflies.

Although her illness took her away
from her family she will always
remain in their hearts. Leonilda is
survived by her five children, Lucy
(Richard), Nick (Zabel), Michelle
(Mario), Madeline and Camille
(Will); ten grandchildren, Nicole,
David, Skyler, Dawn, Michelle,
Mario Jr. (Lauren), Leanna, Chris-
tian, Heather and Erica, and six
great-grandchildren, Sophia,
Michael, Dante, Shayna, Mario III
and Lorenzo.

A Mass of Christian Burial took
place on Monday, December 10, at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield, followed by the burial
at Fairview Cemetery.

Arrangements were by Dooley
Colonial Funeral Home, 556
Westfield Avenue, Westfield.
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A member of the  
United Church of Christ

Everyone’s Welcome–Especially You!

“Silent Nights”
Sunday, December 16, 7:30 pm
Service for those struggling  
with grief and loss

Advent Adult Studies
Tuesday, December 18, 7:45 pm
“Pausing on the Road to Bethlehem”

Christmas Eve
Monday, December 24
Children’s Pageant, 5 pm
Candlelight Service, 10 pm

First Congregational Church of Westfield invites you to  
celebrate the blessings of Christmas with us each Sunday  

at 10 am and at any of our Advent programs:

Christmas Morning
Tuesday, December 25, 10 am

Carol Sing and “Ask the Minister”
Sunday, December 30, 10 am

For information and additional events, please visit fccofwestfield.org
125 Elmer Street, Westfield.  P: 908-233-2494

Parking available on street and in rear lot. 

Celebrate Christmas with  
First Congregational Church!

DECORATING THE TOWN...These talented and enthusiastic members of the
Garden Club of Westfield have been making holiday wreaths to decorate Westfield
municipal buildings for many years. The volunteers, pictured from left to right,
are: Rosemary Shire, Pat Meschke, Elaine Puma, Elaine Junguenet, Irene Ilaria,
Nancy Brandt, Mary Ann Malloy, Jill Crouch, Debbie Burslem, Merrilyn Crane
and Kathy Grunder.

Garwood Knights Holding Toy Drive
GARWOOD — The Garwood

Knights of Columbus are conducting
a toy drive through the month of De-
cember.

Donations of brand-new, unwrapped
toys on behalf of the St. Joseph Social
Service Center in Elizabeth can be
dropped off between 4 and 6 p.m.
weekdays, or Sundays after 1 p.m., at
the Knights’ Council Hall. The hall is
located at 37 South Avenue, Garwood.
Parking is available behind the build-
ing off of Willow Avenue (turn at Pet
Supplies Plus). Visitors are asked to
use the side-door entrance.

Monetary donations also are wel-
come and can be made payable to
“The Garwood K of C Toy Drive,”
Attention: Keith Gallagher.

The Knights request that donations
not include toys depicting violence,

guns, dolls exploiting women, or old
stuffed animals.

For more information, call the
Knights at (908) 789-9809 after 4
p.m. or Keith Gallagher at (908) 789-
0931.

Since 1983, the St. Joseph Social
Service Center has served the materi-
ally poor and homeless community of
greater Elizabeth by providing basic
human needs such as food, clothing
and medications, as well as a wide
range of services and programs to
help individuals acquire the material
goods and social services they need
to live with integrity.

Additional information on the St.
Joseph Social Service Center is avail-
able at Youtube “Homeless in Eliza-
beth,” parts one and two, or by visit-
ing sjeliz.org.

Charles T. ‘C.T.’ Ward, Jr., Photographer,
Artist, Beloved Son, Brother and Uncle

Jerry D. Bonnetti, Jr.
Lifelong Westfield Resident

Jerry D. Bonnetti, Jr.

Jerry D. Bonnetti, Jr. passed away
suddenly on Monday, December 3,
2018. Born in Westfield,
he had been a lifelong
resident.

Jerry and his wife,
Carol, met in high
school, where he played
baseball and football for
Westfield High School.
Jerry was an avid fisher-
man, and could often be
found off of Sandy Hook
fishing for striped bass.
He worked as a painter
and became a realtor
working with Century21
in Westfield. Most of all, Jerry en-
joyed spending time with his family.

Jerry is survived by his beloved

wife, Carol Bonnetti; his children,
Debbie DeNicola, Brad Bonnetti and

Billy Bonnetti; seven
grandchildren and one
great-grandson.

Visitation was held at
Dooley Colonial Funeral
Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue, Westfield, on Sun-
day, December 9. The Fu-
neral Mass took place on
Monday, December 10, at
the Holy Trinity Church
in Westfield, with inter-
ment at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield. For ad-
ditional information or to

sign the guestbook, visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Charles T. “C.T.” Ward, Jr., 60,
formerly of Westfield, died on Tues-
day, September 4, 2018, at St.
Alphonsus Hospital in Boise, Idaho,
from pneumonia and other health
complications. He was born on June
19, 1958 in Rodriguez
Army Hospital, in El
Morro Castle in Old San
Juan, Puerto Rico, to
Helen Klein Ward and
Charles Ward. CT’s fa-
ther was assigned to the
Navy Medical Corps in
Sabana Seca, Puerto
Rico. The family re-
turned to the United
States in 1961. Charles
attended St. Michael
Grammar School in
Elizabeth, then Holy
Trinity School, after the
family moved to Westfield in 1968.
With the move, CT was able to
enjoy playing in a carefree neigh-
borhood on a cul-de-sac with his
new friends. He liked going to the
nearby tree park, and the empty lot
on the block. He also took up golf-
ing at Scotch Hills Country Club,
and skated at Mindowaskin and
Brightwood Ponds. He and his fam-
ily were members of the Westfield
YMCA. CT loved to be affirmed for
his successes as he became involved
in many activities, and learned many
new skills. Some of these activities
included the Cub Scouts, the Boy
Scouts, the St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church Boys Choir, where he sang
at the 10 a.m. Sunday service, and
the Holy Trinity Catholic Church,
where he was an altar server at the
Sunday noon Mass. CT studied the
Suzuki Violin training method with
Paul Somers. He competed with the
Y swimming and gymnastics teams.
He took up Karate, and also played
baseball, football and basketball
through the Westfield Recreation
Department and Holy Trinity
School. CT loved hiking and camp-
ing. He hiked the Appalachian Trail
in New Jersey and enjoyed fishing
and canoeing on Paupackan Lake in
the Poconos. There were many in-
fluential people in young Charles’
life, including Art Downer, a neigh-
bor, who taught him and his friends
how to photograph the night sky
with his Hasselblad cameras with
telescopes. CT’s great-grandfather
Klein was an amateur photographer
in Luzerne County, Pa. Due to undi-
agnosed glaucoma, his vision dete-
riorated, but he could still photo-
graph with special camera equip-
ment. This requires a disciplined
lifestyle, enormous patience, and
outstanding technical ability. He had
the uncanny ability to see interest-
ing relationships between the com-
mon objects in nature. Being le-
gally blind, he saw light and the
blurred lines that define the form of
his photos. He sought out dramatic
light and shapes that represent his
photos. When he moved to Califor-
nia he took advantage of the ex-
traordinary Western landscapes. He
was deeply rooted to the land in the
tradition of classical landscape pho-
tography. Later, in Idaho, he spent
hours fishing on the Salmon and
Snake Rivers which were close to
his home. With his visual disability,
Charles was qualified to submit his
photographs to juried art exhibits.

Active with the Bay Area Camera
clubs, CT’s photographic art was in
demand and with much initiative he
had remarkable sales of his work in
San Francisco, San Mateo, Phila-
delphia, and in Malvern, Pa. His

work appeared in the
Philadelphia Museum of
Art in 1999 and 2004
through the sponsorship
of the Philadelphia Li-
brary for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped.
His work also appeared
for a year at the Pennsyl-
vania Academy of the
Fine Arts. Charles’ work
appeared in other ven-
ues and private collec-
tions in New York, Cali-
fornia, Connecticut, New
Jersey, Utah, Florida,

Georgia, and the Philadelphia sub-
urbs, including a 10-year period in
the Bryn Mawr Rehabilitation Hos-
pital in Malvern, Pa. His photo titled
“Twilight Flight” appeared in a 2006
Bank of America calendar. His many
visits to the exhibits in Philadelphia
were meaningful to affirm his suc-
cess. He was at his very best artisti-
cally, as his mother, Helen, enjoyed
sharing his success with others.
Charles had a large supportive and
close-knit family which formed his
character, resilience, and tenacity.
He was taught the importance of
family, friends, neighbors, the con-
cern for others, and the enjoyment
of the precious gift of life. Charles
was preceded in death by his father,
Charles T. Ward, Sr.; his uncle Ed-
ward Klein, and his aunt Marilyn
Waterbor. He is survived by his
mother, Helen; five siblings, Mark
and his wife, Kay, of Stamford,
Conn., James and his wife, Monica,
from Bethlehem, Pa., Susan
Pawlinski and her husband, Alan,
of Lockport, N.Y., Heidi Pauls of
Lockport, N.Y., and Edward Klein
and his wife, Cheryl, of Scotch
Plains; nieces and nephews, Mark,
Brandon, Christopher, Helena, Joey,
Nicholas, Samantha, Dakota,
Nathan and Sarah. He also is sur-
vived by aunts and uncles, and cous-
ins in the Ward and Klein families.
The family is grateful for the friends,
professionals, and empathetic and
skilled hospital staff in Boise, Idaho,
who were updated on Charles’ con-
dition as he went through his ill-
ness.

Private services were held on Sep-
tember 27, 2018, at the columbarium
of Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Music played at the service included
Mozart’s Requiem “Dies Irae” and
Puccini’s “Nessun dorma” from
Turandot. Arrangements were by Gray
Funeral Home of Westfield. Please go
to www.grayfuneralhomes.com to
view Charles’ life tribute and photos.
To see Charles’ photographic gallery,
please go to www.flickr.com/photos/
ctward.

Memorial contributions may be
made in his memory to the Philadel-
phia Library for the Blind and Physi-
cally Handicapped, 1500 Spring Gar-
den Street, Suite 230, Philadelphia,
Pa. 19130, or the Bryn Mawr Reha-
bilitation Hospital, which sponsors
the annual Art Ability Exhibit and
Sale, 414 Paoli Pike, Malvern, Pa.
19355, or to a charity of one’s choice.
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Charles “C.T.” Ward

Hist. Soc. Volunteers
To Wrap at L&T

WESTFIELD — Once again, the
Westfield Historical Society will
set up as gift wrappers for shop-
pers at Lord & Taylor in Westfield.

Gift-wrapping dates are sched-
uled for Saturdays and Sundays,
December 15 and 16, 22 and 23,
and Monday, December 24. Wrap-
ping will be done from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. The schedule will be expanded
if more volunteers are available.

This is a fundraiser for the
Westfield Historical Society. Wrap-
ping paper and supplies are pro-
vided. The Westfield Historical So-
ciety gift-wrap tables are usually
set up near the Kiehl’s cosmetics
counter. Sign-up slots are for two
hours. Volunteers may sign up for
as many as they wish.

To sign up, visit signupgenius.com/
go/508044FACA62EA3FD0-gift.
Volunteers also may sign up by e-
mail at
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com
or by calling (908) 654-1794.

Edythe E. Jones, 98
Edythe E. Jones, 98, of Herndon,

Va., and formerly of Westfield, N.J.,
passed peacefully with her family
by her side on Tuesday, December
4, 2018. She was a loving wife,
mother, aunt and grandmother.

Edythe was an amazing, vibrant
person. She loved life and lit up the
room wherever she went with her
infectious personality. Many can
recount a funny story that Edythe
told and her quick way of deliver-
ing a punch line to any joke. She
loved ballroom dancing, garden-
ing, reading, playing pinochle and
dominoes (in which, she always
seem to win). You could often find
Edythe out in the sunshine. She
loved spending time at the beach
with her family and vacationed
many years in Florida.

Edythe was a graduate of Battin

High School (Elizabeth) 1937. She
enjoyed a professional career as a
purchasing agent with Bergen
Medical, as well as a seven-year
career after retirement, where she
held a position as an Accounts Pay-
able Clerk with Residex.

Owning a home in Westfield for
more than 65 years provided
Edythe with many lifelong friend-
ships, neighbors, and wonderful
memories.

Preceded in death by her hus-
band, Thomas E., she is survived
by her daughters, Kristine Jones of
Ohio and Kathleen (Patrick)
Lynham of Virginia, and her grand-
daughter, Kaitlin Lynham.

Private services will be held at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield in
Spring 2019.
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Westfield Library to Feature
Yoga, Music, Yule Customs

WESTFIELD — The final four
programs for the month of Decem-
ber at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary range from live music to yoga
to Christmas traditions. The library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.

Local yoga instructor Lorraine
Harwelik will lead the second class
of the “Fundamentals of Yoga” this
evening, Thursday, December 13,
at 7 p.m. This yoga is for anyone
who desires to build the foundation
of a sound and safe yoga practice.
According to Ms. Harwelik, regu-
lar yoga practice has been scientifi-
cally proven to improve the move-
ment of the body and to help the
body systems function optimally.

As part of the TGIF! series, which
meets on Fridays at 1:30 p.m., the
Driftaway Duo will present their
holiday show, “Spirit of the Sea-
son,” on December 14. Acoustic
duo Karen and Jeff will deliver clas-
sic and contemporary songs such as
“Rockin’ Around the Christmas
Tree,” “Silver Bells,” “The Dreidel
Song,” “Merry Christmas, Darling”
and “Mele Kalikimaka.” Audience
members are welcome to sing along.
Registration is not required for this
program and all are welcome.

Vocalist Diane Cypkin, Ph.D., will
present the music and tell the story of
composer Harry Warren on Monday,
December 17, at 7 p.m. Unlike any
other composer, Warren had nearly
two dozen number-one hits, among
them “Forty-Second Street,” “Chat-
tanooga Choo Choo” and “The More
I See You.”

Ms. Cypkin is a professor in the
Media, Communications and Visual
Arts Department of Dyson College
of Arts and Sciences at Pace Univer-
sity. She has presented one-woman
shows about Molly Picon and “Songs
of World War II” at the library and

throughout the tri-state area.
Her accompanist, Lena Panfilova,

is a graduate of the Moscow Con-
servatory. She has performed as a
collaborative pianist with many mu-
sicians and has given numerous solo
and chamber concerts in Russia,
across Europe and in America.

“Christmas Traditions” will be the
subject of author Kevin Woyce’s talk
on Wednesday, December 19, at 7
p.m. This speaker and photographer
will use original photographs, vintage
images and live music to explore fa-
vorite Christmas traditions, from “The
First Christmas” to “A Christmas
Carol,” “White Christmas” and the
Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree.

He also will explain how histori-
cal figures ranging from Saint
Nicholas, Martin Luther and Queen
Victoria to Charles Dickens and
Thomas Nast helped shape the way
the Christmas season is celebrated.

To register for the programs, visit
the library’s website at wmlnj.org
and click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Westfield Memorial Library hours
are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5
p.m. on Sunday. The library will be
closed on Monday and Tuesday,
December 24 and 25, for Christmas.
It will close at 3 p.m. on Monday,
December 31, for New Year’s Eve,
and will be closed Tuesday, January
1, for New Year’s Day.

NAMI Invites Public
To Support Group

CRANFORD — NAMI Union
County, an affiliate of the National
Alliance on Mental Illness, invites
the community to come to its peer-led
group meetings and gain insight from
others facing similar challenges.

NAMI Union County Family Sup-
port Group meetings are held at the
First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue. Meetings take place on the
third Tuesday of every month. The
next meeting will be held on Decem-
ber 18 from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

For more information, call (908)
233-1628 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.
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First Pres. Church Reveals
Christmas, New Year Events
CRANFORD — The First Pres-

byterian Church of Cranford, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue, has
released its schedule of Christmas
season worship services.

The Chancel Choir, under the di-
rection of Alison Ruth Nead and
accompanied by Robert Grube, will
present a special Christmas Cantata
on Sunday, December 23, at 10 a.m.
“A Ceremony of Lessons and Car-
ols,” arranged by Anna Laura Page
and Jean Anne Shafferman, will fea-
ture beloved seasonal scripture read-
ings interspersed with carols that
include a touch of Handel and Bach.

On Monday, December 24,
Christmas Eve services will begin
at 4 p.m. with a Children’s Christ-
mas Pageant entitled “Christmas
Special Delivery,” arranged by
Mark Brymer and Mark Bernthal.
The production will include more
than 25 children from grades 1 to 8,
under the direction of Elsa Hahn
and accompanied by Ann Weeks.

At 8 p.m., the Reverend J. Chris-

tian Kile will lead a traditional
Christmas Eve service with famil-
iar Christmas carols, full choirs and
organ music. During the final hymn,
“Silent Night, Holy Night,” the
lights will be dimmed and candle-
light will fill the sanctuary.

There will be a candlelight ser-
vice at 11 p.m., where Holy Com-
munion will be served. The service
will end with dimming of the lights
and the singing of “Silent Night,
Holy Night” by candlelight.

The following Monday, December
31, a Labyrinth Walk will take place
at the church from 10:30 p.m. through
midnight. This calming and medita-
tive event is designed to help prepare
hearts and minds for the coming year.

The First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford is a family-friendly church
with programs for children and
teens, and a recognized passion for
serving the community, the home-
less and the hungry.

For more information, call the
church office at (908) 276-8440 or
visit firstprescranford.org, Facebook
and Instagram @firstprescranford
and on Twitter @firstprescranfd.

Holy Trinity to Offer
Blue Christmas Service

WESTFIELD — The Catholic
Church of the Holy Trinity, located at
512 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, in-
vites the community to attend its Blue
Christmas Service on Friday, Decem-
ber 21, at 7:30 p.m.

This service is especially designed
for those who find the holidays diffi-
cult due to the death of a loved one;
physical or mental health issues; fi-
nancial concerns or unemployment;
addiction; being victims of violence;
having endured a broken relation-
ship, or being hungry, homeless or
doubtful.

The Blue Christmas Service will
feature prayer, scripture and music as
the Word of God comes to shine light
into darkness. Everyone, regardless
of church background (or lack of it),
is welcome. This service will be fol-
lowed by light refreshments.

Christmas Show Set
Saturday at FUMC

WESTFIELD — The First United
Methodist Church of Westfield will
open its doors for a free Community
Christmas Show featuring multigen-
erational talent and aspiring musicians
this Saturday, December 15, at 4 p.m.

A church choir will sing familiar
tunes while soloists and instrumental-
ists showcase holiday favorites. Guests
will enjoy the traditional sounds of a
bell choir and some charming sur-
prises during the one-hour show.

All are invited to a reception after
the show for some complimentary
light refreshments. For information
on other local holiday events, go to
christmasinwestfield.com.

SANTA MAKES A SPLASH...Santa and his elves join participants in the pool at
last year’s Swim with Santa festivities at the Westfield Area YMCA. This year’s
event will be held this Sunday, December 16, from 1 to 3 p.m., at the Main Y
Facility in Westfield.

‘Swim With Santa’ On Tap
Sunday at Westfield Area Y
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area YMCA invites the community
to celebrate the holiday season at its
third annual “Swim with Santa”
event this Sunday, December 16, at
the Main Y Facility, located at 220
Clark Street, Westfield.

Participants choose a 30-minute
time slot, between 1 and 3 p.m., to
swim with Santa and his elves. A
parent or guardian must be in the pool
with children under age 5 or children
who can not swim. Before or after
their time in the pool, attendees can
enjoy more fun with arts and crafts.

Registration is open to members
and non-members online at
westfieldynj.org or in person at the
Welcome Center located at the Main
Y Facility. Proceeds benefit the Y’s
Annual Support Campaign, which
ensures that no one who lives or
works in Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside or Westfield and is
experiencing a bona fide financial
hardship is denied the opportunity

to participate at the Y.
Additionally, the Westfield Area

YMCA serves as a drop-off loca-
tion for the Westfield Food Pantry.
Visitors are invited to bring a non-
perishable item.

For more information, contact
Sharon London at
slondon@westfieldynj.org or call
(908) 301-YMCA (9622).

Information on all classes, pro-
grams, leagues and events offered
at the Westfield Area YMCA can be
found at westfieldynj.org or by call-
ing (908) 301-YMCA (9622).

IHM to Host Healing Mass,
Christmas Church Services
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Im-

maculate Heart of Mary Parish will
host a Healing Mass, or Mass of
Anointing, this Saturday, Decem-
ber 15, at 11 a.m., in the Main
Church. The church is located at
1571 South Martine Avenue, Scotch
Plains.

Although the sacrament termed
“Anointing of the Sick” is normally
associated with the terminally ill,
this Mass represents a broader out-
reach to those who are troubled in
body, mind and spirit. As such, it
takes a holistic approach towards
the well-being of the individual in a
communal setting that acknowl-
edges humans’ need for healing, for-
giveness and acceptance by God
and by one another.

Healing, and the peace it brings,
is regarded as another step in the
journey of the Advent season lead-
ing up to Christmas. Although the
Mass is a religious celebration, it is
free and open to all who feel a need
for healing.

All in the community also are
invited to “Come Home for Christ-
mas” by joining in the parish cel-
ebration of the feast. Immaculate
Heart of Mary will host a Children’s

Nativity on Monday, December 24,
at 3:30 p.m., followed by Mass at 4
p.m. In addition, Mass will be cel-
ebrated at 6 p.m. and at 10:30 p.m.
on Christmas Eve, as well as at 9
a.m., 10:30 a.m. and noon on Christ-
mas Day, Tuesday, December 25.

For additional information and
directions, call the parish office at
(908) 889-2100 or see the parish
website, ihmparish.net.

Church Invites All To
Lessons and Carols

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Com-
munity Presbyterian Church will hold
its Fourteenth Annual Festival of Les-
sons and Carols this Sunday, Decem-
ber 16, at 5:30 p.m., in the sanctuary.

All are invited to enjoy this beloved
traditional candlelight service of scrip-
ture readings and music. The service
will feature the choirs of the church,
joined by harpist and Mountainside
native Joanne Hansen. A reception
will follow. The Community Presby-
terian Church is located at 1459 Deer
Path, Mountainside. For further infor-
mation, call (908) 232-9490.

Presbyterian Church Invites
All to Christmas Services

WESTFIELD — The community
is invited to the seasonal services
scheduled at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield. Advent is be-
ing celebrated on Sundays in De-
cember at the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
services in the main sanctuary and
Westminster Hall.

The Christmas Eve schedule in-
cludes three services to be held in the
church sanctuary. To start the evening,
a 5 p.m. service, designed for fami-
lies, allows the children to dress in
costumes and be a part of the telling
of the Christmas story that will be
punctuated by the congregational
singing of Christmas carols.

After that service, 8 p.m. and 10

p.m. services will be offered. With
the Reverend Sam Henderson presid-
ing, the services each will feature
special music by the Chancel Choir.
Under the direction of organist/music
director Paul Sanner, sacred music
will begin 20 minutes before the start
of the services.

Free, handicap-accessible parking
is available in the church’s parking
lot at 140 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield. For more information
about the services specifically or the
church in general, call the church
office at (908) 233-0301. With a motto
of “Share, Grow, Serve,” The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield welcomes
all who are looking for a church home.

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty
CELEBRATE THE SEASON…The Presbyterian Church in Westfield welcomes
all to share the joy of Advent and Christmas during services held at the church,
including three on Christmas Eve.

MLK Assoc. Announces
Commemoration Service

WESTFIELD — The Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Association of
Westfield will hold its 32nd Annual
Interfaith Commemoration Service
on Monday, January 21, 2019.

This service will be hosted by the
First Congregational Church of
Westfield, located at 125 Elmer

Street, where the Reverend Mark
Boyea is pastor. The theme for the
2019 program year is “Responding
to Acts of Hatred.”

The Dr. King Association spon-
sors an annual essay contest in the
local elementary and intermediate
schools, in which students are in-
vited to respond to the challenge of
this theme. Contest winners will be
recognized at the upcoming service.
The commemoration program will
include participants from local
churches, mosques and synagogues
as well as other civic organizations.

The service will start at 1 p.m.
and will be preceded by a police-
escorted march departing from the
Dr. King monument on the south-
side circle at 12:30 p.m. The pub-
lic is invited to participate in both
the march and the service.

The keynote speaker for this event
will be Stanley Talbert, a doctoral
student at Union Theological Semi-
nary in New York City, where he
studies Systematic Theology and
African-American Studies. Mr.
Talbert is a published author of nu-
merous articles and papers. He also
is a well-established lecturer who
has given lectures and presentations
in the United States, Europe and
Africa. Mr. Talbert is the recipient
of many awards and Fellowships.

The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Association will give more detailed
information about Mr. Talbert and
his accomplishments ahead of the
commemoration service.

The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. As-
sociation has been a part of the Westfield
community for more than 30 years. The
purpose of the association is to inspire
and encourage local communities to
seek and adopt the high ideals espoused
by Dr. King – especially those ideals
that promote respect, fairness and jus-
tice for all people.

For further information, call
Elizabeth Wolf at (908) 654-6770.

Road Runners Plan
Hangover 5k Run

WESTFIELD — The Central Jer-
sey Road Runners Club will host its
37th Annual Hangover 5k Run on
Tuesday, January 1, at noon, at
Tamaques Park in Westfield. Regis-
tration details are available at
cjrrc.org.

Alzheimer’s Caregivers
To Meet December 21
WESTFIELD — Jewish Family

Service of Central New Jersey, a non-
sectarian health and social service
agency, will host an Alzheimer’s Sup-
port Group, through Alzheimer’s New
Jersey, on Friday, December 21. It
will take place from 10 to 11 a.m. at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield.

Free and open to Alzheimer’s/De-
mentia caregivers in the community,
this program is run in accordance
with Alzheimer’s New Jersey guide-
lines. Participants are welcome to
join the group at any time. This sup-
port group is not suitable for indi-
viduals with the dementia diagnosis.

Registration is recommended. If
planning to attend, or seeking more
information about JFS’ program for
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Disorders,
contact Alice Greenberg-Sheedy, Li-
censed Clinical Social Worker, at
agreenberg-sheedy@jfscentralnj.org
or (908) 352-8375.

GET YOUR TREE!...The Westfield Area Y Men’s Club Christmas Tree
Sale is well underway, with a wide selection of trees, wreaths and roping
available. With so many trees, the Y Men are in need of volunteers to help
at the lot. In addition, the club is always seeking new members who share
values of respect, responsibility, volunteerism and youth development. The
Y Men’s Club is a service organization that raises money for charitable
causes. For more information, stop by the Elm Street Field tree lot and talk
to any member, visit westfieldynj.org/get-involved/community-partners/ys-
mens-club/, or check out the club on Facebook at “Westfield Area Y’s Men’s
Club Christmas Tree Sale.” Pictured, the tree lot bustles with volunteers
helping customers pick the perfect tree.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Cranford Seniors
Seek New Members

CRANFORD — The Thursday
Cranford Senior group is seeking
new members. The group takes part
in many fun activities such as trips,
luncheons and bingo, among other
offerings.

Participants will have opportuni-
ties to spend time with old friends,
build new friendships and socialize
within the Cranford community. In-
terested persons are asked to call Lori-
Ann Donnelly, senior citizen program
coordinator, at (908) 709-7283.

Cranford Rec. Posts
Winter Registration

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
currently is conducting registration
for Winter programs. Its Fall/Winter
brochure lists all winter programs,
which also may be viewed online at
cranfordnj.org/recreation-parks or
on Facebook at facebook.com/
CranfordRecreationAndParks. All
programs are for Cranford residents
only.

The recreation and parks depart-
ment strongly encourages registra-
tion for all classes to be done online
through Community Pass. Online reg-
istration enables participants to reg-
ister 24 hours a day, seven days a
week; to make payment by credit
card and to receive the latest program
updates as they occur through their
account. Participants may access their
existing account or create a new ac-
count by visiting https://
register.communitypass.net/cranford.

Anyone needing assistance to reg-
ister online or who has any other
questions is invited to stop by the
recreation and parks department, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford,
or call (908) 709-7283.

St. Bart’s to Present
Christmas Concert

SCOTCH PLAINS — St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church will present its 16th
Annual Parish Christmas Concert this
Saturday, December 15. Prelude mu-
sic by local bluegrass group Dollr
Hollr will begin at 6:30 p.m. The
main concert will start at 7 p.m.

The concert will feature the adult
and children’s choirs, chamber or-
chestra, contemporary band and spe-
cial guests. Concert-goers will be
treated to old familiar carols, con-
temporary holiday tunes and unex-
pected arrangements of traditional
songs, as well as a sing-along portion.

St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church is located at 2032 Westfield
Avenue, Scotch Plains. Admission is
free, but a suggested $10 donation
supports the church’s music ministry.
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209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

     FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM

CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."

Learn about senior living  
at Lantern Hill.

New Providence

LanternHillCommunity.com

Request your FREE brochure from 
the premier retirement community  
in New Providence. Get the facts 
about our vibrant lifestyle, stylish 

apartment homes, expert health 
care, and so much more!
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There’s no risk in learning more! Call 1-800-208-1976  

or visit LanternHillCommunity.com.
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SRS CROWLEY, FERRERO EXPECTED TO LEAD THE WAY

Blue Devil Cager Boys to Work
Multi-Sport Athletes on Court

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL BOYS BASKETBALL VARSITY...Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row; Michael Kane, Jake Walsh, Matt
Crowley, Nick Murray, Griffin Rooney and Andrew Echausse; top row, Hank Shapiro, Will Kessler, Ray Hurt, Tommy
McGuire, Logan Howland, Declan McCauley, Adam Perry, Sebastian Ferrero and Colin Freer.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Many new faces will appear on the
court at the varsity level, including
the head coach, but this year’s
Westfield High School boys basket-
ball team will present a host of multi-
sport athletes, who are accustomed to
varsity competition. But first-year
head coach Jim McKeon is no stranger

to Blue Devil basketball.
“I have been the JV coach for seven

years. This is my first year being the
varsity coach. Very excited!” Coach
McKeon expressed. “I got to play
here for four years at the varsity level,
so to come back and actually be a
coach where you got to play is very
humbling.”

McKeon who graduated from WHS

in 2002, was also a multiple sport
athlete.

“I played football, basketball and
baseball. I was a four-year player for
basketball, a three-year starter, two-
year captain actually. Baseball a three-
year starter at the varsity level and
football a three-year starter. So I think
that was beneficial for my basketball,

SRs – PRINGLE, WILLIAMSON, SPEER, ‘SANTA’, ROKICKI

Lady Cougar Cagers Look
To Be Among County Leaders

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top-notched team performances
have placed the Cranford High School
girls basketball team among the top
tier of Union County, let alone come
sectional tournament time, for a num-
ber of years and this season the Cou-
gars feel they have the right formula

to remain among the best. In addition
to having a number of talented ath-
letes through the years, the Cougars
have enjoyed the guidance of 12-year
Head Coach Jackie Dyer.

“I was the JV coach for two years,
so I have been in Cranford for 14
years,” Coach Dyer confirmed.

Last year, the Cougars had a good

formula but ended up on the very
short side of several stinging one-
point defeats. Some stinging losses
were a 41-40 loss to AL Johnson and
a 40-39 loss to Westfield but the big-
gest sting came with a 45-44 loss in
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
semifinals to The Patrick School.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
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Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate
Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: BettyLynch1935@gmail.com
FAX: 862-345-2871
www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

"In Town" luxurious living in this 3,800+ square foot condo. Breathtaking amenities including hand crafted
millwork throughout, gleaming hardwood floors and gourmet kitchen with quality brand appliances. The 37'
master bedroom boasts custom walk in closets, spa type bath with soaking tub, sitting area with fireplace and
access to the terrace to enjoy beautiful sunsets. Elevator building complete with concierge service and under-
ground parking offers total security and a "stress free" atmosphere. Enjoy all that Westfield's vibrant downtown
has to offer right outside your door! $2,399,000. Call Betty Lynch at 908-419-5141 for a private viewing.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, December 16th • 1-4PM
111 Prospect Street, Westfield

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LADY COUGAR VARSITY CAGERS...Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row; Sophomores Natalia Kruk and Kirsten
Willams, junior Gianna Torretta, sophomore Elizabeth McCaffery and junior Chloe Carracino; top row, Seniors Lauren
Williamson, Olivia Speer, Meghan Santarelli, Ellie Rokicki and KC Pringle.

Annual Union County Wrestling
Breakdown – Dec. 20 Edition
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THOMPSON, APPLEGARTH, DANIEL NAMED CAPTAINS

Blue Devils Excited to Have
Faster Girls Swimming Team

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls
swim team comes off of a very suc-
cessful 2017-18 campaign. Last sea-
son the Blue Devil girls finished sec-
ond at the Union County Champion-
ships to Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
advanced to the sectional finals be-
fore bowing to Bridgewater-Raritan.
This year, the results could be even
better. Enthusiasm is high as evi-
denced by the number of girls trying
out for the team.

“This year we had a large volume of
girls who tried out for the team,” said
Westfield Head Coach Steve
Whittington. “About 42 girls tried out
for the team, unfortunately we weren’t
able to keep everyone. The freshman
class is so talented and very fast. We
ultimately kept 33 swimmers and two
stat girls. The freshman class is full of
talent and we are very excited to have
a faster team this season.”

The strong turnout is important as
the Blue Devils will need to find ca-
pable replacements for a number of
outstanding graduated swimmers.

“Last year we graduated an amaz-
ing group of girls and we miss them
dearly,” said Whittington. “Two main
standouts from last year class were
Emma Conlon and Muriel Maloney.
These two were very fast and reliable
swimmers. Whenever they were
needed they would rise to the occa-
sion. They were also great captains
and leaders for the team. Muriel now
swims for Monmouth University. The
teams will definitely feel a loss with-
out them but we have an amazing
freshman class, which we are very
lucky.”

Despite the losses, Whittington is
clearly excited by the talent he has on
hand.

“This year there are so many tal-
ented girls, who we are excited to see
what they will do. One standout of the
group is junior Abby McKinney. She is
an all-around amazing swimmer. She
can swim any event and will always
rise to the challenge. Her main events
are the 100 Fly and 200 IM. She has
made Meet of Champions for the past

two years and is a major part of our
lineup. Another outstanding swimmer
is Erin McAndrew, a junior. She has
improved drastically since her fresh-
man year. Last year she won most
improved swimmer. Her main event is
the 200 Free. You can always count on
Erin to swim a great time.”

Freshmen will play a major role in
the Blue Devil fortunes.

“A freshman we are so excited about
is Vivian Jeckell. She has done out-
standing times on her club team over
the past few years. We expect her to
be an integral part of our team this
season. Her main event is the 50 Free.
She is a driven swimmer and is deter-
mined to do her best. She can be seen
leading her lane at practice.”

Whittington expects leadership to
come from a trio of talented, experi-
enced seniors.

“Our captains this year are Keeley
Thompson, Ireland Applegrath and
Jenna Daniel. These three girls bring
so much to the team and they are
going to lead the team in a great
season. Keeley Thompson has been
another standout on the team for the
past three years. Her main events are
the 50 Free and 100 Back. She also
swims all of the relays, in which she
has qualified for Meet of Champions
for the past two years. She is depend-
able and a leader for the team, she can
always be seen leading her lane at
practice.”

Whittington feels especially confi-
dent in the power his team seems to
have in the relays.

“Our team is looking very promis-
ing, we are very excited to meet our
rival, Scotch Plains. Our relays are
looking like they are going to be un-
stoppable. In our medley relay, we
have strong swimmers in all four
events. We also have multiple 50
National swimmers, so our 200 Free
relay is shaping up to be very fast this
year. For our 400 Free relay, we have
so many strong freestylers, so we are
very optimistic that we will have amaz-
ing relays this season. Our team has a
ton of depth, which we use to our
advantage and makes us a strong com-
petitor. Overall we are very excited
for the season and extremely hopeful
that we will have a great season.”

The Blue Devils are already out of
the blocks quickly having defeated
Union, 120-49, in their season open-
ing meet. They have meets against
Plainfield and Governor Livingston
on tap before settling in for a big early
season showdown against Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on December 21.

FREER, McCAULEY, KESSLER, SMITH LED ON DEFENSE

Blue Devils Hung in There
But Took Lumps in Football

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Graduation from a 2017 Group 5
sectional championship team took its
toll, especially when it came to re-
placing nearly an entire defense and
an offensive line. But this year’s
Westfield High School football, al-
though finishing with a 4-7 record,
team managed to hang in there with
some of the best teams in the state.

Fielding a team composed predomi-
nantly of junior and sophomore start-
ers, the Blue Devils got stung by the
Tigers at Linden, 14-7, in their season
opener where a key 48-yard touch-
down pass by Linden set the tone. The
Blue Devils defeated Watchung Hills,
27-13, then topped Old Bridge, 33-
17, in their home opener.

Next came a six-game slide begin-
ning with a 27-18 setback to St. Joes
(Metuchen). A trip to Union resulted
in a 21-7 loss but the Blue Devils were
trailing 21-0 at the half before they
turned the tables, had a touchdown
negated and nearly had another. In a
trip to Phillipsburg, the Stateliners
scored three big-play touchdowns

within the first six minutes in a 42-24
loss. Phillipsburg went on to win the
North 2, Group 4 title.

A home game against Elizabeth
resulted in a 12-0 victory for the Min-
utemen when a 30-yard pass set up the
first touchdown and a breakaway 38-
yards run scored the second. The Blue
Devils played very well against
Piscataway and trailed only 7-0 enter-
ing the fourth quarter but the Chiefs
wore them down in a 26-0 win. The

13-0 Chiefs went on to win the North
Group 5 Bowl game and finished with
a No. 2 ranking (top public school).
The last game of the losing streak
came in the sectional playoff against
Union City, 21-7.

“We hung in there with some real
good teams this year but let up too
many big plays on special teams and
defense, and didn’t generate enough
big plays on offense,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Jim DeSarno pointed out.

The Blue Devils did, however, finish
their season on the up side with a 20-13
triumph over West Morris Central in a
crossover game and a 27-0 shutout of
Plainfield on Thanksgiving Day.

“I was proud of the way the team
finished the season with two wins.
They didn’t quit on the season after
losing six in a row,” Coach DeSarno
commented.

The Blue Devils did emerge with
some shining stars on defense. Junior
defensive end Colin Freer (48 tack-
les, 50 assisted) led the team in throws
for loss (TFL) with 12, sacks with
four, fumble recoveries with four and

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Vall-Llobera, Hopkins
In National Spotlight

Jake Vall-Llobera started 39 games
at defensive end for the WHS football
team and never experienced a loss,
going 39-0. He also got to play in
three straight state sectional title
games at Met-Life Stadium, all victo-
ries over Bridgewater-Raritan. As a
senior he earned First-Team All-State
honors.

So the freshman at Johns Hopkins
University probably wasn’t very in-
timidated to be starting at defensive
end against perennial Division 3 pow-
erhouse Mount Union (Ohio) in last
Saturday’s national semifinals at
Mount Union Stadium. He certainly
didn’t play like it.

In the Blue Jays’ 28-20 loss to
Mount Union, Vall-Llobera made
three tackles (two for losses) and had

two sacks. When they fell behind 14-
0, he got Hopkins back into the game
by forcing a fumble by the quarter-
back that was recovered by a team-
mate and returned for a touchdown.
That kind of play, of course, is not a
surprise for anyone who saw ‘Val’
play at Kehler Stadium.

The 6-foot-3, 220-pounder started
every game for the Blue Jays (12-2),
whose other loss was in early Sep-
tember at Susquehanna in a wild 37-
35 game. Hopkins came into
Saturday’s national semifinals aver-
aging 48 points per game, while al-
lowing just 15. Two of the winners’
touchdowns were on 90- and 76-
yard interception returns, ending long
Hopkins drives deep into Mount
Union territory.

“Coming in, I wasn’t sure how the
pace and strength would differ from
high school ball,” Vall-Llobera said
Sunday via e-mail. “But I adjusted
pretty quickly and earned the starting
spot for game one. The biggest differ-
ence to me was the discipline of the
offensive linemen. I couldn’t just run
around or through them anymore. I
had to work on specific pass rush
moves to be successful.”

Vall-Llobera, who was at Hub Stine
Field in his WHS letter jacket on
Thanksgiving Day to watch his old
team shut out Plainfield, finished his
freshman year with 36 tackles, in-
cluding 17 solo hits. He also was
involved in five sacks, three of them
solo.

Hopkins was playing in its first
Division 3 semifinal. Meanwhile,
Mount Union (14-0), winner of its
last 29 games, has won 13 Stagg Bowl
(Division 3) championships and been
runner-up seven other times in the last
quarter-century.

“The game and the entire season
were incredibly fun,” Vall-Llobera
said. “All in all, it was amazing, and
history was made. I was upset we
couldn’t pull it off for our seniors

Photo courtesy of Johns Hopkins University

Jake Vall-Llobera, wearing No. 93 this year, had a sensational freshman year as
a defensive end at Johns Hopkins University, which reached the semifinals of the
national Division 3 tournament.

because they already feel like family
to me. But luckily I’ve got three shots
left.”

DOMINATING TEAMS
The 1979 team was arguably the

best of Hall of Fame coach Carol
Donner’s eight WHS field hockey
squads, and also the best in school
history. The Blue Devils were ranked
No. 1 in the state for 10 straight weeks
and took a 19-0-1 record into the state
Group 4 title game, where they lost to
Cherry Hill East by a shocking 4-0
score. (WHS also lost in the state
Group 4 final in 1975, 1978 and 1992.)
They had scored a (still) school-record
58 goals and given up just 9 going
into the title game.

That team featured Hall of Famers
Cheryl Gleason, Denise Comby, Chris

Diemer and Bonnie Bell, along with
Martha Tweedie, Hillary Balin, Heidi
Anderson, Christine Cosenza, Christy
Gingerich, Pam Kraft and Lauren
Shapiro.

Comby, Diemer, Gleason and Bell
all played for Donner in both field
hockey and softball before joining
her in the Hall of Fame.

BOWLING ’EM OVER
The WHS bowling team has looked

pretty strong in its first couple of
matches. In wins over Roselle Park
and Clark, the Blue Devils have got-
ten high games and sets from Dylan
Kurstedt (252, 709), Trey Rabinowitz
(256, 672), Dante Morales (279, 659)
Will Shepherd (234, 655), and Jon
Grossman (193, 535).

If they can maintain or improve on
those numbers, as they should, the
Blue Devils could once again be a
part of the discussion late in the sea-
son.

NO POWDER PUFF GAME
The annual Powder Puff Football

Game between WHS’s junior and se-
nior girls was not played this year
because only a dozen 12th graders
signed up. The game has been a tradi-
tion since at least the early 1960s.

NO BOWCRAFT
Bowcraft Amusement Park on

Route 22 West in Scotch Plains, a
legendary spot for several genera-
tions of kids, teens and adults, is clos-
ing up and will be replaced by …
surprise! … apartments.

Westfield lost the Jolly Trolley a
couple years back, and now Scotch
Plains has lost Bowcraft, both town
landmarks that have been or will be
replaced by more housing.

Thomas Wolfe was right about not
going home again.

TOP MASCOT
Elliot Eagle, the school mascot of

Pennsville High in south Jersey, was
named New Jersey’s No. 1 Mascot
according to nj.com. The Den isn’t
sure how people spend their spare
time in Salem County, but Elliot re-
ceived over 122,000 votes – that was
51 percent of the total votes cast and,
obviously, more than the other four
finalists combined.

Runners-up were the Gateway
Gator (the top pick of the NJ Devil
mascot), Robbinsville’s Rowdy Raven
(top pick of Dave Raymond, the origi-
nal Phillie Fanatic), the Elizabeth
Minuteman and Minutewoman (top
pick of Mr. Met), and the Frankford
(Sussex County) Middle School’s
Buford the Bulldog.

IN PASSING
Jerry Bonnetti (’58), a second

baseman on WHS’s baseball team
and an end on the football team, passed
away on Dec. 3 at age 78, doing what
he loved most – fishing off Sandy
Hook. His son Brad played shortstop
for the 1980 and 1981 Blue Devils,
and was also a two-way end on the
1980 football team.

AROUND THIS DATE
Dec. 11, 1936: Gibson Scheffer

swam a school record 57.5 in winning
the 100 freestyle, leading WHS to a
41-34 win over Thomas Jefferson at
the Rooke Pool. Scheffer also won
the 40 free.

Dec. 12, 1936: Frank Doetterl
scored six goals as the Westfield Polo
Club notched a 16-3 victory over
Boulder Brook, N.Y., at the Westfield
Armory.

Dec. 12, 1992: Dave Brown made
his first start for the N.Y. Giants in a
19-0 loss to the Phoenix Cardinals.
Brown was injured during the game
and missed the rest of the season.

Dec. 14, 1962: Bob King tied Dick
Myers’s school record with 38 points
in a 92-74 win over Plainfield. King
later scored 43 and 42 points in a
game.

Dec. 14, 1977: The New Jersey
Senate honored WHS as the state’s
best football team. The Blue Devils
were 11-0 that fall and in 1999 were
named the state’s best high school
team of the 20th century by The Star-
Ledger.

Dec. 15, 1972: Scott Novacek’s
50-foot desperation shot beat the
buzzer and lifted WHS to a 52-50
triumph over Scotch Plains.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Special Thanks:
I would like to thank Marlene

Iacoponi, Charles Mulrooney and
Dale Horton for contributing fabu-
lous photos of  the Westfield Blue
Devil football games this season. I
have enjoyed the luxury of having
several parents, enthusiasts donate
their photos through the past sev-
eral seasons.

If there are any parents, boosters
who take a fancy to photographing
action shots for next year’s football
team, please notify Dave Corbin at
dcorbin@goleader.com

“We lost to them by one in the
semifinals. That was the hardest I’ve
seen the girls play that whole season.
They put their heart and soul into the
entire game. They [Patrick School]
deserved to win but I couldn’t have
been more proud of how they played,”
Coach Dyer expressed. “We had our
ups and downs. We had some really
good wins then we had some losses
that we shouldn’t have but they played
well from start to finish.”

Four-year letter winner and leading
scorer Cam Wilchelns, along with
Caroline Kelly, Caroline McCaffery
and Lauren Santarelli have gradu-
ated, so Coach Dyer has been experi-
menting to come up with the right
formula this season.

“She [Wichelns] was a great scorer
for us and last year’s group had their
strengths. This year as a group, we are
younger. I do have five seniors who
have varsity experience and then I have
five younger girls. Since the first day,
they have worked so, so hard from start
to finish. I am very pleased with the way
this season has gone so far,” she said.

Key ingredients in the formula will
be senior forward KC Pringle, who
led the team with 114 rebounds and
24 blocked shots, and senior forward
Megan Santarelli.

“KC Pringle is a big presence un-
derneath the basket. She helps us a lot
with rebounding. Megan Santarelli is
another one, who has stepped up,”
Coach Dyer noted.

Senior Lauren Williamson has in
past years and will be very effective
defensively and offensively.

“Lauren Williamson has been with
us on varsity since her freshman year.

She won the counties with me two
years ago. She’s Lauren! She’s a hard
worker,” Coach Dyer expressed.

Senior forward Olivia Speer to-
taled 122 points and grabbed 64 re-
bounds last year and more could be
expected this season.

“She’s very vocal on the floor. She
talks to everyone, helps everyone on
defense. She is a big presence under-
neath the basket,” Dyer said.

Senior guard Ellie Rokicki, who
came off the bench last year, should
definitely see more action this season.

“She’s one of our guards. She
worked hard during the off-season. I
am very impressed with what she’s
done,” Dyer said.

The Cougars have several under-
classmen who are expected to jump
right into the mix such as juniors
Gianna Toretta and Chloe Carracino,
and sophomores Liz McCaffery,
Natalia Kruk and Kirsten Williams.

“Gianna Toretta was on JV last
year. She’s a point guard and she has
worked really hard in the off-season.
She brings some really good things.
Liz McCaffery, she’s a guard. She
brings a lot and has a really good
outside shot. Natalia Kruk is a post
player, really good rebounder. She is
going to be a force to reckon with on
rebounds,” Coach Dyer promised.

Another huge asset the Cougars
will enjoy this season is the wealth of
multi-sport athletes such as
Williamson, Pringle and Williams
from soccer and McCaffery from soft-
ball just to name a few.

“I like to see that. I encourage girls
to play more than one sport. Because
they can feel out what they like better

and what their favorite sport is. So it
keeps them in shape all year round.
Each season prepares them for the
next sport and the next,” Dyer said.

Each sport requires different strat-
egies, different movements, different
strengths, different responsibilities.

“They all kind of intertwine. You
can tell who is the soccer player, you
can tell who plays volleyball. You see
all those different things when you
watch them play,” Coach Dyer said.

All those assets will be needed too,
since the competition in girls basket-
ball has increased significantly in
Union County.

“Union County girls basketball has
definitely been top in the state. It
reminds me of when I played, Union
County was really big. It kind of took
a little break for girls basketball and
now it seems to be that it’s up and
rising again. It’s very competitive. It
doesn’t matter who you are playing,
what division you are in. Everyone
comes to play. You can’t underesti-
mate anyone,” Coach Dyer cautioned.

And the Cougars are situated in the
top tier conference, the Watchung
Division.

“The girls have shown that that’s
where they belong year in and year
out. Even if we have a season where
we are rebuilding, we still have stuck
with The Patrick School, Roselle
Catholic, Westfield. Oak Knoll is up
there with us. I think we are going to
be one of the stronger teams this year,”
Coach Dyer opined.

The Cougars will open their season
by hosting the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders this Friday, December 14, at
7 p.m.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

ALL-CONFERENCE PLAYER OF
THE YEAR..Cougar Maggie Murray,
No. 7 (September 2018 files).

Cougar Murray
Named Conference
Player of the Year
Cranford High School junior

Maggie Murray has been selected
the Union County Conference
Player of the Year by NJ.com As an
attacker, Murray led the team in
assists with 16 and was second in
scoring with 14 goals behind senior
Lauren Williamson, who netted 17
goals.

The Cougars won the Watchung
Division with an 8-1 record and
finished with an overall 18-4 record.
The Cougars finished second in the
Union County Tournament, losing
to Scotch Plains-Fanwood, and
reached the North 2, Group 3 Cham-
pionship game.

Other awards this season for
Murray are: Third Team All-State,
Second Team All-Group 3, First
Team All Conference, First Team
All-Watchung Division, First Team
All-Union County

WF’s Irving, Walter Receive
All-CC Men’s Soccer Honors

ALLENTOWN, PA. (12/07/2018)
— Senior Kevin Irving and freshman
Mark Walter, both Westfield High
School graduates, of the Muhlenberg
College men’s soccer team received
All-Centennial Conference recogni-
tion. Irving was named to the Second
Team and Walter was selected Hon-
orable Mention.

Irving tied for the team lead with
10 points on two goals and six assists
from the midfield. His six assists are
tied for third in the CC. Irving scored
one of his two goals on a penalty kick

against eventual CC champion
Haverford. A four-year starter, Irv-
ing finished his career with eight
goals and 10 assists.

Walter was one of only four fresh-
men on the All-CC squad and the
first Muhlenberg freshman to earn
All-CC recognition since 2008. The
left back on a defense that allowed
18 goals in 17 games, Walter also
contributed to the offense with a pair
of assists, one on the winning goal in
overtime in the season finale at Wash-
ington College.

David B. Corbin (January 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRONGER, FASTER TEAM THIS YEAR...The Lady Blue Devils are excited to have a faster, stronger swimming team
this season. Enthusiasm is high as evidenced by the number of girls trying out for the team.
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LYGHT, DEVIZIO EXPECTED TO LEAD YOUNG RAIDERS

Lady Raiders Have Numbers,
Low on Experience in Hoops

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By any measure, the 2017-2018
season was a great success for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team. The Raiders
finished with a winning record while
advancing to the quarterfinal round in
the tough Union County Tournament.
They also won their first-round state
playoff game by 30 points over Eliza-
beth before being eliminated by
Westfield in the second round. Fourth-
year head coach Ryan McKenna
knows the importance of last year’s
accomplishments as he continues to
work toward turning the Raider pro-
gram into a consistent force in Union
County girls’ basketball.

“We made it to the Union County
Tournament quarters last year. We
were the lowest seed to do so as we
upset UC in the first round (10/7
match-up). We also won our first state
game in about 10 years. We had a
terrific season at 15-11 and it was
important to give the girls a sense of
success, not only for the seniors who
had struggled through losing seasons,
but for the girls that were behind them
to understand that winning should be
an expectation.”

So the Raiders have definitely cre-
ated something they can build on as
the 2018-19 season tips off. But they
will have to continue the momentum
without a lot of the familiar faces that
helped them get back on the winning
track last year. McKenna knows his
current group faces a tough challenge
in repeating the success of last season’s
team.

“We lost a lot last year. We lost five
seniors (3 starters) that played a key
role last year. Nya Downing, Brianna
O’Brien, Abbe Burton, Isabella
Corsaro and Kaysia Minor all have
graduated. We will be young for sure,
but I think we have a lot of athleticism
to compete like we did last year. We
are looking to improve on our record
and improve our team as the season
goes along.”

The Raider roster is deep in num-
bers heading into the new season if
somewhat short on experience. The
lineup is still to be determined but
McKenna knows who he expects will
lead the team throughout the season.

“Still working through the starting
five. We could have a different start-
ing five often depending on who works
harder in practice. But, we expect
Corinne Lyght and Stefanie DeVizio,
our two returning starters from last
year to lead the team.”

Lyght, a 5’10” sophomore guard/
forward, averaged 6.4 points per game
and 3.6 rebounds as a freshman. Lyght,
a standout soccer player, brings out-
standing quickness to the court and
figures to only get better as she gains
more experience. DeVizio, a 5’5" se-
nior, will anchor the backcourt for
McKenna’s Raiders. As a junior,
DeVizio averaged 6.1 points per game.
DeVizio poured in 15 points in the
first round state tournament victory
over Elizabeth.

Competing for time in the rotation
will be seniors Hannah Lyman (5’8”
Forward), Abby Saperstein (5’8” For-
ward), Eboni Davis (5’8” Forward),
Meghan Duthie (5’7” Forward), Mor-
gan Wilson (5’8” Forward), Brenna
McNamara (5’4” Guard) and Amy
Magrino (5’3” Guard).

Juniors Sarah Dill (5’5” Guard)
and Gabby Aloe (5’3” Guard) are
also in the backcourt mix. A pair of
sophomores, Ryann Wall (5’3” Guard)
and Madison Starosa (5’6” G/F) could
also see court time.

Freshmen Julia DeVizio (5’5”
Guard) and Leah Klurman (5’5”
Guard) offer intriguing incoming tal-
ent. Lyght, DeVizio, Aloe and
Klurman all come to the Raiders from
the highly successful varsity soccer
team.

“This is my fourth season as the
head coach and I’d like to think that
our program has improved. We have

more girls coming to tryouts and play-
ers from other sports, specifically
soccer, entering the fold. We now
have a PAL program that we will lean
on to be a feeder system in our town
and hopefully continue to build from
there. I’d like to see more girls com-
ing into the high school excited to be
a part of our program. We had a lot of
fun last year and of course the success
was a part of that, but I think our
coaching staff has also made it a fun
culture to be around. Having some of
our best athletes playing basketball
will hopefully translate and build upon
the success that we had last year.”

Of course, the Raiders have a long
way to go if they are to consistently
challenge the likes of powerhouse
programs Roselle Catholic, The
Patrick School and Westfield in the
tough Union County girls’ basketball
landscape.

“Union County is a very difficult
conference. But I think Westfield and
Cranford have shown that the public
schools can certainly compete with
the likes of Roselle Catholic and The
Patrick School. Whether the public
schools can remain as consistent as
the private schools remains to be seen,
but basketball is an unpredictable
sport. In a one game playoff anything
can happen.”

The Raiders tip off the 2018-19
season December 14 with a visit to
Cranford.

Hilltopper Icemen Chill
Westfield Blue Devils, 4-1

Photo courtesy of James Finver

BATTLING FOR THE PUCK...Blue Devil senior John Humiston, right No. 22,
battles a Summit Hilltopper for control of the puck.

In January of 2018, the Westfield
High School boys varsity ice hockey
team upset the heavily favored rival
Summit Hilltoppers to win the Union
County Championship. It proved to
be the only blemish on the Summit
resume for the season as they went on
to win the New Jersey Public C cham-
pionship.

The most recent clash of these two
Union County hockey titans took place
at Warinanco Park last week. The
Hilltoppers, still stinging from the
County championship loss, exacted a
small measure of revenge with a 4-1
victory over the Blue Devils, but
Westfield showed the win last season
was no fluke.

A highly competitive first period
ended with the score 0-0. Blue Devil
senior captain CJ Duffy, the MVP of
the county tournament last year, con-
tinued to frustrate the Hilltoppers with
stellar goalkeeping. Duffy finished
the night with 33 saves.

Summit was able to break through
the Great Wall of Duffy early in the
second period for the first goal of the
game. Westfield responded quickly
when senior John Humiston, continu-
ing to wield a hot twig, banged home
the equalizer on a power play to knot
the score at 1-1. Junior Dylan Howard
and freshman Thomas Conrad each

provided a sweet pass to earn assists
on the play. The goal was Humiston’s
third in the past two games.

Less than a minute later Summit’s
Tom Pryymak, the NJIIHL player of
the year last season, scored the go-
ahead goal. The end of the second
period queued up the Zamboni and
sent the squads to their dressing rooms
with Summit clinging to a 2-1 lead.

The talented Hilltoppers continued
to press in the third period. The
Westfield defense corps led by junior
stalwart Trevor Tanella put on a val-
iant effort in their own end. Fellow
defensemen senior Tommy Duffy,
sophomore Kyle Azzaretto and the
freshman Conrod all battled mightily.
Ultimately the depth of the Summit
squad prevailed and two more third
period Summit tallies resulted in the
4-1 final.

With their first loss of the season
the Blue Devils record stands at 1-1-
1.

Follow the WHS boys varsity ice
hockey team on Twitter
@westfieldpuck for an informative
and entertaining take on the season’s
activities. Fans can also visit
WHSpuckon FaceBook and
Instagram Pages. See the website for
up to date team schedules
atwww.westfieldhockey.com.

David B. Corbin (February 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING RAIDER SENIOR...Senior Stefanie DeVizio, right, who was a leader on the girls soccer team, is one of the
Raiders’ returning starters this season. DeVizio and sophomore Corinne Lyght are expected to provide leadership..
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Blue Devils to Work with Multi-Sport Athletes
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

playing all different sports. It helped
me in each sport, playing a different
sport, and this year we have a ton of
guys playing multiple sports,” Coach
McKeon explained.

In fact, McKeon played a key role
in the Magical No. 11 baseball game
in 2002 when the Blue Devils claimed
their 11th Union County Tournament
crown with a 7-4 (equals 11) victory
over AL Johnson. McKeon (uniform
No. 22 — 11 doubled) whacked a
two-run double. Pitcher Jay Cook re-
tired 11 straight Crusaders and Ben

Koket (No. 11) had the first hit, scored
the first run and hauled in the final
out. The Blue Devils, who had 11 hits,
scored most of their runs in the fifth
and sixth innings (equal 11) and sent
11 players to the plate during those
innings.

McKeon firmly believes the multi-
sport experience will pay off.

“Out of the 15 guys that are out
here, 11 of them are multi-sport ath-
letes and eight of them play football.
And at a high level. They are starters,
they are contributors and a lot of them

now, who are juniors, were contribu-
tors as sophomores, so this is their
third season to play a varsity sport. I
am excited they bring their knowl-
edge, their winning spirit. They have
been through the tough game of foot-
ball. They know what it takes to be a
championship team. That’s going to
help the younger guys. It can help the
older guys that weren’t part of a cham-
pionship team. It’s going to give a
good overall team morale,” he said.

McKeon will look to returning se-
niors Matt Crowley and Sebastian
Ferrero for leadership.

“Matt Crowley, the sky is the limit
with this kid. He has a great basket-
ball mind. Sebastian is going to be
very tough guard. Some people kind
of pigeonholed him as a spot up
shooter but he’s far more than that.
He’s really put time into his craft to
get better. Those are probably the
biggest contributors from the team
before,” Coach McKeon said.

Others, who have experienced
playing time last year are seniors
Adam Perry, Tommy McGuire,
Michael Kane and Nick Murray.

“Murray, Tommy McGuire,
Michael Kane! Those are the guys,
who didn’t get the minutes they
wanted to but they are going to be
major contributors this year,” Coach
McKeon promised.

Several players from the football
team, juniors Colin Freer, Hank
Shapiro, Griffin Rooney, Declan
McCauley and Will Kessler, and
freshman Logan Howland, are in the
mix or could definitely add depth to
the squad. Additionally junior An-
drew Echausse, co-captain of the soc-
cer team, is in the mix.

“Every sport is different, so com-
ing from football these guys are still
getting their legs underneath. The
transition is going to take a little bit
but the beauty we have on this team is
the depth. We are not going to be six
deep. We are looking to go to 10 or 11
deep. There is talent on this bench
from top to bottom. There is no weak
link. Nobody has to be a 20-point
scorer. Everybody has their role. This
team already has shown that they
want to do well for the others,” Coach
McKeon pointed out.

The Blue Devils must indeed know
their roles since Union County may
be the toughest county in the state for
boys basketball.

“I think the area that we live in we
have been blessed to have a lot of
players go on to the next level and we
have been in the mix with them a long
time now. We understand as a team
that we must be as competitive as
possible to move forward, work as a
team. We don’t have the luxury of
having a team full of D-1 athletes but
we have a bunch of players, who can
play at the next level and are very
athletic. If we can play as a team, we
can compete with anybody,” Coach
McKeon said.

This season, the Blue Devils will
compete in the Union County Con-
ference Mountain Division, which
will include Rahway, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Summit.

“We are in a different division but
we still play the same teams we have
in the past. It’s a very competitive
division. Scotch Plains has been fan-
tastic for the last three years. Rahway
has been winning 15 plus games for
many years now. Summit, they are
very competitive. They run every-
thing perfectly and they are very big.
They just had a successful football
season too and I know a bunch of
those guys are playing basketball.
Now they have the winning champi-
onship mindset coming into another
season,” Coach McKeon.

The Blue Devils will open their
season with a trip to Union to face
Rahway on Friday, December 14, at
7 p.m. The showdowns with the Raid-
ers will come later in the season.

“I think we match up well. Those
are the teams we want to be facing.
The rival of Scotch Plains is always
going to be there. It was there like one
game a year. Now we get to play
twice, so that’s always fun,” Coach
McKeon expressed.

Raider Lyght Named All-American Soccer
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School sophomore Corinne Lyght was

among 57 girls to be named to the United Soccer Coaches All-America Team
in soccer. By light of that announcement, Lyght was also selected to the All-
East Region team.

David B. Corbin (September 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SOCCER COACHES ALL-AMERICAN..Raider Corinne Lyght, No. 6.

The Westfield High School bowl-
ing team opened its season with a
strong 7-0 shutout performance
against Roselle Park at Jersey Lanes
in Linden on December 4, finishing
with a total wood of 3,004. One day
laste, the Blue Devils rolled over the
AL Johnson Crusaders, 7-0, (3,101-
2,475).

Freshman Dante Morales was one
frame away from bowling a perfect
game against the Roselle Park Pan-
thers, finishing Game 1 with a score
of 279. Morales finished the match
with a 659 series.

Junior Trey Rabinowitz scored the
highest series of the match bowling a
237, 179, 256 to finish with a 672
series. Other high scores in the match
were senior Co-captains William
Shepherd with a 232 and Dylan
Kurstedt at 202.

 Kurstedt and Shepard each rolled
over 200 in all three of their games
against the ALJ Crusaders. Kurstedt
rolled a 252 (high game), 235 and 222
for the high series of 709 and Shepard
rolled 234, 121 and 209 for a 655
series.

Rabinowitz exceeded 200 twice
with games of 224 and 214, and Mo-
rales recorded a 243 game. Andrew
Beach rolled the high series for the
Crusaders with a 572 and Toan Le set
the tone for the Crusaders with a high
game of 246.

BOWLER BREAKDOWN:
WESTFIELD:

William Shepard — 232, 183, 182 for
597 total
Trey Rabinowitz — 237, 179, 256 for
672 total
Jon Grossman — 186, 156, 169 for 511
total
Dante Morales — 279, 144, 236 for 659
total
Dylan Kurstedt — 181, 182, 202 for 565
total
Games — 1,115, 844, 1,045 for 3,004
total

ROSELLE PARK:
David Green — 152, 124, 154 for 430
total
Fransiel Melo — 136, 158, 180 for 474
total
Dan Gerten — 95, 171, 135 for 401 total
Ralph Schoner — 171, 154, 121 for 446
total
Parv Patel — 171, 160, 153 for 484 total
Games — 725, 767, 743 for 2,235 total

BOWLER BREAKDOWN:
WESTFIELD:

William Shepard — 209, 234, 212 for
655 total
Trey Rabinowitz — 166, 224, 214 for
604 total
Jon Grossman — 169, 173, 193 for 535
total
Dante Morales — 243, 180, 175 for 598
total
Dylan Kurstedt — 252, 235, 222 for 709
total
Games — 1,039, 1,046, 1,016 for 3,101
total

AL JOHNSON:
Zeke Tosun — 181, 101, 0 for 282 total
Andrew Beach — 195, 207, 170 for 572
total
Nick Kelly — 106, 168, 168 for 442 total
Evandro Galli — 159, 147, 209 for 515
total
Toan Le — 179, 246, 134 for 559 total
Matt Hartzler — 0, 0, 105 for 105 total
Games — 820, 869, 786 for 2,475 total

Blue Devil Bowlers Rout
Panthers, Crusaders, 7-0
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Environmental Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has scheduled
a meeting for December 18, 2018.

 The meetings will begin at 7:30 p.m.
and be held in Meeting Room 202 of the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076.

In accordance with the requirements of
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (“ADA”), the Township of Scotch
Plains does not discriminate against quali-
fied individuals with disabilities on the ba-
sis of disability in its services, programs, or
activities. Anyone who requires an auxil-
iary aid or service for effective communi-
cation, or a modification of policies or pro-
cedures to participate in a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains should
contact Municipal Manager/Township of
Scotch Plains designated ADA Coordina-
tor as soon as possible before the sched-
uled event. Notifying the ADA coordinator
at least 72 hours in advance will enable the
Township to arrange for appropriate re-
sources. The ADA does not require the
Township of Scotch Plains to take any
action that would fundamentally alter the
nature of its programs or services, or im-
pose an undue financial or administrative
burden. Complaints that a program, ser-
vice, or activity of Scotch Plains is not
accessible to or inclusive of persons with
disabilities should be directed to Municipal
Manager/Township of Scotch Plains des-
ignated ADA Coordinator.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 12/13/18, The Times Fee: $35.19

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-18003864

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-008374-16

Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON
F/K/A THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS TRUSTEE
FOR THE CERTIFICATESHOLDERS OF THE
CWALT, INC., ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST
2006-4511, MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-45T1

VS.
Defendant: NIKU PATEL AND MITA PATEL,

MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION
SYSTEMS, INC., AS NOMINEE FOR FIRST
MAGNUS FINANCIAL CORPORATION, SPE-
CIALIZED LOAN SERVICING, LLC, ASIT
KOTHARI, HASMUKH PATEL, HARSHAD
PATEL, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, BIPIN PATEL
AND ENGELWOOD HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL
CENTER

Sale Date: 01/09/2019
Writ of Execution: 07/31/2018
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Million Six
Hundred Sixteen Thousand Nine Hundred Thir-
teen and 90/100*** $1,616,913.90.

All that certain land and premises situate, lying
and being in the Township of Scotch Plains,
County of Union, and State of New Jersey.

Street: 43 Winchester Drive Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076.

Nearest Cross Street: Rahway Road.
Tax Lot and Block No.: Lot 5, Block 16002
Dimensions (approx.): 98 x 125 x 79 x 174 x92

x 60.
Prior Mortgages/Liens Not Extinguished By

The Sale Are: 1. Delinquent taxes and/or tax
liens

As the above description does not constitute a
full legal description, said full legal description is
annexed to that certain deed recorded in the
Office of the Clerk of Union County in Deed Book
5357, Page 527, et seq., New Jersey, and the
Writ of Execution on file with the Sheriff of Union
County.

*THE SALE IS SUBJECT TO UNPAID TAXES
AND ASSESSMENTS, TAX, WATER, AND
SEWER LIENS, AND OTHER MUNICIPAL AS-
SESSMENTS, IF ANY. THE AMOUNT DUE CAN
BE OBTAINED FROM THE LOCAL TAXING
AUTHORITY. PURSUANT TO NJSA 46:813-21
THIS SALE MAY BE ALSO SUBJECT TO LIM-
ITED LIEN PRIORITY OF ANY CONDOMINIUM/
HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATION LIENS WHICH
MAY EXIST. ANY SET OF FACT WHICH AN
ACCURATE SURVEY WOULD DISCLOSE; ANY
RESTRICTIONS OR COVENANTS ON
RECORD WHICH RUN WITH THE LAND;
RIGHTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, IF ANY, ANY OCCUPANTS OR PER-
SONS IN POSSESSION OF THE PROPERTY,
IF ANY. ADDITIONAL MUNICIPAL CHARGES,
LIENS, TAXES OR TAX SALE CERTIFICATES
AND INSURANCE, IF ANY

**A DEPOSIT OF 20% OF THE BID PRICE IN
CERTIFIED FUNDS IS REQUIRED AT THE
TIME OF SALE. THE SHERIFF HAS THE RIGHT
TO ADJOURN THIS SALE WITHOUT FUR-
THER NOTICE BY PUBLICATION.

Total Upset:  ***One Million Six Hundred Fifty-
One Thousand Three Hundred Eighty-Four and
69/100*** $1,651,384.69 together with lawful in-
terest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MATTLEMAN, WEINROTH & MILLER
401 RT 70 EAST
SUITE 100
CHERRY HILL NEW JERSEY 08034
(856) 429-5507
4 T - 12/13, 12/20, 12/27/18
& 01/03/19 Fee: $265.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2118

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13
(ISSUANCE OF RESIDENTIAL
PARKING PERMITS)

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
December 11, 2018.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 12/13/18, The Leader Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting held on
December 6, 2018, the Board adopted the
following Resolution:

Community Post 209 American Le-
gion, 237 Park Avenue, Block 1803, Lot 1,
was approved to install a 6 foot high fence
in the front yard area of the property.

A copy of said Resolution has been filed
in the office of the Board and/or the office
of the municipal clerk and is available for
public inspection during regular business
hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 12/13/18, The Times Fee: $16.83

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish
sent 70 swimmers to the Hunterdon
County “Y” Autumn Challenge, held
at the Raritan Valley “Y” on Novem-
ber 16-18. The 13-14 Boys and Girls
competed in the Friday night 1,650
events, while the younger groups
swam all three days. Clare Logan
broke the record for the Girls 11-12
100 Free, swimming a 56.04; Emily
Constable reset her mark in the Girls
11-12 50 Breast to 32.22, and Matt
Swenson bested the Boys 13-14 1650
Free time, coming in at 17:15.58.

TOP-8 FINISHES:
8U BOYS: Luca Giacobbe (1st

100IM, 2nd 50 Free, 50 Breast)

9-10 GIRLS: Emma Crall (8th 50
Fly); Emilia Dengler (2nd 50 & 100
Free, 5th 50 & 100 Fly, 100IM, 8th 50
Back); Kaylie Gao (6th 50 Free, 7th
200 Free, 50 Breast); Lila Griffith
(2nd 200 Breast); Jane Kavanagh (4th
100 Breast, 6th 50 Breast, 7th 50
Fly); Liliana Lincoln (5th 50 & 100
Back)

9-10 BOYS: Josh Cetin (1st 50
Fly, 2nd 50 & 100 Free, 100 Fly, 3rd
100IM, 4th 200IM); Alex Giangone
(6th 50 Fly, 7th 100 Fly); Logan Welsh
(8th 50 Breast)

11-12 GIRLS: Emily Constable
(1st 100 Breast, 2nd 50 & 200 Breast,
3rd 50 Free, 7th 50 Back, 8th 100
Free); Clare Logan (1st 100 & 200
Free, 100 Back, 100IM, 2nd 200IM,
4th 200 Back); Jacqueline Moser (7th
50 Breast); Catherine Ritter (6th 50
Free, 8th 50 Back); Selah Tedesco
(5th 200IM)

11-12 BOYS: Michael Fisher (6th
100 Fly); Will Heinze (5th 1650 Free);
Charlie Jeckell (6th 200 Free); Patrick
Miller (3rd 50 Back, 4th 200IM, 5th
100 Free); Cole Sharkey (2nd 100
Fly, 4th 200 Free, 5th 200 Fly, 6th 50
Fly, 7th 100IM, 8th 200 Back); Lo-
gan Swenson (5th 50 Free, 6th 100
Free, 7th 50 Back, 8th 50 Fly); JD
Twilley (3rd 100 Breast, 4th 200
Breast, 200 Fly, 6th 50 Free, 400IM)

13-14 GIRLS: Emma Heinze (4th
1650 Free)

13-14 BOYS: Carsen Sharkey (7th
1650 Free); Matt Swenson (2nd 1650
Free); TJ Walsh (4th 1650 Free); Pe-
ter Youssef (8th 1650 Free)

A legion of fresh new ballers have
joined some of the familiar old guard,
as The Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y”
Men’s 30+ Basketball League cel-
ebrated the opening of its 10th season
on December 9, with eight teams hop-
ing to hoist the championship trophy
in March.

Draymond 53, SuperSonics 45:
Draymond jumped out to a 14-point
halftime advantage and held off the
pesky SuperSonics behind Captain
Jamal Berry’s 24-point, 9 rebound
performance. Veterans Dave Berger
(11 pts) and Vic Bauer (7 pts, 9 rebs),
and rookie Taj Belfield (6 pts) were
solid for the victors. Newcomer Joe
Ruocco drained four from downtown
on his way to 15 pts to pace the
Sonics, while Brendan Ryan (13 and
7) and Capt. Steve Murray (10) also
reached double-digit scoring.

RunAsOne 56, Under the Radar
48: RunAsOne ran away in the clos-
ing minutes as two first-year players,
Bryan Stitt (18 and 11) and Ray Johns
(12 and 10), made splashy double-
double debuts. Capt. Jason Shann (11
pts) and newbie R.B. Alverna (10 and
8) punctuated a balanced attack for
the winners. Eljay Aguillo (17 pts),
frosh Ross Lebrun (12 and 10), and
Capt. Clay Torres (8 and 9) were not
under the radar in defeat.

The Goonies 59, Ocho Macho 50:
Ocho Macho got out of the gate fast,
netting the first 10 points of the con-
test, but the Goonies did not abandon
ship, thanks to scintillating efforts by
Gregg “Triple G” Carder (24 pts, 4
treys), and Joe DeGennaro (18 pts, 14
boards). Kevin Adams contributed 7
and 5 in the comeback win. The Ma-
cho Men were led by point guard
Geoff Gonzales (12), rookie Westley
Etheart (11), big man Craig Cichocki
(10 and 12), and vets Eric Halpin (8)

and Capt. Joe Encarnacion (6).
Team 8 87, Lightning With A

Splash Of Thunder 61: Blake
Sonnek-Schmelz, who captained last
season’s champion Team 8 squad, has
revamped his lineup, and set his sights
on a title repeat. Diaper Dandy Rory
Schulman (22 pts, 9-12 shooting),
Gavin Ford (20 and 9), and Mike
Ruccio (14 and 10) powered the on-
slaught, while Sonnek-Schmelz (10
and 7) and Rich Cobbinah (9 pts, 7
dimes) were also instrumental. The
Lightning received electric outings
from Warren Lowe (24 pts, 8 assists)
and Orlando Jean-Charles (23 pts),
and 8 tallies from first-year baller
Rick Harris.

FSPY STANDINGS:
TEAM W L
Draymond 1 0
RunAsOne 1 0
Team 8 1 0
The Goonies 1 0
Lightning With Splash 0 1
Ocho Macho 0 1
SuperSonics 0 1
Under The Radar 0 1

WESTFIELD
Friday, November 30, a resident of

the 500 block of Downer Street re-
sponded to police headquarters to
report being a victim of fraud. The
victim stated that one or more un-
known suspects used the victim’s
credit card without authorization to
make an online purchase. The amount
of the fraudulent use was approxi-
mately more than $120.

Saturday, December 1, Hasitha
Kakileti, 21, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop on the 1000 block of
Grandview Avenue. She was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible
party.

Saturday, December 1, Luis
Caguana-Loja, 30, of Newark was
arrested and charged with driving
while under the influence pursuant to
a motor vehicle stop at East Broad
Street and West Court. Caguana-Loja
was processed and released to a re-
sponsible party.

Tuesday, December 4, Kenneth C.
Visner, 44, of North Plainfield was
arrested on an outstanding Westfield
Municipal Court criminal warrant, in
the amount of $1,000, pursuant to a
prisoner pickup at the Manville Po-
lice Department. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and committed to the Union
County jail in default of bail.

Wednesday, December 5, a resi-
dent of the 300 block of East Dudley
Avenue reported that one or more
unknown suspects had entered his
unlocked motor vehicle while it was
parked in the driveway and removed
a credential. Nothing else of value
was taken.

FANWOOD
Thursday, December 6, Michael

Davis, 45, of Phillipsburg was ar-
rested after police made a motor ve-
hicle stop at South Avenue and Third
Street for a motor vehicle violation. A
check of the driver showed an active
warrant out of South Plainfield. The
driver was processed and released by
South Plainfield Municipal Court.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Thursday, November 29, Aaron M.

Scott, 25, of Middlesex was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of South
Plainfield during a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to police head-
quarters and processed.

Thursday, November 29, a resident
of Westfield reported the theft of a
wallet from their motor vehicle which

was parked at a Martine Avenue facil-
ity. The matter is under investigation.

Thursday, November 29, Eylon A.
Bascom, 25, of East Orange was ar-
rested on charges of possession of
prescription legend drugs and pos-
session of marijuana during a motor
vehicle stop. Bascom also was found
to have an active warrant out of New-
ark. He was transported to police head-
quarters and processed.

Friday, November 30, Stephanie S.
Guzman, 27, of Newark was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of Scotch
Plains and Newark. She was processed
at police headquarters.

Saturday, December 1, a resident
of Rivervale Court reported an inci-
dent of fraud. Someone accessed the
victim’s bank account information and
made unauthorized purchases. The
case is under investigation.

Saturday, December 1, officers re-
sponded to the 1100 block of Lenape
Way on a report of a fire. The resident
noticed flames coming from a surge
protector inside the home and was
able to extinguish the flames. The
Scotch Plains Fire Department re-
sponded to assess the situation.

Saturday, December 1, a resident
of the 2200 block of Mountain Av-
enue reported an incident of fraud.
The victim stated that several credit
cards were opened in their name with
numerous purchases being made. The
matter is under investigation.

Monday, December 3, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported an inci-
dent of fraud. The victim stated that
she lost cell phone service and con-
tacted her provider, who informed
her that someone transferred her cell
number to another account. The case
is under investigation.

Wednesday, December 5, Wilson
A. Mercado, 58, of Union City was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Jersey City during a motor
vehicle stop. Mercado was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Sunday, December 9, Colin L.
Modica, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
on charges of possession of mari-
juana and drug paraphernalia during
a motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters and pro-
cessed.

Sunday, December 9, Rigoberto
Alonzo, 42, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with providing a fraudu-
lent insurance card to police during a
motor vehicle stop. Alonzo was trans-
ported to police headquarters and pro-
cessed.

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

FSPY Men’s 30+ Basketball
League Standings/Results:

WF Devilfish Set Records
At HCY Autumn Challenge

WESTFIELD — The Eighth An-
nual Children and Teen book sale
hosted by the Friends of the Westfield
Memorial Library was a big success
this year, according to the Friends.

The sale generated almost $2,900,
all of which will go toward funding
programs at the library. Shoppers were
treated to a vast selection of books
and media created through generous
donations from the community.

The sale began on Halloween, and
to kick off the holiday festivities a
librarian visited the library’s Story
Time Corner and read Halloween
stories to the youngest readers. In
addition, children visiting the sale in
costume were permitted to choose a
free book to take home.

Throughout the sale, volunteers
read to children in the Story Time
Corner, providing parents and guard-
ians time to shop at their leisure.

The Friends of the Westfield Me-
morial Library wish to thank the 35

volunteers who made the book sale
happen. Their efforts were appreci-
ated by the sale organizers and by
the parents and children who used
the talents of the volunteers to help
them find exactly what they were
looking for, from a favorite board
book to a Caldecott or Newbery
award-winning classic.

The Friends also thank the
Westfield Board of Education and
the Westfield Memorial Library for
their logistical support and Trader
Joe’s for donations to Bag Day.

For more information on the
Friends of the Westfield Memorial
Library or to volunteer during the
spring sale taking place April 24 to
May 4, contact the Friends at
wmlnjfriends@gmail.com.

Westfield Library Friends
Report Book Sale Success

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on December 10, 2018, for
the following applications decided upon at
the meeting held on November 14, 2018.

David Feniger, Appealing the deci-
sion of the Zoning Office for 10 Haw-
thorn Drive. Applicant appealed the zon-
ing officer’s determination that the pro-
posed wall to be constructed at 10 Haw-
thorn Drive was an accessory structure
pursuant to Section 2.04D of the Land Use
Ordinance. Applicant believed the wall
should have been designated as a wall
freestanding under Section 2.17I of the
Land Use Ordinance. Appeal denied.

Paul Horowitz, 10 Hawthorn Drive.
Applicant sought approval to construct an
outdoor fireplace contrary to Section
12.04F1 and 12.04F3 of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a building coverage of
23.8% where the Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building coverage of 20%; to allow a
building coverage with a porch of 24.4%
where the Ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage with a porch of 24%.
Application approved with conditions.

Timothy & Christine Booher, 200 East
Dudley Avenue. Applicants sought ap-
proval to construct an addition contrary to
Section 13.01B of the Land Use Ordi-
nance to allow an accessory structure set-
back of 10 feet where the Ordinance re-
quires an accessory structure be setback
13 feet 6 inches from the principal struc-
ture. Application approved with conditions.

 Robert Dufkis, 5 Thomas Court. Ap-
plicant sought approval to construct a front
porch addition contrary to Section 12.03D
of the Land Use Ordinance to a front yard
setback of 27 feet 4 inches where the
Ordinance requires a minimum front yard
setback of 31 feet 6 inches. Application
approved with conditions.

Linda Jacus
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 12/13/18, The Leader Fee: $

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 510-2542

DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES

HOME HEALTH AIDE

Certified Aide seeks position to
care for sick or elderly during the
night or days. Good References.

(973) 763-1438 or
(201) 407-1903

CLASSIFIEDS

LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS PAY

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 18-19-R

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
AMENDING CHAPTER 184,
LAND USE, ARTICLE XII
ZONE DISTRICT REGULA-
TIONS, SECTION 119, OF THE
FANWOOD BOROUGH CODE
REGARDING COMMERCIAL
CORRIDOR (CC) DISTRICT.

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on December 3, 2018.

This Ordinance shall take effect immedi-
ately after final passage and publication as
required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/13/18, The Times Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Union, State of New Jersey, as follows:
1.  Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1, et

seq. the Township of Scotch Plains hereby
authorizes the sale of Township Property
known as Block 8501, Lot 17, subject to
the following minimum conditions:

(a) The property shall be sold only to the
owner of a property contiguous to the sub-
ject property namely:

(i) Block 8501, Lot 18; or
(ii) Block 8501, Lot 16.

(b) The property shall be sold to the
highest bidder from among the contiguous
property owners, namely:

(i) Block 8501, Lot 18; or
(ii) Block 8501, Lot 16.

Such sale shall be for not less than a
minimum price of $33,750.00.

(c) As a condition of sale, the Township
property known as Block 8501, Lot 17 shall
be merged with the contiguous property
and shall be deed restricted from further
subdivision.

(d) Property shall be sold “as is” and
subject to any and all easements, grants
and restrictions of record including but not
limited to rights and interests of utility com-
panies and/or the public in and to the
public right of way.

2. Within five (5) days of the adoption of
this Resolution, notice of the property au-
thorized for sale shall be posted conspicu-
ously in the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing and advertised in a newspaper circu-
lated in the Township of Scotch Plains.

3. Offers for the property may be made to
the governing body no later than twenty
(20) days following date of advertisement
of sale in the newspaper. Offers shall be
submitted to the Township Clerk, Bozena
Lacina, at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076.

Dated:  December 11, 2018
Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 12/13/18, The Times Fee: $75.99

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF SALE OF TOWNSHIP
PROPERTY KNOWN AS BLOCK 8501,

LOT 17, TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-205

WHEREAS, the Township of Scotch
Plains is the owner of a certain property
located at 1054 Hetfield Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, also known as Block
8501, Lot 17, Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, the subject property is a
vacant parcel in the R-3 zone which re-
quires a minimum lot area of 6,000 square
feet; and

WHEREAS, the subject property con-
tains less than the minimum size required
for development under the municipal zon-
ing ordinance and contains no capital im-
provement; and

WHEREAS, the subject property is not
needed for public usage; and

WHEREAS, the fair market value of the
property has been determined by the Town-
ship Assessor to be $33,750.00; and

WHEREAS, there are two properties
contiguous to the subject property identi-
fied as Block 8501, Lot 18 and Block 8501,
Lot 16; and

WHEREAS, whereas the Township of
Scotch Plains desires to sell the property
known as Block 8501, Lot 17, in accor-
dance with the Local Lands and Buildings
Law N.J.S.A. 40:A-12-1, et seq. which au-
thorizes the private sale of municipal prop-
erty to the owner of real property contigu-
ous to the municipal property provided that
the property is less than the minimum size
required for development under the mu-
nicipal zoning ordinance and is without
capital improvement thereon;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
by the Mayor and Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 5th day of
December, 2018 the Planning Board of
the Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:

Application PBA-18-00007: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization granting
approval to Rinaldo Partners, LLC, appli-
cant, to permit a minor subdivision to sub-
divide the existing lot into two new lots and
construct two new 2.5 story single family
homes on Block 403, Lot 15, as desig-
nated on the Township Tax Map, also
known as 68 Burnside Avenue in the R-5
Zone.

Donna Pedde
Board Secretary

1 T - 12/13/18, The Leader Fee: $18.36

CF’s Puryear Played
V-ball at Felician U.
RUTHERFORD, N.J. –

MaryGrace Puryear of Cranford was
a member of the 2018 women’s vol-
leyball team at Felician University.
Felician is affiliated with NCAA
Division II and competes in the Cen-
tral Atlantic Collegiate Conference
(CACC).

Puryear, a sophomore defensive
specialist, amassed 241 digs, 50 as-
sists, and 27 aces in 2018 after post-
ing just 69 digs, 10 assists and nine
aces as a freshman. Starting at libero,
she recorded 30 digs in a four-set
home win over Concordia (N.Y.)
College on September 14. Puryear
is a 2017 graduate of Cranford High.

Cranford: 07/03/18
Natale A. and Donna M. Di Donato to

Michael Gross and Rachel Pess, 77 Spruce
Street, $570,000.

1112 Raritan Road LLC. to Vaarij S.
Kadakia and Reema J. Soni, 1112 Raritan
Road, $625,000.

Ruth Ybanez Fussell to Timothy Handy
and Jessica L. Ketch, 24 Ramapo Road,
$418,000.

Stanley J. and Dolores Stapinski to Jo-
seph McNelis, 3 Yarmouth Road, $495,000.

Union County Sheriff to 3 Mcclellan
Street, 3 Mcclellan Street, $133,000.

Cecilia Sydlo to Candor Homes LLC., 2
Rose Street, $205,000.

James and Lisa Fulks to Vincent Peluso
and Emily Walsh, 154 Mohawk Drive,
$525,000.

Christopher Taglia to Thomas Robert
Sherman, 18 Colin Kelly Street, $437,000.

Christopher and Jeanette Dunbar to
Shane Derris and Lori Kaufman, 14 Colin
Kelly Street, $442,500.

Robert A. and John F. Jennings to Chaz
Curtis, 115 Bryant Avenue, $320,000.

Mira Labbate to Michael Juzefyk, 49
Hollywood Avenue, 4240,000.

Duane F. and Linda A. Mac Menamie to
Lesli Rice, 78 Centennial Avenue, $289,900.

Paul and Suzanne Yacyk to Gary J. and
Michele Cislo, 1a Retford Avenue,
$420,000.

John Joseph and Jeanne Hofman to Ivan
and Suzanne Gantar, 14 Georgia Street,
$560,000.

Thomas E. and Kathleen E. Ahern to Lee
David Weiner and Denise Bush, 21 Geor-
gia Street, $595,000.

Edward A. Wallace to Robert P. and
Kadri Marczi, 321 Union Avenue South,
$380,000.

John Bergin to Mark and Carrie Decastro,
121 Retford Avenue, $460,000.

Krymic Enterprises to Moreno and
Roberta Rimmaudo, 130 Lexington Av-
enue, $650,000.

Christopher and Dana Benz to 19 Wade
Ave LLC., 19 Wade Avenue, $437,000.

Jean E. Kissack to Nicholas C. Bruton,
198 Elizabeth Avenue, $369,550.

Mary C. Anthes and Lisa Rastelli to
Gerardo Caprario, 46 Elizabeth Avenue,
$380,000.

MP Aquisition Corp. to TFJ Cranford
LLC., 370 North Avenue East, $2,224,500.

Renee and Steven Kurland to Amy and
Paul Abramson, 279 Bloomingdale Av-
enue, $545,000.

Henry and Mary Smith to Christopher J.
Shanley, 108 Garden Street, $430,000.

Brian and Beth-Ann Zolnoski to Ryan J.
Byrnes and Bridget M. Reilly, 437 Casino
Avenue, $605,000.

Misti Ward to Megan T. Papandrea, 217
Prospect Avenue Apt 14-3B, $243,000.

Union County Sheriff to Rolly Gutierrez
and Danilo De Jesus, 217 Prospect Avenue
Apt 12A-C3, $147,000.

Martha Bahamon to Manuel and
Beverley Lopez, 22 Riverside Drive APT
C6, $320,000.

Manuel and Beverley Lopez to Jason
and Taylor Engle, 22 Sutton Place, $475,000.

Justin R. and Katherine Kittelstad to
Dominick L. and Lorraine G. P. Scott, 102
Ridge Street, $627,000.

James and Mary Vanderhoff to William
M. and Lauren R. Walsh, 206 Central Av-
enue, $680,000.

Peter F. and Judith Romeo to Jacquelyn
Migacz, 40 Herning Avenue, $521,000.

Brian Andrews and Jill Wohrle to Sean
Swift and Lauren King, 101 Herning Av-
enue, $683,000.

Anthony and Lisa Carbone to Jeffrey and
Amanda Rushnak, 11 Doering Way,
$842,000.

Karen A. Curry to Breffny O’Rourke, 27
Beech Street, $335,000.

James and Erin Sweeney to John and
Jeanne Hofmann, 102 Lafayette Place,
$589,000.

Preferred Builder LLC. to James and
Nancy Kutzer, 30 Cornell Road, $770,000.

Andrew C. and Kimberly A. Stratton to
Robert W. and Karyn M. Darish, 24
Dartmouth Road, $750,000.

Xing Dai and Li Li to Guy and Duviedre
Rakoski, 18 Dartmouth Road, $750,000.

Anthony and Delores J. Fantini to Carlos
Rodriguez and P. Porturas, 104 Kenilworth
Boulevard, $470,000.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/subscribe
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Blue Devils Took Their Lumps, Hung in There
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

SR. LEADERSHIP DONOVAN, RUKA, GOFF, BRIDGMAN

Cougars Look to Out-hustle,
Outwit Opponents in Hoops

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SENIOR LEADERSHIP...The Cougar Cager seniors are comprised of, from left to right: Kevin Donovan, Jeremy Ruka,
Gavin Bridgman and Hunter Goff.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Normally undersized compara-
tively with its Union County oppo-
nents the Cranford High School boys
basketball team has had to rely on
hustle and wit to come up with hard-
earned victories. This year will be the
no different for the Cougars under
first-year Head Coach Sean Trotter,
who had been their Assistant Coach
for the past three years.

Trotter, a 2011 Cranford High
School graduate and outstanding
three-sport athlete in football, base-
ball and basketball, said, “That’s the
plan. Outsmart them, outwork them,
out-hustle them. That is what we are
kind of preaching them this year that
we might not be the tallest, we might
not be the most athletic but we are
going to outwork every single team
we play and out-tough every single
team we play.”

The Cougars will look to returning
starters, seniors Kevin Donovan and
Jeremy Ruka, and seniors Hunter Goff
and Gaven Bridgman to lead the way.

“Returning we have Kevin
Donovan, who is a soccer, basketball
and baseball player. He was hurt last
year, so we didn’t get to see him but
we are expecting a lot out of him this
year how to run our team, play point
guard and control the offense and
defense,” Coach Trotter revealed.

Ruka proved to possess a hot hand
when it came to scoring. He also
should be tough under the boards.

“Jeremy was one of our better play-
ers last year. He’s going to be our
defensive force. He’s our big return-
ing guy. We are going to expect a lot
from him offensively, defensively. We
are relying on him to do a little bit of
everything,” Coach Trotter said.

Goff experienced some playing
time last year but is expected to see
much more this season.

“Hunter Goff didn’t play as much
as he wanted to last year but I think he
will get a lot of time this year and
hopefully be one of our leading scor-
ers,” Coach Trotter said.

Bridgman had been absent from
the basketball court for a few years
but has been very strong on the soccer
field.

“Gaven hasn’t played since his
freshman year but he decided to come
back out. Very good athlete, good
soccer player. He earned his way back
onto this team, so he’s going to be
fighting for a spot with a bunch of
other guys,” Coach Trotter said.

The Cougars could get some mile-
age from another three-sport athlete,
junior Cole Blazek, who was a re-
ceiver on the football team and plays
lacrosse in the spring. Others in the
mix are juniors Patrick Blowe, An-
thony DeCostello, Jake DeClerico and

Anthony Serson, along with sopho-
mores Jack Connolly, Dennis
DeMarino, Devin Haughey, Adam
Kutzer and Arjun Petgrave.

“Union County forever has been so
good in basketball. But what else
would you want? You have your guys
play against the best and battle every
game. It’s one of those counties where
there’s never that easy game where
you get a freebee. It makes us have to
work hard every single day and I
think our guys are up for that this
year,” Coach Trotter commented.

This season the Cougars will com-
pete in the Union County Conference
Valley Division, along with New
Providence, Roselle, Governor
Livingston, Hillside and AL Johnson.

“That’s what Union County is! No
matter which conference you are in,
it’s going to be a tough game with a
tough team. We are just going to
come in one day at a time, work every
day to get better and see where that
takes us,” Coach Trotter said.

The Cougars’ season opener will
be at James Caldwell on Friday, De-
cember 14. The first home game will
be against the Millburn Millers on
Tuesday, December 18.

“There’s a great attitude going on
in here. The kids are really excited for
the season. They are working really
hard. We are excited to put our name
out there,” Coach Trotter expressed.

Charles Mulrooney (September 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ANOTHER SACK ATTACK...Old Bridge quarterback Bryson Corbett gets sacked by Blue Devil defensive end Colin Freer,
No. 11, who had three sacks and a huge tackle of the punter that set up Westfield’s first TD. The Blue Devils won 33-17.

Real Estate   •   Mortgage   •   Insurance   •   Closing Services   

|
R E A L T O R S®

4 Bedroom, 4.5 Bath Colonial. Gourmet EIK, FDR, FR with gas fireplace,
finished basement, walk-up attic, 2 car built-in garage.

5 Bedroom, 5.1 Bath CHC. EIK, HWF, fireplaces, spacious deck, 3 car gar.
Fin bsmt - wet bar, steam room and exercise equipment area.

NEW COLONIAL
WESTFIELD $1,079,000

CUSTOM COLONIAL
WESTFIELD $1,695,000

Peter Lisciotto

COLONIAL
CRANFORD $785,000
Gorgeous 5 BR 2.5 BA Col. in desirable North side location. Situated on
1/4 acre just 1 block to NYC Exp Bus & 1/2 mile to train & downtown.

COLONIAL
FANWOOD $739,900
4 year young, 4 BR, 2.5 Bath Colonial on a desirable tree-lined street just
blocks from the train/bus to NYC and downtown Fanwood.

Jeanette Nachtman Phyllis Brown

Alan Rubin

Hannah
Hergenhan
Top Lister for
the month of
November

Sales Associate
of the Month

Sales Associate
of the Month

Amy Levine
Top Sales, Units

and Dollar Volume
for the month of

November

Meghan Cuthbertson

Andrew Weissman

pass knock downs (KD) with four.
Junior lineman Declan McCauley (19
tackles, sack, 16 assisted, 1 KD) led
the team with seven TFL. Junior line-
backer Will Kessler had 49 tackles (4
TFL), 32 assists and a KD. Senior co-
captain Emmett Smith recorded 41
tackles (1 TFL), 38 assisted, two KD
and led the team with five intercep-
tions.

Linebackers Reid Colwell, a jun-
ior, had 39 tackles, 48 assisted and a
KD; sophomore Dan Shakal (29 tack-
les, 2 TFL, sack, 43 assisted) had two
KD, and senior Kourey Kania had 29
tackles, 36 assisted and a KD. Co-
captain/defensive back Jordan
Simpson had 25 tackles (1 TFL), 11
assisted and two KD. Defensive line-
men Matt O’Connor, a junior, (25
tackles, 25 assisted) had two TFL, a
sack and a fumble recovery; sopho-
more Jon Heard had 15 tackles (4
TFL) and 22 assisted; and co-captain
Noah Levy had 15 tackles (2 TFL, 1.5
sacks) and 16 assisted. Senior Griffin
Aslanian (13 tackles, 3 TFL, 11 as-
sisted) had two interceptions and three
KDs. Senior defensive back Devon
McLane had 11 tackles and six as-
sisted. Junior Griffin Rooney had an
interception.

Offensively, junior quarterback

Hank Shapiro completed 146 of 253
passes for 1,681 yards, including 16
touchdowns (TD) and eight intercep-
tions. This season he had four 200+
passing games — 24-36-227, 2 TD
(St. Joes), 16-29-208 (Union), 14-14-
201, 2 TD (Old Bridge), 19-29-228, 2
TD (West Morris Central). Last year
Shapiro completed 107 of 189 for
1,423 yards, including 13 TD and
four interceptions.

Senior tight end Tommy Norris led
the team in receptions with 39 for 413
yards and four TD. Norris had 11
receptions for 89 yards and a TD
against St. Joes and also had seven
receptions for 90 yards and a TD
against West Morris. Smith had 33
receptions for 274 yards, including
two TD. His best game was against
Old Bridge where he six receptions
for 47 yards.

Griffin Rooney got into the recep-
tion racket midway through the sea-
son and finished with 19 receptions
for 381 yards, including three TD. He
had eight receptions for 117 yards
and a TD against West Morris and
five receptions for 140 yards and two
TD against Plainfield. Senior Justin
Chambliss had 17 receptions for 161
yards and one TD (Linden). Senior
Jacob Saltzer had 14 receptions for

260 yards and two TD (Both TDs
came against Old Bridge). Junior Tim
Alliegro had nine receptions for 97
yards, including a TD, and Aslanian
had seven receptions for 47 yards.

Alliegro was the primary running
back but sat out the last four games
due to injury. Alliegro carried 125
times for 495 yards, including three
TD. His best performance was against
Old Bridge (30 carries, 181 yards, 2
TD). Last year Alliegro carried 178
times for 920 yards, including eight
TD. Junior Nick Martini stepped in
and carried 93 times for 283 yards
and Shapiro carried 36 times for 142
yards, including two TD.

Kessler handled the punting and
averaged 36 yards. Sophomore Mack
Prybylski kicked 17 points after TD
and added three field goals. Smith
returned 15 kickoffs for 266 yards
and seven punts for 37 yards.

Next year the Blue Devils will re-
turn the bulk of their starters and
those young defensive and offensive
lines will bring one year of experi-
ence.

“It’s an important off-season if we
want to turn this around and get back
to where we’ve been the previous six
seasons. We need to get stronger and
faster,” Coach DeSarno suggested.
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Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.
Family
Investors
Company
265 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Visit us on the Web at www.familyinvestors.com
908-322-1800

Member FINRA & SIPC

CALL TODAY FOR A COPY OF
OUR FREE NEWSLETTER

“FAMILY MATTERS”

May the peace and joy of the

holiday season remain with you

through the coming year.

Merry Christmas

from our “Family” to yours.

WHS Key Club Volunteers
Of The Month Announced

Photo courtesy of Susan M. Dougherty
SANTA’S HELPERS…Westfield High School Key Club members Noelle Shih
and Volunteer of the Month of November Parker Miesch sort canned goods that
were collected at a photo with Santa event, and donated to a local food pantry.

WESTFIELD — John-Michael
Jones, president of the Kiwanis Club
of Greater Westfield, has announced
the names of two students from
Westfield High School’s (WHS) Key
Club who were recently recognized
for their outstanding volunteer ser-
vice in the community. Kiwanis Club
is the parent club of the teen club that
is advised by WHS teacher Matt
Gironda.

Olivia Conti, a junior, was named
Volunteer of the Month for October for
her ongoing volunteerism. Among the
many service projects, which she ac-
complished last year and this year, was
helping the Fish Hospitality program at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.
Olivia helped with a birthday party for
homeless children last January and
cooked breakfast for the families re-
cently this past November 1.

For the month of November, fresh-
man Parker Miesch was identified as
outstanding in his assistance with
Downtown Westfield’s photos with
Santa at Lord & Taylor. New to the

Key Club this year, Parker jumped
right into the spirit of helping. He
enjoyed signing in the families wait-
ing to see Santa and accepting their
food donations for the Holy Trinity
food pantry. In total, Parker spent
over 11 hours volunteering with that
weekend project.

It’s not a real surprise, however,
that volunteerism thrives in the teens
involved with Key Club, headed by
senior Matt Paden, because the motto
of the international organization is,
“Caring, our way of life.”

For information about the parent
organization of the Kiwanis Club of
Greater Westfield, email president
John-Michael Jones at
grayfdir@gmail.com. Bi-weekly
meetings are held at the Westfield
Area Y and are open to parents of Key
Club members, as well as any persons
who are interested in helping the youth
of the community.

Saint Peter’s Prep Honor
Roll, First Marking Period

AREA — James C. DeAngelo,
’85, Principal of Saint Peter’s Prep
in Jersey City, has announced that
the following local residents earned
honor roll status for the first mark-
ing period of 2018-2019:

Cranford: James Anderson, ’19;
Patrick Keenaghan, ’19; Jacob
Quinones, ’19; Andrew Schmutter,
’20; John Scheurer, ’21; Ryan Cot-
ter, ’22; Charles Dino, ’22, and
Alexander Puhak, ’22, earned First
Honors. Timothy Garcia, ’19; Andre
Carcamo, ’21; Patrick O’Shea, ’21;
and Brian Kealey, ’22; earned Sec-
ond Honors. Honorable Mention
was attained by Owen Kealey, ’19;
James McGann, ’19; Liam
Concannon, ’20, and Michael
Scheurer, ’21.

Fanwood: Aidan Christman, ’20,
earned First Honors. Honorable
Mention was attained by Patrick
Corrao, ’20; Connor McElroy
Barker, ’21, and Russ StaRosa, ’22.

Mountainside: Kyle Hess, ’19,
earned First Honors and Jay Post,
’20, earned Second Honors.

Scotch Plains: Ethan MacMillan,
’20, earned First Honors and Aidan
Guarnuccio, ’20, earned an Honor-
able Mention.

Westfield: Patrick Johnston, ’29;
Aidan Lezynski, ’29; Salvatore
Imbornone, ’20; Brian Mikovits,
’20; Jack Riley, ’20; Kevin Tierney,
’20; Ryan Della Rocco, ’21, and
John Thorburn, ’21, earned First
Honors. John Pettit, ’19; William
Pikus, ’19; Colin Elliott, ’20; Colin
Brancatella, ’21; Henry Brown, ’21,
and Cyril Maliakal, ’22, earned
Second Honors. Honorable Men-
tion was attained by Christian Della
Rocco, ’19, Christopher Larkin, ’20,
and Liam Mooney, ’21.

First Honors is awarded to stu-
dents with an average of A or higher
(4.0) and no grade lower than a C.
Second Honors is awarded to stu-
dents with an average at or above the
midpoint between A and B+ (3.7)
and no grade lower than a C. Honor-
able Mention is awarded to students
with an average of B+ or higher (3.5)
and no grade lower than a C.

Rotary Offers Scholarship
For Intl. Graduate Study

AREA — The Rotary Clubs in our
area are offering an international
scholarship for students who are in-
terested in pursuing further study
abroad. Applicants must live in Essex,
Hunterdon, Mercer, Middlesex, Mor-
ris, Somerset, Sussex, Union or War-
ren Counties, and must be interested
in planning a career in one of the
following subject areas: Peace and
conflict resolution, Disease preven-
tion and treatment, Water and sanita-
tion, Maternal and child health, Basic
education and literacy, Economic and
community development.

Candidates must be accepted to a
foreign university at the time of appli-
cation. The scholarship is competi-
tive, and the main factors considered
are a scholar’s experience, the gradu-
ate program of study and career goals.
Of added importance is having a plan

with a clear-cut purpose. Additional
information may be found in the Ro-
tary Foundation Section of
www.rotary.org, or by contacting Eva-
Pia Reich at evapiareich@gmail.com

Applicants should send their re-
sume, college transcripts, and pro-
posal (to include the program of study
and a description of a career path) to
Eva-Pia Reich, 24 South Shore Road,
Denville, N.J. 07834 or
evapiareich@gmail.com. The dead-
line to apply is May 1, 2019, with
interviews to follow.

To learn more about Rotary in your
community, visit www.njrotary.org.

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Public School District will be regis-
tering children who will become eli-
gible for kindergarten in the 2019-
2020 school year. The District also is
interested in reaching children who
have not attended the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools for kindergarten but will
enter first grade in the fall.

“It is very helpful for the District to
have this information so that we may
effectively plan for every new child,”
stated Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan. “We look forward to
welcoming our new young learners.”

Kindergarten Registration for all
children who are residents of
Westfield, reaching the age of 5 on
or before October 1, 2019, will be
held at Lincoln School, 728 Westfield
Avenue. Lincoln School is the cen-
tralized kindergarten location for the
Westfield Public Schools. Parents
may register children eligible for
kindergarten on the dates and during
the times indicated below by first
calling (908) 789-4455 for an ap-
pointment.

Daytime appointments will be:
Monday, January 7, 9:15 - 11:15 a.m.;
Tuesday, January 8, 9:15 - 11:15 a.m.;
Thursday, January 10, 9:15 - 11:15
a.m.; Wednesday, January 16, 1 - 3
p.m.; Thursday, January 17, 1 - 3
p.m.; Friday, January 18, 1 - 3 p.m.;
Monday, January 28, 9:15 – 11:15
a.m.; Tuesday, January 29, 9:15 –
11:15 a.m.; Wednesday, January 30,
9:15 – 11:15 a.m.

Kindergarten evening appoint-
ments will be: Wednesday, January
23, 6 - 8 p.m. and Thursday, January
24, 6 - 8 p.m.

First Grade Registration for all chil-
dren who are residents of Westfield
reaching the age of 6 on or before
October 1, 2019 and have not yet
attended the Westfield Public Schools
is as follows:

Daytime Registration: Franklin
School (789-4591) - Tuesday, Janu-
ary 15 & Wednesday, January 16, 8
a.m.- 4 p.m.; Jefferson School (789-
4490) - Tuesday, January 15 &
Wednesday, January 16, 8:30 a.m. –
3:30 p.m.; McKinley School (789-
4555) - Thursday, January 24, 8:30
a.m. – 3:30 p.m.; Tamaques School
(789-4580) - Thursday, January 17, 8

a.m. - 4 p.m.; Washington School
(789-4600) - Tuesday, January 15,
8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.; Wilson School
(789-4605) - Tuesday, January 22, 8
a.m. - 4 p.m.

Evening appointments to register
first graders who are new to the
Westfield Public Schools will be held
Tuesday, January 22, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
(for all schools) in the Administration
Building, 302 Elm Street, Room 106
(first floor). Please call 789-4420 for
an evening appointment at Elm Street.

All new students will be required to
provide a host of information for reg-
istration in the Westfield Public
Schools. Please contact the school
district for the complete list.

Registration, Personal Health His-
tory, Physical Exam and Medical
Records forms are available on the
district website at
www.westfieldnjk12.org. They are
located on the Family Resources tab
under the “Student Registration” and
should be printed and completed be-
fore the scheduled registration date.
These forms are also available by
calling one of the schools.

Should parents have any questions
about the registration process, please
call one of the Westfield Public
Schools. In the event of a delayed
opening or school closing due to in-
clement weather, registration for that
day will be rescheduled.

Fairleigh Dickinson
Announces Graduates
AREA—The following area stu-

dents graduated from Fairleigh
Dickinson University (FDU) in com-
mencement exercises on May 15.
FDU conferred nearly 3,000 degrees,
ranging from associates to doctor-
ates, on graduates, at MetLife Sta-
dium.

Allison Barba of Westfield. Cheryl
Marks Young of Westfield. Arielle
Wegbreit of Westfield.

Elan Alexander of Cranford.
Michael Monahan of Cranford.
Ashley McGuire of Cranford.

Jorge Cruz of Scotch Plains. Mary
Kate Laino of Scotch Plains.
Raymond Seto of Scotch Plains.
Stephen Riefler of Fanwood.

HAPPY DAYS...Community service is just one scene depicted as second and third
graders at Jefferson Elementary School in Westfield recently joined parent
volunteers in transforming school hallways into a magical scene of the many events
that take place each year.

Jefferson School Hallways
Transformed With Murals

WESTFIELD — Second and third
graders at Jefferson Elementary
School recently joined parent volun-
teers in transforming school hall-
ways into a magical scene that show-
cases the many events taking place
each year.

Painstakingly painted on the walls
of certain hallways are colorful
scenes depicting the annual Jefferson
Jubilee, Field Day, Community Ser-
vice Day and band and chorus con-
certs. The project was guided in
November by artist and art educator
Caren Frost Olmsted who teaches
through Morris Arts and The Center

for Contemporary Art and is found-
ing co-chair of ARTsee Open Studio
Tour.

This artistic undertaking is a con-
tinuation of a mural painted last year
at Jefferson’s main entrance hallway
by third, fourth, and fifth grade stu-
dents and parent volunteers.

“These murals are made possible
by monies donated by the Jefferson
PTO,” said Jefferson principal Susie
Hung. “We are so grateful to the
Jefferson community for its support
of these projects and for the count-
less hours of volunteering through-
out the school year.”

Story Time with
Brunner Principal

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Students and
their families were invited to a spe-
cial story time with Brunner School’s
Principal, Scott Bortnick on Wednes-
day, November 28. This “PJ/sleeping
bag optional” event coincided with
the PTA’s fall book fair. Parents and
children enjoyed Mr. Bortnick’s nar-
ration of Drawn Together by Minh Le
with illustrations by Caldecott Med-
alist, Dan Santat. The engaging book
tells the story of a boy and his grand-
father discovering a shared love of
art, helping to overcome language
and generational barriers. It was a
wonderful event to end the day for
students (and parents, too!)

SPFHS STARS...On November 16 and 17 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
performed Peter and the Star Catcher play to the delight of their audiences. Peter
and the Star Catcher explored how a young orphan ultimately became Peter Pan,
the boy who would not grow up. From the marauding pirates and jungle tyrants
to unwilling comrades and unlikely heroes, Peter and the Star Catcher playfully
explored the depths of greed and despair, and the bonds of friendship, duty and
love. This play was a sheer delight and was exquisitely casted.

Sarah Patel Inducted
Into Phi Kappa Phi

WESTFIELD -- Sarah Patel of
Westfield was recently initiated, at
MCPHS University, into The Honor
Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation's
oldest and most selective all-disci-
pline collegiate honor society.

Ms. Patel is among approximately
30,000 students, faculty, professional
staff and alumni to be initiated into
Phi Kappa Phi each year. Member-
ship is by invitation only and requires
nomination and approval by a chap-
ter. Only the top 10 percent of seniors
and 7.5 percent of juniors are eligible
for membership. Graduate students
in the top 10 percent of the number of
candidates for graduate degrees may
also qualify, as do faculty, profes-
sional staff and alumni who have
achieved scholarly distinction.

• Mailed to subscribers with the printed newspaper • Provided to stores • Attached to the online edition each Thursday

ATTENTION LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS: Did You Know You Can
Insert Your Pre-Printed Advertisement into the Leader/Times?

Ideal for Targeting Your Audience! Go to goleader.com/presskit/insert for more information.

Westfield Public Schools To
Hold Registration in Jan.

ADS PLACED IN

THE LEADER/TIMES

BRING RESULTS
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THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood 

TIMES

908-232-4407   goleader.com/form/subscribe_gift

A wonderful Christmas 

gift suggestion...

a subscription 

to the 

LEADER / TIMES!

First in local 

readership, advertising, features 

and news coverage...

just a call or a few clicks away

for 52 Big Issues!

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

 
IIt’s your Library …  

make the most of it 

550 East Broad Street   

Westfield  www.wmlnj.org  908.789.4090 

Please sign up online at 

www.wmlnj.org and 

click on the Calendar 

tab, or call 

908.789.4090    

option 0.  

 

The Westfield Memorial Library    

Presents Three Music and Christmas 

Programs for December 

TGIF!  Driftaway Duo Presents  
“Spirit of the Season” 
Friday, December 14 
At 1:30 pm  

Listen to and sing along with your favorite holiday songs. 

Author Kevin Woyce will explain past & current Christmas 
traditions using photographs, vintage images and music. 

Vocalist Diane Cypkin Presents 
“The Music of Harry Warren” 
Monday, December 17 at 7:00 pm 

There isn’t another hit-making composer 
quite like Harry Warren. Enjoy his music. 

Learn all about Christmas Traditions          
Wednesday, December 19 at 7:00 pm 

150-152 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090 

(908) 789-9696    njwa2@aol.com 
www.njworkshopforthearts.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Preschool Music Class 
Now Accepting 3-5 Year-Olds 

 

Call for your FREE TRIAL today! 

Music Lessons for All Ages 

Performing Ensembles 

Music Store & Rentals 

Music Therapy 

Programs for Kids With 

Special Needs 

Alexander Technique 

The Yuletide by Candlelight
Christmas Concert

PLAINFIELD—To celebrate the
holiday season, candlelight and car-
ols will greet concertgoers when they
enter the Crescent Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church in Plainfield on Satur-
day, December 15, at 5 p.m. for The
Yuletide by Candlelight concert.

The Crescent Singers offer the pub-
lic a free program of Christmas music
from the medieval to the modern. Un-
der the direction of Artistic Director of
Crescent Concerts, Dr. Deborah
Simpkin King, the afternoon starts with
Benjamin Britten’s setting of the an-
cient Procession from his Ceremony of
Carols as the Choir enters the darkened
nave followed by the lighting of candles
throughout the audience. Later in the
program, the tumultuous Deo Gracias
from that same work will be heard.
Among the many pieces to be per-
formed is a text setting, There is No
Rose of Such Virtue, composed espe-
cially for Dr. King in 2006. Two excit-
ing spirituals, Keep your Lamps and
See Dat Babe are just samples of what
the audience can expect in this 47th
annual concert, always free to the pub-
lic. And, the audience itself will be
invited to join in singing several carols
for this holiday season. As one member
of the Crescent Concert Board said,
“Invite your family and friends and
come early to sit in your favorite spot.”
Yes, no seats are reserved for this event.

The Yuletide by Candlelight con-
cert is held in the Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church, 716 Watchung
Avenue, Plainfield.

Ample free parking is available in
the church lot. The entrance is lo-
cated on 1st Place-connected to

church by walkway.
For more information, call (908)

756-2468 or visit
www.crescentconcerts.org

YULETIDE CAROLS...The Crescent Singers offer the public a free program of
Christmas music in The Yuletide by Candlelight concert to be held Saturday,
December 15, at the Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church in Plainfield.

Christms Carols
In Cranford

CRANFORD — Michael Dooley
will be singing Christmas Carols at
Eastman Plaza in Downtown Cranford
at 1 p.m. on Sunday, December 16
(weather permitting). Mr. Dooley will
be performing the role of Sam
Carmichael in Mamma Mia at
Cranford Dramatic Club in February
2019.

A Turini Christmas will happen
once again at the front lawn of 247
Walnut Avenue where Wanda Turini
and a host of carolers will perform
free. Two performances will take
place on Saturday, December 15, at 2
p.m. and 6 p.m.

Winter Concerts in Westfield
Public Schools Announced

WESTFIELD — A total of 27 win-
ter concerts are taking place in
Westfield Public Schools through
February 9, 2019. The entire sched-
ule is posted on the district’s website
at www.westfieldnjk12.org.

Westfield senior citizens are once
again invited to the final rehearsal of
Westfield High School’s Winter Cho-
ral Concert on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 19, from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
in the high school’s auditorium at 550
Dorian Road. There is ramp access at
the front of the auditorium. All con-
certs begin at 7 p.m. (unless other-
wise noted).

Upcoming concerts include: De-
cember 13, WHS Band; December
17, Franklin Intermediate Band; De-

cember 18, EIS 8th Grade Chorus,
Band and Orchestra at 6:45 p.m.;
December 18, EIS Broadway Sing-
ers, Jazz Band and Symphony Or-
chestra at 8:15 p.m.; December 18,
Franklin Chorus; December 18, Wil-
son Band and  Chorus; December 19,
McKinley Intermediate Band and  Or-
chestra; December 19, Washington
Band and Chorus; December 20,
WHS Chorus; December 21, EIS and
RIS Holiday Tour (9 a.m.to 2 p.m.),
January 9, EIS / RIS / WHS Recruit-
ment Day (9 a.m.to 2 p.m.); January
9, District Band Night at WHS Janu-
ary 14, District Orchestra Night at
WHS; January 16, District Choral
Night at WHS; February 9, WHS
Choir Night of Love Songs.

Downtown Holiday
Entertainment

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) spon-
sors family entertainment during the
holidays in December, typically on
Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays.
The fun roaming musical entertain-
ment has been a Westfield tradition

for decades and includes Yuletide
Carolers, Watson Highlanders Bag-
pipe Band, NJ Workshop for the Arts
Alphorns and Brass Quintet, The
Harmonics and For Stories Quartet.
The remaining schedule of events for
2018 is as follows:

Harmonics Quartet: Thursdays,
Strolling Downtown, December 13
and 20, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

The Yuletide Carolers: Saturdays,
Strolling Downtown December 15
and 22, from 1 to 2 p.m.

Watson Highlanders Bagpipe
Band: Saturdays, Strolling Down-
town, December 15 and 22, from 2 to
5 p.m.

NJ Workshop for the Arts Alphorns:
Saturdays, East Broad Street and Elm
Street, December 15 and 22, from
2:30 to 3:30 p.m.

NJ Workshop for the Arts Brass
Quintet: Sundays, Strolling Down-
town, December 16, from 2:30 to
4:30 p.m.

For Stories Quartet: Sundays,
Strolling Downtown, December 16
and 23, from 1:30 to 3 p.m.

Courtesy Susan M. Dougherty
SONGS OF THE SEASON…At the AFTR of New Jersey (American Federation
of Teachers Retirees) holiday luncheon on December 4, the Cranford High School
Madrigals entertain with songs of the season. Under the direction of choir director
Meghan Magnus, the acapella group of 16 auditioned teens delighted the retirees
gathered at the Deutscher Club in Clark. Ms. Magnus introduced the teens, many
who have been selected to state and regional vocal competitions and told of their
upcoming trips. To donate to the music fund that would augment the students’
travel costs, contact Ms. Magnus at the Cranford High School.

Tickets of The Good
Father Benefit Theatre

SUMMIT – Alliance Repertory The-
atre brings back The Good Father by
Christian O’Reilly. At Rachel’s New
Year’s Eve party, most of the guests are
in the kitchen admiring photos of their
babies. In the other room, two lonely
strangers find themselves cut off from
the rest. Jane (Lilli Marques) was in-
vited because she knows the people in
the kitchen. Tim (Brendan Scullin) was
invited because he painted the kitchen.
The pair spend a drunken night to-
gether and a few weeks later she calls
him with some unexpected news. Wit-
ness their unlikely relationship develop
in this two-night fundraising event on
December 14 and 15.

Director Michael Driscoll called The
Good Father, “a voyage of discovery
that will take the audience through many
emotions that are both identifiable and
unmistakably human.”

“Tightly directed by Driscoll with
sympathy for the two not-always-like-
able characters, the production features
two dynamite performances,” said Ruth
Ross of this summer’s production.

Performances are Friday, December
14 and Saturday, December 15 at 8 p.m.
and held at MONDO, located at 426
Springfield Avenue in Summit. All tick-
ets are $25, and proceeds benefit the
theater. For reservations, call (908) 472-
1502 or visit www.alliancerep.org.

Stories My Friends
Love To Hear

Joellen Bard
Stories My Friends Love To Hear,

a new book by Joellen Bard, is a
humorous and entertain-
ing non-fiction story
book which releases a
breath of fresh air.
Joellen Bard has reiter-
ated anecdotes from her
life. This book will in-
spire you to think of your
relationships with
people and animals, your
travels, and your awe-
inspiring experiences.
The author attended high
school with Barbra
Streisand and
Streisand’s high school
yearbook photo is in this book. Sto-
ries evoke emotions and stories bind
the generations. Tell your stories to
family and friends.

Joellen Bard holds a Bachelors of
Fine Arts degree in painting from
Pratt Institute and two master’s de-

grees from Brooklyn College. In
addition to a long teaching career,
she has extensively exhibited her

artwork to criti-
cal acclaim, and
she wrote for Arts
Magazine. Her
book — Tenth
Street Days-The
Co-ops of the 50s
— was cited in
The New York
Times as the im-
petus for a major
exhibit at NYU’s
Grey Art Gallery,
which ran in
January 2017.
Mainly an art his-

torian and art critic, this is Bard’s
first foray into storytelling. Enjoy!

Available at Amazon.com, Barnes
and Noble and local bookstores for
$11.95.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/bulletin/form

Joellen Bard

Gingerbread House Festival
At Wardlaw+Hartridge School

EDISON -- The Wardlaw+Hartridge
(W+H) School is hosting its second
annual Gingerbread House Festival
on Friday, December 14, from 4:30 to
7 p.m. The public is invited to come
and decorate a gingerbread house and
take it home to display.

W+H will provide the gingerbread
house, decorating material, and all
the fun! There will be hot chocolate,

hot apple cider, and snacks provided
while decorating a gingerbread house!

This event is open to the commu-
nity. A limited supply of gingerbread
houses are available, so please regis-
ter early. To register, go to https://
w w w. s u r v e y m o n k e y. c o m / r /
WHGingerbreadFestival2018.

Please call (908) 754-1882, Ext.
155, for additional information.

NJWA Gifts of the Arts Are
Available for the Holidays

WESTFIELD — The approach of
the holiday season allows gift givers
the opportunity to choose a meaning-
ful present for the special people in
their lives.

A gift that can endure well beyond
the holiday is one or more of the
various items available at the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA).
Whether your recipient is a child,
teen or adult and has always wanted
to play a musical instrument, take
vocal lessons or desires to increase an
already existing talent, the NJWA has
a gift certificate available in any fi-
nancial amount.

In addition to taking music lessons,
it can be used for membership in the
multitude of NJWA programs and
ensembles, as well as the new Music
FunTime for children ages 3 to 5,
which includes crafts, games instru-
ments and fosters abilities in math
and science. This special gift may
also be used for the NJWA Summer
Arts Workshop, which will take place
in the summer of 2019.

The gift certificate can apply to
lessons in foil, saber or epee in the
Westfield Fencing Club, which pro-
vides lessons for those 10 years and
older.

The NJWA gives an opportunity to
purchase musical instruments, music
books, sheet music and musical min-
iatures. It can also provide services
such as piano tuning and instrument
repair.

We are also accepting instruments
and musical supplies, until Saturday,
December 22, if you would like to
donate them for this calendar year.
We will give you documentation so
that you may list them for your 2018

tax records. Donations for 2019 may
be made as of Wednesday, January 2.

To find out more about the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts, a 501
(c) 3 non-profit organization, visit the
studio at 150-152 East Broad Street
in Westfield, phone (908) 789-9696,
email njwa2@aol.com and log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

GIFT OF MUSIC...New Jersey Workshop for the Arts in downtown Westfield
offers a multitude of programs and ensembles. Pictured above are members of the
Wednesday Morning String Ensemble, after presenting a former holiday concert,
which filled the air with the beautiful sounds of the season.

nitude but three performers who must
be lauded are the Cat in the Hat played
by Mr. Dungee, Horton played by Mr.
Love and the surprise performance of
the night of Jenna Ravenda as Gertrude
McFuzz. Gertrude, the next-door neigh-
bor of Horton, tries to change her ap-
pearance so that he will notice her, but
realizes in the end that she never needed
to change. Mr. Love’s voice rings true
with emotion. “Alone in the Universe,”
a poignant duet by Mr. Love and Garret
is heartbreakingly lovely.

Director Mazouat, with the assis-
tance of Producer Anita Esteve and
Assistant Director Emma Schwartz,
have raised the bar of community the-
ater. Mr. Mazouat shared, “I want the
audience members to come in, escape
with us for a bit and leave here better for
seeing the show.” His goal was achieved
and more.

Last weekend’s performances were
nearly sold out. The show runs through
Sunday, December 16. If you can still
get a ticket, take the time to see this
adorable production by the Perry
Award-Winning theater. Then leave the
theater humming “How Lucky You
Are.” See www.cdctheatre.org for more
details.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

Seussical Review
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Kick Off the Holiday Season with
The Three Holiday Tenors

WESTFIELD — On Saturday, De-
cember 15, New Jersey Festival Or-
chestra (NJFO) kicks off the holiday
season in Westfield with a bang and
plenty of bling with Return of the Holi-
day Tenors, a family celebration of
traditional and contemporary music,
sing-a-longs and more guaranteed to
make the season merry.

This year’s concert features Met
Opera’s John Easterlin and internation-
ally acclaimed friends Nelson Ebo and
Brian Chaney, who are set to dazzle and

captivate with a beautiful selection of
renowned tenor fare to welcome in the
holidays. Their performances of tradi-
tional carols, a host of wintertime curi-
osities, are also sure to delight.

Maestro David Wroe said, “These
magnificent tenors - each more talented
than the next – are drawn from some of
the most famous theaters in the country.
They’ll present ‘Pavarotti style’ Nea-
politan favorites such as “O Sole Mio,”
“Granada, “ Be My Love,” “Funiculi,
Funicula” and some much-loved oper-
atic arias including “Nessun Dorma.”
The program is festive and upbeat. It’s
a dynamic evening with more ‘top Cs’
than you can shake a stick at!”

Internationally acclaimed tenor Mr.
Easterlin moved from careers as a cel-
ebrated Broadway performer and Mas-
ter Puppeteer, to regular starring ap-

pearances with America’s leading op-
era houses, including the Metropolitan
Opera, New York City Opera, the Lyric
Opera of Chicago, San Francisco Op-
era, Los Angeles Opera, Seattle Opera,
Dallas Opera, and the Opera Company
of Philadelphia.

Known as the “Angolan Pavarotti,”
award-winning tenor Mr. Ebo rose from
singing in the chorus at his church in
Luanda, to singing for the King of Spain
and Maestro Placido Domingo and per-
forming major operatic roles at the opera

houses of the U.S., Italy, Spain, Portugal
and Angola. A graduate of the Academy
of Vocal Art, Mr. Nelson has also been
featured in numerous TV and radio per-
formances and recently headlined in a
concert with Sofia Escobar at the 53rd
Festival De Sintra in Portugal.

Hailed by KUSC Los Angeles as the
“next great tenor,” Mr.  Cheney, protégé
of legendary tenor Jerry Hadley, has gained
international acclaim for his portrayal of
characters such as Don José in Carmen,
Mario Cavaradossi in Tosca, Rodolfo in
La Bohème, the Duke in Rigoletto,
Edgardo in Lucia di Lammermoor, and
Canio in I Pagliacci. Mr. Cheney is also
an accomplished recitalist performing
recitals and concerts internationally, with
performances in cities from Montreal,
Vienna, San Francisco, Los Angeles,
Chicago, Philadelphia to New York City

where he had his recital debut at Weill
Hall at Carnegie Hall.

A portion of the show will include a
guest performance from local elemen-
tary school students. They will perform
“There is a Santa Claus,” from the
movie Elf and Tiomkin’s famed It’s a
Wonderful Life.

“Rarely do young students have the
opportunity to interact, through re-
hearsal then in concert, with a fully
professional symphony orchestra,” con-
tinued Maestro Wroe. “It is a symbiotic

relationship eagerly looked forward to.”
“I am proud to say there is something

for everyone in this concert,” said NJFO
Board President Keith Hertell. “The
program is a vessel for children, par-
ents, grandparents and friends—indeed
the entire community—to come to-
gether through music at this unique
time of the year.”

The concert takes place on Saturday,
December 15, at 7 p.m. at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield. It will be re-
peated on Sunday afternoon, December
16, at 4 p.m. at St Peter’s Church in
Morristown. Ticket prices range from
$30 to $76 for adults and there is a special
discount price of only $15 for students in
grades K-12. Tickets are available online
at www.njfestivalorchestra.org and by call-
ing (908) 232-9400. Gift certificates are
also available.

Nelson Ebo John Easterlin Brian Chaney

Oh, the Places You’ll Go with
CDC’s Imaginative Production

Photo by Susan M. Dougherty
IMAGINE THAT...Cranford Dramatic Club wows with Seussical. Horton (Zach
Love, pictured center) announces to all that, “A person’s a person, no matter how
small.” The family-friendly musical continues this weekend.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — When a director is
passionate about a play or musical, it
shows in every detail. Such is the case
with Zach Mazouat’s infectious feel-
ings about Seussical that is playing this
weekend at the Cranford Dramatic Club
(CDC). He fairly bubbles when he talks
about the Stephen Flaherty and Lynn
Ahrens show based on the works of Dr.
Seuss.

Mr. Mazouat didn’t hesitate in se-
lecting this show. “December is the
family show that we present here at
CDC. This one has it all – fun charac-
ters and poignant moments that can
bring a tear to the eye.” He should know
because he was an actor in this show in

college and clearly knows it inside out.
Even at first glance at the set, the audi-
ence is drawn into the spot-on station-
ary set pieces designed by Mr. Mazouat.

In its 100th year of bringing enter-
tainment to the community, CDC has
pulled out all the stops with this produc-
tion that not only is adorable for chil-
dren but is enjoyable for adults as well.
From the moment the curtain opens, the
wonder of rhyme mixed with uplifting
music (directed with panache by Tracy
Lee Witko) delight. There’s never a
dull moment in the score or script with
no less than 28 songs. This is the perfect
show for younger children because of
the visual stimulation with movement
and color.

JoJo (Garret Hanlon, an amazing

eighth grader from Orange Avenue
School in Cranford) and a charming
Cat in the Hat (Lyle Dungee) take us on
a journey to other lands, tweaking our
imagination and helping us to see the
impossible.

Horton the Elephant (Zach Love)
hears a Who, a tiny person floating on
a speck of dust, calling for help. It
seems an entire world of microscopic
people of Whoville need help. The
pachyderm is mocked and ridiculed for
even thinking there is such a thing as
another world of people. Because of
Horton’s tenacity and faith in his own
beliefs, they are saved. Along this trip
of salvation, JoJo enters the picture as
the Mayor’s son. While his parents
don’t know what to do with a son who
has “thinks” and punishes him by send-
ing him off to a military school.

Along the imaginative trip, the
Wickersham Brothers, bully types, play
the part of mischievous monkeys.
Mayzie Labird, (an amazing Krystina
Matos) a flamboyant, self-centered
dancer/singer and her troupe of bird
girls are joined by the Sour Kangaroo
(powerhouse pipes Rachel Valovcin)
and General Ghengis Khan Schmitz
(Edgar Hidalgo). Every time Schmitz
comes on stage with his staunch band of
students, he gets a great laugh.

There’s even a Grinch (Mark Zebro,
Jr.) in Whoville, but not to worry. He’s
relatively harmless in this production
because of the plot that makes every-
thing turn out well. Delightful choreog-
raphy by Melanie Della Peruti keeps
the giant cast in hand with clever moves
and motions.

It’s almost an impossible task to list
all the standouts in a show of this mag
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CRANFORD SENIOR LEADERSHIP — PRINGLE, WILLIAMSON, SPEER, SANTARELLI, ROKICKI

Lady Cougar Cagers Look to Be Among County Leaders

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LADY COUGAR CAGERS...Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row; Sopho-
mores Natalia Kruk and Kirsten Willams, junior Gianna Torretta, sophomore
Elizabeth McCaffery and junior Chloe Carracino; top row, Seniors Lauren
Williamson, Olivia Speer, Meghan Santarelli, Ellie Rokicki and KC Pringle.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top-notched team perfor-
mances have placed the Cranford
High School girls basketball team
among the top tier of Union
County, let alone come sectional
tournament time, for a number
of years and this season the Cou-
gars feel they have the right
formula to remain among the
best. In addition to having a
number of talented athletes
through the years, the Cougars
have enjoyed the guidance of
12-year Head Coach Jackie Dyer.

“I was the JV coach for two
years, so I have been in Cranford
for 14 years,” Coach Dyer con-
firmed.

Last year, the Cougars had a
good formula but ended up on
the very short side of several
stinging one-point defeats. Some
stinging losses were a 41-40 loss
to AL Johnson and a 40-39 loss to
Westfield but the biggest sting
came with a 45-44 loss in the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
semifinals to The Patrick School.

“We lost to them by one in the
semifinals. That was the hardest
I’ve seen the girls play that whole
season. They put their heart and
soul into the entire game. They
[Patrick School] deserved to win
but I couldn’t have been more
proud of how they played,” Coach
Dyer expressed. “We had our
ups and downs. We had some
really good wins then we had
some losses that we shouldn’t
have but they played well from
start to finish.”

Four-year letter winner and

leading scorer Cam Wilchelns,
along with Caroline Kelly, Caroline
McCaffery and Lauren Santarelli
have graduated, so Coach Dyer
has been experimenting to come
up with the right formula this
season.

“She [Wichelns] was a great
scorer for us and last year’s group
had their strengths. This year as
a group, we are younger. I do
have five seniors who have var-
sity experience and then I have
five younger girls. Since the first
day, they have worked so, so
hard from start to finish. I am

very pleased with the way this
season has gone so far,” she
said.

Key ingredients in the formula
will be senior forward KC Pringle,
who led the team with 114 re-
bounds and 24 blocked shots,
and senior forward Megan
Santarelli.

“KC Pringle is a big presence
underneath the basket. She helps
us a lot with rebounding. Megan
Santarelli is another one, who
has stepped up,” Coach Dyer
noted.

Senior Lauren Williamson has

in past years and will be very
effective defensively and offen-
sively.

“Lauren Williamson has been
with us on varsity since her fresh-
man year. She won the counties
with me two years ago. She’s
Lauren! She’s a hard worker,”
Coach Dyer expressed.

Senior forward Olivia Speer to-
taled 122 points and grabbed 64
rebounds last year and more
could be expected this season.

“She’s very vocal on the floor.
She talks to everyone, helps ev-
eryone on defense. She is a big
presence underneath the bas-
ket,” Dyer said.

Senior guard Ellie Rokicki, who
came off the bench last year,
should definitely see more action
this season.

“She’s one of our guards. She
worked hard during the off-sea-
son. I am very impressed with
what she’s done,” Dyer said.

The Cougars have several un-
derclassmen who are expected
to jump right into the mix such as
juniors Gianna Toretta and Chloe
Carracino, and sophomores Liz
McCaffery, Natalia Kruk and
Kirsten Williams.

“Gianna Toretta was on JV last
year. She’s a point guard and she
has worked really hard in the off-
season. She brings some really
good things. Liz McCaffery, she’s
a guard. She brings a lot and has
a really good outside shot. Natalia
Kruk is a post player, really good
rebounder. She is going to be a
force to reckon with on re-
bounds,” Coach Dyer promised.

Another huge asset the Cou-
gars will enjoy this season is the
wealth of multi-sport athletes
such as Williamson, Pringle and
Williams from soccer and
McCaffery from softball just to
name a few.

“I like to see that. I encourage

girls to play more than one sport.
Because they can feel out what
they like better and what their
favorite sport is. So it keeps them
in shape all year round. Each
season prepares them for the
next sport and the next,” Dyer
said.

Each sport requires different
strategies, different movements,
different strengths, different re-
sponsibilities.

“They all kind of intertwine.
You can tell who is the soccer
player, you can tell who plays
volleyball. You see all those dif-
ferent things when you watch
them play,” Coach Dyer said.

All those assets will be needed
too, since the competition in girls
basketball has increased signifi-
cantly in Union County.

“Union County girls basketball
has definitely been top in the
state. It reminds me of when I
played, Union County was really
big. It kind of took a little break
for girls basketball and now it
seems to be that it’s up and
rising again. It’s very competi-
tive. It doesn’t matter who you
are playing, what division you
are in. Everyone comes to play.
You can’t underestimate anyone,”
Coach Dyer cautioned.

And the Cougars are situated in
the top tier conference, the
Watchung Division.

“The girls have shown that that’s
where they belong year in and
year out. Even if we have a sea-
son where we are rebuilding, we
still have stuck with The Patrick
School, Roselle Catholic,
Westfield. Oak Knoll is up there
with us. I think we are going to be
one of the stronger teams this
year,” Coach Dyer opined.

The Cougars will open their sea-
son by hosting the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders this Friday,
December 14, at 7 p.m.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Garwood Thanks Lombardo,
Cuccaro, Bianco for Service

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Charles
Lombardo, Councilwoman Ileen
Cuccaro and Councilwoman
Stephanie Bianco were presented
with honorary certificates for their
service at the last borough coun-
cil meeting for 2018. Mayor
Lombardo served the last four
years as Garwood’s mayor and
previously served 21 years on
the borough council. Ms. Cuccaro
has served as a councilwoman
since January 2016. Council-
woman Bianco was appointed
upon Councilman Joseph Sarno’s
departure. Mr. Sarno vacated his
council seat as he was required
to do upon moving to Scotch
Plains.

“Yes, I’m a Republican. Yes,
the mayor is a Democrat. I didn’t
know how to ask a question to
fellow Republicans. I didn’t dare
ask a fellow Democrat. I did dare
to ask our Mayor Lombardo,”
said Councilman Richard
McCormack.

Mayor Lombardo’s answer was

“very kind, very genuine, very
honest, very quick to respond,”
Councilman McCormack said.

On their behalf, Councilman
McCormack and Councilwoman
Bianco presented Mayor
Lombardo with a gift certificate
they had purchased to a local
restaurant to thank him for his
service.

Councilman Marc Lazarow,
Counci lwoman Jennifer
Blumenstock and Councilwoman
and Mayor-elect Sara Todisco
purchased an honorary gavel
for Mayor Lombardo. Ms.
Todisco presented the surprise
gift during closing discussions
on behalf of Democrats on the
council.

Mayor Lombardo would use a
gavel to call meetings to order,
adjourn meetings, and to quiet
down a disruptive audience or
quarreling council.

“Not many people get to be
elected officials to represent their
town, county or state, let alone
do it for 25 years. The Lombardo

THANK YOU, MAYOR LOMBARDO...Garwood Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock presents a certificate to Mayor Charles Lombardo, thanking him
for his service as mayor to the Borough of Garwood.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Engineer for Hartz
Mountain Industries LLC, Jeffrey
Martell of Stonefield Engineer-
ing, presented an Environmental
Impact Study (EIS) of 750 Wal-
nut Avenue, dated November 28,
to the planning board Wednes-
day. Hartz is seeking to con-
struct a 900-unit development
at the site.

Planning board member Dan
Aschenbach and residents ques-
tioned why a study for contami-
nated soil was not performed in
the EIS, given that the site was
home to a variety of manufactur-
ing and industrial companies, in-
cluding pharmaceuticals, and the
adjacent Hyatt Hills golf course is
a brownfields redevelopment site
after General Motors shut down.
Attorney for Hartz Mountain,
James Rhatican, cited the town-
ship ordinance does not specify
such a test is necessitated.

Resident Kathy Allegro asked,
“Do you recall in the August plan-
ning board meeting a discussion
of an Environmental Impact
Study by the board members
and residents whether or not
there was contamination in the
soil going back to 1902 of manu-
facturing there?”

“I do,” Mr. Martell responded.
“Did that seem to you that the

board and residents...are con-
cerned about in rezoning the
property?” Ms. Allegro inquired.

“We understand the concern,
certainly, and we don’t by virtue
... we don’t offer an opinion that
it shouldn’t be. At this particular
time, it is not necessarily part of
the strict requirements or re-
quest for rezone. We acknowl-
edge it needs to be done. It is
something the applicant has cho-
sen to do at a later time...there
are standards that DEP has that
need to be met. They would likely

require some action on the part
of the applicant...,” Mr. Martell
said.

She asked if he felt knowing
any environmental hazardous
material was on the site was
something the board would need
to know before making its deci-
sion.

“I don’t think that is a decision
that I make,” Mr. Martell said. “I
think that’s the board’s ultimate
decision.”

Resident Gerry Caprario recited
a list of former operations that
occurred at 750 Walnut Avenue,
noting Shamrock Technologies,
which had chemicals on site;
Summit Trust Co.; Wilson UTC
Inc., a transportation freight and
cargo company; Schering Corp.,

which had pharmaceutical prepa-
rations; Beechum Products USA,
a state cleanup site related to
SmithKline Beechum, Inc.;
LabCorp, and a hazardous-waste
program run by Fuji Poly, Inc., as
well as Hartz Mountain Indus-
tries, Inc.

Mr. Martell said he did not look
into any of the public reports on
these companies that provide
information pertaining to the
environmental aspects, but had
known some of those companies
were operating at the site. He
said Hartz had not provided any
information related to these sub-
jects.

Mr. Caprario also asked about
the type of fill that Melick-Tully

Hartz Mountain Provides EIS
For Proposed 900-Unit Development

Cranford Schools Study
Discussed at BOE Meeting

By ROBYN ORR-GIOFFRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Demo-
graphic and Facility Study per-
formed by Ross Haber, Ed.D., to
ready the district for full-day kin-
dergarten, was discussed at the
board of education (BOE) meet-
ing Monday night.

Ross Haber Associates has been
providing services to public-
school districts since 1995, ac-
cording to its website. The orga-
nization specializes in demo-
graphic studies, enrollment pro-
jections, attendance zone analy-
sis and redistricting, facility utili-
zation studies and transporta-
tion efficiency studies.

Mr. Haber, who the district hired
this past spring, describes himself
not as a demographer, but as “an
educational business consultant.”

Hired to do a “preliminary study”
for the district, Mr. Haber was

hired to consider the “feasibility”
of creating a comprehensive
middle school for the district and
having full-day kindergarten.

In the fall, the district sought to
take the plan further, which re-
sulted in a 76-page “data driven”
report created by Ross Haber
that offers the district 10 op-
tions. The Reimagining plan, cur-
rently put forth by Superinten-
dent Scott Rubin, Ed.D., is one of
those options.

This final report by Ross Haber
was made public onthe board of
education website Tuesday and
will be discussed at length at the
community meeting scheduled
at Cranford High School (CHS)
on Monday, December 17.

This meeting was originally
scheduled as a question-and-
answer meeting, but has now
been changed to an informa-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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and Associates found in soil test
pits. Mr. Martell said the soil was
not natural, but said it is not
“characterized as unique.” Mr.
Martell said he had no direct
information from Hartz Mountain
regarding if they were the owner
who would have added the non-
native soil to the property.

“We are confident that the site
can be developed ultimately as a
residential use with the DEP over-
sight,” Mr. Rhatican said later.

Mr. Aschenbach later said Hyatt
Hills placed two feet of soil over
the land there to contain the
contaminated soils.

The Hyatt Hills site is continu-
ously monitored with testing wells
given the original soil contains
methyl tertiary-butyl ether, a
volatile organic compound that
belongs to a category known as
oxygenates. Oxygenates are
added to fuel to increase its oxy-
gen content.

Mr. Aschenbach said he had a
concern that Hartz would inves-
tigate it later. “There is a deci-
sion here whether this should be
residential or commercial,” Mr.
Aschenbach said.

Mr. Martell also said the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) had no concerns of the
added sewage intake that would
come should the commercial
property be developed as resi-
dential. Hartz Mountain is pro-
posing to create 905 apartments,
and two clubhouses with two
swimming pools.

RVSA stated in a letter to
Stonefield that its “conveyance
and treatment facilities have
adequate capacity and the Town-
ship of Cranford has adequate
flow rights. Please note however
that the Authority operates a
trunk sewer system only and is
not responsible for the collection
system within the member mu-
nicipality. Therefore, the Author-
ity is unable to provide verifica-
tion of the adequacy of the

township’s internal collection
system capacity and/or any in-
formation regarding the location
of existing facilities in the vicinity
of the site in question, or design,
connection, usage, or frontage
fees imposed by the township…”

Also, Mr. Martell performed
stormwater management calcu-
lations. The drainage plans con-
sist of two underground deten-
tion basins, expanding one
above-ground detention basin,
and creating one new above-
ground basin, he said. He said
the plan would have a slight posi-
tive impact to stormwater run-
off.

No negative impacts, in Mr.

family has done a lot for
Garwood,” said Councilwoman
Todisco as she presented Mayor
Lombardo with the gavel.

Ms. Todisco said whenever tu-
multuous situations occurred,
Mayor Lombardo “always brought
the situation right down with a
joke and a smile.”

“Such a big heart and generous
spirit,” said Councilwoman
Blumenstock to describe Mayor
Lombardo’s character and pres-
ence while leading.

Mayor Lombardo is “such a kind
person” who “always makes chal-
lenging times easier, so we could
get through them,” stated Coun-
cilman Lazarow.

Resident Bruce Paterson said
Mayor Lombardo always “kept
an even hand on things” during
his tenure as mayor.

Councilman Lazarow said he
wanted to thank Councilwoman
Cuccaro for all her service, re-
flecting “on the laughs” they had
while sitting next to each other
on the governing body for nu-

merous years.
Mr. Paterson stated that he

wanted to thank Ms. Cuccaro for
“keeping her promise of a zero-
tax-increase year.” Mr. Paterson
stated, “it’s hard for politicians to
deliver on what they promise.”
He said he wanted to acknowl-
edge Ms. Cuccaro’s vigor towards
conservative spending and pro-
tecting the taxpayer.

In other business, Borough En-
gineer Michael Disko reported
that the Hartman Park basket-
ball court restoration has been
completed. Mr. Disko said the
contractor has agreed to resur-
face areas on the court, which
displayed signs of water reten-
tion.

Councilwoman Todisco said the
South Avenue water main resto-
ration project is almost com-
pleted.

“Water mains on New Street
will not be replaced until early
2019 based on the water
company’s project completion
projection,” Ms. Todisco said.

Martell’s opinion, would occur to
the historic Sunny Acres district,
which is a neighborhood located
within about 1,600 feet, or the
Rahway River.

There was no cross-examina-
tion by the planning board’s en-
gineer.

The application is expected to
continue in 2019, when Keenan
Hughes, the applicant’s planner,
and the traffic engineer, Karl
Pehnke, would present further
testimony. Mr. Hughes was
present at the beginning of the
board meeting but the board said
it was not informed that he would
be present, so he was asked to
come back on another date.

tional meeting that will deal spe-
cifically with the 77-page report.

In other board business, the
board approved  to continue to
offer a fee-based full-day kinder-
garten program for the 2019-
2020 school year. The cost for
the 2019-2020 school year will
be at an annual tuition rate of
$7,200 per student, paid monthly
at $720 per month. Classes will
be held at Walnut Avenue School
and Bloomingdale Avenue
School.

The full-day kindergarten pro-
gram will have two classes, with
a minimum of 20 and a maxi-
mum of 21 students enrolled in
each class, determined by a lot-
tery system.

The board acknowledged and
expressed appreciation to board
member Daniel DeMarco, who,
on December 31, 2018, will have
successfully completed four years

of dedicated service on the
Cranford BOE.

The board offered thanks to Mr.
DeMarco for his vision and lead-
ership in helping to develop an
exemplary educational program
for the students of the Cranford
Public Schools and for countless
hours of preparation as a board
member, for his attendance at
and participation in numerous
board meetings, retreats and
seminars, his representation on
various committees, and his dedi-
cation and service to the stu-
dents and staff of the Cranford
school district.

New hires approved by the
board include Scott Steiner, a
chemistry teacher at CHS, and
Shannon Lorenzo, a Spanish-lan-
guage teacher at CHS.

 The board’s reorganization
meeting is scheduled for Mon-
day, January 7.

Cranford School Study DiscussedHartz Mtn. Provides EIS for Proposed Devlpmt

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are con-
ducting a toy drive through the
month of December.

Donations of brand-new, un-
wrapped toys on behalf of the
St. Joseph Social Service Cen-
ter in Elizabeth can be dropped
off between 4 and 6 p.m. week-
days, or Sundays after 1 p.m.,
at the Knights’ Council Hall. The
hall is located at 37 South Av-
enue, Garwood. Parking is avail-
able behind the building off of
Willow Avenue (turn at Pet Sup-
plies Plus). Visitors are asked to
use the side-door entrance.

Monetary donations also are
welcome and can be made pay-
able to “The Garwood K of C Toy
Drive,” Attention: Keith
Gallagher.

The Knights request that do-
nations not include toys depict-
ing violence, guns, dolls exploit-
ing women, or old stuffed ani-
mals.

For more information, call the
Knights at (908) 789-9809 after
4 p.m. or Keith Gallagher at
(908) 789-0931.

Since 1983, the St. Joseph So-
cial Service Center has served
the materially poor and home-
less community of greater Eliza-
beth by providing basic human
needs such as food, clothing and
medications, as well as a wide
range of services and programs
to help individuals acquire the
material goods and social ser-
vices they need to live with in-
tegrity.

Additional information on the
St. Joseph Social Service Center
is available at Youtube “Home-
less in Elizabeth,” parts one and
two, or by visiting sjeliz.org.

Garwood Thanks Lombardo,
Cuccaro, Bianco for Service

Probitas Verus Honos

Garwood Knights Holding Toy Drive
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CRANFORD — A team of as-
sessors from the New Jersey
State Association of Chiefs of
Police (NJSACOP) will arrive on
Sunday, December 16, to ex-
amine all aspects of the Cranford
Police Department policies and
procedures, management, op-
erations, and support services,
Police Chief Ryan Greco has
announced.

“Verification by the team that
the Cranford Police Department
meets the Commission’s ‘best
practice’ standards is part of a
voluntary process to achieve
accreditation, a highly prized
recognition of law enforcement
professional excellence,” Chief
Greco said. The department was
initially accredited in December
2006, and reaccredited in 2009,
2012 and 2015. This will be the
agency’s fourth application for
reaccreditation.

As part of this final on-site
assessment, employees and
members of the general public
are invited to provide comments
to the assessment team. They
may do so by telephone or email.
The public may call (908) 709-
7338 on Sunday, December 16,
between the hours of 9 a.m.
and 10 a.m. Email comments
can be sent to
police@cranfordnj.org.

Telephone comments are lim-
ited to five minutes and must
address the agency’s ability to
comply with the NJSACOP stan-
dards. A copy of the standards
is available for inspection at the
Cranford Police Department, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford.
Please contact Detective Ser-
geant Eugene Perrotta at (908)
709-7335.

Anyone wishing to offer writ-
ten comments about the
department’s ability to comply
with the standards for accredi-
tation is requested to email the

Accreditation Program Director
at hdelgado@njsacop.org or
write the New Jersey State As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police,
Law Enforcement Accreditation
Commission at 751 Route 73
North, Suite 12 Marlton, N.J.
08053.

The police department must
comply with NJSACOP Law En-
forcement Accreditation Pro-
gram (LEAP) standards in order
to achieve accredited status.
Chief Greco indicated, “Accredi-
tation results in greater ac-
countability within the agency,
reduced risk and liability expo-
sure, stronger defense against
civil lawsuits, increased com-
munity advocacy, and more con-
fidence in the agency’s ability
to operate efficiently and re-
spond to community needs.”

The Accreditation Program Di-
rector for the New Jersey State
Association of Chiefs of Police is
Harry J Delgado, Ed.S. “The as-
sessment team is composed of
law enforcement press release,
page 2 practitioners from simi-
lar New Jersey law enforcement
agencies. The assessors will re-
view written materials, inter-
view agency members, and visit
offices and other places where
compliance with the standards
can be observed. Once the
commission’s assessors com-
plete their review of the agency,
they will report to the full com-
mission, which will then decide
if the agency is to be granted
accredited status,” Mr. Delgado
stated.

Accreditation is valid for a
three-year period during, which
time the agency must submit
annual reports attesting to their
continued compliance with
those standards under which it
was initially accredited.

The New Jersey State Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police through its

New Jersey Law Enforcement Ac-
creditation Commission is the le-
gitimate authority and accredi-
tation agency in the State of New
Jersey. For more information re-
garding the Law Enforcement
Accreditation Commission,
please write the Commission at
New Jersey State Association of
Chiefs of Police, Law Enforce-
ment Accreditation Commission
at 751 Route 73 North, Suite 12
Marlton, N.J. 08053 or email
hdelgado@njsacop.org.

Cougar Murray
Named Conference
Player of the Year

Cranford High School junior
Maggie Murray has been se-
lected the Union County Con-
ference Player of the Year by
NJ.com As an attacker, Murray
led the team in assists with 16
and was second in scoring with
14 goals behind senior Lauren
Williamson, who netted 17
goals.
The Cougars won the Watchung
Division with an 8-1 record and
finished with an overall 18-4
record. The Cougars finished
second in the Union County
Tournament, losing to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, and reached
the North 2, Group 3 Champi-
onship game.
Other awards this season for
Murray are: Third Team All-
State, Second Team All-Group
3, First Team All Conference,
First Team All-Watchung Divi-
sion, First Team All-Union
County

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

ALL-CONFERENCE PLAYER OF THE YEAR..Cranford High School Cou-
gar Maggie Murray, No. 7 (September 2018 files).

NJ State Accreditation Assessment
Team Invites Public Comment

Nativity
St. Anne’s of Garwood is having

a Nativity lighting on Saturday
December 15, at 5:30 p.m. The
public is invited.

Pastor, Monsignor Ronald
Marczewski, has done so much
for the parish since coming here
two and half years ago. This is
special for him.

Borough Hall has a menorah
and Christmas tree, but no nativ-
ity. Praised

Cranford Post Office employee,
Jennifer Goodwin, was praised
by police for preventing cash
being sent through the mail that
was activity linked to scams. Mrs.
Goodwin, suspicious of the cir-
cumstances, alerted the Cranford
Police Department.

Town Briefs
goleader.com/news

Probitas Verus Honos

Cranford Rec. Posts
Winter Registration

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
currently is conducting registra-
tion for Winter programs. Its Fall/
Winter brochure lists all winter
programs, which also may be
viewed online at cranfordnj.org/
recreation-parks or on Facebook
at facebook.com/
CranfordRecreationAndParks. All
programs are for Cranford resi-
dents only.

The recreation and parks de-
partment strongly encourages
registration for all classes to be
done online through Community
Pass. Online registration enables
participants to register 24 hours
a day, seven days a week; to
make payment by credit card
and to receive the latest pro-
gram updates as they occur
through their account. Partici-
pants may access their existing
account or create a new account
by visiting https://
register.communitypass.net/
cranford.

Anyone needing assistance to
register online or who has any
other questions is invited to stop
by the recreation and parks de-
partment, located at 220 Walnut
Avenue, Cranford, or call (908)
709-7283.



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-5  Thursday, December 13, 2018

goleader.com/ballyhoo

First Pres. Church Reveals
Christmas, New Year Events
CRANFORD — The First Presby-

terian Church of Cranford, located
at 11 Springfield Avenue, has re-
leased its schedule of Christmas
season worship services.

The Chancel Choir, under the
direction of Alison Ruth Nead and
accompanied by Robert Grube,
will present a special Christmas
Cantata on Sunday, December
23, at 10 a.m. “A Ceremony of
Lessons and Carols,” arranged by
Anna Laura Page and Jean Anne
Shafferman, will feature beloved
seasonal scripture readings in-
terspersed with carols that in-
clude a touch of Handel and Bach.

On Monday, December 24,
Christmas Eve services will be-
gin at 4 p.m. with a Children’s
Christmas Pageant entitled
“Christmas Special Delivery,” ar-
ranged by Mark Brymer and Mark
Bernthal. The production will in-
clude more than 25 children from
grades 1 to 8, under the direction
of Elsa Hahn and accompanied
by Ann Weeks.

At 8 p.m., the Reverend J. Chris-
tian Kile will lead a traditional
Christmas Eve service with famil-

iar Christmas carols, full choirs
and organ music. During the final
hymn, “Silent Night, Holy Night,”
the lights will be dimmed and
candlelight will fill the sanctuary.

There will be a candlelight ser-
vice at 11 p.m., where Holy Com-
munion will be served. The ser-
vice will end with dimming of the
lights and the singing of “Silent
Night, Holy Night” by candlelight.

The following Monday, Decem-
ber 31, a Labyrinth Walk will take
place at the church from 10:30
p.m. through midnight. This
calming and meditative event is
designed to help prepare hearts
and minds for the coming year.

The First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford is a family-friendly church
with programs for children and
teens, and a recognized passion
for serving the community, the
homeless and the hungry.

For more information, call the
church office at (908) 276-8440
or visit firstprescranford.org,
Facebook and Instagram
@firstprescranford and on Twit-
ter @firstprescranfd.

Recent Home Sales
For more info see:

http://clerk.ucnj.org/UCPA/DocIndex

Cranford: 07/03/18
Natale A. and Donna M. Di

Donato to Michael Gross and
Rachel Pess, 77 Spruce Street,
$570,000.

1112 Raritan Road LLC. to
Vaarij S. Kadakia and Reema J.
Soni, 1112 Raritan Road,
$625,000.

Ruth Ybanez Fussell to Timo-
thy Handy and Jessica L. Ketch,
24 Ramapo Road, $418,000.

Stanley J. and Dolores
Stapinski to Joseph McNelis, 3
Yarmouth Road, $495,000.

Union County Sheriff to 3
Mcclellan Street, 3 Mcclellan
Street, $133,000.

Cecilia Sydlo to Candor Homes
LLC., 2 Rose Street, $205,000.

James and Lisa Fulks to
Vincent Peluso and Emily Walsh,
154 Mohawk Drive, $525,000.

Christopher Taglia to Thomas
Robert Sherman, 18 Colin Kelly
Street, $437,000.

Christopher and Jeanette
Dunbar to Shane Derris and
Lori Kaufman, 14 Colin Kelly
Street, $442,500.

Robert A. and John F. Jennings
to Chaz Curtis, 115 Bryant Av-
enue, $320,000.

Mira Labbate to Michael

Juzefyk, 49 Hollywood Avenue,
4240,000.

Duane F. and Linda A. Mac
Menamie to Lesli Rice, 78 Cen-
tennial Avenue, $289,900.

Paul and Suzanne Yacyk to
Gary J. and Michele Cislo, 1a
Retford Avenue, $420,000.

John Joseph and Jeanne
Hofman to Ivan and Suzanne
Gantar, 14 Georgia Street,
$560,000.

Thomas E. and Kathleen E.
Ahern to Lee David Weiner and
Denise Bush, 21 Georgia Street,
$595,000.

Edward A. Wallace to Robert
P. and Kadri Marczi, 321 Union
Avenue South, $380,000.

John Bergin to Mark and Car-
rie Decastro, 121 Retford Av-
enue, $460,000.

Krymic Enterprises to Moreno
and Roberta Rimmaudo, 130
Lexington Avenue, $650,000.

Christopher and Dana Benz to
19 Wade Ave LLC., 19 Wade
Avenue, $437,000.

Jean E. Kissack to Nicholas C.
Bruton, 198 Elizabeth Avenue,
$369,550.

Mary C. Anthes and Lisa
Rastelli to Gerardo Caprario, 46
Elizabeth Avenue, $380,000.

MP Aquisition Corp. to TFJ
Cranford LLC., 370 North Av-
enue East, $2,224,500.

Renee and Steven Kurland to
Amy and Paul Abramson, 279
Bloomingdale Avenue,
$545,000.

Henry and Mary Smith to
Christopher J. Shanley, 108
Garden Street, $430,000.

Brian and Beth-Ann Zolnoski
to Ryan J. Byrnes and Bridget
M. Reilly, 437 Casino Avenue,
$605,000.

Misti Ward to Megan T.
Papandrea, 217 Prospect Av-
enue Apt 14-3B, $243,000.

Union County Sheriff to Rolly
Gutierrez and Danilo De Jesus,
217 Prospect Avenue Apt 12A-
C3, $147,000.

Martha Bahamon to Manuel
and Beverley Lopez, 22 River-
side Drive APT C6, $320,000.

Manuel and Beverley Lopez to
Jason and Taylor Engle, 22
Sutton Place, $475,000.

Justin R. and Katherine
Kittelstad to Dominick L. and
Lorraine G. P. Scott, 102 Ridge
Street, $627,000.

James and Mary Vanderhoff
to William M. and Lauren R.
Walsh, 206 Central Avenue,
$680,000.

Peter F. and Judith Romeo to
Jacquelyn Migacz, 40 Herning
Avenue, $521,000.

Brian Andrews and Jill Wohrle
to Sean Swift and Lauren King,
101 Herning Avenue, $683,000.

Anthony and Lisa Carbone to
Jeffrey and Amanda Rushnak,
11 Doering Way, $842,000.

Karen A. Curry to Breffny
O’Rourke, 27 Beech Street,
$335,000.

James and Erin Sweeney to
John and Jeanne Hofmann, 102
Lafayette Place, $589,000.

Preferred Builder LLC. to
James and Nancy Kutzer, 30
Cornell Road, $770,000.

Andrew C. and Kimberly A.
Stratton to Robert W. and Karyn
M. Darish, 24 Dartmouth Road,
$750,000.

Xing Dai and Li Li to Guy and
Duviedre Rakoski, 18
Dartmouth Road, $750,000.

Anthony and Delores J. Fantini
to Carlos Rodriguez and P.
Porturas, 104 Kenilworth Boule-
vard, $470,000.

Cranford Seniors
Seek New Members

CRANFORD — The Thursday
Cranford Senior group is seeking
new members. The group takes
part in many fun activities such
as trips, luncheons and bingo,
among other offerings.

Participants will have opportu-
nities to spend time with old
friends, build new friendships and
socialize within the Cranford com-
munity. Interested persons are
asked to call Lori-Ann Donnelly,
senior citizen program coordina-
tor, at (908) 709-7283.

NAMI Invites Public
To Support Group

CRANFORD — NAMI Union
County, an affiliate of the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Illness,
invites the community to come
to its peer-led group meetings
and gain insight from others fac-
ing similar challenges.

NAMI Union County Family Sup-
port Group meetings are held at
the First Presbyterian Church of
Cranford, located at 11 Spring-
field Avenue. Meetings take place
on the third Tuesday of every
month. The next meeting will be
held on December 18 from 7:30
to 9 p.m.

For more information, call (908)
233-1628 or e-mail
namiunioncounty@yahoo.com.
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Christmas Carols
In Cranford

CRANFORD — Michael Dooley
will be singing Christmas Carols
at Eastman Plaza in Downtown
Cranford at 1p.m. on Sunday,
December 16 (weather permit-
ting). Mr. Dooley will be per-
forming the role of Sam
Carmichael in Mamma Mia at
Cranford Dramatic Club in Feb-
ruary 2019.

A Turini Christmas will happen
once again at the front lawn of
247 Walnut Avenue where
Wanda Turini and a host of car-
olers will perform free. Two per-
formances will take place on
Saturday, December 15, at 2
p.m. and 6 p.m.




